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A Study of TIE DALY LTS ¢

(Valunteer raffon-i'S Mvisions) '
: i,

Dased dn interviews =ith maa:ers >f the atove 2entli-ned >rcanizatinns,
leading personalities in tho baltic States as well as in the ainve nentioned
or anizations, research c.nducied by use of periodicals, nesspzpers, majazines,
history books, and ~ther material available on the subject, reports firnished
by usually very reliable inforaants, as well as information received from the
Uerlin Document Center.

I. In order to understand the formation, existence and aperation of the
baltic Leglons, it is necessary to have a comprehensive picture of the role
the Baltic States played in internatlional polléics froa 1)37 until 131,
The foliowing is a condensed recent history covering that purlod =f tine:

(s). On 30 October 1939 the Soviet Union, represented Ly .ir. lolstow,
and Germany, represanted by lfr. Ribbentrop signed a non-aigression vact which
divided the Baltic States, Estomis x.&mm %o be placed n the taoviet
orbit, wherees Lithuania was Rissia's pqin,p ‘Qeraany for receipt of the
eastern half .of Poland.. Claiming that: she- uﬂdcq,ur bases and raval shore
batteriss Yo countersct Germany's. mu} L& received such bases from
three Baltid States,. as they wers ml“&*io Mn their powerfil aud -ie-
asnding nedghbor, nthnurh, howevey, n>the German sphere, was nede a
target of Gsrman:minority ch.ts-:lthj.n that: pountry, That is the roason for
a much greater muber of repatrisntsto Bamidny: in 1939, LLO, and 171 from
utmm. than from the other Mtzc Stm ‘Bgasuse of this, z far greater

-of hthgln:lm than Latviﬁa nr oyt ﬁm naturalized as Termany

Tty wuon of tha abovu mrm.and ai.r basez and na-ul shore installa-

8. Texsils. ground for Soviat: lzents imf peared in th. ruide of air
naval exierts; to begin exparsion of'ﬂp "S6h! coluan which up k> that time

hnd not;nmﬂcd alaraing proporﬁm 1 Latwiadnd Bstonia,

() Clatning that the Baltis Stbedow
Sovi.ot Uni.un, t!'.is totuutu'hn gmmmﬁi 3
Juns lh, :sto. :

(d) :The Russian occupation of t!p, 1fic States, xhici had 2 damaging
efroct on-the population becavse of the atyvaitfes, demorali.ation and veneral
ohaos, ‘lasted until June 22; 1941 when UsFar 51 war on the Saviet Union,
& of tb Biltic inhatitants were rkilhﬁ« v deported by the Comnunists
during their reign of terror which lasted: - one « Fearing persccitlon by the
Russisn mthoritiea, uny pocplo hidin the £ mto for as long as ? manths,

- In thelir attowpt to Vd.pq out lny ctldancc of their a*mclt‘es,
their: nui.nga, deportations, robberies, "#hd -1ootings reached unbelievable
proportions in the very last days of thoir ocoupation, 1. e, just prior to the
entrance of ths German Army into the Baltic States.

Y8 preparing to attack the
*_ﬁthne three :ali ns on
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(e) Within one week th: Jeruan Armles lad sverrun the Baltic States and
pushed desper into Tussia until they fcund theaselves nn the outscirts of
Leningrad, ioscow, and Stalingrad. It should be noted that the northern part
of Eetrnia was not sccupled Yy the Jerzans until the end of Auzust k1.

II, Latvia

(a) In the interim period, after the Pusszian forces had left Latvia and the
German forces had occupied Latvia, partisan groupe had been formed for the gur-
poss of preventing the forcible deportations and robberies con.iited by the re-
treating Russians. Weapons for this operation were procured from supoly points
which the lussians hLad abendoned as well as from Russian soldiers which were
captured and disarned. The ranks of the partissn groups swelled from hour to
hour, because the Latvian population was so enraged at the treatqent it had re-
ceived from tho Soviet ocoupation authorities, that many men pursued the re-
treating Russiens in order to avenge the deaths, deportations and humiliaticns
suffered by mmlm, nuban of thd.r td.nu, or close friende,

Mm i’qx&,np‘@:;p ganised béye W'ﬂmﬂ: of a sq1as oar ~latoon .
and ¢perated’in gn- . - fair Ay R dtempt to nete out their omn
type otjuntiop, M mdaubf. ,_"oph in a few Instan-es.

s Hovever, they were ‘.n-
:u.r!are as estanlished Yy the
‘cannot be ':sed in the armed
proximately tegcinning of

ucted to Hlsband. The

mm%buwwcwwmnf<
fouedththmordmvmh'mm:" 4
Jensver- Canveny) ':zcttinm otgooocwm,_‘

y forser govern ant, employecs
by the Pussians, returnad
s al process which had teen

k @stablished a solf-adaiaistra-
89d, yet ennbled then to repre-
civil adzinilstration which

aveent fm. 1 M The Latvieis then' i
tion 'h!.ch, in-those days, was not too Wl
sent the. liiltﬂhlkpcoplo -when. dealing” wi'

; dmirdgtyetion arrived in Latvia at the end
of Angnst Iyu its. true: omot;w‘ jeeatiin fiaviot begin until the very be-
ginning c!' 19&2. lﬂn:btnhu 14 fadetlon sven froa the very begirning as

s P aidtias dn the adminlstratisn of a for—
: ebe,, the Jernan clvil aduinistra-
S ONE Yo o8 “of A % Adainistrator, and for that purnose
selectad s Yireer Latvian Gensrsl by nase ,qgm who had left Latvia and
had come 'to Germany in 1939 under tha:“Hedm Refoh® prograz end had returrsd
to Latvia with the Geraan forces in- 19};1.. ;

One of the responsibilities of the Deputy Administrator was the pro-
curemsnt of manpower, be it for labor purposes or for ailitary purposes. However,
this office was at all times under direct control and supervision of the Oerman -
civil sdninistration.
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(d) Under Germnan suparvision and undar tho leadership af & Jertan inii-
vidual named Dr. LANGE, the Sicherheltsdienst unit (SD) in Latvia was created.
The arriving Cerman aeabers >f She &0 coanrised a «naell part of this onganiza-
tion which, at its veax, nunlcrod approxi aately 300 en. The rezainder of the
aeabers (sther than uemans) cousisted of latvians and were Hr_unized lnto an
SD Unit ac such in the following manner:

Prior to the beginning of World %ar II, an orﬂanlzat* on existed in
{via which was known as "Perkonkrusts” (Sucti»cs Ligue). The head of
this orpanization was a Latvian named pustavs CELMINS., €ihis organisation,
altyough not an xffietYcxiw affiliats of the Nasi Party, velieved in ites
ideology snd closely followed the Nasi plan for UJerman world-domination
arxi racisl extermination. With CELUINS at the head, L':is "Perkonkrusts"

ellicd itsels with tho arriving Gerwan SD.

