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/- April 26, 1965

This document consiste of v papes
—BE R Copy - of eopies, copfed from

CIA dooument.

SWRRFRY oF K%Y CTRCORETANCES SURROUEDING CEASH OF AR TN T COUST:-LDp TION
on April 11, 1955

The Foreign Office of the Peaple®s Repnblie of Chine notified the
British Cherge in Peiping on 10 April at 0130 hours G.i.T. (0930 hours
Jonr Xony time) that the Chinsee ¥edioualists micht make trouble far s
narty of Chinese Communists scheduled to Iy frem iony Yon- to Baudung
w11 Aprdl. The British snthorities in Ymny Yoo were secordingly
notified by the Pitish Cherge, and arruapesents were asde for soweiasl
sconrdity precautisns at the Homp Yano aimport. It shoulsd be noted, in
this commection, thwt in & calle to the British FPoreipn frice, the Charre
indientes thet ho wes slerted to the possibility of demonstratisns, not
al sabolage,

At the tinme of the notifieation, the Chinese Caxwmists did not proe-
vide the Charge with any details about estimste: times of arvivsl smd
departure of the airorail, the sirline to be used, the route to be lol-
Jowed, the msmes and number of passenpers, ete, The British requested
this informetion at 'hat time, They recsived no furiher word in Peiping
axcept that the airline would te Indisn, and Lhel further details would
be provided in Hons Xony,

It 18 of inter:st %o note that the Chinese supplied no furihsr ine
forwatian until 0320 howrs G.4.T. (1120 hours Hong Komg time) on 11 April
when the Rew China Wews Agenoy (HCHA) informed the Hang Xong solies thal
11 Chinese Journal:sts and ¢ Vietminh delegate would be leaving long Xong
for Fandang thst afterooom, ¥o wention was msde by the MCXA to the ong
Zong suwthorities of any suspiclon of trauble,

The plane, the Alr Indls Dnternetional (ATI) Comstellation *Xashmir
Prinsess™ exrrived at flons Xonz st OL1S bours O0.,T. (1215 hours Hong Kong
time) 15 sioutes Lehind eshedile. T4 wes reported by the *7Vimes af Indis®
ont 16 April thet the "Esshuiy Princess” had had eugine troubls inbound
fram Singapor: Lo Deabay, but that the defeot was promptly repaired. The
sirline adnits alight engine trouble developed in Bombey, tut denies the
story of two wilnegses 'hat there was a delsy in the take 277 from Sombay
begause of sn srpument between Lhe air and pround oyews alout the erafits
slrworthiness, In support of the story sboai the srgusent, one witness
reported thai the sround empieeer, 2.59. Harnik, voluntésred Lo sccompany
the flight Lo disprove the pllotts cleim. He did secompany the flight,

Afr Dadia Internationsl (ATI) attributed the delay in Bombay to the
lose of engine revolutions on prow-takeoff run-up. Thiz wes corrected

according to AIT affieials and Indian civil aviation inspustors. Wo
M fTieylties were reported enreute to Hong “ong, Wit an Limition disted-
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butyr on the muber iwo éngine was chanped o arrival ‘here, The plme
srrived in lony Ten at JL1E CuM.T. {3215 hours oy Yony Lime) wieve

1t picked up the ey wnpere and departed at 0526 W4T, (1326 hours donr
Yon; tine), Duprine ite stay at the Haye Zens & roort the clone was under
police mard under t'w copmand of en fngpuetor an po unauthorized nerson
was cllowed (or atienpted) bo aporsech. The officiaels of the FI1T were
present snd supervised overy aspeet of refuveling snd servieing. The Hong
Kons Eagineering Co. (ARCO), which emplays Chincss Commmisit Unlon amumbers,
Aid the poturl mintensnes cheslc and refueling. 4n A7] crew -umber wos on |
the plane &t all tigem, ALl bagprags end lugrape wes handled by the China
iravel Nervice, a Communist spency, wihieh ha’ ande all arrengemerds for the
pagsencers, The guly srtieles place’ on beard the alreraft were the lup-
gmge and hagrape belouging to the sarty, and pormel refresiments. The
lstter was checked L the steward of L he airgraft. The Aritish hsve variouse
1y reported that there were 27 plaesw of lusgage and & boxes and that there
wers 37 pleses of luggage and 2 boxes,

