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* Hdghlands of Malaysia over:a. yeax' ago«
.wes in Hong Kong on 23 Mar 68' y

) US citizcn, fo.culty mcunbcr of a.‘ma.jor us un:lversity. :

A recent report i‘rom llong Kong, -which come to me from. a well<known

and relioble busincssman who mokes his home in Manila but who vwas

in lfong Kong recently, on buciness, states that o Colonel James lMeGowon -
preoumably a UK citizen - was in Hong Xong on his way to Communia®
China in an ottempt to expedite the release of Mr James Thompson, the
well-known US businessman {rom. Bangkok‘who disappeared from the Comeron
' friend reported that McGowan

Accoxding to my fricnd, Thonpnon 18 saiqd; to haove engineexred his own
disappearance as part of a plen for Thompaon to personally contact
Phonomyong Pridi, ex-Premier, ofl Theatland: kaoxm at thot time to be in
cxile in Canton, Chine where = with other. revolutionarics - he was
plotting to overthrow the prescnf. Thei Government, including the climinge
tion of the Roysl Fomily. Thompson's mission was to dissuade Pridi from
procceding. According to my informant,.Thompson was succesoful In his
efforts with Pridi, whom he hed known oand worked with during World War II,

- but woao unable to econvince. the othex' mem'bcrs of the revolutionary goup
“who immediately either detained Hin by"force or kidnapped him and took

him to Red China. The distinction would have to Lo made on the basio
wheve tho Thompson-Pridi conference took'places In anyrovent one Kurt
Annlinger, nationnlity unlmmm, 10 sald to have been among the kidnapperc.

My informant also told me that Thompson as'known to have been alive on
5 Dec 67, but has been undergoing exl;ensive brainwashing. "He is echcduled

to recappear shortly, nccor;};ng to the same rumore
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