One of the lLatvisns who had also Joinud the SD, wes an Latvian
individoal wﬁws. Bventually: i.;:t.?l@, ARAJS had nena-ed to sur-
roand htuolt with a phuber of Latvisns working in the SD office,

; ; g’ﬁo&l ﬁghtdﬁ "OELUINS which: resulted in

- hia: w: Trof the regular 5D opere~
iﬁ‘& and operatad & card
‘k}n internal coup, AFAJS
ot the rank of »ajo‘ iw the
Ture vhsre

y, shortly after the
b1y inm;,rabeo to the 0.3,

"to 19L5, a zreat ~umber
ig ‘Latvia, These units,
; are descrivei below:

t-ﬁm\-nn s pan-dﬁt.m )
facts uﬁm thai.r cmti.on, tnd ¥

m“Mm otthipoliw i
be ‘sttributed Yo two Latvién (olonade :
. (o px-emt in ‘tnchn&) l?#"“ '

'tho wvm ludors baa.m % &
unit, with all rights gmtd, [ dercan eapire, Consequently,
two Litvidn Colonsls, Coly: “pressnt in Sweden) and Col.
TRQIAVE (deceased), atteémpted-bo.renew the lLatvian Aray for the surpnse of
- oqiibating Jhe remaining Russian lﬂ'rpook&.i subsequnt apprehensisn of
a1l gangs of robbers vhich were. terrorizingthe famers, and re~establishing
" the former Latvian borders in cm of aty future Red Arxy als-.cks.

d. reglaents L. Latvia can
88 (deceased) and Col.
shed in ths Sollowing uanner:

% oppression Ly ihe Cerzan Army,
jtry would Loocume an independent

The most enthusiastic of the two colonels was OFEQLAVS, who had
actually procured the Oerman Army's consent to such a plan.
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However, two other lLatvian Ccivnels, Csl. “FISS and Col. '1STS, were
more lnterested in 2ollakoratine witli the Sernan officlals, therely zaining
igore persongl nower. Inpose alen Ly the nl-n of DUSLAVS and PLEWSHERS
was the S0 unl’ wilch al that tine w-s under the command of Justavs CEL'TNS,
Although it has never %een extnblished the SD unit, in cooperation with WWISS
and )51S, 1s suspected of avin: shot Col, DZBIAYS. The ~eath of Col. DEG-
LAVS, Lhe driving power baYind the plan tn establish an independant Latvian
Arny. enatlsed SIS and WEISS to approasch the Germgn Lt,3en, of tha S5
JAESAELY, Chief of the Police in the Haltic States, and nresent tn hia a
plan of organising polisce hattalions which oculd nnt :nly esti aate the
fus:ian pacikets of opposition still reraining, tut alsc furaish a power
which could enforce all lamas and subdus the existin: ,an:s, engnsed In
oillaging, robuing, and rapin; the population.

Becuuss of the existins uneaployment situation, “EIS.- and 'S:S had
no difficulty in obtainin: employecs for these police bathtalinns., However,
personnel acplying for employment with these police battali:ns, firmly te-
lieved that they would be used as regular policemen, as t:ls police was
known as the Ordnungspolizel (order police). In some nlaces, a cerlain
smount of coercian was used by requesting men in certain 3.2 croups to
appear at the District Commandsr's office and sign a List that the. were
willing to serve as police aen.in.the. OMWllwl 1# 4hey refused
to sign such a list, snother 1ist wag:pladed before them -hich vas <nown

as "red list®.. Raving signed thia ¥ iﬂt' that they did not wish to
pu'ud.pm in the Ordmwspolw, ieya‘ ‘gonsidered as b')"vwnlst
uylpathi.un and were in scie cases. pwlqcn, }s Those who 4Lt aim for duty
'Lf.h thc oﬁmnpponul, signed m w to remsin o :ne year.

. 1t s not pouihh to am : m mmber nf hatwelinns which
were Subsequently forzed. Howsver; it appedrs: that approxinately 12 such
batttlions oondsting of 3000 up md .' gspolisisten) oxisied in Latvia,

‘After the mthorlud 'trsngﬂl pf"ﬂp Mvidual battallon wns pro-
cured, these battallons were engaged. in‘wtl3tary training, and, having
completed: such training, were assigx Mng strate-ic installationns,
mch a8 ponr plants, fnctod.ts R '-ur matertals, bridges, and

" In- Deceaber 1541, mnum_,u wern alerted and - vrin; the pretext
that- bordcr skirmishas instigated bymu-mg groups neede’ ia-ediate
attention - these police battalions were Ijtriedly trans:c-ted to the dal-
tic - Russian borders and then, wiﬂwhtqﬁqpping were sert furtnsr into
Pussis and ordered to fight on the Ruggl#f’fromt in the vicinity of Lenin-
gred, shere thay were placed under the ooR#and of the local Zerman Army
commandsr. The first to be glarted u:l do:(l‘. to the front wur the 16th
Police Battqlion. By sumer 1942, .the;majority of these Battalinns had
reached the Russian front, and most of those reachin: the fr-nt were
comyitted in the vioinity of Leningrady”

Two of thess battalions were sent to ‘Warsaw, Poland, where they
were being used as guards in ths local Ghttto, and whence they wer> taxen
from Latvia by the German SS-Lt Col, TAUBB., A cortain amount of snspiclon
exists that two other battalions participated in atrocitles somevhere in
southsrn Russia, however, this could not be substantiated. The najority
of the battalions - those engaged In fighting in the vicinlty of Lenincrad -
have never participated in atrocities. In faot, it has been found that -
very seldom if ever have any frontline units of the Cersan Army participated
in atrocities, -




Shortly after their arrival on the Fussian front, the Lattalionz were
consolidated into Regiments and a Headquarters of Police Reglaents evtablished
in Riga’ This Headquarters was under the command of Col. )S[S, whose Chief
of Staff was Col. LOBE, E. C. No. 26 193, declared not to be within the I.R.D. -
mandate in 1749, and at present residing in DP Camp Neustadt Schleswig-Holsteln,
Col. WEISS, although a member of the Police Battalions, was first assistant to
Qeneral DANKERS and his liaison betveen the Police Battslions and his Office of
the Deputy Civil Administrator.

In the sumer of 1542 - when the Police Battalions were consolidated into
Police Reglaents - these units were officislly known as Schutemannschaften and
retained this name until April 1943.

¥hen the senbers of theve Police Battalions had fulfilled their one year's
service, nsny demanded release from these units., Howevor, this was not granted,
as the Uernan Arny Field Commanders were badly in need of men. 4s a result, soue
menabers dsserted on the spot, snd others fulled to retum to their units after
coaplsetion of a furlough at home. -

2. The orgsnisstion known as AIZSARGE (Home Quard) was first formed at
the end of World War I. The best tranalation of AIZSARGI is Protoctive Organi-
sation, and as #uch an organisation ‘their duties conkisted at that time of
protacting the local population from: - daugere such ‘as. floods, fires, forest fires,
robbers, sccidents, etc. It could de uld mt m. organisation performed the
duties of n ‘snxiliary police.. . .

on ]51.1 1934 the last w.vun rraim Karlis UR:AMIS, a graduate of
the Univereity of Mebraska, m Mmml of the Latvian Governuent
by means of dvetat-ana. " bt r of the Latvian people.
Alth m’ ' regime, which lasted froa 393k to 1540, was a dictatorship,
URMANTS gow! the country in as: des 8 WY -as was possible under &
dictatorship, and is oredited with hdng hh country froa financial
bankruptay<and political dooms - ;

