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NATIONALITY Palestinian BinTHOATE c. 1593 ;
BinTnrLACE Jerusalon
Pagssnt PosiTiON Political Bxile
(Yormer Mufti of Ract White
Jerusalen) Sex  Male
LOCATION Villa Aids, Heliopolis MARITAL STaTus Harried
(Catro-sgypt) Navg of Seouse Unimown
GEn. Occusatios Political lesder CHILOREN G children
1-20 old cirls-8-25 years

EoucaTION

La

NGUAGES

Nonoas
CARRER:

1914-1918
1916-1919

1920
mva

1922
1928-1935
1930

1936
1936-1937

1937
p L

1943

e v,
v 19up obe

: RELIGION gunnite- of
3t. Qeorge's 3chool in 1oslen
Jerusalenm; Al-Ashar Univer- PoLiTiCAL AFFILIATION Closs relations

sity in C.iro. vith Arsdb Lesgue. '
mie' mmh, w‘h’ M
German, Turiish ATTITU0E TOwARes: U.S. Formerly nsu-

tral (now questionabls)
U.$.S.R. Questionadble

Made Pilgrinmage to Vaccs; Enlisted in Turkish Army.l/

Appoiated to British Public Security Service in Palestine;l/

Later transferred to French Secret Service, Damascus.l/ -

Inplicsted in anti-Jevish riots; fled to Traunsjordan;

Sentenced to ten yesrs in absentie by Dritish.l/

Pardonsd by 8ir Herbert Samuel, British lligh Cammissior in
Palestine; Selected as Mufti of Jerusalen by Arabs and
Sritish.l/

Klected, president of the Swpreme luslim Couference.

Active in Aredb Independsnce Novement opposing British Handate.2/

Appointed leuber of Arad Delegation to the lLondon Shew Ingquiry
Corxxisosion.

Elected Pre , Avsd Ligher Cammittee, 25 April.l/

Arad Jiigher Canittes and Supreme Council dissolved following
Arod riots and assassination of Dritish Comissioner;

Lufti took refuge in Jerusalen losque.l/2/

dscoped to Jaffs, then to Lebvanon, 1/

Offaored asylun in Italian Live.l

Joined Rashid All Cailani in dad.)

Participetod in Rashid All‘s revolt; P dnself Prine
linister cf Iraq; Signed secret Treaty vith Gemmony and Italy,
20 Apriled/

Fled to Joponcse Lecution in Tolitn, 1yl

Disguised as Italion, fled to Rauoc, Sep L/

Joined All Gellant u, Berlin; Beron broodcasts to Arsbs for
Axis, 5 llovenber.l,
lfufti onded pro-Axis Propecends 15 June.l/
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1945 Tled to Austris; then to Swvitzerland; Deported to France, vhers
be vas placed under houss orrest.l/2/
1986 uuruac euapedJ incognito to Cairo; received bty King Parook,
C Moy el
k8 Ustablished seat of Palestine Arab Govermpent in Gaza, 3eptember.l/
195C-1649 iufti fails to unite Arabs on Palestine Juestion.l/

1980 Jowrneys %o 3sudi Arobia to obtain Idn Sand's , October.l/

Visited Dasscus to prevent Iraqi-3yrian uniom.l

Presides over the ilorld inslin Conference in Karacii,
Fedruary.l/3/4/5/

Visits 'Mn)'sn to contoct landers of Fodsyan-i-Islen (Crussders
of Islan).

Reported vwith Pu:tunistan sgents pramoting defection of seven
nillion Pathan tridesmen from Fol:iston to Afghanistan,
Maxroh,l :

Ghulan Abbas, Suprene head of the Kaslmir Lideration
movenent, to the cease-fire line in USI sector, 26 March.6/

Arrived {n Lavant os guest of President of Syrian Chander,

Israslis, bay.3/7/

B

Yy
affuirs, 15 June.10/ St

Merber of Mufti's ®Jihod Mukadess” party assassinates Xing
idaullsh, 20 July;lh/ Accused of Commmist sffiliations.l3/

Calls press conference in Calro and denies capliocity in plot
against King Abdullsh; Conderns British for seisure of
Polesiine for Jordan, 6 August.lé

Plot to assassinate Haj Amin 17 Avgust.28/

Mufti sends six Palestinian war veterans to Danascus to train
under Colonel Shishakli, 2% August.l

