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twetimes that PONGER visited in Auseee, he did not sleep, either in Alt
Aussee . or Bad Aussee but in Grundlsee, which he exPlained.to me bieaing
that he was making a photo study of a wood carver who lorked there. It
migpt be eventually interesting in this conneotion that'since approximately
last Bummer a man has been working in the gypsum works in Grundlsee who is
known as a leading functionary of the ECP0e, although not publicly 80 known,
and who is reiportled to have had his training in Russia. This meri t s name
is IINECK ‘phonetic) and he lives in that part of Alt Aussee known as Wm.
However, PONOM never asked me about this mazy and I was interested in him
only because I have the opinion that the Russians are preparing the Totes
.Gebirge as a strOnghold for partisan warfare. I have a number of indica-
tions of this.. It seems peculiar to me that the MEM:Mentioned above,
who allegedly had a prosperous vegetable business, should suddenly take.
job in'a.gypsimWorksin Grundlsee as a common laborer.

"Otherwise,.PCNGSRAid not indicate any interest to me in persons in
the Aus see arer..aUhough he.frequently asked about Dr. MAE. I never spoke
of MAE but aliayeadvised PCNGER.simply to visit him if he wished informa-
tion, Whethir .FIONGER viSited him or not I do not know.

"Concerning other persons, the only name which came up was that of the
former 'Colonel of the Zecret r FieldPolice, OlECHBAUM (sic). PONGER knew
that I knew this man and that I aleo:kneWOrduring my confinement.
PONGER'had also met KRIEMEADM in•Nurnberg;and rained from that time on
in contact 'with him. In the .summer of .1951 when PONGER visited mein
Auseee he told me that he had seen KRIECHBAUM and that ARTECHBAUM would 	 •
be very happy to see me again. If I wiahed, PONGER said he could arrange
a meeting. I should write KR1ECHBAUM aletter since' that. would be accord-
ing to protocol, and say that I would be very happy to see him again and
PONGER would' then arrange a meeting between us. ICMCHEAUM chose ac a
date the 18th.of August, as well as I can reconstruct fro* the letter of
PONGER I s that 'I have, but whether we actually met on that day I no longer
exactly remeMber. It was certainly in the month of August. PONGER brought
KRMCKBAUM:fromileichenhall to Salzburg and there I also got into the car,
As well as'lflcan'remeriber it was KRIECHBAUM's car, and we then drove to
Fuschl where we drank coffee in &restaurant by the lake. The conversation
was confined to the exchange of reminiscences and only at the end of the
conversation did KUM:BAUM tell me that in intelligence circles my friend-
ship with  Erich KERNMAYR was disapproved of. I was able to explain to
KRIECHBAUM that.EERATM had indeed been a former colleague of mine when
I wae Working for CIC fly Austria but that since that time we had separated,
since 10ERNMAIR was completely impossible in my opinion. KRIECHBAUM indi.
eated that he was ' completely satisfied with this explanation but did not

s indicate that he had any-definite plan connected with me. PONGER, on the
other hand, told me on the return journey (he brought me as far as
St. nil gen) that this conversation would have good results'since.KRIECHBAUM.
was a leading man of the Schneider firm (translator noter . :Amt Gehl).
.(He had told me in a ' communication.dated 5 August that XRIECHRAUM would make
some definite proposition to me at the meeting on the 18th of August, but
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e'nelier told.me either in writing or later by wordewhat he meant.- I . *
. -

could'onlYs:guess that it had something to do with 'cooperation in the
Schneider firm. This activity as middle-man in 195,1 and again a year
later brought me to the conjecture that PONGER might perhaps be a colleague
of the Schneider group in:Vienna with a mission' from 	 who had -
the reputation of being a first.cate specialist in Southeast matters. In
any events I never asked him about this and later observations brought me
to a different conclusien, 'I guess that at that time and earlier POOR/
was doing some sort- of business with KRIECHBAUM concerning which I will
wg.temore later.	 • s • .	 •