In his attespt to rid his m,fof ponucal paracites which were
sponging on the government, he being g member of the Farmers Party, utilised
the Alssargi, who were also for the 'part’ fiiers and terby supporters of
the Farsers Party, to- arrest all imown cmnm -and Fascists in Latvia.
Consequently, the Aissargl were the first targets of Russian <illin;s and de-
partatioris as they belisved them to be thelr atch enemies. The Aissargi became
© a forbiddan- organigation after m &udmw of Latvia on June 17,1940,

In the middls of 19k, & tomr x.mnn general, KRCLIS, received per-
mission from the German anthorities to re-activate th: Aissargi fep the purpose
#f protecting Lstvia from the advancing Commnists., However, KURELIS along
with a few othet Latvian patriots, intended to use the Algsargl as a core fora
Latvian Aray which was to drive the cnnbﬁ.ng Qermsn Amy sut of Latvia, for-
tify the Latvian borders, and stop the Rsd Army from entering Latvia, Thiswas
the only Litvian resistance group, as having been outfitted and supplied with
wegpons by the germans, they operated in the woods and antushed Gersan Aray
units snd German Army transports. As a result, a Cemman regular SS (Allgemeins
SS) unit was ordered to disband this organization and apprehend all its leaders.
In the fall of 194k, General XUFELIS and his staff were arrested, eight members
of his staff shot, and he along with some other nmembers sent to Jemany and re-
mained under guard until the end of “orld War II.
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"It is extremely difficult to establish whether a Latvian served in the
Latvian active underground (Aissargi) in 17hk, as no records have been kept
of this organisation. At the present time, a Latvian named RAUDZINS, who
claims to be s member of this underground movement, is issuin: certificates
to latvian males to the effect that they have been members of the underground
in Latvia in 19LL.

It 1s the opinion of the undersigned that such certificates are worthless,
as it is impossible to establish who had been a member ot this organisation
in 19hk.

3. Youths of the sges of 16, 17, snd in some cases even older were con-
scripted for service with the German lLuftwaffe from 1941 to 194l and were known
as Inftwaffenhelfer. Although some of these youths possessed skills needed in
the OQsraan Alrforce, they were utilised mainly as laborers in kitchens, on con-
struction of airfields and to perfors general military housekeeping dvties. In
sons cases even older men were conscripted for this service as they possessed
needsd qualifications, yet were not permitted to perform any duties other than -
manual labor because of security regulation. In scme cases these Luftwaffenhelfer
were uniformed, in other cases performed the duties 'in civilian garb. In all .
cases nons of thea received any iupona vhih mbu-u of the Luftwaffe.

ke I.stvhn youths of the sges of 16 and 17 were also conscripted for ser-
vtoon!&ltnlnmmmwmdl%h. The Rilfewillige were not placed in sn
organisation as such, but rather sent to German: Arwy units where they were uti-
lized by the Jermmn Aray in the seme mammer as ilie Luftwaffenhelfer in the Geman
Airforce. - These =en were not meambers of the: mtic Legions, wore uniforws in
sons instances and in most. all mtanou cdxl.‘d no arms,

S, In the end of 19k, the Camsn: o paﬁ.on suthorities ordered that two
Constructich Battalions (Pionder: wtum&)\m to be formed, the main power.
being supplisd by ths German Labor Office-who:ordared a sufflcient mumber of
Latvian youths to begin service with:these’ two Construotion Battalions. Having
received & slight: smount of ailitery training;: ttiese two battalions were sent
to the Busgisn: front and were assigned:to the Gtrun Army Field Commander of
the centul Russisn front area. . :

6. Nambers of the organisation. Stnlo (Btmm-Verkehn-laitung nOstM)
Surface Transportation East, were civimm, -yat wore the unifora of a respec-
tive transportatien organisation. In Latvix, members of this orgenization
worked on the. state railways and as mechanics, welders, driv:rs, etc. for German
amy motorpools and other government installations. Later, having been trans-
forred to Germsny, the railroad men conmtimmegd to work for the Rsichsbahn. Members
of this organisstion were never armed, -

7« The RAD (Reichmarbeitedienst)-began demsnding msn power in Latvia
as early as the end of 1941, On orders.from Berlin, the Gersan Civil Adminis-
tration in Latvia ordered the Labor Offioce to proocure this manpower, however,
persons conscripted in this mammer had no way of aveiding this service, and were
" extremely opposed to, as it sent them out of Latvia and into Gernany,

Besause the officials of some local areas hed large Legion and
R.AD. quotas to f£ill in 1943, they gave men oalled for military service a
choice of serving in the Legion or the R.A.D. Since service in the R,A,D, meant
leaving the homeland, most Latviane chose the Legion, becsuse the German author-
ities stated that the Legion would only have to fight in Latvia and never elsewhere,
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8. Wren tho German araies, which up to 1943 had victoriously conquered !
a substantial amount of Russian territory, vegan sufferin; defeats in their
atteumpt to hold their gains and therby lost a great number of men, the Gerrvan !
Govermment saw no reason why man power of ocoupied countries could not be !
utilized to spearhsad the advances of the Jermsn amies and to hold their
gains, and thereby diainish the casualties which the German Army was suffering.
There was, however, cne obstacle to be summounted in conscripting civilians
of a conquered country, and this obstacle was the code of rules govering
warfare as established by the Gemever Convention. Up to the beginning of15L3,
the German Governmant had transgressed against the above mentiomned rules in
a oomparatively small mumber of instances. However, in the begiming of 19L3,
when a mase consoription of man powsr was being contemplated, the Osraan author-
1ties were attempting to find a way to circumvent the rules of the Jensver
Convention.

This protlem was solved by a ddcision to form the so-called '
"foreign legions® which would be lmown as "Volunteer Waffen-SS Divisions®. '

Consequently, a member of these divieions who was captured would '
have togiate thit his unit was & voluntesr unit of the Waffen-SS. They be- '
lieved that any of the allied powers, capturing a member of these units,
would never hesitate to boliovethctaunintbl’affen—ea oould be nothing
else tut a volunteer,

As an experinent of this idu, soae of the aforementioned police

regiments which were serving in the .vicimity of Stalingrad, were selected in t

the end of December 1942. As previously stated, these regiments were at that
time imown as Schutszannschaften and had already been placed in the 2nd Taffen—
SS Brigade which consisted of men of various nstionalities. The decision to
form the so~called Baltic Legions asctually came about as a result of a con- :
ference between Heinrich Hismmler and Adolf Hitler. During this conference '
Hitler spproved Himmler's ides of the formation of the Baltic legions and f
issued the order for the oreation of i lLitvian legion February 10,1943, !
This order stated the followings -

»I order the creation of the I‘tvin S8 voluntary Legion. The !
size md type of the organisation is dopcndent upon the number of Latvian ;
men available®,

The fact that an cxrder for the orestion of a Latvian Legion will
be forthoconing was told to the chief of the 85 and the Police in the Baltic
States S8 Lt. Gen., JEXELN who was Himmler's son~in~law and who for a long
period of time had been atteapting to exoel himself in the decoration known
as the RITTERCREUZ.  Armed with this information JEXELN believed he could
obtain the RITIERKREUZ if he would start the formation of the Legion in’
Latvia prior to the receipt of the sctual order. As a result he informed
8S Msj. Gen, SCHRODER, Chief of SS and Police in Latvia who in tum informed
the local adainistration in the beginning of January 1943 to begin accepting
volunteers for the Latvian Legion, The self adainistration informed SCHRODFR
that volunteers would not be forthooming, Consequently on January 26, 1943
and again on February 6, 1943 SCHRODER AMD JEXELN attempted to procure the
aid of the self adzi.nistmtion in the recruitment of volunteers. In view of
the fact that the self administration was contimually stating that no one

will volunteer for service in the Legions JEKELN informed the ¢ elf administra- i
_tion on the 6th lebruary that there is no need to quibble about this matter '

ae a Latvian Legion had already been formed.
. -7- . .