Mafti reported ready to olly hinself with Russia or US,

Mufti confers with Jgyptian and Saudi Arabian Poreign
Ministers at Semiramis Hotel in Cairo; gains prestige, 23
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BaJ Anin al-BUSIINT 48 novw living in the Villa Atda, a luxurious two-story
stone in Beliopolis (City of the Jwn) ~ o sburd of Coiro.
protected by special Zgyptian polioce in sentry boxss outside
vall and inside by 2C Palestinian dodygusrds. The security Cordon has
ghtened since the assassination of Iing Abdullah of Jordan, 80 that vhen he
refuge be is ringed by his bodygunrds, all vell-armed.3/

Mufti has & retinue of about TO including his only wife, their five

dsughters renging fram 8 to 25 years (the youngest being Amina, his favarite) and
lev student in Cairo. lle has four nale privats

secretaries and three cheuffeurs to drive his tvo limousines.3/

s
A
i
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Vorld Moslsz Conference. Although it was reported by a source that Soviet Moslems
were invited, none attended.h/ Another source inferred collusion betveen a Soviet
*sinhorn® and the «5/(s0e footnote)e

iarly in March the Lufti traveled to Iren vhere he coutacted members of
the Fodayan - 1 - Islom, the Iranian counterpart of the Moslem Brotherhood. It
w.s & pember of this smme organization vho on the Tth of March assassinated the

i

Ghulen Abbes, Jupreme of the Kashmir Liberation movement, to
the cease fire line in the URI sectar.6/

The }ufti’s next major move was to the Lewant, vhere 3yrisn forces were
vith the Israclis over the question of draining the Eulehfsemp. As
the guest of Ma‘'rouf Dewaledi, President of th: Syrien Chmmber, the Russeini
rallied Nationalists memmuumxmn-ﬂxé It is inter-
esting to note that, an Chief of Staff, Lt. Colonel A&fld 8 » troveled
to Beirut, Ledanon to with the ex-Mufti about the possivility of incorporet-
ing Palestinian var weterans into the 3yrian and 2gyptian armies. 7This samo
Refugee Army plan vas later presented to the Arab Leagus 7ith the suggestion that
1¢ be financed by Pan-Arsb funds.3/ It wos ot this smme meeting thot the Bgyptian
Tolitical Comittee delegates proposed that the !fti's Gaza zovernpent should be
represented in the Lecoue.9/ .

depercussions ogainst the’ Mufti's interforence in Syricn affuirs were soon
voiced by the Syrian Poreign Office. Contect was then made vith the Jyrian Rwebessy
42 Cairo to dsternine how he had entered Syric. Investigutions indicated that he
Bad used a passport issued in the Zmbassy at iaris four years 2g0 {n the nane of
Muhviad Tehir, family name of I'cJ Amin.l0/ (This infousation could possidly dise
prove previous reports that the j‘ufet used Ma'rouf Dawalabi's passport to
escape fron Paris in 1946.1/3/) ,

#§o infomstion in CIA files on a Rursion Agent by the neme of “3tinhorn.”S/
SEONET /CONTAOE 0. $. OFFCRS Oaly
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Qea-sis:  (Continued)

Lebanon wns also included in the Jufti's travels sbout this sanme time.
Whether by coincidence or not, the pro-British Premicr, ifad el Lolh cf Ledanon,
wos agscosinated by : Jyrian nationslist on L7 July ¢t ¢he ond of his Jowr day
visit vith King Abdulich. In Jordan, Ried ol 3oli wes revoried to have discussed
necns by vhich the Areb World could work out = uodus vivendi vith Isrscl.3/

The "aafti‘s conniving in Damcocus wes suddenly Lalted when his opponents
learned thit he wes encouraging the rolesinicn liefujees Lo negotiate directly
vith the United States for ald, ruther than cllowing the .xob clates Lo uedicte
for them. With the charge thct the lfaftl wos undermining the Aradb Couse, his
opponents were cble to force his deportwre fron Dcmascus. Amil Ghuri, the ex-
Nuf'ti's agent was appointed to handle futuwre comtacts with the Syrian .uw.}_l./

Urgent attempts were made by the Gtate nt to locate the ex-thafte
after his dsparture, but it was not wntil the 1 of that he vas discovered
in the Druse Jettlement of Corneil in central Lebanom 12/ in the company of Feusi
Kawakji, the chief Areb Guerillc leader during the Palestinien War.l3/