-
!In Sept n' 1952 3 - PONGM visited no again in Alt Aussee. He was

theraOnlyabont an' hour. (that is at my . house) on which occasion he asked.
me whether I might cake to Mike a visit to Germany-With him and with his

OctOber.- . A proposition. which he;had first suggested a
year 'before this.'•(Weih.ad-oCcasionally	 way that I
indicated that roacaSicinailfhad business to .'dC-J.A•Germany but that I
had . to: Postpone the;triO /Cepause•the German rallibida,were so expensive,
PONGER'at that time had.sUggested .that Igo' with hiM-dn his car whon.te
want to Germa4..', Mhether he acte211y went to Gerrie:pi in 1951 rcannot
remember.) PONGER a1ab 'suggested . that it wOuld ' he'Verynice at this time
to speak again .with.KRDECHBAUM, since now the . cpestiOn of a Garman Intelli-
gence Service was-becoming acute and until the establishment of the German
Intelligence Service ' I' 	 held . MY plans' in abeyance..: I'had actually. on
.several privious occasions told PONGER this.after .he'had several times
urged me to take up contact with KRIECEIBAUM and' tC.place rtv capabilities
in the intelligence field . at the disposal of the Schneider firm, :On this
occasion it would bei posisible for us therefore to speak to KRIECNBAUtiand
he would Zrrange-4he itinerary in such a way that it fii:ted Most con-
veniently my interests. He surested a meeting with.KRICHBAUMin KRIECH-
BAUM's residence in Reichenhall on the weekend of the 11th to 12th October
but I refused this since I had something else to do that weekend. On the
13th of October, I traielled to Salzburg where Walter LAUBER fetched me
fruin the train, PONCER had introduced me to LAUBER several days before in
Ischl. At that time “Iad been in Ischl and PONGER had called my wife in
.Alt Aussee who told him that eventuplly he could find me in the railroad
station restaurant. He came there and I went outside with him briefly where
he introduced me to LAUBER in order that I would recognize him in the event
that he could not personally .pick me up in Salzburg. On the 13th.of October,
LAUBER came with his Velkiwagon and drove me to Reichenhall where PONGEE had
put up in the Hotel Deutehes Hans or Deutcher Hof. POWER had already
spoken with KRIECHBAUM but KRBCHBAUM was no longer in Reichenhal l, having
arranged to meet us in Munich. We met KRIECHBAUM in the, restaurant near the.,
bus stop by the Hotel SchottenhaMmel (afternoon of ).3 October). The Denver.-'
sation was again Purely theoretical as it had been a 'year before and KRIEG'S-
BAUM indicated that the situation in the German Intelligence Service, was
still completely- unclear, saying that the AmericananaturalLyyoUldneier
let amin like Dr. Schneider (translator note: OehIsn) bndisitissed'and
that this man would play an important rofFIE the future, etc. Nothing
concrete was discussed at this meeting. KREECHBAUM-gaVe the impression of
being very sick and stated that for several months he had been desperately.
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ill. Several days before my journey, I had. learned..thrcingh a criMinal-' •
police officer attachea to the State Police' in Salzburg by the name. of.

..ANGERER,...not directly but through cut-outs, .that Curt PONGER was suspected
. in Vietina:Cr working far . the • Soviet Intelligence Service.. (it. was: in '•

• another' connection that:the riame..of PON(at. had come up.) 1 had cot:Ise-.
quentli.passed;fo .ANGER. a written memorandum stating that I knew a
certain • ciirt F.;0Ni..ZR and telling•what I kr:ow:about, this •man. • This .journey

• with ..PONCM :. Seetnecl:therefore much more interesting, '.-aince I hoped to get
the opportunitrto he able to make 'Conclusions about P.ONGER. ' I had the . :
greatest:doubt that PONGEh could:be' a Soviet. agenti.aince :his entire... •
activity • •during • the.past year, : at least as .fai as' I.,' . boulti : see; indicated-
otherwise;;; • The Man had been a Captain ...with VSS; was them an official

