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Although the Middle East from the NILE to the CASPIAN, is now convulsed by

nationalist agitation, nations in the Western sense are swathing now to this area,

a political invention copied fret EUROPE. Until quite recent times, the Middle

Beet was organised in the Ibrm of successive empires und:r which were religious

and sometimes rnoial communities. The close association of Month and State under •

the BYZANTINE Empire was succeeded by the identification 	or the Arabs and later

or the Turks of the CALIPH, the chief religious leader of ISLAM, with the Sultan,

the head of the empire.

This inter-twining of polities and religion, due partly to the nature of

Wen as an all-embracing religion eroding law and sooisl behaviour as well as

Personal ethics, vas partly diminished by the rise of modern ideas of secular

nationaliem. But nevertheless, Islamic' religious leaders have continued to play

a big part in modern Middle East politics and in its recent nationalist newscasts.

In some oases, as with the Moslem Brotherhood which has taken an naive part in

the reoont terrorist 'campaign against the British in Egypt, and with the

Menlo extremists of AYATOLLAH EASHANI in Persia, nationalism is combined with

a fanatical Ielamio revivnlism. In other eases • as with the on-Mufti of JerusaLem,

RAJ AMIN AL HUSSEIN, the veteran Palestine Arab 1 rebel leader who has been ?.

a thorn in Britain's flash in the Arab world for the last thirty years,

religious influence is mainly important as a weapon for advancing the nationalist

°apse end is not primarily an end in itself. Tho Paloetine Arab group which

acknowledged the ex-Mufti's leadership included Christians as well se Muslim.
The secretary of the party was a Christian Arab, EMILE CHOU!.	 See 2,
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The prestige which the ex-Mufti enjoyed anong the Palestine Arabs was due partly

to his r000rd as an early rebel, and Partly to his belonging to one of the two

leading and rivel Muslim families, the &Ionia') and the HASHASHIBIS, who were

for Ant Palestine what the MONTAGUE% and the CAPOLETB were for WROMA. But there

is also no doubt that his authority was greatly inoreased by his religious position

as EMfti of jeruealom - Jerusalem being Islam's third holiest city after )A and

MEDINA, canoe it is from the rook now oovered by the beautiful Mosque of OMAR that

the prophet MO1L41'M3Dio said to have taken off on his horse to heaven

For :kJ Amin i e election to this position the British themselves were ircrOally
•

maotgh responsible: still more ironically the chief responsibility was that of a

British Yew, SIR HBFBEET 11241JEL (now Lord Samuel) 'hefts the first Hith

Commissioner of Palestine when Britain was granted the mandate.

Born in 1899, Ea. Amin had been educated in CAIRO, JERUSALEM and CONSTANTINOPLE,

and in tho First 7or1d Rams a young offioor lathe ?latish Army. He deserted the

Turkish .%rmy to join in the Arab revolt led by EMIR FEISAL and T.E. IAEREECE, and

after (Fiold Marchnl Lord) ALLEY ad driven the Turks cut of Jerusalem in 1917

he become a reoraitin,1 offioor for Feisal f s Arab M.

The publication by the British Government of the HALF= Declaration promising

the Joss s National Home in Palestine, the revelation of the STEEL-PI002 agreement

for the oarving-up of the former Turkish possessions lathe Near East between Britain.

France and Ruzaia, and the oxr-nbion of Emir Faisal from Syria by the Prone& Ammy,

oansed . bitsr dicillusion among the Arabs, who had been led to believe that the

Allies would I-vo t:lom their independence after the Turks bad been driven out,

The belie %ad also boon encouraged by President Wilson's promises 8!

determination".

In Palestine there was growing agitation against the Balfour Declaration

and the Zionist movement, culminating in 19E3 in serious riots. For his pert In

instigmting those :lots, Raj Amin was arrested by tho . British military

adminietration and condemned to life imprisonment,

When Sir Herbert Samuel became the first High Commissioner for Palestine, Haj

Anin was released and Sir Hobert booked his election as Grand Muftl . of Jerusalem in

1921, In the fa/owing year Raj Amin beoems heed of the %mem Moslem Council, •

See
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This body had under its Control large funds from religious endoements for the use-

of which it was not obliged to give very detailed account to the Government, It

was partli from this source that Hai Amin was able to finance his political

activities during the following year..

He continued to be a bitter opponent of the Zionists and of the British •

' administration for permitting continued Zionist imaigration, Perseoutinns in Europe

drove more and more Jews to take refuge in PALESTINE in the 4 thirties, Arab

agitation grew no tho immigration'figures mounted, Hai Amin was dismissed by the

British from the Supreme Moslem Council, but was chosen chairman of the Arab Higher

Committee in rhioh rival Arab parties agreed to cooperate.

The Arab agitation flared into -open revolt and there was guerilla war in the

Palestine hill.; between the rebels and the British Army, The Arab High Committee

was declarod Mega:. cad Hai Ante's arrest was ordered. But he escaped under the

noses of the troops and police sent to arrest him and fled to MAMASCUS.. He wee

granted refuge in SYRIA and then lathe LEBANON, both still under French mnadatory

control, and continued to direct rebel activities in Paleetine from exile,

ItOrtly after the outbreak of tho Second 7orld Uor, H&j Amin transferred his

headquartore to BAGIDAD and took an active part in the Osrman,inspired coup dletat 

of RASHID All, which was orushed by British military intervention in 1941. hum IRAQ

he fled to PEPSI end later to GERMANY, During his period in Iraq and Persia he
had

may have/oontta with AYATOUIYKASHANI, the Persian Islamio nationalist firebrand,

originally an Iraoi who waa expelled by the British for inedrreotionary

activities in the 'twenties and went to Persia. Their oommon hatred of the British

might have ocillponeated for the fact that they are leaders in rival sorts of Islam,

Hashemi t e being a SHI'A and MaJ Amin the more orthodox SUNNI Moslem.