The Mufti's coplicity in the assassination of King Ab&ullah 20th July was
immedistely inferred fron the identity of the assassin,. Shuki. ..shou, & mewbexr of
Mukadess, an extremist Arsd organizotion created by the Muftd in 1948.1/
terror folloved as refugee coxps vere ralded for possidle persons in-
ol The ex-Mufti then appealed to Ibn Saud for doth financial

tion vith the Jordan govermaent to stop the ®atrocities.”L6/
given to the exiufti, the Sacudi \rsbian nonarch refused to de-
the’ dispute regarding the suspects and disorders.l6/ As the ex-
every neans possidle to dsliver four of the six sectienced nen
to death inabsentin),l7/ it wus reported that the Regept, Naif,
the Jordanion Prime Hinister wvere equipping ossassins to even
Muftd.

Goverment's clains wvere formelly answered Ly the ex-tufti at a

§ August in Coiro. . There he denied corplicity in the plc
stated "Political assassinations are not in the interest
could ouly have dirc results.”l5/ At this press confer-
named )tol:t Da'ud al um.&em-no;a:}n(m
principle person involved in Plot.) other
ex-itufti's cmin)l.g/g‘m_.{?/ e also attacied
to Bgypt Jemanding s activities be
-witnesses could verify his claims that the
Jovdan Folice und the Ared Leglon.23/

2arly in deptember the Mufti renewed hic efforts to bring about Muslin
unity against the British by suggesting to iullaa Abd al Qasim Kashani of Iran,
that o Moslem conference similar t0 the one held in Pakistan be held in Tehran.2h/
(Mu? 1ah Kashani 1s the chdef of the fanstical terrorist organization, Pedayan-i-
Islan vhooe menmbers are held responsidle for six murders since approxiuately July
1950.)25/ Mullah Lashani has guaronteed the Muftd full protection and all the
necessary trevel visas for his entourage.2h/
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HUJISINI, Amin al ‘B_lj)
Remariis: (Continued)

According to the Deirut source, who received inforuation third-aond froo o
1ebansse Camunist, the lNfti is supposedly receiving monsy fram the Coumunists.
He suggests the possidility that the Soviet Union may have decided to use a Pan-
Islenic movermnt to gain control of Iran rather than employ the obviously Caznmist
Tudeh Farty.24/ I¢ should be moted however, in considering the working possibvili-
ties of the leaders that the ex<tjufti is a Sumnite 1/ vhile Mullah Kashoni
-4s a praminent Shiite leoder.25/ :

A usually relisble source states that the former Grand Mufti has combined

Isroclis are receiving ofl from 3idon, and furthermore the Trans-Arsbian Oil Co.
has recently presented 325,000 for the relief of the Arsd refugees.26/ .

! considerabl; s
last several years. In the vinter of 1545 his prestige suffered by his inability
to wnite the Ared World om the Palestine Qusstion 1/ but more recent reports
indicate that his power is groving.

Husseini is sald to ccemand the loyalty of over 90% of the Palestinian
refugees. Another source indicates that his influence within the inner circle
of the bhas weskened although his prestiges in the Arad World at largs
-4s still high, The lotter opinion is substantiated by Arcd Lesgus lesders pro- .
hibiting the Mufti from administering funds for the Ared refugees. It is reported
they fear his possible comnections with lioscow and the Zact that he might use
their funds for his own political pwposes.9/ Possibly as a consequence, the
Mufti encouraged the Palestinian refugecs to nsgotiate directly with the U3 for aid
uommwm.mmmmumm.u/{a Wherewpon he was '
accused of undermining the strength of the Arodb Caunse aroed to leave Syria.f/

The Mufti's policies are clearly directed toward the maintenance of the
estinien refugees as & political entity and has therefore expressed concern
" over thoss still in Lebanon §/ and GMMA's efforts to resettles the refugess sbroed.
" Be stated reoently, however, thathem.dnotoﬂouthurntnumuwim
Syris vhere scoe are alresdy in the Syrian Arwy.lh/

he major part of Husseini's bargaining strength now depends upon his
political affiliations with the Arad states. One of his nost istont struggles
has bdeen against the Hashenites (rulers of Iraq and Jordan).,l/ The ex-dufti's
antipathy hos been sgpravated by the Hashemites counsistly pro-British policies,
vhich Eusseini feels has delayed Areb indspendence and unity.l/

