
Source,
Date of
Info,

8

e.�Souree.
"Date of
Info.

.146KA,46S88

(tiger

SECRET

N A.ME:KEDIA, flichaol
KOEHLER, Uchael

ALIAS % BERTIMT, Michael
•ICHAL, M.

DESCRMION:
Weight:
Height: 61
Eyes: dominating
Hair : sparse reddish, cropped short
Complexion: ruddy
Spec, features: large nose, lonr face, rerular features

Date of Birth: 23-2-02
Place of Birth: Tiflis
Documentation & Citizenship:

Nationality: Georgian
FAMILY BACKGROUND: Father:
Georgienne
Uncle: Spiridon MEDIA, well-known
Chief of . the Security Police of the Georgian Government.'
Cousin:-KOBAKHIDZE, Konstantine

ADDRESS: (last known) 19
Re des Granges 1,
(*tam, Switzerland

_
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."Comfortable income fr
snail yoghurt factory

• which subject founded
•this father-in-law, Pani

director of the Surete
•

nationalist leader, at one time

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROWD: Speaks Russian, French German
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PREVIOUS CW,R Became active poiiticallY n' 1916 when he joined
a nationalist Georgian youth' orranization.. 1921 : left ,Georria with
family; stayed 15months in Istanbul, then s went to Keidelburg wher
'studied national .economy.. 1924 went •k Paris where his 	 lived.d.
e and father-in-law founded a srall yOghurt factory.'

192':/ joined the youth orcanization of the 'ationalist Party'(unde
Uncle 'Opiridon);'1937 became a meLlbor of ccrroup of Caucasian na-
tionalists and was co-editor in Paris of .a Oaucasian journal issue
in 'Berlin (BAKilia;

•
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IrTELLIGENCE ACTIVITY: Just nftcr the L erman occupation of iaris
in 1940, was contacted by GIS on recomendation of ACELETELI.	 Co

• The Germans considered subject the nest active of the ueorrians
- and thus, he became for then the leadino, fiEare in. Caucasian

affairs and Georgian intelligence activities for the most part
centered about him. The sole basis of his cooperation with the

Germans is roported to have been a promise to help regain inde-
pendence for the various t'aucasian nations; used his influence
later to save the JORDAPIA rovt. whi7h had, on behalf of GeorEian
declared war on Germany, Lithuania, and Russia; also allegedly
saved Georgian Jewish community in Paris. In Vlarch 1941. began
recruiting personeel-for the TAMARA project. KEDIA's HQ remained
in Paris (Ave. Sully-Proudhomme) until the outbreak of Russo-
German hostilities, when he moved to Bdrlin. In summer of 1941,

succeeded in ditsolvinr Rrince Irplly BA2RATI0N's Cormittee for
the Liberation of Georgia which was more or less supported by-
RIBBEETROF!. Established a Gauceaian General Staff in 1942 and from then on
cooperated with. both Abwehr-and Amt. VI 	 .

• -	 •	 .	 •

C. 0711tOTS:Good friend of:JORMTUA, though is both' anti-Socialist •

and anti-Marxist and 'considers Yenshaviks . resportible for downfall.
of•Georgianindependenge.'	 . •	 •	 S• •

Through Caucasian journal: ALIBEXOFF (azerbaijani),.DJAMALIAN(Ar-
menian),..Ali KAMM (daghestan),BAYAT, ACHMT.',7ELI •
Major MAXART,'Pabor RAUBACH, Captain RAECEACHER,..Col. EEFGELEAUPT,
Lt.. Col. von BRApENSTEIN, GRJARIS, LAHOUSEN, LORINGKOVtN,- Lt. 	 1
HAUTFE,.Lt. Col. GRAEFE	 •

./..USCELLAI:FOUS:
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...a5ource	 I"TFLLIGEFCE ACTIVITY: Summer of 1942 flew to Istanbul where con-
Date of tacted MiRESHVILI @ BERIK (Gharged'affaires JORDAFIA Party) and

• Info.	 DJAKELI who waa in direct contact with ZAENUFGER of German Na
Attache's office, and sent BMSEVILI to Georgia for info on the
timeliness of a possible insurrection by the Georgians against
Russia. In Sept. he flew to Stavropol to contact Caucasians in

German Phr camps. 1942 became head of the aPPELIN project called
Unternehmen Lainz, in which he directed all the political pene-
tration work, through small groups of agebts crossing the Turko-
6eorgian frontier, KEDIA passed weapons, propaganda material and
sabotage into Ruusia and in rotnnn obtained cuantities of
material for uso by research depts of the ZEPPELIN project. Used
old Menshevik contacts such as DSAKELI, MENAGARI (allegedly a.
doublo agent for the British and Germans) and ERKOMAIGHVILI, an

old leader of partisan warfare. This group, :limbering about 25.
were members of JORDANIA!s Party and were set up most17.- at•the': •

• Turkish . frontiem with both Turkish and Russian Identity cards. TI6
• Turkish ponce were informed of 'their identity and tolerated the',

under an agreement with KEDIA. InAugust 1944 when the break came
'	 Turko-German relations, KEDIA's was the only German

Or German sponsored group allowed to operate in Turkey. KEDIA'S
• Turkish group 'was put under the control; of Abwehr II field unit:

when, the ZEPPELIN project disintegrated in 1944.
•

In addition to the Turkish group, MEDIA was' aldo connected with
the ZEPPELIN project for Georgian aFents in Berlin. The organizq-
tional set-up was as fellows: Three main groups operated in.Ge
rgia, .eabh mainatining contact with thesdifferent . base-statiOns •
through . ccurier or short-Wave. Group leaders w re:
' a. KROCHVILI in harteli province. ''ad.rndio contact witi.

