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ISRAEL—LEBANON: Israell Wlthdrawal From West B€lIUt 
The Israelts conttnue to evacuate their posittons in West Betrut as the Lebanese Army assumes control over magor areas of the ctty. Israelt Government spokesmen yesterday admttted that Tel Aviv had received reports about the massacre tn the Falesttnzan refugee camps as early as Friday m0rntngE::::::::::::] 
Israell forces turned over control of the Sabra and Shatlla refugee camps and the Fakhanl area to the Lebanese Army on Sunday and yesterday and are pulllng back from pOSltlOnS along the Cornlche al Mazra'ah. The Lebanese Army plans to enter the Ra's an Nab‘ nelghborhood today and reportedly has be un sear he for weapons 1n the Bur] abl Haydar area.[gQ§] 
The Israells contlnue to patrol throughout West Belrut, lncludlng those areas nomlnally under Lebanese Army control, and have restricted the movement of UN mllltary observers. Twenty-flve observers arrlved 1n Belrut yesterday and 15 more are to arrlve today and tomorrow. The dutles of the observers, who are to patrol the Belrut area, are unclear and wlll depend on Israell 

concurrence-Kiiiiiiiiiiiiij 
There have been no recent reports of vlolence 1n 

9/ 
‘a vlolatlon of the cease-flre yes- 

“/

5
e 

Be1rut,\

J day In the Bexaa alley by Palestlnlan guerrlllas operatlng from behlnd Svrlan 1lDP§~ There were no Israell casualt1es.\ 

h€ftlSt mllltlas 1n est Belrut have suffered heavy casualt1es——more than 150 kllled and wounded--whlle the PLO had another 200 kllled and wounded. Israell casualtles have been llght. 

Israell Government Posltlon 
Senlor OfflClalS now clalm that the government attempted to lnvestlgate the reports but was unable to verlfy that c1v1l1ans were belng kllled. The government also reported that the Israell cablnet was notlfled on Thursday nlght that Phalange forces were about to enter 

——cont1nued
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<b><P> 

the refugee camps. Israell Presldent Navon, who rarely 
lntercedes 1n government affalrs, has called for an 
lndependent 1nvest1gat1on of the matter, and a speclal 
Knesset sesslon Wlll be held tomorrow to dlscuss the 
sltuatlon 1n West Be1rut.[:::::::::::::] (bxg 

Comment: The Israell press had publlshed numerous 
. reports challenglng Tel Av1v's earller clalms that 1t was 

lgnorant about the massacre untll Saturday, and Begln 
apparently hopes to deflect some of the lncreaslng pUbllC 
critlclsm of hlm and Defense Mlnlster Sharon by clalmlng 
that the f a roved of the Phalange move lnto 

®\\</\ 

Egyptlan Reactlon 
Egyptlan OfflClalS have stressed that the recall of 

thelr Ambassador from Israel yesterday to protest the 
Q’ Belrut mas cre does not slqnal a break 1n dlplomatlc 
/’ relat1ons.fa Aa severance (bX1) 
7 of tles may stlll be under conslderatlon, owever, and (DX3) that Eg s he merlts of such a move Wlth 

the Us ' (b)(3) 

i A 

(bX1) 
all Egyptlans are horrlfled by the k1I11ngs and* (bxg) 

€4:::::]the future of the US peace 1n1t1at1ve now depends h b l f S on t e a 1 1ty o the U to I aell (bX1) 
wlthdrawal from West Belrut. (bxg) 

Comment: The Ambassador 1s unllkely to be returned (DX3) 
untll, at a mlnlmum, the sltuatlon 1n Lebanon stablllzes 
and Israel wlthdraws from West Belrut. Mubarak's gesture 

Q? 1S deslgned 1n part to undercut domestlc opponents who had sharply crltlclzed hlm for not reactlng strong 
enough to the Israell lnvaslon of Lebanon 1n June.Kg] (bX3) 

' Messages From Brezhnev 
Moscow yesterday publlshed Presldent Brezhnev's 

reply to PLO leader Arafat's appeal for asslstance 1n 
ll’ haltlng the vlolence 1n West Belrut and announced that 

the Sovlet leader had wrltten Presldent Reagan. Brezhnev's 
fig? only response to Arafat's plea was to afflrm that the 

USSR W111 "further resolutely struggle" toward that end. 

Afirfieenfib 
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The letter to Reagan 1mpl1c1tly charged the US Wlth partlal IeSpODSlblllty for the West B t elru massacre and fig/called for jOlnt US—S ovlet actlon 1n the UN Securlty 
b(3 Councll to "curb" Israel.I:::::::::j ( ) 

Comment: The letters are part of a Sovlet effort to use the massacre to damage US Cr€dlblllty w1th the Arabs and convlnce them that the US 1s unflt to be an honest broker 1n the Middle East. The call for ]Olnt US—Sov1et actlon has long been a refraln M ' 1n oscow s Mlddle East pollcy. Arafat 1s unllkel to be satlsfled
3 wlth Brezhnev's vague response.T4444441L4444W (bx ) 
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