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CONMMDENTAL/NOTFORN

(GUNE) International: Time To Diagnose Bird Flu May Hamper Future Pandemic Control

The more than two weeks it took to diagnose recent human cases of suspected H5N1 avian flu in

Turkey demonstrates the weakness of containment strategies for avian flu, even in nations with

strong public health systems. Several members of a Turkish farm family were sick for more than a week

before they were hospitalized, and laboratory confirmation of an H5 infection took four additional days,

WHO tests confirmed the infections were HSN1 on 7 January. (b)(3) NatSecAct

— Press reports éay the Turkish patients had close contact with or ate diseased birds on their family farm.
Doctors found no evidence of human-to-human transmission.
— If the virus becomes transmissible among people, those infected could spread the disease for

one to two days before they show symptoms. (-G#N'P)|:| (b)(3)
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Turkey: Selected Avian Influenza Outbreaks

in Poultry and People, October 2005—Present

(1October2005 | 19-23 December 2005) (1 January 2006 |
Poultry outbreak in Four siblings First sibling dies.
Kiziksa, Balikesir probably infected in
Province. Dogubayazit, Agri (4January2006 | (@January2006 |
1 ber 20 Province; 1-2 days Health Ministry A total of 14 jocally
B ‘H);m c;:ﬁro,:ed n ] later the patients announces two confirmed cases of
become confirmed, one H5N1 infection in
samples sent to the World .
Organization for Animal symptomatic. suspected case of Turkey—four of those
Health refersnce lab, UK. HS infection. confirmed by WHO.
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Siblings hospitalized H5N1 confirmed in
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initial tests negative (6 January 2006 by the World Health
for H5. Third sibling dies  Organization (WHO3,
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Aralik, Igdir Province.
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