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' Biographical Sketch
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RUTH_SHELDON KNOWLES '

,d o B

-The granddaughter and daughter of 1ndependent ollmen and wife of
another, Ruth Sheldon Knowles, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, is a petroleum .
specialist, magazine writer, lecturer and author of the. best-selling
"The Greatest Gamblers," published by McGraw-Hlll in 1959.

In 1939, the Mexican government retalned her to make a survey .of -
2ll the oil fields and refineries in Mexico. 3hé was the first forelgner

In 1941, Mrs. Knowles was app01nted by Secretary of the Inter1or
Harold L. Ickes as a Petroleum“Specialist on his :staffiand was;sent to
“South America to make the first U. iS. government survey of South
"American oil fields and refineries; she remained with the Petroleum "

« Administration.for War till the end of 1942.. The following year she was '
a special consultant to the Venezuelan government on 1ts new petroleum ‘

law.,

From 1951 to 1959 she spent a great’ deal of t1me in Cuba where she
was a principal factor .inv 1nduc1ng(varlous o1l companies to explore, ohe
was the. "godmother" of ‘the discovery of Cuba's-first sedlmentary 011 :
field which started.a: $L0, ooo ooo 0il hunt there. =~ ' . . '
While carrying on a-career as w1ldcatter and coneultant i and
raising -four children -=. Mrs. Knowles has written many technical arti-
cles for the professional journals and articles of gefieral interest.for,
such magazines as the SATURDAY EVENING POST, FCRTUNE, READER'S DIGEST,
AMERICAN WELKLY NATION'S BUSINESS, ATLANTIC, etc. ‘ L

Mrs. Knowles has also written and’ produced ‘a.series of radlo pro—
grams on 0oil for the- American Petroleum. Institute. ar@ written another
series for the Voice of America, broadcast in Europe ‘and the Mlddle

East. , N 3 : b

In 1961 she was glven an award as "Woman of the Year" 1n Oklahoma
by American WOmen in Radio and Telev151on. . o _
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In 1962, Just before the m15511e crlsls Mrs. Knowles spent a
month in Castro's Cuba. Her reports appeared in the SATURDAY EVENING
PCST, WALL STREET JOURNAL, WORLD PETROLEUM,; PETROLEUM TODAY and U, S.'. :/
NEWS ’AND WORLD REPORT. . Subsequently she v151ted East ‘and, West Berlln.

~
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For the past three summers she has- lectured ‘to Américan Studles'

programs given in colleges and: unlver51t1es throughout the Unlted States;,i

She is currently wrltlng another book "TheAInnovators," for s
McGraw-Hill. . ‘ ; . "
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