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Japsgriese businessman (C); from a close associate (F) of IKEDA Masanosule,
frew TKEDA. Appraisal of Content: 3.

1. Prime Minister KISHI Nobusuke has taken steps t<l) form a "neutral® faction
in the Liberal-Democratic Party (LDP) in preparaticn for the day when he
steps down as leader of the LDP.
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Foreign Minister FUJIYAMA Aiichiro and former Finanfe Minister KAYA Ok‘LmN
will become the priacipal leaders of the faction.t They— D
by LDP Diet members IKEDA Masanosuke, BZAKI Masvwi, and .LMLA}.'IURA Shinjire.

3. The geal is 100 members who will be drawn from among 1DP members who are
not hard-core followers of any faction leaders and who would prefer to avoid
involiv emérb in the present rivalry between the mainstrean and anti-mainstreanm
facticms.” Ten members of the ISHIT Mitsujiro faction have pledged to joir:
the 1w faction.

4. Then the fastior attains sufficient strength, Prime idnister KISHI plans to
support TUSIYAMA as the next prime minister and %o sever his reliance on
KON3 Ichiro. The lattsr move is supporied by FUTIYAMA and IKEDA, both of
whoa have saffered at the hands of XONO.

1. ~-‘ie:°d Commert. Ses FJT-459L, frow au untested scurce, for a report on
“"Um AMA political support group formed by his former business associ-
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Z. Sourme Comment. Thesa Diek members are chiefly councerned with mainiain-
" ag their seats in the Diet and feel that a wictory of one group over
e other might mean their downfall.
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