\'\\, munist forces were to re-enter and or resppear. In fact the Legion in Latvia

\!

In this statement JEXELN was referring to three Police Regiments which had
been transferred to the 2nd Waffen SS Brigade which at the time of their transfer
consisted of aany nationalities., Shortly thercafter units which consisted of
nationalities other than Latvian were removed from the 2nd SS Brigade leaving the
2nd Brigede with three Regiments. Maj. Gen. SCHOLZ, Commanding Generel of all
Cerman Aramy troops fighting in the vioinity of Stalingrnd was informed that tre
2nd Waffen SS Brigads should be assigned to him for his use. When this Brigade
arrived however SCHOLZ found that it consisted of only three Regiments and the=e¢
Regiments had suffered a great amount of cmaliuae and were thereby understaffed.
Consequently he complained to JEXULN who then - un the 256th of Febrvary ordered
the 133al- authorities to conecript one thousand Latviana for military service.
Due to the lack of an oryanisation for ths consoription of these men, it was not
until eightesen -ays later 1. e. in the middle of March when these one thousand
men actually began their careera s nembers of the Latvian Legion., Having re-
ceived a very dight amount of training those ons thousand men were sent to the
Russian front on March 30, 1943 and were assigned to the 2nd SS Brigade which
at this time was known as the 15th leaion of the lLatvian Leglon.

In the very begimning of March ss Naj. Oen. HASSEN arrived from Germany
in Riga with the assignment to orgsnisze the Latvian Legion. Under his direction
the Latvian self administration snd the office of the Deputy Administirator were
charged with the physical formation of the Legion &. e. recruitment of manpower,
establishing of supply channels, and procurement of ams, ammunition, food and
clothing. It appesairs that although JEXELN attempted to direct the Legion even
after the arrival of HANSEN all matters pertaining to the Legion were handled
by HANSEN snd JEXBLN seems to have bomelinimtcdﬁmthehtvhnkgton

organigation.

The population of Latvia was wqm.cll althugh not totally opposed to
ths formation of the Legion. The reason for this aspproval of such an organi-
gation was the fact that the Germans clained that this Legion would be &
national Ammy and would be committed only to fight on Latvian soil whensver Com-

\ns known to most people as the Latvian Amy

\\\ However, when the population was informed that Ritler had only allowed
\!bnuuon of such a Legion under .the supervision and direction of the ¥affen
ss \great amount of opposition - passive and not ‘active - originated. Neverthe-
less these consoription ordsrs for military duty had to be obeyed for non-compli-
ance with such direct orders resulted in mrs pemltiu which in scus cases
amounted to death sentences.

The fnitial step in ths physical orsmutj.on of the Latvian Legion was

_to obtain a lsader for the Legion, The Germans were very particular as to the

type of person they desired to be the figurehead leader of the legion. This
particular person shauld not be of an agressive charscter -~ therefore a man in -
his rifties, should have a certain amount of prestige in Latvis, and should ac-
cept the fate of a figurehsad and not assert himself. The Cerman authorities
believed that they had found such a person in the formsr Latvian General
BANGCERSXIS who had been in retirement, in his fifties and ‘had no particular
political interests other than being a Latvian nationalist,

The headquarters of the Latvian Legion was knowm to the Inspectorate
of the Latvian Legion and BANGERSKIS the flgurehead chief as the Inspector.
Throughout the existence of ths Latvian Legion BANCERSKIS had never obtained
a directive outlining his functions and his authority in faoct a part of his
staff was assigned to hia by the Gcmm authorities without his kmwledge and

without his consult ation, 8-




a. A8 already stated the 13th Division of the Latvian Legion was
proclaimed as such in the very early days of Y- rch 143 and at that time consisted !
of three Police Regiments. On March 20th one thousand conscriptees were added to '
this Division. It was soon realised that these conscriptees could never be used !
in the front lines because of the negligible aznount of training they had received. :
Conssquently they remained in the immediate rear and recelved further military !
training upon the completion of which they were placed in the front lines. Using |
thess one thousand men the L42nd and L3rd regiments commanded by Col ,WEISS end !
. Col. LOREE respectively were formed. In the fall of 1943 another Regiment - the .
- lljth commanded by Col., KOOINS was formed of conscriptees. Two Police Battalions
“weare also added to this - the Lhth Regiment. Consequently at full strength - and
fighting on the Russian front and in the vicinity of WOLCHOW, Russia, this Division
consisted of six Regiments, the original thres the L2nd L3rd and Lhth. In January :
194Y the Division retreated to LUGA where it remained until March 19LY at which time I
it retreated to STARAYA, RUSSIA., In April 15LL the Division retreated to OPOCHKA !
and subsequent to that it retreated before heavy Russian advances to Latvia where
it held the Russisn onslaught in the vioinity of YADONA. In July 1Lk unabls to
sten the Russian sdvances the Division retreated further through Latvia and fought
- in the vicinity of DOEBLIE and DZUKSTE, retreating further and furthsr along with ]
the rest of the German forces until it reached the Northwestermn part of Latvia !
and kept this *island of opposition* from Russian occupation until the Jth iay {
1545 when the Allies ordered the capitulsting German suthorities to ir.form thess ‘
fighting unite that they were to surrendsr to the Russian forces. tThen this orxder :
was received by the 19th Divisimn & substantial mmber of Latvians deserted and hid |
in the forests of KURZBME (KURLAMD)., Thase men constituted the first Ouerrilas i
that effectively operated in Latvia sgainst the present Russian occupation., Some
members of the 19th Divieion managed to leave Latvia for Cermany with the last
transports - by ship - as late as May Lth, Sth and 6th, 194S. The 19th Division - o
during its existence was commanded by 88 Kaj. Gen. SHULZ, SS iaj. Gen, SCIDLZ, and '
SS Col, Lat. Brig. Gen. STRICKENBACH,

b. Men born in the years 1910 to 1925 were conscripted for service with
the 15th Division of Latvian Legion in the middle of April 1945. Also the o fficers .
which comprised the cadre of this Divisionwere comcoripted for service in March and i
April 1943. In the beginning the 15th Division cousisted of the 32nd Regiment (also !
known as the 3rd Latvian Regiment) cosmanded by Col. KRIPENS later by Lt. Col., APERATS - °
{ and Lt. Col. CBLIE, the 33rd Hegiment was known as the 4th Latvian Regiment and was :
i comzanded by Col. JANUNS, The 3ith Regiment was known as the Sth Latvian Regiment, i
- comasnded by Col. APSITIS, later by Col. DZENITS-ZENINS and Lt Col, VIKSNE, the I
artillary Begiment commanded by Col, SXKAISTIAUXS and later by Lt Col. REBERAS. I

It should be noted that while all Divisions were coumanded by German [
officers ths Regiments, battallions, etc, were commanded by Latvians.

