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Information Review & Release (IRR) News for 2 July -6 July 2001
Executive Summary

Immediate Calendar:

at NARA, Washington, DC.

Future Planning Calendar:

(U//ATUD) October 2001: The Automatic Declassification Date per Executive Order 12958, as amended, for
unreviewed general material older than 25 years.

(U//ALBOr April 2003: The Automatic Declassification Date per Executive Order 12958, as amended, for
unreviewed intelligence-related or multi-agency records.

Overview of IRR Activities Last Week:

(U/A#6) FOIA and Executive Order Requests

(U//AFE0) Frequent Requester Asks for Declassification of "Psychotronic Warfare"
(U//KTUT) Michael Ravnitzky, frequent requester with American Lawyer Media, submitted a mandatory
declassification review under EO 12958 for a document titled, "Psychotronic Warfare: Spiritual Access."

®  The EO case officer was unable to find a document with that title in the CIA holdings and so informed the

/ﬂ@eﬁ/

(U//ATE®) Requester Interested in 1980 Italian Plane Crash

(U//A¥SO¥=A requester from the School of Communications at American University sought information on "the
aircraft accident on June 27, 1980, involving Itavia flight no. 870 from Bologna, Italy, to Palermo, Italy...the aircraft
crashed, killing 81 passengers and crew."

®  The FOIA case officer provided the requester with 41 previously released documents on this subject from
the Management of Officially Released Information (MORI) database. |

(U//AT8©) Democrats Want Information on Senator Wellstone .

(U//ATI0) The Research Director of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee asked CIA for "all
correspondence to and from Senator Paul Wellstone (D-MN) or his staff between January 1, 1995 and June 28,
2001."
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®  CiA accepted the request

(U//ATTO) Requester Seeks Information on "Nuclear Weapons Build-Ups"
(U//AFH0) A requester from Arkansas was interested in information relating to "the United States military build-ups
and nuclear weapons build-ups between the years 1945-1955."

®  The FOIA case officer advised the requester of the foreign intelligence mission of the CI4 and suggested
that he contact the National Archives and Records Administration, the Department of Defense, or the
Department of Energy for further assistance.‘

(U//AJEE) Australian Doctor Interested in Information on Former DCI

(U//ATO0) An Australian doctor "with an interest in American Affairs" requested information on John McCone,
DCI from 1961-65. The requester indicated that he was "wondering if there was a biography on Mr. McCone or
some other such material about the man.”

®  The FOIA case officer provided the requester with biographical information on Mr. McCone from the
publication Directors and Deputy Directors of Central Intelligence as well as a listing of previously

released documfnzs Jrom the Management of Officially Released Information (MORI) database.

(U// &F56) OIM Declassification Center

(U//AF50) ERWG Reference Guide Prepared from Conference Materials

(U//RT967 The External Referral Working Group (ERWG) is distributing a reference guide compiled from the
handouts from the 25 June Equity Recognition Conference. The guide will assist declassifiers to identify other
government agency interests in documents that are subject to review under the provisions of the 25-year provisions
of Executive Order 12958. The CIA representation to the ERWG is compiling and distributing the conference
materials for the ERWG because the CIA is presently the executive secretariat for the Group. The Department of
State has requested multiple copies of the guide for its declassification program and the Office of Presidential
Libraries at NARA plans to distribute the guide to the presidential libraries as an educational tool. Also, a videotape

of the 25 ﬁm&emammﬁgMQmTce was prepared, which will be distributed to other Federal agencies upon
request.

(U//2¥0y From the Archives: In 1962, DCI Expresses Concerns if Soviets Shoot Down U-2 in Cuba
(U//st50F DCI John McCone wrote a memorandum to Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara on 13 December
1962, shortly after the end of the Cuban missile crisis, expressing his concerns if a U-2 spyplane was shot down over
Cuba. The memorandum was recently reviewed by the DCI team at the IMS Declassification Center. DCI McCone
pointed out that the Soviets soon would have SAM (surface-to-air missile) sites operational in Cuba, which would be
capable of downing a U-2. The DCI told the Defense Secretary that in the event a U-2 was shot down by the Soviets,
"... there is no guarantee that we will be able to positively state that the aircraft was shot down, and if the opposition
continues to deny it, we would have no firm evidence on which to base a retaliatory action ..." The DCI suggested
options to ensure proof was available, including sending a second U-2 to monitor the flight of the first. The DCI
warned the Defense Secretary of the seriousness of the situation, "... the consensus seems to be that (if the Soviets
shoot down a U-2), we will be obliged to take out the SAM site or perhaps several SAM sites," which would involve
"a military operation against announced Soviet controlled and operated bases and thus action against Soviet
soldiers." \

(U//x196) Publication Review Board
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