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Your comme\nts are solicited.
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. Upon receipt of this

posa,i involves a' . policy matter which is outside the realm .

Jurisdiction.[ £ 3 will tell her, also, that this proposal appears | '

to- ,be rather risky and might not be looked upon favorably by ODYOKE, o

but that she nay raise it with ODACID if she so desires. . R
onse has not yet been delivered to the author, but will be' at

;l next contact with her. R W

Please also note that .~ T and T
We would appreciate receiving your . coments .on this
situation, pa.rticula.rly on the facts of the case as presented by

) . ONLY QUALINED DEs
' _-}" APR 7 {084 | can Aot oEKiNG
Chief FE / b RO, SER. wICRORLY
susJECT . :
Proposal vBring KODAMA Yoshio to PBPRIME {l l;
ACTION REQUIRED - REFER “

1
i’orwarded under separate cover is a letter which was
to (— I and whicbh requests KUBARK funds and Support of
a schene tolbring KODAMA Yoshio to PBPRIME, :
letter L _ requested our advice on how to reply to the proposa.l !
Believ,ing tbe situation an extremely delicate ome with questionable N
1 when thanking.the author 1 )
his to our attention, to advise hexrw that this qh
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The . Ke“nnedy referred to in the nttached letter is ‘Robert " - e B
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Attached: hereto for your information is & copy. of Cc IASJ
- 15 October: 196:; biographic sunmary on KODAHA Yoshio. .
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Febryary 23, |964

Rew York 17, MN.Y, . G

Dear Joe:

| couldna® mail thls to you.Seturdav from Mew York as
. the postoffice was closed.

g The attsched memorandum is the one | presented to Mr,
Kcnncdy on Thiursday, February 20+ He read it with extroe cares
‘He asked me whet | wanted him to dos ! exnlained that | had already

told the Agency about thls matter end was giving them the same:memor-:-

andum In New York and wase colng to ask the Agency to prayide the funds
tor the project i+ It Is approveds | told him | felt that he should

" know about It as | assumed that Kodama could .no! come to thils country

without unofficlal ofticial approvals. He then sald, "You would like
tor me-to see that his visa fs arproved.”" 1 said ves. He said that
he would have the matter studied and «culd be in touch with me.

So ! am formally reruesting In thic letter that the 4-ency
provide the funds tor this project 14 it is zsr-reved.

I flan to be back Ia Mew York March 2rd, hut §f anvitin=n

"prevents this, | will let vou know.

Yarmest rersonal recnar-s,

e~ -
—c - =

_ RUNH SHELDON KN 'LES
1623 South Meadison
Tulsa 20, Ok lahoma
Tefechone: AC OB, Luther 5-92528
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CONFIDENLIAL MERORANDUN CONCERKWING A PRCUJECY
70 SPRENGLHEN ©HL FEEE WORLD'S IRFILUXNCE IN
YIiE JAPANESE POLILICAL SILUATION.

SULBARY

There is a group of influerntial industrialists and
educators in Japan who have organlzed as a private group t0 preserve
a free society and who are actively flghtlng Comaunism in ways
which we in the United States do not do.

One of the leaders of this group, Dr. izasgtoshi Matsushita,
president of Rikkyo University (St. Paul's, witik 10,0C0 students)
and one of Jepan‘s leading educators, believes thet i% would be in-
valuable to the cause of tne free world to arrange to bring the
most important unofficial politicel leader in Japan to visit the
to give him an understanding of Western ideas and

the Western way of life.

Phis men is Yoshio Kodama, the politicel "boss" of Tokyo.
He is a "boss" in the old-time U.S. political sense and his connect-
ions and power infiltrate throughout Jepen's gambling, nightclub,
sports etc. worlds. ie is the behind the scenes.political "boss"
wno controls the bzlance of politicel power. A more detailed sketch
of how and why will be part of this memorand&m. Kodama is an avowed
anti-Communist. His motivation for his personal activities is
political rather than financiel. &He is an 0ld ~~rle Japanese nation-
alist end has never had any exposure to the Vesuern worlad.