; While engaged in military training the 15th Division was stationed in :

Latvia, the 38nd Regizent being in PAPLAKA the 33rd Heglaent in VAINODE, the 3Lth '
Regiment in VENTSPILS and the artillery Regiment in JELGAVA. The headquarters of '
the 15th Division was stationed in Riga during this time. The 32nd and 3Lth Regi- .
aents were for a while used as training Regiments engaged in instruction of newly f
recruited uen which were subsequently sent as replacements for the 19th Division ‘
in Russia.

. In September 1943 the 15th Division was considered by the Gerauan
authorities as sufficiently trained and sent to the Russian front =here it fought in
the vicinity of NOVO-SAKOLNIXI., In the end of Jamuary 19LL the 1S5th Division retreated
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to OPOTCHKA. At the end of July 1944 the 1Sth Division was withdramn from
the front because of tremendous casualties and sent to Latvia where it was

- located in the vieinity of CESIS. On the 20th August 19l the Division began

‘2

sending its units to Germany via the port of LIEPAJA., Upon arrival in the
free city of Dansig thesc units were sent furthsr and wers stationed in the
vicinity of BUTOWA-SOFIENWALDE, By the end of 1945 virtually all units of
the 15th Division had been transported by ship from LIEPAJA to the free city
of Dangig and later to the area of DUTOWA-SOF(ENWALDE. In Latvia the German
authorities were still drafting men and assigning them to the 15th Division,
Upon consoription these men would be sent by the above mentioned route to
BUTOBA-SOFIENWYALDE which had bedome ths collsction center snd training ground
of the 15th Division. On January 19, 1945 the Russian forces broke through
the German lines in the vicinity of NACKEL and the 15th Division was sent to
stea their advances. iost all units of the 1S5th Divieion left the “WTOWA-
SOFIEWRALDE area at that time, a fow untrained troops remalning behind.
Because of the heavy casualties suffered when the Russian break-through was
checked, the 32nd Regiment of the 1Sth Division was disbsnded and the remain-
ing units assigned the 33rd and 3hth Regiments,

Desoribed below is the retreat of the 15th Division of the Latvian
Iaglon beginning with 22 January 194S.

22 Jan, 1945 t5 KONITZ
23 » = to ' SCHALUFSRSES
27 n »m to WELIERSEE
28 o = to WIIKENSWALDS
30 ° = to . FLATOW
31 0 » to - JASTROW
. 3 Feb to FLEDERBORN
L " to KRUMMERSEE
‘g m to .. BOSGHERUG
- 'iﬁ' " . to... - KAWGION .
' " ‘o ... KLAUSFRIDR
17 * %o’ . BUSCHWLNKEL
- 18 to. . . ‘PRTERSWALDE
25 » to " SCHOWWERDER
27 %o SPAARSEE
28 o 0 LIBOUST
. 2 March to GAIMENZ
N .3 to -
R L ¢ . to DOBEL~DAMEN-LASBECK
- 5 = ‘o WOSTRHBAR-NEMIN
- L to- . _ QBIGZLITZ
g to STOLITZ
9 to GUMTOW-FISCHENSATEN
10 *» “to MITTELSHAGEN
n " to LIGHENTEN
12 . to DIWEROW
13 to HAFENHORST
1y m to LABOMITZ

While located in the vioinity of Labomits on 16th March 1945 an order
fron Himler was received by the Divisional Commander who in turn disseminated
this order to the Regiamental Comzanders that all arms belonging to the 1Sth
Division of the Latvian Legion were to be collected and forwarded to the Com
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aanding Genera)l of the area. Conssquently from that date on the 15th Division
of the Latvian Legion vas used as a construction unit engaged in the construc-
tion of anti-tank fortifications, air raid shelters, and trenches.

21 February to BOLDENKOW-UARIENHOF
28 .» ‘to KOLPIN

. 30 March “to LICHTENIERG

; 20 April to HERZFELD

P 2 * to SCH&ICKWITZ

4 2 = to BLANKENFELDR
23 » to 'FICHTENWALIE
d » to VERIZRENWALDE-WASSER
% » to EICHENQUAST
2% to LINDAU
27 » to GUTERGLUCK

In GUTERGLUCK the Ragimntll Comasnder of the 33rd Regiment found that

& U, S, Army spearhead had crossed the Blbe River in that vicinity. This spear-

head was finally located and the 33rd Regiment surrendered to the U. S, Forces

" in the very last days of April in the vicinity of SCHORA. At the time of the
surrender of the 33rd Regiment it consisted of LO officers, 126 NCO's and 658
enlisted men. The 3Lth Regiment attempted to locate the Latvian Legion head-
quarters in the vicinity of Lubeck and swrendered in unison with that head-
quarters in the Wy first.days of sy 19LS.

From {ts inception in the middle. of April 1943 until its cepitulation
 the 15th Division of Latvian Legion was commanded by the following officers:

Maj. Gen. VON HANSEN
¥aj, Gen, GRAY.VON PUCKIRR
Brig. Gen, FEILMARN
Brig., Oen. VON OBWURZER
Brig. Gen, BURK

" The locations of the head rs of the 15th Division are as follows:
From the crestion until September 1543 in Rige. At the front in the vicinity of
VELIXIJI-LUKI untdl the middle of July 19LL in PRIBKULE Latvia until 20th August
then via the fres city of Dansig to SOFIENWALDE., From SOPIENWALDE with incidental
short stops in various locations to LUBBCK.

The headquarters of the Latvian Legion was located in the -following
plases: From March 1943 uyntil 10th Ootober 194k in RIGA. On 11 October to
> LIEPAJA via KULDIGA. A fprurd echelon was then sent to DANZIC WHERE it re-.
mained until L February X9LL. Then the forward echelon moved to NBU ERAKDENBURG
where it remained until ths end of February 19L4. It. then moved to GUSTROW where
" 1t was jointed by the rear echelon in ths begimning of April 194k, The rear and
forward echelons then moved to LUBECK where the entire Latvian Legion which had
boon sent to Germany surrendered to the U.S.Forces.

~III. ESTONIA

Estonia was no exception to the atrocities which the Russians comitted
in the Baltioc States and as a result vwhen the Ceraan Armuy entered Bstonia in the
end of July 19h1 many Estonians banded togethsr into individual partisen groups




in an attempt to drive out the hated Russian forces. The ocoupation of Estonia
was not as easy for the German Army as the occupation of Lithuania and Latvia.
Having cut off the Northeastem part of Estonia w!ich otherwise would have served
as an escape route for the remaining Russian force: in Estonia, the Gsrman Army
found substantial resistance from these renaining fussian forces which had no
retreat out of Estonia other than the (ulf of Finland. Needing as many fighting
units as covld possibly be obtained for her push into Russia Germany welcomed

the partisan units to fight with its Army thereby enabling badly needed battalions
and Regiments to proceed desper into Russia. These partisan unit: which were inown
as Forest brethern molded into Battslions and Regiments and had hidden in forests
prior to the German entrance in nrder to ‘escape an imminent conscription into the
Russian fi;hting forces.

