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" two times that PO‘IGER visited :Ln Aussee, he did not slesp either in: Alt
© Aussee or Bad Ausses but in Grundlsee, which he explainsd to me by saying
that hs was malking a photo study of a wood carver who worked thers, It
might be oventually interesting in this comection that ‘since approximately
last summar a man has been woridng in the gypsum works in Grundlsee who'is
known as a leading functionary of the KPOe, although not publicly so- known,
and who is reported to have had his training in Ruseia, This man's name
is LINECK 4phonetic) and he lives in that part of Alt Aussee known ag Wim,
Howsver, PONCSR never agked me about this man-and I was interested in him
only because I have the ovinion thal the Russians are preparing the Totes
_Gebirge as a stroanghold for partisan warfare, I have a number of indica-
" tions of this, It seems -peculiar to me that the LINECK:mentioned above, :
"who allegedly had a prospercus vegqtable business, should sut{den]y_taba. 8w T
job in a gypsum ‘works-in Grundlsee as a ccmmon laborer. ) .

"Otherwise, POGER did not indicats any interest to me in persons in
the Aussee arer although he .frequently asked ebout Dr. MAE, I never spoks
of MAR but always advised PONGER . simply to visit him if he w:.ahed informes
tion, Whoth:r PONCER visited bin or not I do not know,

"Concerning otber persons, .the only name which came up was that of the
former Colorel of tho Sécret Field Police, KRIECHBAUM (sic), PONGER knew
that I knew this man and that I also knew him during my confinemsnt,

PONGER " had also met KRIECEFEAUM in Nurnberg:and remsined from that tima on
in contact with him, In the. swmner of ‘1951 when PONGER visited me in
Augsee he told me that he had seen KRIECHBAUM and that KRTECHBAUM would
be' very happy to see me again, If I wished, PONGER said he could arrange
a meeting, I should write KRIECHBAUM a letter since thaet would be accord-
ing to protocol, and say that I would be very hapvy to see him again and '
PONGER would then arrange a mesting between us, KRIECHBAUM chose ac a :
date the 18th.of August, as well as I can reconstruct froa the letter of
PONGER?'s that T have, but whether we actuslly met on that day I no longer
exactly remember. It was certainly in the month of August. PONGER brought
KRIECUBAUM: from Red chenhall to Salzburg and there I also got into the car,
As well as ‘P can remamber it was KRIECHBA'M!s car, and we then drove to
Fuschl whsre we drank coffee in a restaurant by ths lake, The conversation
was confined to the exchange of reminiscences and only at the end of the
conversation did KRIECHBAUM tell me that in intelligence circles my friend-
ship with_Erich KERNMAYR was disapproved of, I was able to explain to
KRIECHBAUM that XKERMMAYR had indeed been a former colleague of mine when
I was working for CIC in-Austria but that since that time we had separated,
since KERNMAYR was completely impocsible in my opinion, KRIZCHBAWM indiw
ocgted that he was completely satisfied with this explanation but did not
indicete that he had any.definite plan connected with me, PONGER, on the
other hand, told me on the return journey (he brought me as far as

¥ St. Gilgen) that this conversation would have good results sitce KRIECHBAUM
was a leading man of the Schneider firm (translator notes :Amt Gehlen).
(He had told me in 2 communication dated T August that RKRIECHBAUM would make
soms definite proposition to me at tho meeting on the 18th of August, obut -
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1.’.~he'ne'ver told me either ip: writing or la‘ber by words‘vhat he meant, "I-

‘oould’ only gueéss that it had something to do with cooperatlon in .the

.. Schnedder firm, This activity as middle-man in 195) and again a year

~ later brought me to the conjecturs that PONGER might, perhaps be a colleague
of the Schnaa.der group in.Viema with a mission’ from KRIECHBAUM, who had ~
the reputation of being & firsterate specialist in Southsast matters, In
any event, I never dsked him about this and later observations brought me
to a different conclusion, I guess that at that time and-earlier PONGFR
wvas doing some sort.of busineas with KRIECHBAIM concerning which I will
mg.te TI0T8 later, .o
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"In Sepﬁamber 1952y PONGER visited me again in Alt hLusses, He was
JREE there only sbout an hour. (that is at my house) on waich occaslon he asked:
A me whethsr I might care to make a visit to Germamy- with hin and vith his :
AR brothereinwlaw in October,.. A proposition. which he; -had Tirst suggested a
year bafore this, .(We had’ occasionally talked in’ ‘such a way that I
" indicated that I’ occasional]y ‘bad business to-dé-in.Germany but that I
el i had"to’ postpons the ‘trip because. the Germen railrosds.were so axpensive,
PONGER 'at that time had. suggested that I go with him ‘dn his car when_.he
went to Germary,.. Whether he actually went 1o Germany in 1951 I cannot .
remember,) PONGER alsd suggested that it would be’very nice at this time
to speak again- ‘with KRIECHBATM, since now the’ westion of & Cerman Intelli-
N gence Service was becoming acute and until the establistment of the German
Intelligence Service I had held my plans in abeyance,: I‘bhad actually. on
N ‘several prgvious occasions told PONGER this .after he. ‘bad -geveral times
urged me to take up contact with KRIECHBAUM and o place ry capabilities
in the intelligence field.at the disposal of the Schneider firm, -On this
occasion it would be poseidble for us therefore to speak to KRIECHZAUM and
he would srrange 4he itinerary in such a way that it fitted most con=
veniently my interests, Hs sug-ested a meeting with. KRICHBAUM in KRIECH-
BAUM's residsnce in Reichenhall on the weekend of the 1lth to 12th October
but T refused this since I had something else to do that weekend. On the
13th of October, I travelled to Salzburg where Walter LAUBER fetched me
from the train, PONGER had introduced me _to LAUEBER several days before in
Ischl, At that time I had been in Ischl and PCNGER had called my wife in
‘A1t Aussee who told him that eventually he could find me in the railroad
station restaurant, He cames there and I went outside with him briefly where
he introduced me to LAUHER in crder that I would recognize bim in the event
that he could not parsonally pick me wp in Salzburg, .On the 13th of Octeber,
LAUBER came with his Velkswagon and drove me to Reichenhall where PONGER had
put up in the Hotel Deutches Haus or Deutcher Hof, PONGER had elready
spoken with XRIECHBAUM but KRIECHBAUM was no longer in Reichenhall, having
arrenged to mact us in Munich, We met KRIECHBAUM in the restaurant near the..
bus stop by the Hotel Schottenhammel (afternmoon of 13 October), The converw - -
sation was sgain purely theoretical as it had bassn a ‘year before ‘and KRIECH-.
BAM indicated that the situation in the German Intelligencs Service was
still completely unclear, saying that the Americana naturally would never - .
1st a.man like Dr; Schneider (translator note: Oehlen) bo dismdissed- and
"that this man would play an important role in the future, etc, Nothing
concrete was discussed at this meeting, KRIECHBAUM- gave the impression of
" being very sick and statad that for several months he had been desperately
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111, Several days before my journey, I had. lea.med through a crurmal
police officer attachea to the State Policé in Salzburg by the name. of.
"ANGERER, -not directly but through cuteouts, -that; Curt 'PONGER  Has suspected
_in Vienna of working for.the.Soviet Intelligence:Seivice, (It was in:
- anothér: connection that.the name of PONGER had: come up,) T had conge~
quently". pasaed: to ANGEBER. a writtén memorandum stating that I knew a
certain: Curt "PONGER and telling what I know :about thie -mane- This gournev