a station in Brachov, Rumenia • directed by BARAFIDZE
.b. ERKONAICiralLin 6Ouria 'Province. Had controt with a
. station on. the Turko-Hussian border conducted by 1.2NAGARI

• . c. NEBIERIDZE, near Tiflis. Conducted a station in Frakow
NIoCallAgRg bISTROVSKI and later also under GUAMARbZE. This .
. • . . •station also served teams operating ir the Ukraine.
The cipher work was certralited in B rlin . inder TS01.:AYA. when t e
Turkish station received a message, which was seldom,. MEDIA wen

• persenallY to got it: This was done partly because: those messarls'
were considered inpOrtant and partlY .because they provided KEDIA
with an excuse to go : to:TUnkey where he was developing.contacts with.

•
' the Allies.. In 1943 inIstanbul, KEDIA was in, frequent contact •
with NURI.PIASHA, representative of a very influential Turanian

• group: they agreed that the Hitler policy towards the Eastern..
• peoples was' obviously imperialistic and 'upon his return to Berlin

KEDIA• decide' to disentangle his political Activities from . •
German policy, hut playinp.along with themes long is Abwehr..

• friends would Stand up for hiM. Sendinr WINAGARI to 1st. vas
1i4Sennofficer with the Turks was a Step toward making hirse
independent of Gemman support. After sab:lect's attempt to

'Persaade Hitler to chanae . his Eastern policy and. 'acknowledge
the Caucasian rovts as leaders of their people had • failed, •
sub'ect asked 'to be allowed to resign but JIORDANI dissuaded hi.L.
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KEDIA Obtained permission to estsblish the Kaukasischer Verbindunrsttab
and from this time on, after ZEPPELIN disinterrated, concentrated
primarily on ssvinr PHs, helpinr peasant emigres and aiding Calle
workers. Directly subsidized b y theCermans, the Prop!) wet divided into
four sections: the reorrian, the Armenian, the Azerhailant and the
Worth Caucasus. Not primarily an eapionare or sabota ee rroup, it •
served as a' recruitment pool for subiect's other proiects.

In the fall of 191,3, sUbject planned and attem pted the "Ceorrian
Cloister Plan"to exploit the immunity of the Vatican to the
edvantare of the GIS. Because of rersonal disarreements, mutual
suspicion of members, the plan failed.

In June 194h, sublect strain fla-w. to let to confer with NAGY BET,
DRIAL BET, and HURI PASHA ss to how the Cauc-Comm could open neroti- .
ations with 'Western Allies. At the same time he refused to sanction
the integration of the VIatawr Army and Cauc Legions and formed the
"Committee for Peoples Subjurated by Russia" which included represent-
atives of the Cane, Idel-Ural, Krimtaters, Turkestan, Ukrainian, and
Byelo-Russian peoples.

In April 19h5 subject with three of-the'Caue. Stab went to Switzerland
throurh the aid of SKARZHINSKI, a . young'reo emirre working for the
Amer. OSS Switzerland contacted him there. .He talked ea rerlY about
his work and-three days later appeared at the Consulate requestin r that
the Amer intervene with the Swiss who were planning to .interne him.
In exchanee, he offered the use . Of . his intellirence ndigork.. This
offer Was .not 'accepted for lack of-Information on subiect's activities.
His internment was postponed until mid-19hb, but he was released in
'October, fakinr illness. He was . bein- subported by.BERIDZE, Whom he
had saved from the Germans at one time This relationship is one.
which led to suspected connection With , the'RIS, for BERIDZE.ind
another PODOTICHKO were reported . atststants to BAKHTINEwho, as

CoMmertial:Attache of . the . SovEMb, Paris, saw te . transfer of funds to
the .Brench Comm Party.: It is not - iMpostible that 'subject is.beinr
financed by the Soviets throU ch BERIDZE:

It-was . allered • at this time that sub i ectwas in•eontact:withSoViet
ISthrourhlt...MDIVANI and TCHARTISHVILI who had worked with the .
Verbindunrtstab durinr-the . war, and Appointed by  the Amer to work as .
Soviet 'Repatriation Commission Officers.after - the war.' When the

•Soviets arrived, ' the two lieutenants were kept on, but eventually.
were. returned to. Soyibt controlled.territOrysnd reportedly.were'
ex	 recutedi'_. The'pOssibility exists that-they 	 RIS :trent!! and.that .
the.exeCUtion story was faked..

•

Further inforiation.has . claimed that sub'ect was, accepted by the Soviet
I.S. as their principal agent' in Switzerland, threurh intervention of
MENTETCHKORI and KOBAKRIDZE..	 .•	 •

In	
•	 .

19ho and 19h7 there are further reports. of • KEDIA8s possible •
connectionWith the RIS. ALCHIBATA in Oct 191i7 said the reo'felt

•subiect *as. workinr for Soviets because-of wife's influence. She in.
.'of was reported itnffluenced by KOBAHIDZE, KEDIA's-cousin and editor
. of pro-Soy. newspa-er'in Pnris. ALCHIBATA retrActed'statemenb • ln 1Ph8.

Sub6ect . is listed as informaht drop-'ed . without Pre A rdice on 1 Dee L8

ET.,COli list. 	 •
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