| |RE

.7

From N-w Y2a2r Sugnlement to Shuken Santed

"MADEAN PELASONAI I- ILa" /

v—//
Miystary Figura, -
&%z The True Character of the Deediped "Yoshio Kcgama."
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Csrasr and Opinions Revssled for Firct Time K
BR\\:-

Interv1efer. Yonosuke Miki ,_¢==;:

Oe¥aige

« My Caresr-

Miki: Your background is hardly krown (to the nublic).

‘First,
I'd like tr ask ynu shout

vour childhoond.

Kodamas: VWnen J v s a child, T was voor and vent through

tremsndous hsrdsnipse. Héwever, today I forl that I wae

vry fortunate to have been so.

P

The reason is because thanks to
this I am teoday able to f:e} comnsssion teward evayhody.

My heimat is Nihonmatsu in Fukusnizma, My father's farily name

was Yamada. I wes adonpted ann my name became Kodams,

“ The house of
Kodama was & fawilv of physicians in waiting to the Lord of the

Nihonmotsu Clah. Thus, my fatha2r also studled medicins.

Later, however, he quit the profession #nd becams the

Secretety-General of the’then Liberal Party and eventuall s becagse
Maifuku Sanji” of tﬁé%prufectura---or what would correspordent to

the Vice~=Governor of the prefecture today.

~ According to the stori:s of old~timers, my father was the first to

own & carera n Fukushima Prefscture., He w2s alsc the first man

to ride 2 bicyc¥s in the prefsescturs, He se=med to hsvs been

gr'te & "hikara" (hiph collar) gentleman.

If things had continued as they ware, it would have been fina.
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Howavery my mother died when I vas seven.
my his
' hery Ixxhux father had divoreced fimxt first wifa, by whoh
ed 1n Fukus%jma snd had
he had 2 daughter. This daughtar marrid % moved to Korea.

In orde~ to marry my

Tha yes- after mv scther died, mv fathér took me to my sdixex
wld=sr sisters's placé in Kerea.
My brother-~irelaw was & very strict parson and gave ms away to
g8 farily originali from Oits Prfecture, called Kono. Of courss,
there vas nothring wrong with this because at that time 1 was
s really bad youngstar whom you couldn't layzkamds om do
anything with. My father raturned to Rokushizme from Korea,
fecling relieved,
I was sent to school from ths femily that had adoptsd me.
However, I didn't attend regularly, pléying truant gs2 all
== the time and T was in danger of failing my class. Vhen I "as in

becasuse of this and that
my fifth grad<, my adcptei family gave me th: sack/end I r turndd

to mv sister's plsce.

My sister's family had their hands fullg evcn_without me, and
so I was sent back to Japan., It was tha 1Cth yesr of 8 Tsisho
(1921). I had bssn in Korea thexsxysaxs rough'y three yesrs,

Then I entered s what you may callx it texixz spinning factory in

Kameido....

¢ About this *‘ime, whenever motion pictures or a dramatic troupe
care to town, the troupe wembers would walk #round town publicizing
their shows. On such occasions, if children followed the
troupe members , waving red flags, they were given 1C s=n

-

& free ticket to the show. Since I was the leader ofk the

neighborhood kids, I joined tk one of ths pzrad-s wifh four or five

others. On= of the troupe# squealed on me to my father énd I got

a
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@ real belling cut from mwy “ather,
I wae so chugrinad that I cculdn't bear it. So I tied
two or three¢ smpty cans on the teil of & dog and hung a string
of firecrsckers on the dog's neck., Then, I 1it the firaecrackers sand
chased the dog on the stage. The play, of course, was s@ex
thrown intn cornfusion and 1 felt much better. But, becauss of this,
I covldn't go to school and it was uncomfortable rensining at home.
Ta I , thus, dscided to go to the dormitory attached *o
the sninning factory. But, when I got in I found we wers forbidden
to lgsave ths pramises for twé years, OQur pay was about two yven a
motnhe If we ate two three-sen bowls of soba after late night work,
wa found that two ven A14n't lsat very long, having as we did other
exnsnses, I learnt through bittsr experienve just how pitiful
the life of young mill workars was,.
In tha spring of the 12th yeer of Taisho, 1923,
I ran away froom the factory snd ®é crossed ovar to Korea to my sistar's
placs again. My sister found me s job as "shosei" (student house=boy) -
to a bone-sstter doctor. I ctayed theiex there till the 15th year,
1926, attending a commercial school at night. Eventuaily, I wanted to
become an airplsne pilot snd I fluttered back ta Japan. Hovevar,
the Job of 2n airplane pil-t was far from my reach, In order to
ske out an existence, I entered tke¢ an iron mill :called Fukunaga
on Mikawe Island as & youth factoryhand. We were by then in the Showa
Fra. It was sbout thetime that lskz the labor movement was
catching'firs. On the otner hand, the guys of the so-called
capitalist class were having a wallopinz good tima each night in
the restaurants and the "machiaif 82 (houses of sssignation) ”
in the Mukojimz district. Thpeugh All the while, I was
feeling to, my very bones the contradiction of we laborers