In essence, ne represents tiae "old forces” in Japen and
controls tnem. ‘fhe “new forces", who are trying to be a bridge
between Asiz end the Western world, (as represen%ed by Dr. iatsushita
and his group) feel that Kodama has matured and is flexible. They
feel they can get him to cooperate in criticsl U. S.-Japanese problems
if he is given a framevwork of reference to ve able to think in temms
of the world instead of just Jepan. If Kodama visits the U.S. they
believe that on his return they will be able to cepitalize on this
increased urderstandlng at key moments and in the weys nulch‘Japurese

handle these things with Japanese. .

Kodams ras no idea that anyone ic < inking szbout hixg in
these terms. Due t0 his background end his current role ne could
not be invited to tiie U.S. officially. A¥ the same time, he un-
doubtedly would rot be given a visa without the consent of U.S.

authorities.
Ve have devised a plan whereby e could ve invited to

come as. the "guest" of a leadlng U.S. Hewspaper provided that the
‘project has unofficial governmert anproval and vnat funds.. can be

Gbtained for the project.
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In order to understand how tnis project in practical
internationel relationships has developed and why it is meaningful,
it is necessary to know the background, relationship and motivetion

of the people involved,

Iy personal biogrephy is ettached. I Lave been accepted
into the inner circle of tnis group of Japanese wio are fignting
Communism end trying to esteblisih a bridge between Japan and the
Western world, since we met at an econoxic cunfereuce in Belgium
in 1962, I wes with them again last Decerber wnile un an around

the world writing trip.

in addition to Dr. Matsusnita, among otaer impo;tant .
nembers of tre group are wr. Iwasa, president of the Fujii Bank
and 3ir. Seigen Wanaxa, a leading industrialist who Iies an unusual
history.

Nr. Ttanaka was Secretary General of the Communist Party
of Japan from 1929 to 1931 and organlzed end directed the terrorist
activities of the a2rmed Communist unaerground. J“aen he was sentenced
to 12 years in nrleon nis mother commited narakiri. After six yesars
the goverrument commuted his sentence, but Tanske insisted on serving
nne full tem as an act of atonement. Le was converted to the cause
of freedom und became a business success ipn nrder to finance anti-
Communist activities. He ieads a number of -il, petroczemical,
construction and development companies. 5e led the majority faction
of the radical Zengakuren boys to defect from the Japanese Communist
Party in 1960. At the same time, he organized tne ILeague of Students
in Defense of Democracy wnose membersiip now amounts to 40,000. e
neads the National Councilia® in Defense of DemocraC"'"rich iz work-
ing to unite over 450,000 laborers irom neutral unicns and longshore-
men in order to matca the leftist Sonyo labor union.

As glready stated, Dr. dMatsushita is president of ™ [yo
University end his zis PaD in internatiorel law from Columbia Uni~
versity. He was in Washington last week lecturing as tie Far East
expert at tne Institute of International Education. His university
is Episcopal oriented end supported by the ¥piscopal ciurch here.

Dr. niatsushite and Tenaka have been spearheading a drive
to obtain government legislation to stiffen penalties for dope
traffic and to place control in one central enforcement agency
rather than having it scattered in various ministries. The Commun~-
ists, of course, have been using the dope traffic as a source of
foreign excihange for tiheir undergzrownd activities in Asia waich is
why Tanake and atsushita are fignting it.

- As a result of these activities the underworld attempied
t0 assassinate Taneka in Wovember end ne is still in the hospital.

Dr. hessiushita hed a meeting with Kodewa, the "Boss",
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end Yaoka, tie "suo-boss" from Osegita, two weeks ago in Tokyo and .
they.ooth assured aim taey would cooperate to the fullewt extent
witn ailmself and Tanaka in tneir enti-narcotic work agzinst tae
Comnunists.

All tiis background is by waey of establishing the rather
unusual relationsiiv of tanese people. ©¥Tnere is a dedication in
Japanese politics for which there'is no equivalent in tae U.S.