Husseini realizes that 3gypt's prinocy snong the Arab states dspends upon
the Hashenites weckness.2./ Eis relations with Xing Farouk arc superficially good.
According to one sowrce ex-Hufti is Aistrusted by King Porouk, bub the latter
recognizes the Mufti's political prestige - especiclly enhanced by the assassina-
tion of ing Abdullzl, and feels s would be a valusble ally for the mm@/

The ex-Mufti{ has 0lso caintoined cood relations with anti-Losherdits It
SECRETJCANTR 4. §. DATCIALS omY
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llemarks: (Continued)

Saud, vhose apprehension over the Jordan Arad Legion is vell known.29/ Although
King Ita 3amd distrusts the lufti he feels that he is the only strong champion of
o free Falestine. King Ibn Jawd has openly favored the restore*tom the
dence of Zustern lalestine and the holding of
This nay be one of the roasons the
refugees.

Arada, Doudtless with this in mind, the ex<ufti pressed for the training of
the s under Colonel Shishakli, head of the Syrian Amy, perhaps in prepara-
tion for future guerillo wvarfare.?/

The Mufti's relations with Jordan are undergoing a decided chonge due to
both King Tal'al's anti-British reputntion and ‘his syxpathy for the Hufti's me.}y
It 4s also significant to note that one of Russeini's most active supporters, former
commander of the Husseini ol-Fatuwah wvas elected recently to the Jordanian Parlia-
went, Purthermore Tal'‘'al Zs now emroute to visit King Idn 3aud ostensidly to
end feud.33/ Busseini's participation in a conference vith Scudl Arabian and
Sgyptien Poreign iinister, presumsbly to prevent a Hashemite Merger, further indi-
cates his political strength.28/

His attitude toward the “Jest® has varied. He has renained ademantly opposed
umuwwznmIMcm,JmmunmmMamm
public statements ogalnst the US. In August the American Jubassy in Cairo reported
that the ex-Jhufti wes prepared to hinsel? with the Russians or the Anericans.
If he vere to ally himself with the U3 he would e:pect support in the reestadlish-
mummmc-m,mnsmuux hereditary rulers. In retwrn he
promised to effect an anti-Commmunist front.3h/

Another source indicates the lufti's dmm
dewalomments, mwmummummumumnme.gl He foels
mtmmucmznmm are t00 wesk to oons
Mnmwmcm-mw that only through an Islamic oppeal
mmmmwmnmwu Ambmu..%ﬁ Recently it vas
reported, hovever, that the ex-Hufti hed urged his nen to
and British interests, vhich may be o nove protesting Averica ceonﬂmﬁonof
Bgypt's sbrogation move.35/

The ex-iufti's connections with Russia have deen sitlifully cemouflaged.
munmmtummmmuﬂnmnm but other then reports
that he is receiving money from licseow, little is knowm about the nature of the
affiliation. One reliable source stated the lfufti hod sald "We lichmmmadens will
never de ® nevertheless he indicated that his bost
vas caning from the Soviets not the West.36/ DNecently the ex-iufti received
assurances from the Joviets that they not alter their stand for an Independent
Ared Palestine.3h/

MHusa Bey al-Alami, & relstive of the uf'ti by marriage end a reliable source
SECRCT /CINTARL 1. §. BFFICIALS 08UV
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Renarks; (Continued)

stoted that the Iufti is o cunning, shrewd politician who will go to any ends to
obtain his goal and that he is capeble of getting rid of his enecics “if this

furthers the Arad Couse.” Proctically all sources concur that the ex-Muftd
1s one of the shrewlest Arsd leaders, rather unoninously distrusted, but nons

If a photograph is desired, inquiry moy be directed to Graphics Register, OCD.
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al-HUSAINI, Haj Amin . PALESTINR

Haj Amin al-Husayni, the Uufti of Jerusalem, is one of the most
controversial and notorious political leaders of the world, King of no
country, having no amy, exiled, forsver poised for flight from one
country to another in disguise, he has survived because of his remark-
able abtdility to play the British againat the French, the French against
the British, and the Americans against bnth; and also because he has
became a symbol among the Arabe for defending them aginst the Zionists,
His suave penchant for intrigue, his delicate manipulation of cne Ared
faction against snother, cambined with the popularity of his slogan of
a united Muslim world, has made him a symbol and aforcé in the Middle
Bast that is difficult to cope vith and well nigh impossible to destroy,
The names of Machiavelli, Richalieu, and Metternich came to mind to de-
soribe him, yet nomof these aprly. Alone, without a state, he plays an
international geame on behalf of his fellow Muslims, That they are un-
grateful, unprepared, and divided by complex and innumerable schisms, does
not deter him from his dream.