unzble to make a living no matter ncw mucn we wWorkede




Lotrmlrals
In this wsy, I grsduslly bescame 3 d'scontented youth. However,

I could not understand why we had to weve red [lags in order re carry on
¢ lebor um%z movemant or why we had tc sheut about the irviet Union

being ur motherlsnd,

After 211 weren't we Japanesa=--

DIRECT APPHAL TN EMPEROR 15 DLBUT

Miki: Was it about that time vou made a direct anpesl to the
Emperor on the qusstion of unsmplcyment relief?

Kodamrs: That was @ little later---

About that time, Bin Akao, with the backing cf Shinkichi Uesagi
(now desd),formed an crianization called the "Kenkoku Kai" (literally,
nationa construc‘icn asscciation), This, at that time, was ths most
progressive of right-wing organizati-zgdse. It was 1928 when I entersd the
organizatione

On tcp of the fact that I was ycung, I was fired with fervore.
And, 2s worker, I had expsrienced with my own self the pitiful 1ife of a
worker., On the other hend, politicians vere being involved in one
s~andal after another, while political narties were alreaiy showing
signs of degensretion.

Just a3t thest moment, His Majesty was to s=t out on Nevembar 3, 1929
for the vicinity of Akasakes Kitsvke. I thovght thet here was a good chance
snd with a direct sppeal in my hanas, I Juzpe? on His Mgiesty's carg.

The moped#l said: "Your Majesty, pleese save the 2,000,000 unemploged with

your own hands."
&

Of course, I'wee arrested on the spot.

Ordinarily, I wovld have been sentenced to a r«formotory

by a juvenile court. I was sepnt befcre a district court.

In reply to the procurator who attackel me, saying: "You are the

@ reslly impious guy," I raebutted zs follcws!
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"From ancient tiges, it has been seid that honor i1s as betwaen
the lord and retainér and cozpassion as betveen foth.r ond son. I am
1& years old. When I become 21 I shall be called to erns. And,
on the strength of one red sheat (NB The coldr of the notice drafting 2

~eivilian into the army), I sm called upon to die¢ at any time. Who in the
world would die, if he did not think of Eis Majesty @s father.

"Today, theére ar-= 2,000,000 unempl-yeds VWhat is wrong vith my making
an appsal '
apRNRYINX to my father «t a time when the cabinet winisters, who ars
‘my elder brothers standing between ue and ny father, are administrating
the country in tge s mistaken way? That is why I don't think I am=-

Zx have been impious in any way,"

Thersy I got & six-month sentence and was sant to the Maebashi
Penttentiary. I really suffered becduse of the XLZ wxtreme cold.
However, I was able to resd sll kinds of books on ethics and I learnad
a lot, -

It was 1930 when I came out of prison. As bsfore, the strsetse
were filled with gnemplxyed and fsrring communities were in the extremiti-s
of poverty. But; th;:political purt&as snoved ho signs of
self—reflecy;on, grovelling about in the depth of corruﬁtion.

It was about this time that the "Ketsumei Dan" Izrzdsngxaxexx
(Blood Fedaration) Incident aroses

Then, such persons as Shumei Okawa Senssi and Ikkil Kita S=nsei
began their sctivitiss with the idea of reforming Jupan., Ckawa SemEX
Sensel organizsd the 8 Jimmu Kai. In this s revolutionary
right-wing was born.