The SD unit in Estonis was formed on the same lines as the SD unit in
Latvia. The Oerman Chief of the SD unit was Dr, ZANDEERGER, while the Estonian
Chief was WMERE.

Police Battalions which were later formed into Regiments were also formed
in Bstonia in the latter part of 1941 snd the beginning of 1942 and were committed
on the Russian front in the same manner as the Latvien Police Regiments. It has
been found that the Estonian Police Battalions also participated in a certain amount
" of atrocities which is emphasised by the faot that the individual named ERE,

Chief of SD, was a mezmber of the Police Battalions in Bstonia.

Iuftwaffenhelfer, Hilfswillige and some pionwer (construction units) were
formed in Bstonia and utilised similarly to those units in Latvia,

' In March 1943 tha Germsn units were contemplating to establish an .
Estonian Legion along simtlar lines as the Latvian Leglon and as a result forcibly
conscripted a former Estonian Col. J. S20DLA, promoted hin to the rank 3f General
and proclaimed him to be the Inspector of the Bstonian Legion in charge of the
Estonian Inspectorate. .

When he assumed the responsibdility of the position of the Inspector of the

Estonian Legion SOODLA realised that the various Estonian units assigned to the-

- WRHRMACHT on the Russian front were sent thers in violation of the rules governing
warfare as established by the Ceneva Convention. He consequently undertook to bring
all Bstonisn units into the fold of the Estonian Legion 1. e, the 20th Division.

He acoomplished this task in March 19LL in spite of opposition from German Army
commanders who were reluctant to relsase fighting units.

The 20th Division of the Estonian Legion began as a Police Regiment which
was assigned to this Division. Later by addition of more Police Regiments and
Battalions as well as other Estonian units which were sdded this became imown as
the 1lst Brigade. Subsequently this Brigade was known as the 20th Division and in
Qotober and November 1343 fought in ths vicinity of NEWEL), Russia, In the and of
. November the 20th Division was withdrawn from the front and returned to Estonia,
In the end of 1943 and the beginning of 134k the majority of the Units of the 20th
Division were engaged in courageous and saorifioing battles at NARVA near the
PEIPUS lake. .

The Estonian Legion (20th Division) as such did not actually become an
orjanised unit until the middle of 194k. This is due %o the fact that the Russian
forces entered and occupied almost all of Estonia prior to Latvia. Consequently
isolated units, belonging to the 20th Divieion, various Police Regiments and other
units asgigned to the WEHR4ACHT were forced to leave Estonia and proceed to NEU-
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- HAMMER Qermany. via the free ocity of DANZIG. NEUHAMMER became the head
the collection point and the iraining cemter for the Estonien Legten. uiie tuy ’
Bstonian Legion was in NEUHAAMER all the Bstonian Units were eventually consoli-
dsted into the 20th Division. While in NARVA SOCDLA procured the promise of the
Gérnan authorities that the Estonian Legion would not be used in front line '
fighting anywore. He based his request on the fact that a great amount of
Bstonisn men had been lost in the prvious fights on the Rusaian front in the
vicinity of NEWELJ and NARVA. Any further losees of Estonian manpower would
practically amnihilate the Bstonian nation. This promise however was not kept
and the 20th Bstonian Division was sent to the front in February 1945 in ordar
to stem the Russian .break~through in the vicinity of OPRL-REISE. In this loca-
tion the 20th Division was under the direct command of the Commanding General
of the 17th German Army. .

The reserves of the 20th Division were formed into construction
Battalions and were located in the vicinity of UXLEI and later retreated along
the 20th Division which surrendsred to the U.5. Forces in the very esrly days
of Uay 1945 in the vicinity of LUEBCK and at other points on the ELEE River.

a The 20th Division was commanded by the SS Maj. Oen. AUGSBURGER and

.consisted of three Regiments the L§th comianded by Col. SURG, Col. TORING and
Lt. Col. REBAME, The L46th commanded by Lt, Col. RIIPALN and Capt. HAITIA
and the L7th by Maj. VENT, :

IV. LITHUANEA

. As already stated Iithuanis had been placed in the German orbit in
1939 and comsequently wss trusted by the Germsn authorities as they believed
that the Lithuanian pevple had turned pro~Germsn. Consequently no attempt
in the initial period of German oocupation, 1951 to 1543 hail been mads to .
place any Bstonian units directly under the Waffen §S. In Lithuania the same
as in Bstonia and Latvia the following units existed: Ths SD, Police Regiments,
Coustruction Units, Inftwaffenhslfe, Hilfewillige, STRAIO, end Border Ousard Reg-
iaents. Members of these organisations were utilised in the same mammer as in

_the other two Baltic ststes, .~ . ~ :

: In the end of 1942 a Litimenian nobleman Genersl HAVICIUS

realised that the smie fate would befull ths Iitimenimn youth as the youth in

Latvia snd Bstonia i. 6, that lLithuarnia would eventually be consoripted for

ailitary service and placed under direct -command of the Waffen SS,

Consequently he -~ being ‘a very great personality and a beloved. leader in Lith-

uania - undertook to create & Lithmenien fighting force for the protection of
Iithuania, Contacting the: German Armxy authorities he proposed the formation of

.such an Army, such proposal being welcomed by the Cerman Aray and resulted in per-
wission for him to form a Iithuanian Army to be usad as the Germsn Army suthori- .
ties in Lithuania deemed necessary. PLECHAVICIUS further procured promises from - H
the Oerman suthorities that his Army would never be used outside of Lith uanie i
and would never be placed under the juriediction of the Waffen SS,

- However, in the latter part of 1943 the German Army authorities in-
formed PIECHAVICIUS that a shortage of menpower on the Russisn front would neces-
.sitate utilisation of the Lithuanian Army in Ruesia. In their attempt to con-
vince Oenral VON PLECHAVICIUS that committing his troops against the Russians in
Russia would benefit him greatly the Cermans usad the strongest arguments in
their favor, depicting Germenyts favoritism toward Lithusna both in the past
and in the present. It should be noted that the German suthorities could not
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"sinply order the Lithuanian Army to proceed to the Russisn front without the
consent of its leaders, since PLECHAVICIUS was a well kmown and well liked
Lithuenien patriot and his support of this operation would be backed Ly the
najority of the Lithuanians whereas his opposition would result in mutiny and
possible uprising of the pecple.

- PLECHAVICLUS however contirmed to demand that the Gemans adhere to
their original commitments L. e. to use the Lithuanian forces only in their
homeland and flatly refused to order any of his troops cutside of Lithusnia.
Fearing that such disobedience would be followed by another country if it

wers allowed to persist, the Germans arrested PLECHAVICIUS and members of

his staff, placed some of his staff members in conoentration camps in Oermany,
semt. PLECHAVICIUS for a short period of time to RIGA, Latvia where he was con-
fined to a house under guard, disbanded his Aray, jailing some mexbers and
eventually sent PLECHAVICIUS to Cermany where he was kept under guard until
ths end of World War II,

Hany of the members of PLECHAVICIUS Army fearing arrest hid in forests
and being unable to proceed to Oermany formed the original partisan groups which
fought ths Russian ooccupation forces subsequent to the end of World War II. .