The Mufti is a men of striking appearance« Vigorous, erect, and
proud, like @ number of Palestinian Arebs he has pink-whito skin and
blus eyes, His hair and beard, formerly a faxy red, is now grey. He
always wears an ankle length black robe and a tarbush wound with a spot-
less turban, Part of his charm lies in his deep Oriental courtusy; he
sees 8 visitor not only to the door, tut to the gate as well, and speeds
him on his way with blessings. Another of his assets {s his well-mudulated
voice and his cultured Arabic vocabulary. He can both preach and argue
effectively, and is well versed in all the problems of Islam and Ared
nationalism, His mystical devotion to his cause, which is indivisibly
bound up with his personal and family aggrandisement, has been unflagg-
ing, and he has never deviated from his theme. For his numerous 111it-
erate followers, such political consistency and simplicity has its ad-
vantages, The Mufti has always known well how to exploit Muslim hatred
of "infidel® rule,

The Mufti was born, Amin al-Husayni, at Jerusalem, probably in 1893.
The Husaynis were one of the two mnat prominent Arab Palestinian families
and claimed descent from the Prophet Muhammad. The rank of Mufti, be-
stowed upon Amints father, Tahir al-Husayni, by the Ottoman Govcriment,
signified that the bearer was an eldor religious leader in the community.
Anin's elder half-brother, Kemal, was similarly honored,

Amin al-Husayni attended lt. Ocorge's School in Jerusalem, then went
to al-Ashar University in Cair»r, He made tis pllgrimage to Mecca, received
the title of Haj, then went to Turkey where he served in the Turkish Army
during World War I, After the capitulation of the Ottcman Bmpire in 1918,
he was attached to the British Public Security Service in Palestine, chang-
ing over laser to work for the French Secret Service in Damascus. He speaks
Bnglish, French and Turkish in addition to his native Arabice.

As a writer and teacher in Jerusalem in 1920, Haj Amin was implicated
in the anti=Jewish riots and had to fles to Transjordan, He was convict=
od by the court af the British Mandatory Government and sentenced in ab=
sentia to ten years in prison, but the High Commissioner for Palestline ’
8r Horbert Samuel, granted Mim a pardon, and accepted Haj Amin as the
Arabs! choice for the position of Mufti in 1921, In 1922 he was mads
president of the newly established Supreme Muslim Council, a position
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which gave him charge of the finances of the Wakfs (Muslim pious endow-
mente), in addition to some appointive patronagse If both the British
and the Zionists hoped that these honors and positions of trust would
neutralise Haj Amin's proclivities for intrigue, they were mistaken. He
was even at that time a s8i: ;le-minded devotee of Areb nationalism, an
unalterable opponent of 2i ism, and a8 mai. #i1ling to go to any lengths
to attain his ends,

While living in Jerusalem, the Mufti marriad a woman who remains
nameless and had five daughters and a son, His son Muhammad Salah=sl~Din,
born in 192k, was educated in Bgypt, where he still resides as a sort of
protégd of King Faruj,

As Mufti, Haj Amin led the Palastinian Arabs in the fight against
Joewish immigration and against the sale of land to Jews. He was a member
of many Arab delegations sent to London to discuss the Palestine problem,
notably the Shaw Inquiry Commission in 1930, There he testified that he
had refused an offer of a quarter of a million pounds offered him by a
relative of Dr. Chaim Weismann if he would not oppose the sale of Ared
land. In May 1930 he appeared before the League of Nations in Genzva to
protest further implementation of the Balfour Declaration. Within Pales-
tine, he organized the Arabs and became president of the Arad Higher Com-
mittee formed April 25, 1936.