I. myself, left the Kenkoku Kai and joined the Kyushu
Aikolu (Patriots') Kai, headed by Tatsuo Tsukui. The Kenkoku Kai
was being financed by the financ'ers, I felt that this would not do and

decided on joining the Kyushu Aikoku Kai. In shert; this organizatioen
/;’v'

A
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'In short, werz we were neithaer the cstspeve of the firencial clique
nor the tools of :he politicianses , It was & party that had 2s itc basic

ides the Fabruary 26 thinking---lst's bring about a revclution in tha
name of the Emparor,
Ir the spring of the following year, 1931, I sent to
Junosuke Inouye 2hktper a latter in which I l1isted a¥Xzmixemx
_ "You dog of the
his va-ious crimes 2nd a dagger with the message: Ykziagziikaxyarxof
the flnenciersysze cut out your bow;ls bravelY.ﬂ; This was adljudged as

04

constituting the crime &f intimidation and f wWa3 given anothef six=month
antencc. )

It was the beginnfng of 1932:when I came out of prison, and
retﬁrned to the headgquarters of the & Kyushu Aikoku Kai. That Aigh£

Inouye was killed:by Tadashi Konumae
At that , U was escort=c -to tha Metropolitan Police. I was subjected

to a gruelling questioning on suspicion thst I had something to do with

Konuma's killing of Inouye. However, I had 2 firm alibi 2nd I wes

rel-ased after two days.

With this and that, T found Japan too troublesoms znd in March, 1932,
I fle@ from Jepan to Manchuria.
LAND
I GET TO XNOW THL NEW PKEERIZX N MANCH{URIA
Miki: What were you doing in Hanchuria? It -doesn't seem that

youvstayed too long.
Kodama: I went to Manchuria with the intention of locking up

" _a senfor cexe#a comrade, Ryomei Kussgi, who wis Chief of the Personnel

Departwent cf the South Manchurian Rsilwsy and who was & colleague of

Okawa Sensei ana Kita Sensei,. But no sconer had I reached Manchuria;

~when that yay 15 Incident broke out. My. senjor, Kasagi, saids
"Stick it out in Manchuria with the fealing youtre going to bory your

bones here, But, despite his encourapements, whanever I haesrd of
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my collsagueés being dragged off by tne police, I couldn't remain still,

After reneated requests, Kzsagt Sentei finally psrmitted
me to return hoze to Japan, As soon as I got home, 1 took nart in
the plans with Hidezo Toyama (now dead) to launch & second May 16
Incident. This vas the ircident they called the Imperial Capital
Blackout Incident, when it was later d'scoverad prems urely.
Tho plan wss to cut off the electric pover transmissions to the
mporial Capitsl and thrown the whole of Tokyo into darkness and

confusion. If this took place, the military would withou! fajl Adeclare

martial lsve 795 After that, the plan was forfthe miiitary to earry
on frow thereé, However, the militsry withdrew frox the plot , claimimg
1t " as still too premsture to undertaks such 2z plct. As & r-sult,
two or thres of our own group docidcd to go shesd on our owne Fis Majesty
stxEmpxxnr vas to set out for a large scale war maneuvers in Novembnr.
We plannv3\¢o ¥ag lie in ambush and to kill thres of ths cabinet m nisters
who would bﬂ in the Imperial retinue.
. At tpat timc, I was s'aying on the secord flcor of & rooming houss,

calied Sequn Kan, close tc Toysma's place, There wér had hiddsn
bomts snd mortar shells for use in esrrying out our plot,

However, oné night, one of our grcup camexa to see me. Ha was dzak
drunke. He picksd vp one of the bombs wund began handling it, saying:
"I wonds~ just how effactive tbis is."‘ I tried ‘to sfﬁp him, saying:
"It's dangerous, be ter put it downe"™ But, before 1 conld stop him,
he# dropped th- btomb ana it started rolling down the stairs. It
rolled into tne street in “ront gu® of the hous: and thare explcddd
with a tremsndous noise.

Two or three of us manages to wscapes, Bul those who wers
slow on their feet wers csught. As‘are'ult of the house search

that followed, the nortsr shells were 3lso founde In the end, I
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myself vwas caught.

I waes thrown into p ison for s=ix montns until
1938, It was my third priscn tsrm.

