CABLES SERVOS LONDON TELEPHONE : CENYI.AL 9486

Mufty 1

[ Mmatled Jamuary 19627 :
Por Pytlication on or after Februarv 18, B e2eb2¢

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY qug gm-wUPTI OF JERUSALEM A LEGRND THAT IS ’
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY QL’
SOURCESMETHODSEXEMPT 0N 3828 oot 1T oA
NAZI WARCRIMES BISCLUSURE ACT
DATE 2008 FROM: RORE STETRS.

Beimt.uu,...

Although tho Middlo Bast fram the NILE to tho CASPIAN, 1e now convulsed by
nationalist agltation, nations in the Womm.aenqe are somothing new to this ares,
a @ttool fnvention ocopled fran BUROPE, Until quite roocent timos, the Mlddle
Baet wos organised in the fom of successive omplros under which wre religious
and somotimee roolal communities, The olose assoolation of Churoh and State under -
the BYZANTINE Enpire was sucooeded by the identifioation undor the Arabs ond later
under the Turke of the CALIPH, the ohef rollgicus lender of ISLAM, with the Sultan,
the head of the empire, .
This 1ntor-t'ln1ng of politios and religlon, due partly to tho nature of
Ialu as an ull-anbmoing reli gon affecting law and sooial behaviour as woll as
—t poroonal ethics, was partly diminished by the rise of modern ideas of sooular
nationalim, But nevertheoloes, Islamio roligious leaders have .cont_mmd to play
a big part in modern Mlddle East politios and in its rooent mationalist movements,
In somo ocnses, as with the Moslem Brothorhood which has taken an eotive part in
tho recont terrorist 6ampaiy\ against tho British in Egypt, and with the
Islemdo oxtremists of AYATOLLAH KASHANT in Forsia, nationalimm is oombined with
a fapatiocal Islamioc revivaliam, In othor cases , as with the oxMufti of Jerusalem,
HAJ AMIN AL HUSSEIN, the voteran Palostino Lrab !} Nbgl loader who has been '
a thorn {n Britain's flash in the irab world for the last thirty years,

. % religlous influence is mainly important ce o weapon for edvenoing the naticnaliet
caueo and {s not primarily an end in itself, Tho Paloetine Arab group which

' acknowlodgad the ox-Mufti's leadsrship included Chilstians es woll as Muslims,
The seoretary of the party wae a Chrdetian Arab, BMILE CHOURY, 8oe 2,
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The prestige which the ox-Muftt onjoyed among the Palestine /rabs was dus partly
to hie rocord as an early rebel, and bartly to his tolonging to ons of. tho two
leading and rivel Muslim fomilies, the Husseinie and the HASHASHIBIS, who were
for Aret Palostine what the MONTAGUE§, and the CAPULETS were for VERONA, But there
15 also no doubt that his authority was greatly inoroased by s religious position
as Maft{ of Jorusalon - Joruselem being Islam'e third holiest olty aftor MBOCA ond
MBITNA, since it 1s from the rock now oovered by the beautiful Kosque of OMAR that
the prophot MOHAMMED io enl;‘.\ to have talon off on Ms horse to heaven ,

Por HaJ Amin'e eloction to thls position the British themsolves were ironiocally
onough responsible: etill moro lr;ntodly the ohief responsitility was that of o '
Britieh Jow, SIR FEFBERT SAMUEL (now Lord Samuel) who was the first High
Cammissionor of Palestine when Britain wos granted the mandate,

Born in 1869, Eaj fmin had been oducated in CATRO, JERUBALEM end CONSTANTINOFLE,
and in tho Firet Torld Farwms & young officor in tho Turkieh Ammy, Ho desorted tho
Turkieh rmy Yo Joln in the irad revolt led by EMIR FSISAL and T,B, uwhncs, and
aftor (Flold Marchal Lord) ALIENBY ad driven the Turks out of Jorusalem in 160Y
he bacano a rooruiting officor for Peleal's Arob Army,

The publioction by the Britieh Govermment of the BALFOUR Decloretion promising
the Jews = Nationcl Homo in Palestino, the revelation of the SYKES-FPIOOT agreement
for the oarving-up of the former Turkish poseessions in the Hear East botween Britain,
Pranoe end Rucoie, ond the oxr'nision of Bnir Felsal from Syrie by the Fronch Amy,

oaused biiicr diclllusion emong tho Arabs, who had been led to believe tint the
Allgos would givo tham their lndopondenoe.a.t‘ter the Turks hed boen driven out,
Tho belier had also boon encouraged by Prostdent Wilson's provdsos 8¢ "eelf-
detorminatica”,