•Nurnberg vihere in the last stages of 'the trials that.'"parler-pink.note
3.945-4612a1r• ended among: Americans. He then ' got....the .:Coneessions of American
agencies . in • Austria and he had ,Vian arlinged:piit ,.::b6ok,- Die.: Geheime 
Fr6at, a work ,.most offensive tOi'aussia . ,and,-tc;:r•cummuniesr whiWhad been•
forbidden'in•ihe''Sco.ribt :Zone. .and-'wh'.cti'had:been .-Subjaót. ' 'or 'hostile..atten..
tion . by'Varions:•Saviet Ceirianda. ,:: -shaaa.appear'.in....switerlind. On thin

.journey., -:PONGER:behaved in a completely: unsuspicieuelasfiiO4The:showed*no
•interest 1n:what...13(as doing; and we practically neVer :sOweach •. other •
except at Certain.neals...: . It was lidmitted3Y: uniiSual:-.that_ihei:shonld have

..something tO::!disaitss"..yith PufECHBADM . whiCti..:heZdict;- ..,nOt wish to speak of
my presence, and he arranged wit.h.LRIEOHBAIIM:;..thatlie,;.Cat4a4egra0
some	 . along.. the -Way .ta .'Orrange.:a :fiirther:•zew.tine: between the ...two, .

• *Meeting .occurred I do ncitT•litioir; 	 11.0HdER
!.LAITaR : On . the .15th of : October to Nurribiirg, "1-:_litmediiiielf:....tO*-:,.the• train on
to Dusseldorf where I had business arid;there:did not meet.-.1:010Eg..:aiaci UMBER
again .until the 18th of October when I -met theM in' BCon...:::When:.'they. ;arrived
I had completed all my business • and consequently wt .en , 	 by train: to
Stuttgart, where on the 20th . I met PONGER and VERBER . .again.; . I arranged for
.them to visit-the Porsche works :, since the:i wished to • riak.e . . a photographic

•StUdy for the Unitted States, and on the sans 'day :•Went On to Munich,' where..
after spending the night . we proceeded to Luasee. PONCER.and I.AMBER intended
to go only as far .as Salzbnrg but I persuaded them to bring me to • AnsSee and
they spent the iright in GrundLsee. On the .following morning, -theywished
try to make some pictures of spawning fish (at that time the Spawning 'period
of a local fish was beginning), Since that time I have seen neither POWaR

. ncr the others and have received no letters with the exception of the
13hristmas card mentioned above.

Ceti'

"After becoming, aware of the arrest of PONGEE and VERBER, I decided to
infcrm the office of Dr. Schneider and hereby set down as an aide memoir
infornatiorx which substantiates my oral report, This material is to be used
only with my explicit permission—that is, without my specific permission
it cannot be forwarded to any office. (Translator note: When questioned
on this statement, KETT/. admitted that he specific	 meant it could not
be forwarded to an American office. He stated, however, 'that his main
reason for this ,ras to ensure security, since he was not aware of the extent
to•khich disseminations were made inside Gehlen t s organization and he actually
hoped to restrict dissemination to General Gehlen himself and thereby to the
really responsible American officer.)
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*The seioonct. name, which "sz-cms interestine in an intellir: Att& conneCti.oh
:j that of the fortoe. r 58 Cbersturtnhahafuehreir Josef 1.1K.}10.?■. ConcominR thth

Pirral had astoundingly road infor-vition. He told -e to ,NrflArn egt that
• .URBAtl was an agent of tIn American, British wid !-Yr.vich Intel) i.cr snce Servieth
• as well as of the intelligenoe service of the Austrian Stat.() rolice # htit
•• that this had not hindered him from hoccminr, intelligence chief of .ths

• • Ne0-Nazi gromp of SOUCEK.. A remark of 	 made a lonk timp Fkr,0 WU!

• appear to re at tiTartime that URBAN alsP had connoe.ions ulth the 1:prnel.i
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