The passengers sere brought to tiw airport ln an e rlise bue and,
eontrar o norwal prantice, were tsken to the plane witheut goin- thromgsh
castoms or immigration formelitles. The lupage was likesiss faken Lo the
plene and lerded irect under the supervision of AIT. The plame took off
wi thoud ineident at nbout 0926 hours U.4.T. (1326 hours Yonr Xon. time;,

Information hap been rectived from » Toitish afficial thrsgh en
Indonesian lisizen o/ficer in Yonr Feng thet st the tine the plane wam .
en route to, md while it was at, Weny #.n. the Chinese Covupunlsis werw
reguertding the goud offices of 1l Indomwsian Censulaie to sscure pagiege
for ather newsmen snd <elogeter on Cathay Poolfie fipwavs Ttd, (Crf) sngd
other sirlines., A Conatellrtion accommodates apjroxizately 50-70 oasssn-
seray there were 1l pas enpor: n this flight.

After Lhe F14 0t clssred long Xonz en route to Kuching, “arewsk, ihere
was 1o repart ol troutde - in fast a norasl repart wes regeived, sccording
o HONA, L Uik Tlakerte sirport suthorvilier ten sipoies belare Lhe 300,

3% 0953 hours 0.0, (X783 hours :omg Yon: Sime) on 11 Spril the British
authorlties report recoipt of the fisst distress sipnal, the position of
the atroralt was then given s 108 miles north of Kuching.

The Britlsh suthorities report thaithe BAF wasz alerted two ainstes
ister and its firet aireraft =az sirborns sue hour sn? 20 minuten later.
A motor lawmsh was <ispatched L7 mirutes after receipt of the sirnsl, At
0125 hours G 4T, (0825 hours llonr Xono time) & long range voles hLroedosst
was intercepted from the "Iaype” (& small ship of British re i4ry whese
master and other officers sre Zurepean « presmmed to e British) reporbing

she
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fhe had seen an alroraflt orash in flases and that one "bag of mail®
had been foumd, At 0240 hours (.7 .Ts (1040 hours Hemg Jong tine)

the "Taype” repovted the position of the orashed plane as 1089 I,
3153 o (off Great Hatoona Island about 250 wiles Harthenst of Singme
pare in Indonesian waters), OShe plaked up the swvivoras and they were
transsil pped o HES "Damplier" off Salor Island.

B "Damplier” then took the survivors to Singepore, where the ahip
was immediately bomrded By Indianse The dritish claim that thay did not
interrosate the survivors en route 4o Singapore. ~hen the survivors
arrived they were reliably reportad to hawe boen instructed by & lccal
indian reprosentative not to talk to anyone =~ to olaim teo be suffering
from shocke They were alnmost lumodiately teken to the naval hospiial,
where they we:re watohsd over by pelioce.

At 0700 hours GuiieTe (1600 hours Homz fong time) on 12 April, the
first euters despatoh, juoting indoncsian sourges, was broadsoast from
Djskarta, This was followed Ly a Bwuters plokeup from Singapore at
1157 Bours G.l.T« (1B87 hours iong Keng time).

Ab 1338 hours G...T. (2188 hours Hong Yong time) the first icuters
despatch wae broedeast. OLhotly after 2000 hours G...T. on 12 ~uril
(0400 hours bomg Xong tims, 13 ipril) the M{rst Uhinese Communist news
report was broadosst, attributing the erash to U.S.-instigated sabotmpe.
The text ef the O Foreien ‘Aniatry statecemk charging u.S.~Chiang Xatiwshek
sabobage was broadosst at 2040 hours G...T., 12 april (080 hours Hong
Kong time, 13 &pril)a