After bzimpz my r<lesse, I became friendly with Yoshio Miura and
was introduc=d to Tomio Iwata. I beczms Iwvata's guest and went to live
¥ith him, ' |

That ssms yesryim 1938, I gathered together thosa connscted with
Kita Sensei and {ormed ths sn crganiza‘'ion celled Higastu Kai (Febrwmry
Club) and, on the other psnd, established & Nippon Juku ( 2 private
boarding schooll. _ '

It so happened thst Kassgi Sensei had returnsd from Manhuria
and I had h'm kindly look sfter the Juku. As lscturers, we invited such
first-rate prople as Genki Abe, Yutsro Nagaei and Xenji Tomita,

I became head of the Juku snd strove to inspire ths others with the iia#g of
Kita Sencai,
ACTIVE IN WANG CHINGeW:I INCIDENT

Mikl: Wwhat was the thing thst 1led vou tc bacome acﬁjve on the
continsnt?
Kodama: It was through my associstion with Tatsuo Kawaji, Follcowing '
my release from prison in 1938, Mr. Kawaj,'whb was Chied of ths Infofmation
Buresu of the Fcreign Office at that time, looked after zs in many mony
w;ys. He oftén used to say: "Don't go around boastirg abou! revolutions
when you ar- still in Japan. You have to first study China." - In the
spring of 1939, Mr. Kaval said that he wss going to Hankow and offered to
~ take advantage of hls trip to tike me to Shaﬁghai. ‘In this way, I went
with him to Shanghai on the samne plane. And, he & so vrote letters
of 1ntr;ductjon for ma ZB to the Japanese consuldtes in various parts of
China.
At Shanghai, Vice Consul Iwai hsd gathered together the
students of the Tungwen Institute (Cowmon Srcipt Insitute) =nd had formaed

@ Shanghai Special Swrvey Group. &fxthe On the recommendstion of Kawuiesan,

"I csme to work with the Survey Greup. While engaged in this ant that,
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the inc de&nt thet rpoke oot vee ke Wwinp Chinpekei Incident.

“

I was ca’led heck br the Cernercl Staff to Tokvo and asked to protact

FEYEXS Wonp Chinpewsd o nic hodyrusards. It wes the Foreipn icu

thet he 4 reécommerded == to the Gerersl - Staff and this was the st«rt{

of my aszocis*ion wvitk the militarye.
o
At tnisy, I scke:i: "khat am I supposed to do?"

ATzke ten Jatanes: with you. On ths surface make out *hat ;

you are mexbirszafz wmplcyss of the 031 Pa.;or Manufm tw-ine Com*ﬂn]. L

2tols ané small cerbines in the Foreign Or;ic-:' -

nc

ok

We will plice »ni

snipzents o0 Chin, You useé tbese v~apons tec g rd hang Ching-hei."

This vos the srnisver.

-

As a result, I got together 13 men under me . We traihed by -
the General Staff in the use¢ of small =rms ano in c¢rrying out

intelligence activities. Ten days latsr, ve crossec ‘over to Shanghai.

In this 2g way, we camé ‘c cooperate with the genjarmer:e And’ I wa

engaged in this work until iykl,,‘01 course, during this ‘perod I dig not

kill @m i singls zan and wvhen I vss imprisoned inVSugamo -I-wgs ablg to

prefant & gcod tes imony.:-
o

Eowev-r, in August of 1941, I wss called out. by thevGendf§I §taff'
. in Tokyo and dismiszed without s wors of notice. i':'.'L"c'ui.:caus'.-e aﬁ’for‘this
‘hat T had served as 2 lialson m.n for Lt,- Gentr.l Ganji iwﬁ

o

was the {act

Ishig?ra, who wWRS runnin; the E st Asia Le.gu= in China and this had ;?:37

displeased ﬁulnt Prea wler. Gumr.l Tojo. ., I‘hat \as mw tnd the o

As 2 rcsult, I'c mpletlly cama to

'ralations:butﬁisn the.two men‘ye;p.
hate the CYIAL¥ryzx . srmy. -

FORK KCDAMA MISTON IN SHANGHAT 5

4 Miki: The s;;-'ca’iled }2(6_@&.7? Mis'sion'”.was a: d’evel},"

-
C F ,
plac- after this, wssn't it? s <

»

