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19 September 1980 

MEMORANDUM 

IRAN: IMAM MUSA SADR'S WHEREABOUTS
u 

Imam Musa Sadr was last seen in Tripoli, Libya on 31 
August 1978. Libyan officials claim he left Libya on that 
date on Alitalia flight 88l<for Rome and they claim that his 
baggage was discovered at the Holiday Inn in Rome several 
days later when he failed to contact friends in the city. 
Official and private Italian contacts of the US Embassy in 
Rome claim he never arrived in Rome. E:::::::::::::] 

\ 

‘report that Libyan leader 
Qadhafi was unhappy with Musa Sadr because the Shia leader 
had misspent and misappropriated funds given by the Libyans 
to him tisnnnorthis1Amal (Hope) movements in southern 
Lebanon. differ on what happend to him in 
August 1978. Some say he was detained for interrogation by 
the Lib ans and killed either by accident or design. Other 
E::::::ire ort that he was detained~and remained a prisoner 
in Libya. iijiijiijijiijj\ 

There are a wide variety of other rumors about Musa 
Sadr's whereabouts. Some claim he was killed by SAVAK, CIA, 
Israeli intelligence or some rival Lebanese group. None of 
these claims seem credible. I::::::::::j 

\ 

most 
local observers including Arab and foreign diplomat; believe 
Musa Sadr was killed by the Libyans. None of these observers 
has definite proof of this but most base it on conversations 
with local Libyan officiali \ 
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Southwest Asia Analytic Center, Near East Sout Asia Division, 
Office of Political Analysis. ,Comments and queries may be 
addressed to Deputy Chief, Southwest Asia Analytic Center on 

PA M so-1o41oc _ 

(b)(3) 

b 3 

(b)(3) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 

(b)(3) 
(b)(6) 

(b)(3) 

sc so-02285 Copy 15/65,20 
WARNING NOTICE 
mmucmcs souaces 
mo muons lr:VG'.VED _ 

Approved for Release: 2022/09/19 C05514083 ' 

/h\/Q\ 
(b)(3)



Approved for Re|e_a_$__e_: 2022/09/19 C05514083 

L A 1 

(b)(3 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3)

\

\ 

_SEe;E-i <b><8 

Approved for Release: 2022/09/19 C05514083



> - 

SUBJECT: Iran: Imam Musa Sadr's Whereabouts 
Distribution: 

State Department (LDXed) 1.. 

I\)UJI—‘l--‘P-"I-*‘l—‘l>-"I-"l—‘l\)l—‘|-" 

NFAC/OPA/SAAC/IranE:::::::j:ch/6981(l9Sept80) b 3 

DCI 
DDCI b3 
D/NFAC ' 

NIO/NESA 
PDB Staff 
C/DDO/NE 
C/DBO/Nfifliijij b 3 
D/OPA 
C/OPA/NESA 
C/SAAC 
PPG 
OPA/PS 

Approved for Release: 2022/09/19 C05514083

(

0

Q 

»\

\

I 

Approved for Release: 2022/09/19 C05514083