Koshio Kedama has nad a compliceted career. In brief,
he btegan as a student revolutionary--a rightist but loyal to the
Enperor and spent time in jail; w:s one of tie aiga jovernment ad-
visors in Prince Higéshikuni's saministraztion in 1945; was a cebinat
minister; was tue first man to make & personsl cennection with
General hacArtjur und tae Premier; was arrested as a Class "A" var
crininal for dealings in wer mater1e1 and spent turee years in jail
but was subsequently found not guilty; ke engaged in vazrious kinds
of businesses but always basically politiecs. He nas extended his
influence tarougaout Japan's underworld as a means of being the
benind the scenes political "boss" with an 1moorthnce that ne feels
he could never acideve now openly. .

As.I understand it, in Japan tne strong point of control
by being tae "boss" of the underworld is not only st votes but
the fear of physical force. Thnere have been a number of political
stebbings and acts of violence recently. As Dr. i.atsusiita expleains
it to ma, "Unless you cun keep tne underworld neutral you cannot get
power, Otrerwvise your life is in Fegxxi JeOpardy end unless you are
anxious to get to neaven sooner than later you aus» don't oppose

tnen. "

Dr. Latsushita says that Xodama is en Oriental and =xik o
anti-Vestern. 'ais is why he is anti-Communist because ne considers
harxism =nd Leninism are. ¥estern concepts. In othner words ne is a
ngtionalist and zn Oriental, out one waom Dr. Katsusnita and this
group believe is now ilemlole enougnX to work wita tzem if ke is
given the exposure to tne U.S. wnich tais project propnoses.

Dr. netsusaita is more taan awere of the problems involved
in cerrying out this project, and aporeciates now tais nas to be
checkxed out. Ior tae last 15 years ae nas been responsible for
drafting tne laws in Jepan ageinst enti-subversive activities and he
has worked closely with the Japanese Investigetion Bureau of Public
Peace. He tells me tnat he can get the full support of this agency
in connection with this project if there is any question as to why
Xodera is coming tere. . "

Tne principle point to be kept in mind is that this project
is initiated by Dr. Latsushita, his colleagues and mybelf as e
practical zad positive one to strengtnen the cause of tiae free worlad
in Japan. ¥e thnink this is perticularly important et this - .1e due
to the rising eccnomic pressures to open the door wide to ©r. le with




Red China and the Soviet Union.  Although Kodama is enti-Communist
he is" also anti-iiestern and since he holds a certain balance of
power it is intelligent to carry out a project which would give the
Japanese group additional leverage in getting nim to meke tae right
decisions at the right times.

LODUS OPERANDI

The approach to Kodama hss to be a logical one. This is
the plan which Dr. Iiatsushita states will work, speaking from the

Oriental point of view. o

@” Jameson Campaigne, editor of the Indianapolis Star, also
ettended the ecoromic meeting in Belgium and became & friend of
this Japanese group. Yne plan is for him to go to Tokyo to do some
grticles and Dr. katsusiita will introduce aim {o Kodema. After
sufficient meetings Campaigne will invite Xodama to the U.S. as
the. guest of the Indienapolis Star and tell him thet in return he
would like to have him write some articles about nis impressions .
of the U.S. Dr. listsusnita would influence rim to =ccept the invi-
tation. Ve would then set up en appropriate progrem whereby he
would meet meaningful people erd ste activities and places important -
to his "dducation." Dr. Latsusiita w»uld "coincidentally" arrive
in tane U.S. during his visit to nelp keep thnings on course..

Both Dr. hiatsushite and I heve discussed this with Campaigne
who is in accord with the importance of the project and hos is a
perfect person for nis role.

We ere now séeking cooperation to carry out the project.

’ s ‘ : Sincerely,
. . PR - . ’:-..\ L
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RUTH SHELDON KNOWLES

1623 south Madison
Tulsa, Oklenonmz
. Telephone: Area Code 918 :
Iuther 5-9528 .
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