The Xodums Mission wss an organization I fermed after T,

Kodama:
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want over to the Nazvy. At s time, &s. I Just tolc you, when Izwas e
. : Yanagata,

feeling rotten sbout the Armv, 'Bkz Rcar Admi*al Nﬁﬁﬁ&, through an

intcrmediary, propcsed to me wnatnay I wotld not liks to go over to China

‘ ovaer on -

to start/anothar Jobe " . ‘ _ R

o "No thank you," I said," ' tha- military are all a bad tvpe.' AR

'They use you as much 2s they can and then throw you out."-7

p—— e

i

"o, TheJNavy won't do such thing, so you don't need to warry.
eWhafuver the case, plessa 80 to China and pla:se buv Lp &s much
@, materials far airecraft as ybu can," was - ghe rgply.. » S -‘l;

At this, I decidad'to ta&a-on tne job -nd-croéééd once again;tpvv

3:f Shahghai. Tht That was just one. vaek beforo wer broka pu§;|Iu thisvwayjﬂi
| was the Kodama hission born. . . - | .

Our work was the purchass, as I just said, of avtationy  ; :v, i |
materials for aircraft, combined with intelligenca worP

We went purchasing materialabfrom Manchuria in"the nortb to Bangkok in

tha. south, which wa sent on in bulk to thn Eircraft szhatr :

chhn‘cal Depot at 2.0 Yokosuk..' In. tha end, we even had the v ) “f“:

"Jika tabi" (rubber solad tabi)', which the wor/srs at, the dapot wore, :

mado in Snsg Shsnghai -nd shiopad to Yokosuka. In nanj fieldo,» ,
" 1in the end Qo
Mitsul and Vitsublehl wara ay competltors, buu/we won through. ’

.ﬁf “‘ In thc mcsntime, Rc:r-Admir-l Yamag.td uas transferod from - .
the Navy Aviation Hbadouavters to thefront line and Rear-Admir-l

Takijizo Ohnlsbi took\over_hls post. fdmiral Ohnlahi also.was

transfcrred to thefPhilloplnas *u at the eng of l9#h. Later,’ ﬁ;,;'f;’
Just befoce the war snued, Adm"ril Ohnishl returnad to Japan as Vice- e

Chief of Naval Opcrations. I also returncd to Japan w1th him ann

untbl tha end of th 3 AT whan the A"iral committed harakiri

I vas. vory close’ 1 tions with him.f'f ;,(‘1; e ;ﬂ*‘,f ', -f': o

As 2 result of this, when Princs Higashlkuni organ:zed his' caanat, : ‘5§

Iabecamse a cabinat minister. Spon after, I was thrown int o Sugamo
Y
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as a war czmt criminu;.b
At th- fine I ‘atsred Sugaro, thc szx pronarty of the Kod ama

Mission totallad clfse .to Y100,00C,00C in cash (625 000, 000 2t the

currsnt rat of axbnangs) .nd over 798 YIOO 000, 000 in matar1als, such as

rY
AL

platinum and radiums. Thers was that much miter‘:l which the nodama

Mission hdd bought up but'ﬁhich it hid not dclivered to tne Government. T ¥

% Prior to this, imvediatel after ths war cnced, I took to the N
Mlnister of Navy.of that tima, Admir.l Yonai, the Kodama Mission's

b.nk books nnd 1nvent y of mauerials. The Admiral said:

WThera's no use in my acceptingsuch WOLE Yo Donacebit to o

something that is worthwhile.

[

As for the materials. I Nlll give it to

you as a award for vour ef;orts."

. Of the cash and- the materials, a consideruble amount was hz .

v

hnnde: over to Hatnyﬂmaosan sno Karouk Tsudi. T did not- put any strings~
2

e ;
on ‘theze g*fts, except to ask that they form the Liberal Party snd -

dcfcnda the Emp"or,svstem. o R

FIGHLEOUS INDIGRA *ON OVER FIGHERR PLATE,PROBLEM

S

Miki The conversation jumps, but it is r=norted that your : ' &

feel 2 tremendous rightacus indignation over ‘the racsnt question af

-k

- tha importation of figher plancs....'
‘ vaervad
Kodama: Thare are 3 number of men who wmxs upder R‘ar-Admlral .