"In Palootine thoro was growing agitation agatnet the Balfour Dedemttou
and the 2ionist movemont, culminating in 1920 in serious ricts, For ks part in
{netd gating thoso ricte, HaJ Amin was arrested by tho'Bjrlthh military
odnind stration end condammod to life meﬂaomout:

Whon Str Forbort Scmuel bocome the flrst Bigh Camiesioner for Palestine, Hal
Amin was relsnsed and Sir Horbert baoked his election as Grand Mufti of Jerusslam in
1621, Ta the following yoor HaJ Amin beoams head of ths Supremo Moslem Counoll,
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This body had unlor its control large funde fronm religlous endowments for the ues -

of which it was not obliged to give very detailod account to the Govermment, i
wae partly from this source that flaj Amin was abtle to finance his politioal

activities during thy following yoors.
He continued to be o bitter opponent of the Zlonists and of the Britieh

"administration for permitting ocontinued 2ionist irmicration, Perseoutions in Burope

drove morc ond more Jews to toke refuge in PALESTINE {n the ‘thirties, Ared
agtfatton grevw ag tho irmigration f{gures mounted, HaJ imin was disnissed by the
British fron the Suprems Moslem Council, but was chosen ohairman of the Areb B gher
Committes in thich rival irab parties agreed to ocooperate,

The iirnb agitation .flurod {nto-open revolt and there was gusrilla war in the
Pnlestine hi11s between the rebels and the British irmy. The hreb High Committes

_was declarad {llegn crd HaJ Anin's arrest was ordered, But he seoaped under the

noses of the troops and police semt to arrest hin and fled to MSC‘US.. He was
granted refuge in STRJA and ?hen {n the LEBANON, both etill under Frenoch mnndatory
control, ard continued to direct rebel activitiese in Palepstine frum exile,

Bhortly efter thé outbreak of tho Second Torld Var, Ha) Auin transferred his
headquartors to BAGIDAD and took an sotive part in the German-inspired coup d'etat
of RASHID ALI, which was orushed by British military interweation in 1841, From IRM
he fled to PET3IA and later to GERMANY, During hie period in Ireq and Persia he
pay hnve/‘t::tt.ct with AY/TOL77KASHANI, the Pereian Islemic nstionaliet firebrand,
originally an Iragl who waa expelled by the Britieh for insdrrectionary ¢
activities in the 'tmenties and went to Persia, Their common hatred of the British
might have componsated for the fact that they are leadors in rival sscts of Lelam, .
Keghani's betng a SHI'A and HaJ Anin the more orthodox SUNNI Moslem,
. The Germtas and Ita}ium nad been making a vipgorous propaganda effort {n the
Middle Eae‘:A {r tho years mmediately bofore the war, The Palostinse affair was thetr
chief targot nnd ixis ame and noney are sald to have helped keop the Apab revolt going, ‘
The Germans hac ctvious attractions as poseible Allies, being both anti-British and
anti-Jewish, Tho arrival of the Mufti in Axis Europe was & valkable addition to the
war=tine proprganda armoury of the Axis, His namo was greatly used in . Axis .
propagando to the irabs and he himself broadoast from BERLIN and BARI oooasionally,
He wae also ucod by the w; to aselst the roorulting of BOSNIAN Moslem urdts ' ' '
to fight agnines TITC'S partisans in YUGOSLAVIA, J
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But even with the Mufti's name hxie propaganda achioved almost nothing abong . '
the Yalestine Lrafe during tho wor, Tho combination of British pramisos undor the
White Paper rostricting Jowlsh immigration, and of camparotivo prospority dw to
Ailied military oxpenditurc, kopt tho Palestine irabs qutet and cooporutive,
But 1f tho Mufti's exhortatione to revelt were not followed, ho etill ocoupied even
in exilo o prominent placo in tho minde of tho ..rob poasantry,
Aftor tho collapso of Gormany, tho Muft!i was mext hoard of as undor house-~arrest
{n PARIS in 1845, A yeor lator ho was book in tho Mddlo Bast after an oscapo :
the mothod of which ie still obscuro, Ho samohow roachod MARSEILIBS from Paris amd ' |
from thoro orosscd tho Meditorranean to BEIRUT and thonoo to EGYPT, Aoocording to ;
one th;ory his oscapo wnes connivod at by the Fronoh in ondor,to ombarroes the
Britieh {n the Miidle East cs o rovonge for Britiesh imtorvention in Syria whioch led to .
the withdrowal of the Fronch from the LEVANT afitor tho bambardmont of DAMASCUS in 1645, . |
Ho wos forbidden to roturn to Palestine, thon &111 undor British mandato, but
ho woe mode chaimman in obeentia of tho rovivod Arab High Cormittoo whose members would
go down to Egypt to .consult with htﬁ on inportaent deocisione, |
In CAIR he took his plaoco among tho othor prominont irab oxilos, robels ond
political udvonturori, including nnothér osoapoe, tho rm- Moroooan robol lealer \
ABD EL ERIM, gathorod thoro undor tho patronago of Bgypt and tho irab Loaguo, '
" The Palostino war in 1046 br?ught tho dteruption of tho always shoky politiocal |
orgamd sation of tho Palostino arabs, i oconforence of Palostino irad roprosentatives >
et JERICKS voted for tho union of Lrad Palostino with ABDULLAH'S Kingdom of TRANSJOEDAN,
But at tho sapo tims two othor rival sroups sot thomsolvos up as Falestine Arab
"Govormiente" Ln DAMASCUS uﬁd' GAZi, The OGagza Bovormont™ had tho support of the . ,
'Mtl eand of Egypt, Tho Egyptions saw in HAJ (MIN o woapon ogalnet l‘l..ng Abdullon's '
plane for expanding his Kingdom by tho tnoprpomtlo!: of /ired Palostine, Bgnpt
rosontod Lbdulloh's chollonge to hor eupramacy inetdo tho sirob Loague and ) \
Egvption mationalists hetod him for his allfanco ¥ith tho British,
. But 4bdullah had his way and establiehod his now enlargod dngden of Jordan, |
Tho Demnsous "Govorment” soon collapsed and the orodluttl Gasa Govormmont : ' |
c'outlmd to exist cn popor only,
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King :bdullah ondod HaJ imfn's right to tho titlo of Mufti — which till then
ho had novor lost - by appointing a now Muftl of Jorusalom, o formor Ohief Justioco
of tho Moslon roligious ocourts, SHEIKH HUSEIN LARALIAH,

