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COUNTRY 1RaQ’ | _ . REPORT NO.

2 EBRUARY 1963‘

SUUEC' 1.. KIRKUK AIRFIELD AND SECOND DIVISION ) DATE DISTR.
PRIORITY . -

N SUPPORT OF THE REVOLT (Lpsmmardin

| 2+ CAPTURE OF JALAL AWQATIfAT RASHID - PRECEDENCE
% AIRFIELD o S

DATE OF ‘ i : ‘ ‘ REFEREN".€S ! m;;66ll¢l»; )

INFO.

PLACE S ' i -

DATE Aﬁ |
APPRAL \ .
A - 1M1 ts UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE CRADINGS ARE DE®(NITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT

. 1. AFTER BEING INFORMED TH . THE COUP D'ETAT AGAINST PRIME
MINISTER QASIM HAD BEEN ACT' ATED DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS
oF 8 FEBRUARY, THE DEPUTY ~OMMANDER OF THE SECOND DIVISION IN

- KURKUK, HASAN MUSTAFA, ' «FORMED THE DIVISION COFNANDER BRIGA-
-DIER MAHWMAD ABD-AL R ZZAQ AND ASKED FOR HIS SUPPORT OF THE
COUP WHEN IT WAS . ZFUSED, THE COMMANDER WAS PLACED UNDER ARREST
INMEDIATELY AFTEF ARDS, MAJOR HARDAN TIKR! TI, comANDER oF AIR
'OPERAT—IO_NS IN * RTHERN IRAQ, TELEGRAPHED THE REBELS THAT K | RKUK

" AIRBASE HAD "~ N SECURED AND HAD .JOINED ~THE SIDE OF, THE REBELS.
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TIKRITI. AND ‘mo OTHER AIRFORCE_PILOTS THEN PILOTED 3 MIG-I7$ T0 BAGHDAD,'
FOR ATTACKS ON RASHID AIRFIELD AND THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE |
BUILDINGS. \ | REBEL TANK UNITS DRPARTED HABBANIYAH

- FOR BAGHDAD AT gugp HOURS, 8 FEBRUARY,) o t;;.
2. THE 3 MIG—I7S FROM KURKUK WERE JOIN_D BY TWO HAWKER HUNTERS

FROM HABBANIYAH AIRFIELD. THESE REBEL r~LANES FIRST BUZZED RASHID

-AIRFIELD WARNING "ROUND CREWS NOT T/ ATTEMPT TO PREPARE ANY PLANES FOR
TAKE—OFF. HOWEVER BRIGADIER JA L AWQATI, THE COMMANDER’OF
THE IRAQI AIR FORCE, WAS AT PlJHID AIRFIELD AT THE TIME AND
IMMEDIATELY ORDERED FOUR CFIMUNIST MIG- I9 PILOTS TO ATTEMPT TO
GET THE MIG-I9S IN THE / r AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. WHEN THE REBEL
P1LOTS NOTICED THIS G™ UUND CREW ACTIVITY DURING THEIR SECOND PASS |
OVER THE AIRFIELD, ,HEY STRAFFED THE MIG'I9’S AND BOMBED THE
RUNWAYS.' SUBSEP LNTLY, TWO MIG-17S AND THE TWO HAWKER HUNTERS
"BEGAN THEIR P KET . AND MACHINE GUN ATTACK.ON THE MINISTRY OF |
EFENSE BU DING.
30 -~.E THIRD MIG =17 CIRCLED RASHID AIRFIELD T0 PREVENT ANY

“AIR UPPOSITION FROM THE AIRFIELD

ATTEMPT. REBEL ‘TANKS WERE ALSO PLACED AT THE END OF RUNWAYS

TO PREVENT ANY PLANE FROM TAKING OFF. THE TANK ATTACK CONTINUED
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FIELD. SURRENDERED. BRIGADIER AWQATI AND THE FOUR COMMUNISTIPILOTS

WHO HAD ATTEMPTED TO FLY THE MIG-I9S ALSO SURRENDERED. [::i:::]

[

4, I, -
ON THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HAS REPORTED T+ LT THE LATE PRIMEIMIN-

In

ISTER'S ARMEb'CUARD AT THE MINISTRY HA™. PUT UP A WELL FOUGHT
BATTLE. T WAS NOT UNTIL THE MORN' s OF 9 FEBRUARY THAT THE

REBEL FORCE COULD ENTER THE MIN"JTRY THIS SAME OFF ICER SPECULAIED
IHAT THE LATE PR IME MINISTER .OULD HAVE HELD OUT FOR AT LEAST ¢
DAYS HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR T 1E REBEL AIR ATTACKS ON THE MINISTRY

MII‘
Il‘
“

BUILDING. )
5. | | ONE OF THE REBEL PLANES CRASHED WHILE

ATTACKING THE MIN’ STRY- OF DEFENST. 1T IS POSSIBLE THAT IT WAS |

ONE OF THE MIG-.7S INASMUCH AS OBSERVATIONS DURING THE LATE

MORM | NG AND‘.ARLY‘AFTERNOON OF 8 FEBRUARY INDICATED'THAT”ONLY TWO
MIG=17S A'U TWO HAWKER HUNTERS WERE INVOLVED ON THE AIR ATTACKS
ON TH. MINISTRY. DURING THIS SAME PERIOD NO OTHER PLANE COULD

i
M

BE OBSERVED CIRCLING RASHID, AIRFIELD.)
6.
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