".. with.PONGER seemed -therefore much' more interesting, “since I hoped to get

the’ opmx-t\mlty to be able to make "conclusions about PONGER. ~ I had the .

greatest, doubt that PONGER conld:be a Soviet agént,. since his entire.-

activity- dunng the past year, at least as far as I:tould see, :ind:.cated

otherwise, - The man had been a Captain ‘with OSS, -was .then an officiel in

- Nurnberg vheré in the last stages of -the triaL that par]mu-pmk note of

194546 "half -ended among. Americans, He then’ got the" concessions of American

agencies in.Austria end: he ‘had ‘thien arranged ; tbat my ‘book, Die. Gehe:une ’ S
Front, a work.most offensive to:Russia.and, to Commmism whick tiad bee EC et e B

¢ Fforbldden'in the Soviet Zone and wh'ch had. been ‘subjectof’ hostile. atten-

tion by ‘various’Soviet comnands 3y - -should. appear in; Suitzerland. On this
- Journey, PONGER | ‘behaved in & complete‘ly zmsuspicious fashion, he ‘showed 'no .
“interest in'what-Iwas doing; and we practically never -saw eacl_l other - g

axcept at certa.in meals. It was admitted]y unusnal that

yLAUBE‘.R on the 15&1 of October- to Nurnberrg, I _imnedia‘bely :took’:the train on
to’ Dusseldorf where I had business and:there ‘did not. meet PONCER ‘and TAUBER
"again.until the 1B8th of October when I met them in. “Bonn, ;- VWhen they arrived
I had completed all my buginess.and consequsntly went- ahead by train to
Stattgart, where on the 20th I met PONGER and’ VEREER' again._ I srranged for
‘them to visit:-the Porsche works, since they wished ’co make' a photographic
"study for the United States, and on ths same-day we went on to Munich,” where.
after spending the night. we proceedsd to Aussee, PONCER.and LAUBER intendad
to go only .as far.as Salzburg but I persuaded them to. bring me to Aussee and
they svent -the mght in Grundlsee, On the.following morning, they wished to
try to make some pictures of spawning fish (at that time the spawning period
of a local fish was beglming), Since that time I have seen neither PONGER
- ner the others -and have received no letters with the excoptlon of the
Christmas card mentioned above. . ) . . s

"After becoming aware of the arrest of PONGER and VERBER; I decidsd to
infcrm the office of Dr. Schneider and hereby set down.as an aide memoir °
infornmation which substantiates my orel report, This matorial is to be used
only with my explicit permission—ethat is, without my specific permission
it cannot be forwarded to any office, (Translator mote: When questioned
on this statement, HOETTL admitted that he speciflcally meant it could not
be fnrwarded to an American office, He stated, however,-that his main
reason for this was to ensure security, since he was not aware of the extent
10 #hich disseminations were made ingids Gehlen's organization and he actually
hoped to restrict dissemination to General Gehlen hinself and thereby to the
really responsible American officer,) ‘
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""he secmé name which Sacrs interesting in an intellissmie tonhectioh

s that of the former 5B Obersturmhahafvehrsr Josel URRAR, Concerning thid
‘man. PEIGER had astoundingly podd inforwation, He told =~e thwo ymays ngo that

UKL was an apgent of the Arerican, Rritdsh and ‘reneh Inteld {jzence SéPviceh
as well as of the intelligence service cof the Austrian Stale Polled, it
that this had not hindered hir from hecoming intelligence chief vf. tha
‘Neo=llazi sroup of SOUCEK._ A remark of PQiikli's made a long time Ano made 1%
a,)pcar te me at that time that URBAN alse had conncctions with bhe Inrneli
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