Discord-and rioting between the Arabs and Jews continued in 1936 an!
1937, climaxing in the assassination of the British Commissioner of Galilee
in August 1937. The Mufti's political party, considered responsible for
this outrage, was outlawed and the Supreme Muslim Council dissolveds The
Mufti, in danger of arrest, took refuge in .10 Harem al-gharif (The Domo
of the Rock) in Jerusalem. In this sacred Muslim shrine he was protected
by a fanatical bodyguard and the Rritish did not dare invade the sanctuary,
Moreover, certain officials in Whitehall maintsined that the Mufti must
not be completely alienated us he was the nnly outstanding leader in
Palestine with whom thay covld negotiate. In October, disguised as a
Bedouin, and under ~ .ver of night, hc fled to Jaffa where a coastal sail
boat smuggled him to the L bancne There his spiritual position, coupled
with strained Franco-British relations, saved him from arrest by the French,

In the village of Juniah the Mufti set up a "citadel of intrigue®,
established cormunications with his henchmen in various parts of the Near
Bast, and almost {mmediately became involved with agents of Italy and
Cormanye Mussolini, who had already proclaimed himself the protactor of
Islam, offered the Mufti asylum in Italian Libya, but the Mufti remained
in the Lebanon until September 1939, Whon World War II bagan, the British
roquested the Prench to deliver the Mufti into their custody, While thesec
negotiations were in progress the Mufti slipped away to Baghdad to join
his friend and fellow-pationalist, Rashid Al al~Gaylanl, and there to
plot for an Axis orientation of Iraq.

On April 10, 1941, Rashid Ali's coup succeeded, He proclaimed him-
self Prime Minister of Iraq, declared war against Britain, signed a secret
treaty with Cermany and Italy, and with tho assistance of "Iho"'Golden
Square" (an English term for four Colonels in the Iraq hrmy) attempted to
eject the British fram Iraqs The revolt was ill-timed and though it had
considerable support from young nationalists, was quelied within six secks
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by British troops., Rashid .11 fled with the Mufti to Irane The Mufti
took up residence in the J- renese lagation at Tehran. When the events
of Septeaber 1941 necessituted the evacuation of the Axis diplomatic
staffs from that city, permission was also granted by the Iranian Gov-
ernment for the evacuation of about 500 Italian citizens. Dr. Luigl
Petrucci, the Italian Minister, realized that this was an excellent
chance to evacuate the Mufti at the same time. Disguiscd as an Italian,
Ha) Amin travelled with the Italians by bus and truck to Brzerum, whence
they continued their journey by train via Ankara and Istanbul to Rome.
On November S, 1941 the Mufti left Rome to join Rashid AL al-Gaylani
in Berlin,

The Mufti and Gaylani, both treated as guests of the Flhrer, wore
put under the special guardianship of Dr. Pritz Grobbm, head of the
Arab Political Bureau in thc German Ministry of Forelgn Affairs, who,
while Ambassador in Iraq, had planned the Rashid Al4 revolt, The two
Arabe were expected to be important pawns in the hands of the Germans,
to be shuttled back and forth betweecn Rome and Berldin and uaed as prop—
agandists to win Muslim aymmathy fcr the ixis cause, Dr. Bdmund Veesen-
mayer, the former German Minister to Hungary, who knew the Mufti and
Gaylani at this perfod felt that the Mufti was the less practical of the
two Arabe. The Mufti saw all problcms from the Muslim point of view and
was obsessad with the droam of a unitod Islamic state which would stretch
from Morocco to Bosnia and eas‘ rard to Paldstan, But the Germans found
that the Mufti, in spite of hi: aspirations was unable to arvuse Islam,
Although he broadcast in Arebic over the Axis radio, and. toured Croatia
and Bosnis, trying to rally Muslims to the German side, he was not an
offective propagandist, Deluded by his own pan-Areb convictions, the
Mufti made the mistake of apraaling to the Ared world as if it were an
entitye Another cause of ‘s failure as a propagandist was his negative
approach., He had many crit.cisms of British imperialism but nothing
cnstructive to offer to th: Arad world in its places He gave his last
Axis broadcast on June 15, 1943, calling upon tho Arabs to rise against
the British and the Jews, The British were not alarmed, All through this
time BBC in London followed a policy of steady mild debunking of the Mufti,
and refreined from open attack, The Germans from that timée on considered
him a liability and cut his subsidy to a subsistence level only., He had
also come to loggerheads with Rashid Ali al-Gaylani and the two had ceased
to have speaking acquaintance, 8o that they were kept far apart by the
Germans, But Haj Amin al-Husayni had evidently secreted in Switserland
considerable sums which the Germans paid him between 1941 and 1943, and
he has lived on these asseta since 1949,

In kay 1945 the Mufti went from Bad GCastein in Austria to Switser-
land with some fifteen followers, but Swiss authorities, not caring to be
rasponsible for so difficult and controversial a company, deported them
at once to France, The group was housod in a suburdb of Paris. Various
Areb Qovermments appealed in vain for the Muftils return to Jerusalem.