The Gormaao and Italians had been making a vigorous propaganda effort in the

Middle East in the years tmmediately before the war, The Palestine affair was their

chief target And Aria arms and money are said to have helped keep the Arab revolt going.

The Germans hd cbvious attractions as Possible Allies, being both anti—British and

anti—Jerish, The arrival of the Mufti in Axis Europe was a valuable addition to the

wan-tine prop' ganda Armoury of the Axis. His name was greatly used tin ;Axis

propaganda to the Arabs and he himself broadcast from BERLIN and BARI 000asionally.

He was also und by the Genmans to assist the rooruiting of BOSNIAN Moslem unite

to fight epithet	 s partisans in TUODSLAVIA.
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But even with the Mufti's name Judo propaganda achieved almost nothing oblong

the Palestine Aral-s during the war, The coMbination of British proxisos undor the

%Ito Paper rostrioting Jowish immigration, and of oomparattvo proepority duo to

Allied military oxTendituro, kept the Palestine 'Arabs quiet and 000porative.

But if tho Mufti's exhortations to revolt wore not followod, ha still ocoupied even

in exile a prominent plaoc in the minds of tho Arab poasantry.

After the collapso of Oonnanyi the Mufti was next hoard of as undor house-arrest

in PARIS in 1945, A year lator ho was back in the Middlo East after an oscapo

the mothod of vhich is still obsouro. Ho	 ohow ronobed MARSEILLES from Paris and

frau there orossod tho Mediterranean to BE/RUT and thonco to sarm A000rding to

one theory his °Imp° was oonnivod at by the Fronoh in °odor:to omborrass the

British in the Mi A.dle East as a revongp for British intervention in Syria which led to

the withdrawal of the French fraa the LEVANT minor the bombardmont of DAMASCUS in 1946.

He was forbidden to roturn to Palestine, then dill undo? British roar4ato, but

he was made ohairman in absentia of the rovivod Arab High Cu:Ditto° whose members would

go down to Egypt to .consult with him on important decisions.

In CAIBO he took his plaoo among the other procinont Arab owilos, rebels and

political adventurers, including anothor °scare, the famous VOrocoon rebel leader

ABD EL KRIM, gatherod . thoro under the Totronagp of Egypt and the Arab Longue.

The Palostino war in 1946 brought the disruption of the always shaky political

organisation of tho Palestine Arabs. A oonfOrenoe of Palosttna Arab representatives

at JERICHO voted for tho union of Arab Palestine with ABDULLM'S Kingdom of TRANS./OMAN.

But at the sumo tire two other rival coups sot thomsolvos up as Palestine Arab

flOovornmente" in DAMASCUS and GAZA. The Ga ga Bovornaont" had the support of the

Mufti and of ETtpt. The Egyptians saw in HAJ am a woapoMagninet BtngAbdullahts

plans for expanding his Kingdom by tho bnoorporation of Arab Falostine. Egypt

resentod Abdullah's ohallonge to her supramaoy inside the Arab Longue and

Egyptian nationalists hatod him for his alliance with tho British.

. But Abdullah had his way and established his now enlarged kingdom or Jordan.

Tho Damascus fl Oovornaent" soon oollapsed and the pro-Mufti dasa Govormment

continued to exist en paper only.

Sea 5•

J



1
•	

OPES -.Mufti 5.

King :,bdullah onod Raj Amin's right to tho titlo of Mufti - which till then

ho had novor lost - by a ppointing a now Mufti of jorusalom, a formor Chief justice .

of tho Moslom roligious courts, SHEIKH HUBEIN IARALIAR.

In Cairo, from his villa on tho outektrts of the oitv, the Mufti conbinuod

his intrigues. Boforo long he had a now ally. A diegrtintled Jordanian officer

from Abdullah's Arab Logion =mod Colonel ABDULLAR EL TEL arrivod in Egypt.

HO had boon military governor of Arab Jerusalem and had resigned his commission

aftor being denied t covotei promotion. Re was drawn into the anti-Abdullah

network.

In July last year oemo the climax of long secret plotting. Le EingAbdullah

was leaving the EL AQBA Mosque in Jeruealma aftor prayers he was shot dead by an

gunman, a Jorusalom tailor. The six non who wore lator triod for the

assassination ihcluded the ox-Mufti's nephew, MEGA EL RUBEINI, ,a young man prominent

in jorusalom sooiety. Tho prosecution traced the plot book to Abdullah El Tel and

by implication to the ox-Mufti. Musa El Husain' was one of the BMW accused

condemned to death and hangod.

Although Hai Amin still has his supportors and aspnts in Arab Palostine,

now 17ostorn Jordan, his namo is a logone that is losing its fon*. His failure to

provide any offectivo loadership during the Palestine war and the disastrous

rosults of tho Palestine affair for nearly a million Paloutiniankrab rafugeos,

have led to a decline in his influonoo. But in troubled Limos ho may still Do a

foroo to bo rookonee with. As it shown by his instigation of terrorist attacks on

his Arab rivals as woll as on the British and Jowe in oarllor days in Palostine,

he is an unscrupulous, ruthless and fanatioal man. luthlassnoss added to

extreme ambition and also, it curt be said, to a gonuino enough nationalist ardour,

makes a clangorous oombination. If chaos cones to the Middle East, the on-Mufti

may yet, if ohli briofly, oomo into his oft. CRIS OOP:MIGHT
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