In Lithuania a greater mmber of men than in the other two Baltic states
served in the GCerasn Aruy in soms cases wluntarily. The rcason for this is
that in order to be able to join the German Aray or to be conscripted into thit
Arxy it was necessary to be a naturalised Cerman citigen. As previously stated
8 ocomparatively large number of Lithmanians wore naturalised as Oerman citisens
becsuse Lithuania was placed in the Oerman orbit in 1939. Such naturalisstion
enatled any Lithusnians who favored Germany to voluntesr for nilitary Service
and also enabled the German muthorities to conscript such naturalised Lithugn-
ians both in Lithuania and in Geramy.

V. Disposition of Baltic Legions shortly before the Ger:an collapse.

Even though the Baltic Legions were a part of the Gerasn fighting
sachine the German uthoritiss as well as the German population still suspected

in April and Msy of 1945 that they may be the cause of an uprising within Germany.

Consequently when the Divisimg of the Baltic lLegions reached Germany proper
they were disarmed, -

In the confusion that existed ghortly prior to the German capitnla=-

tion, unit comsmanders of the Baltic Legions in search of further orders attempted

to find their various headquarters. This however proved an impossible task as
commnicatigns and transpartstion had been totally disrupted., As a result many
. units wandered about.aimlessly and fesring capture by the Russisn forces con-

timed to move westward until they recached the Elbe River where they surrendered

to the U.3,Forces, In most all cases these surrendering wnits were iix unarued,

-In the hectic days of March, April and May 1945 & great number of
men had been wounded or had bdcoms 11l because of lack of food, clothing and
wedidal equipasnt. Thess individusle received orders to prooceed to Demiark where
three recuperation Battalions of ths Baltic Legions were stationed. Due to the
fact that the Lagims had lost most of their wvehiocles to the Russians or had
abandoned such vehicles in their retreat and dus to the fact that any and all
possibls transportation wes virtually at a standstill, these units were forced
to proceed to thelr destination in Denmark on foot. Some of thsse individuals
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on their way to Denmark surrendsred to U.S.Farces while others were stopped
at the border clty of FLENSBURG, Oermany where they found that the ceman-Danish
border had been re-established and was closed to them.

In their attempt to flee from the Baltic states because of the impending
Russian occupation amembers of the SICHERHEITSDIENST (SD) believed that they could
conoeal their identity as well as their participation in atrocities by becoaing
menbers of the Baltioc Legions. In soms cases, as in the case of AFAJS Chief of
the SD in Latvia the Germen authorities attempted to force members of the SD
into the Legins., However, the Latvian authorities refused to consoript members
of those organisations elmu:g that these menbersyere pot old line officers
and oould thereby not be given comuand of front 1ine:} £a. This explanation
was aocepted by the Cermsn muthorities and members of*\i< pD wore not conseripted
and were placed in the records of conseription. Neverti: -u a number of former
SD men asppeared in BUTOW-SOFIENWALDE and NEURAMMER when &he “tegions were being
re-grouped there, claived that they had been separated from.their unit somewhere
on the Eastern front tn‘l‘ were therefore placed in a newly activated unit,

The greater numder of SD men who gained admission into the Legion in this
fuhion were placed in the Construction units which were then - in the latter .
part of 19hl - located in the vicinity of THORN, in the Polish Corridor.

VI. The Baltic Legions subsequent to Cessation of Hostilities (May 1$LS5).

The membars' of the Baltic Legions which wore taken POW by the allies,
were at first placed in various enclosures and later collscted in major POW camps.
The largest enclosures or cmps existed in Putlos, 1200 and Fallinghostl,

Ostfrissland 300 all at present in the British Zons. ¥hen the U.S.Army was
withdramn from the territory it had capbred in order to confine itself to the
nowly oreated U.S.Zone, thess POW's were transferred by the British authorities.
Toward the end of 1545, spproxisately 60% of the Baltic Legioneers who were
POW's, were transferred from Cemaany to & Baltic POW camp in Zedelheim, Bel-~
gium, where they remained until 1946. They were then returned to Goxmqy and
discharged with instruotions that they may enter displaced person casmps,

. " THE POW's located in Ostrfriesland for the main part were not trans-
ferred to Zedelheinm, but remained in an area which was termed & camp, but had
no physical boundaries. They were pomtud to use the entire area but not to

absent themsslves from that ares.

Many Baltic Legioneers had families which had come to Germany separately
and which were not residing in many displaced persons camps all over Geraany.
In order to join thair families, meany Baltic Legioneers were escaping {rom thase
POW camps, and having procured civilian clothing, ‘they in most cases attempted to
withhold their military service when registering in these cawps.

Shortly after the end of World War II, when information about the
Baltic Leygions as such began to appear in officialdom, it caused a great amount
of consternation as no one was abls to establish whether or not this organization
was to be considered an ¢rganization inimical to the interests of the allies as
well as to the U.S. The UNKRA as well had no clarification as to the disposition
of these members and in the begimning refused them eligiblility.
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Subsequently, however, thece meabers were ;:iven eligibility under
UNRRA, tut their case:s remained pending until further clarification, ?“wen
IR0, later, was dubious as to the real motives of this orjanization, and as
. & result the status of eligibility of the :embers fluctuated during both
UNRRA and IRO days from insligible to-eligible, to pending, to eligible,
etc., 8uch indecision on the part of the authorities caused sembers of
this organigation to hide their service and, in soms instances, even drove
thea to procuring forged documents. It should be noted that this happensd
prior to immigration of displaced persons to the U.S, under the Displaced
Persons Act of 136,

When Geraany's defeat was imuinant, the Daltic Legioneers close to the
Headquarters of the Baltic Legion in Lubeck feared capture by the Fussians.
Having fought the Russians, and having heard that those Legioneers captured
by the Rusesians were suffering inhuzen treataent, these Legionsers attamoted
to conceal their tru identity if eaptured Yy the following ruse:

When civilians of the Baltic States ocme to Gemuv as refugees from

_ Communisu in 19k, they passed through the German customs at the Free City
of Dangig and Cotenhafen (Gdynia), Poland, and if cleared by the Oerman

customs, recsived a stamp in their passport to demote such clearances and
the date of that clesrence. On the other hand, members of the Baltic
Legions that came to Germany as military personnel, were not required to
pass any custom inspection., Consequently, no euch stazp should be apparent
in their passports.

Such clearance stanps were, therefore, decided vpon by mexbers of
the Latvian Legion staff to constitute prima facie evidence that a person
in the possession of a passport stamped in this fashion has had no ailitary
service. Consequently, stamps of this type had been forged in the Head-
quarters of the Baltic Legion in the very end of April and beginning of
dgy 19LS in preparatlon for cepture by the Russians. When a latvian or
Bstonian was called for military service, he reported to the draft bo-rd
which examined hia. In soae cases where an individual was deferred from
military service unt 1 further notice or until. a. cartain date as well as,
when a person was. termed unsuitable for military service, a stamp to that
effect was also placed in Subject's passport, bearing the date of such de-
forral as well as the period of time for which the individual was deferred.
Such stamps were in the possession of the Legion Headquerters and in the
begimming of 1945 were placed in the passports of many Legioneers, deferring
mutmmmworzormmmortm as well as un-
suitabls in order to escipe Russian punisiments when they would be captured.