Thus the lapeod time Letwsen the 0L and the fMret 'CHA statement
was B hours and 7 minutss) the lapsed tlie between the embardation eof
the survivors and the HCHA stater.nt woa 7 hours and 7 minutes; the
lavsed time Letwesn the first :euters brosdcest and the NCiA statemant
was B hours, No trosndoaxt i known to have bean made indieating whether
thers were sy survivors prier to the first Chiness ircadcast, 'he
Juestion thus ariacs whether the ‘hinese would have risied sush expliolt
sod wiralent charges of eabotage and intent to marder without foreknowloedge
that, even if thore were survivors, the sharge of sabotage sould not be
proved to Le descnstrably fulee,

The "lampler” retwrned to the stbe of the orash ou the 15th, and
offered hor assistance in diving, This wne sccepted and diving opesntiona
wmadertakens Three bodios we: e rocovered, but the iritish roport that neo

e
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avidense was found of the cause of the drash. Two Indmesian boats were
ales at the site oi the srssh wi@h divers 1n sotioa when the "Dumpher®
reaturned to the scene, aseerding 40 s loskhsad offiedal who had obtained
the information from s semier AIX offisisl, According to the same source,
Rayal Navy divers ivow the "Danpler” brought up wreekage sanples {yom

the airoraft sed Surned theze over %o the iingspore police %0 hold Ler the
Indonasion autherities. if any ppers or mil were resoversd by either
Sritish or Indoncaian divers, ws bave aot boen informed br the Sriidsh,

Thore is, to date, no informmtion availabls lwre euncerning the
avorts leading up to the eresh beyaud & repart Yy Faraik, quoted by AILI,
that thers was a dull thad or mlfled explosioen in the baggage oompart-
mont fellowed by Llsak smoke in the oabin and cookpit, I{his informatiom
wae obdained ‘roz both Zritish and Indian scurosns, wd dexrdived rom the

ovidemwe af the swrviving indlan grewnd mginoers

™e proguosis for a relisble final detervination of the astusl ceuse
sppears to be dim, The Isdonesions wers at Miret reperted to be sdanant
in their determination to guanduot the salvage opsrations themeelves; the
Britiah lsvy was reported not to believe that the Indonesisns have the
proper sgulpents The British Mavy now reports that thay may, by Indonasien
invitation, participets iz the salvege operations, Laoihosd amperts in
Indis state that unless one of thelr nan is presant it will be inmpossidble
. to deterzime the sxaot eawse af the orashs The Chinese inspeoter detailed
to work with the British on the Hemg Yong imvestigation stated that the
Shinese msobanies have refused to answer guestions. Ais of now, st least
ane of the loskhesd experts bLelieves that the orash was sauaed by ssbotage.
The Britigh Fereign Office appenrs to Le acnvinsed that thors 1s & strong
poanibility timt the instigators wore the Chinese Comsmmd ste.

At the prosamt tive any ssmclusions whick might he drsom can at bDast
be regarded sz temtative bossuse we havs only fragmentary or ne infoprmes
tiem on the followings

{») the results of the projested mipert investigation of the
wrapied plenes

{b) orfleial smt- on the imterrogation of the survivorss
() the 2etsils of m Evitdsh fuvestization &t Hong Komgy
| (d) repwrts on, or copiva of, the desumsnis mmmrod at the
mwme of the orsal)
e
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{#) Definitive inferzation oo who would have head an oppor=
caniky o inverrogate the survivors as well «s when, and under
what oirsunstances)

() Blograpbieal informstion an the individuels of the
varicus goverrments soncerned who are perticipaiing in the
affivinl investigatisns,

During the £irst woek following the arash the Chinese Commmist
radie devoted 1B per cent of Bome Jervios items to the imclident aud 29 per
sent of thelr Interoakiemel -ervice. ks is apprexivately twice the dasestic
coveraze devoted %0 the jlainan plane insidmmt of July 1986usnd slightly less
in the Internatiomal Servies.

The GMnese international propaganda sesis deaigpned te aochiove at
Jeast three sndss Tiret, S0 embarress the Writich autherities, to savse them
to suspess the U.5,, snd make them sppesr, bossuse of their alloged whlte
wash of the Uuly t® be a satellite af the U.5. in the eyes of the Asisn and
Afriosn nations, Sesond to abselve the Indlans, but G0 mais them appear %o
be wastly escused by the U.S. Governnont and the U.Sa press.
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