In Cafro, frem ht's villa on tho outekirts of tho otty, tho Muftl sombtnuod
his tntrigues, Boforo long he had a mew ally, 4 isgmintled Jordanian offioer
from Abdullah's Lrab Logfion namod Colonel .'..Bbm EL TEL arrivod (n Emt..

Ho had beon military govornor of Arab Jorusolem and had resigned hies ocormiseion
aftor being denied ¢ covoted promotion, He wae drown into the nntl-AbéuJJ.o.h
notwork,

In July laet yoar oo the olimax of long eoorot plotting. Ls King Abdullah
was loaving the EL /QS/ Moeque in Jerusalan aftor prayore ho was shot doad by an
,L.=0b gumman, a Joruealom tatlor, Tho six mon who woro lator triod for the
assassination Ltheluded the ox-Mufti's nophow, MUSL EL H!_JBBI!I, @ young man prominent
in Jorusalom soolety, Tho prosocution traced thc plot back to Abdullah El Tel ond
by icplioation to the ox-Mufti{, Muea El Huseini was one of tho four acocused
condamned to doath and haneod . '

Although Hoj /nfn sti1l has his supportors and asonts in Lrab Palostino,
now “estorn Jorcan, e namo 1a o logon¢ that 1e loeing 1te forco, Ms folluro to
provide any offectivo loodership during the Palostine war and tho disastrous
rosults of tho Palestine affair for noarly ¢ million Pnlostinien / rob rofugeos,
havo led to o eoline in his influonco, But in troublod tinos ho mey still Be o
foroo to bo rockonod with, Ag it shown by his lnst!.gnt'lon of torrorist attaoks on
his iradb rivels as woll as on tho -Brithﬁ and Jowe in oorn.or daye in Pulostine,
he {e an unscrupulous, ruthlses and fanatioal man, Ruthlessnoss added to
extrems ambition and also, 1t zust be sald, to o gonuind enough nationaliet ardour,
mokos a danfprous owmbination, If chaocs comoa to tho Middle Bast, the omuftt
moy yot, 1f ohly briofly, como imto his own, OFNS COPYRIGHT
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