Again it should be noted that such stamps were placed in the passport
of the individual not for the purpose of confusing allied suthorities, but
rather for use in the event of capture by the Russlans, as, at that time,
the Baltic people had no doubt that the allies would be sympathetic to
their cause and would not question their service. Having begun to tell &
falsshood in the shape of withholding their military service, the Baltic
Legionsers continued to withhold such ssrvice when it became anparent that
their cases were suspended from immigretion to the U.S. unqer Meplaced
Persons Act of 1948. They attempted to bolster their claims in some cases
by continued use of ths above mentioned, falsely procured etnmpe in their

passports.
During interviews of applicants for {immigration to the U.S. unde-
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the Displaced Persons Act of 1943 -~ where suspicion of possible military service
existed ~ it wos found *that epplicarts who had withheld information of this service
and/or used unanthorized stamps in their passport, stated the truth when confrorted
with evidence that it has been impossible for such a person to escape consoription.
In some cases an interrogation of 3 to S days was necessary to break the individual.
However, in sows cases itwas accomplished during om intervirw., It should be
renexbered that most all fomer Legioneers attempted to withhold their military
service because they feared losing their existence.

VII. Information available from Berlin Document Center rezarding Baltic Legions.

During a visit to BDO it was found that the information available on
Waffon 5S members amounted to some 300,000 persons. However, this information in
aost all cases only pertains to ofﬁ.oers who had been drafted prior to the middle
of 1oL, It was found that records on enlisted men and non-gommissioned officers
are not svailable in most all instances.

In most all cases the information furnished by Berlin is such that identity
can definitely be established as it gives the date of birth, the person's last
and first nases, their previous occupation, where he was originally asfigned, any
fioves or transfers up to the middle of 19“: decorations or citations roceived,
and other incidental facts.

Attention is invited to the fact that an officer of the Baltic Legion would
have his entrance date into the Legion in many cases stated as @ date previous
to the actual begimming of duty: The reason for this is that, as previcusly stated,
the Gemman suthorities had compiled lists of former Baltic officers and in some
cases mads out personnel ocards for the officers they intendsd to conscript.
(Thess perscnnel cards are similar to the U.S.Arsy Foras 201 and 6S.) Having
placed the date that the cards were made out as the date that the officer was
conscripted, it would appear. that the officer was conscripted esrlier than actud ly
was the ocase. In most lnstanm of this type tho difference amounts to 2-3 months.
=y However, there il no W of asortaining vhothor ‘the of ficer was consoripted
on tho date staudby mc or on tho date he personally ohha he was conscripted.

VIII. Idauufication or members .and Lodonaimu of the Sicherheitsdienst (SD).

(a) It is vury dimmlt ‘to establish which Baltic Iagionaire or Lith-
uanian national had at ons tize (prior to 19Lk) been a member of the SD. In most
8ll caeses the mexmbers of this organisation had their blood zroup tattooed in their
left armpit, These individuals would have no knowledge of operstions on the Russian
. fromt of the various Faltic Divietons, Regiunts and Battalions and know even less
: regu'ding the various Conpa.niu and theix- comandars.

"In some mstanoea ‘their names would appear in the files of the GDC as
most of those mexbsrs had had some service in support of Jerman forces prior to
1943 i.e. service in the Police Battalions or simllaer units, Fowsver, this is no
reason to suspect that dvery memisr of the Police Regiments was a member of the SD,

. On the othsr hand a:l Latvians who had been members of the Faclst PRRKONKRUSTS
(Swastika League) in Latvia shohld be-suspscted of having been members of the SD.

(b ). 1. A1l Baltic citizens wers issued a passport at the age of sixteen,
‘Bvery time that a Baltic moved.from one address to another he had to report to the
local Police precinct and state his old adiress as well as his new address. This
move was then recorded in his passport. Coneequently if & Baltic male cla.iaa no
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Laglonary service yet his last entry of civilian residonce in his passport was
made five years prior to 1743 such individual may be suspected for having had
scrvice in the ‘Baltic Legions. . £
2. Upon conscription into the Baltic Leyions all Legionaires were forced
to sutmit their passports to their Battalion headquarters. In aany instances they
procured these passports from their units when they surrendered to the i:.S.Forces.

Consequently an Estonian or Latvian without a passport should be suspected of having

had service in the Laltic Legions.

3.' Stamps placed in tre passports of Baltic males stating that they cleared
.the custon point at Danzi: or Gotenhafen (NEUiAHRWASSER) should be disregarded as

such stamps in too many instanses heve been forged.

L. A Baltic asle possessing in his passport a stamp which states that this
passport can be used in place of @ German foreigner's passport should be constidered
as ovidence that this person entered Germany as & civillan on the date that is
shown in this stamp. This stamp was the equivalent of a military entry permit and
was needed by @ll civilians coming to Cermany unless they came in military or para-
ailitary formations. In soms mses however even meabers of such units were given
this stamp. On the other hand it has been found that some civilians have not

received such 2 staup in their passports. The latter however are exceptions and not

the rule.
S. Givilians coming to Cermany [rom the Baltic states were obll.sated to

" exchange the currency used in ths Baltic states at that tims - the KTHARX - for

REICHSWRXS, When exchanging such currency a stamp denoting ths gmount ans the
place of exchange was placed in their passports. !lembers of afllitary and para-
ailitary organisations had their money exchanged through atli‘aery channels and -
therefore would not have a stamp of this type in their passports,

6. It has been found that some former Baltic Legionnaire- have their blood
group tattooed in their left ampit where others had no such tattoo mark. The
reason far this inconsistency is that when consoriptees of the Baltic Legions were
in the vicinity of a medfcal unit or were plased.in a hospital at some time or
another for various reasons they regsived mich tattoo marks whereas members who
were Temoved from hospitsls or medi3al units did not receive such tattoo marks as
it was too costly to move ‘such'a larfe number of men to the hospital just for being
tattooed, o -

. IX, Conclusioni.

Ho evidence has been found until the present tise to indicate that the
Baltic Legions were a movesent or orgenisation hostile to the United States orits
form of Oovernzent. In.fict it Is debntanle whether they can-even be considered as

. bonafide members of the Waffen 85. In support of this claim the following facts

should be mentionsds :

(1) At no tine did any Beltic Legionaire have the 55 insignia on his uniforms. In
fact it was forbidden for the Baltic SS to wear 55 insipnia. In its place the
various Legionnaires had the flag of their respective countries sewn onto their .
left sleeve.

(2) It »111 be found that in the Weffen SS the ranks of officers and NC's were
always preceded by the letters SS for example S5 STURMBANNFUHPER, In the Faltle
Lagions the rank was always preceded by the word Waffen and naver Ly the letters
SS for instance WAFFENSTURMBANNFUHFER.

(3) The suspicision and the alla;ations that members of the Raltic legions have
participated in atrocities eould not be substantiated. It has boen found that with
very few exceptions no German front line fighting units have ever partliclpated
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in atrocities. Atrocities were gemmeslly committed by units in the rear - <5

. echelons and such was the case in the Baltic states, It is posaible that

sons units engsged in atrocities were trarsferred into the Legions at a

- later date. Howaver those zen were generally volunteers and cannot he
. considered as true legionaires,

delbourns P, Hartman .
Investigatér, U.S.D.P.C.
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