Ohnishi in the D:fane Agcncy. At the bsginoing I bad no izxnxik

interest whataver in' airplanes. Bowevsr, one day T had/dlnner witb

i thes‘imcn and Chey vare cxpressing 1ndignatior af ‘the polntical partias. K

Thcy said ‘@ devision ndd heen. raachad two years Druviously on thc Lockhaeq E

£ hoiee of Japan 5 ueu plane, but *hat it had been changed all of

i as th.
They VEEN most indignsnt.-

qudcn in favor of tne Grumman.»

;I snoke to Konv=ssn anﬂ Kawushima-san about thls. Each said. f“

‘"Th:t's not 0. I don't kncw anything about airp1¢ncs.‘

. Py
Howcver, Tsushims (who was Q‘fﬁnso Minister} at that tlmn) ‘came and
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MASS produc=d, but the :purfukass oerformance flgures ware for the old

o
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&= aszked mexta pleaded with me to agree to the Grumman. I seid yes."

_This was what both tcld ms. I then investigatzd and found that

tbeitcp é#ecutiv&s of tﬁe Defanse Agency were sngsged in most
irresponsibls activities.

At the baginnlng, there wars four typas of planss as candidates
for Japan's next flgntor, Nortba American, Northrup, Lockhead and

sa, T Y

Grummane

The uhoiCe was narrowed down to the Grummnn and L’ckhead and
axgompa'atizez perforrance data on both types vere subwitted to the .

Cablnct.
The Grumman plane was stiil in the exp-rimental stage y without

a single plane in actual existence. The perfcrmance data was all g

estimstad figures, Ths Lockhcad was alreaéy being predac-dzimx

‘model, F104A. rurtbar, the Grumman was more sxpensive than the Lockheed

by Y15O 0C0,000 (includinc aggessErie armaments). dowcver,

”thc argument was patxferth that the differance in cost was covered by

B

tha better pexfxra performancs and for this reason, thxzDefy e
the Defense hgency wanted to adopt the Grummsn. '
The © hs stated, the éompérativép chart of performiance data .

was as the argument went, EoweVer, as a matter of fact,’ tbcsplana

" that the ‘Lockhzed Company was trying to scll to Japan ves not the rlOMA

but'en improvsd model, the 17‘].01+C. When'it came to this: plane,' o L

all the- defects of the Lockheed p aircraft, thﬂn the Defense Agency

was finding f-ult wlth, hud been romoved.

If S0, did the Dsfense Agency nnt know about the FIOHC? Howcvcr,
tﬁat was absolutely not’ so.szagamori (Gsneral) Survey Mission '
which had crosszad to the United States last August had recognizaed the
superiority of tge new model and the perfcrmance data, which Lcckhead

had submitted to ths U.Sy 2 Defense Department, had been relayed

g
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to amdzwas zr®z the D:fanse Agency through s ccrtein airceaft manufacturing
comphny and had been in the Defense Agency's hands fer scme time,

Even bsfore this?hggiaf of the Air .(tugzgz Staft Senzgl went to the

United Statas 1lgs in Decembsr of ths previocus year, he had heard

.a detslile’ sxplanation of this C type. Despite this fact, not oniy daiqd ‘f;:_

Sanagi pretsné ha did not know, but after he went to ths Urited States-

again in January of thig year, he had swung over suddenly to the Grumme n, -
Whataver the éaéc,'pha Defense Agency dalibsrately compar«d

the pegformanc~'data of the old Lockhsed Model A and the estimated

figure$ of the still_ﬁé?ompl;tid'Grummand and triad to push through

P PRI L RN

the Grumman that wss Y150 million more expensive per pland, Youxexx
You can't but'foel’indigpation. .

My fuéiing on this_subject,“to put it moﬁt bluntly, is that
in three years it vill becoms tha sge of missiles and that manned |
a@ircrsft will no lcnger become necessiry. Howaver, if we are to
spend close tcxexextedkhxoirtbxznékﬁmnzlxbxdgakz the blcod tax of a sa
sum close to ons tembikz tenth of.the nationa's budgst to import
fighter planes, the problem should be handlad with & strictly just
attitude. The'Dsfensc hzency is loolednon askance in many wayé by the

people of Japan. I,vwho earnsstly hoped for the Defénse Sgency L0 become

trusted by the nation, cannot in any way condone such 1rrcspon§ib111ty.
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