The French wished to keep the Mufti, and the British, for their part, were
not anxious to have him delivered into their custodye The arrest ~f the
Wufti would force the embarrassing dilemma of whether to prosecute him for
treason and incur Arab hatred, or to ignore his war record and risk the
charge of favoritisme
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While living in Paris, the Mufti renowed his contacts with the com-
plicated political machine which he maintained in various parts of the
Wuslim world, and, incidentall , renewed his feuds with certain Arad
leadera, His principal henchm.n in Palesti .: at that time included Jamal
Husayni, Dr. Husayn Xhalidi, Munif Husayni, Ishaq al-Darwish, Rassim
al=Khalidi, Ahmad Hilmi, Izzat Darwasah and Emile Ghuri. Bven within
this inner circlo there wore quarrcls over money and positions None gave
their camplete loyslty to the Mufti, although all feared him, Within
the Arab Higher Committes, the Mufti and Musa Alami were campletely at
variance, The Mufti has n ver had any friendship for the members and
supporters of the Hashimit dynasty, and has always regarded King Abdullah
of Jordan as a particular rival,

The Mufti, in spite of his genteel charm, is ruthless toward has
opponents in the Aradb group, He has & personsl bodyguard of somo twenty
well disciplined and efficient gurmen who not only protect him but carry
out his missions of assassination. The Nashashitd family has for centuries
been a rival of the Husaynis in tho ~radb crnmmunity of Jerusalem. In Nov-
embor 1941, Fakhri Bay Nashashitd was liquidated at the Mufti's ordors
while visiting Baghdad. Certain Arabs caught selling land to Jews woro
terrorised, and in 1947, a liberal labor leader, Sami Tsha, was killed
on the streets of Haifa, All sources attributed this surder to the Mufti.
Yet, despite this effort to "discipline® Palestinian Arabs, he wars unable
to gain effective control over them, He was feared by his assoclatcs,
who regretted his peturn to Cairo, but who dared not challenge his de-
cisionse His followers axisted in overy Arab country, however, and con—
stant intrigue was going on in his behalf in Egypt, Syria and the lebanon.

In March 1946 there were rumors that the British wished to doport the
Mufti to the Seychelles, and there ware counter rumors that several Arad
countries had offered him refuge. Foreign Secretary Bovin had reputedly
mde 8 request to the French Freign Office for the extredition of the
Mufti and had been refused. B.vin then reguisted that the Mufti bo kopt
under surveillance so that he might not le:.c Francee While members of
the French, British and hmsrican Intelligence services werc checking
planes and visas under tho suspicion that the Mufti might attompt to leave
Paris, the Muftd boarded a TWa flight for Cairo on May 29. - He had shaved
his beard, dyed his hair, and was thc bearer of a Syrian passpert, issued
to his friend Mar'uf Dawsli>i, Dawalibl, then the legsl counselor of the
Syrian Logation in Paris, .as a prominent anti-Western Arab mationalist
and a firm collaborstor with the Mufti, Before boarding the plane, Ha}
Amin kindly sent 8 latter to the British Embassy informing them that he
was about to "fly the coopl! The Syrian Minister to France, who had assist-
ed in procuring the passport, left hastily and quietly for Geneva. The
Mufti, accompanied by his secretary Al Rushdi Inan, was soon safely in
the air, while the real Dawalitd was still in Paris. It was several days
before the British ascertained that tho Mufti had arrived in Cairos. The
British imbasaador then requested the Bgyptian Government to give no pub-
licity to the presence of the Muftl in Bgypt. King Farug replied that

_ the notice would be in the papers the next day, and it was, In the opin-
{on of American officials in Cairo, this move by King Faruq gave Bg/pt
increased prestige with extreme nationalist lcaders in the entire Near
Bast, and sorved to strengthen Bgyptian leadership of the Arad League
States whern the Mufti was considered the bost availablo threat against
the Zionists, In the meanwhile the Mufti's latest move was hailed in the
Muslim prcss, and he was accorded an unrestrainod wolcome by the populace.
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Prayers were held for the occasion in al-Azhar Mosque, and cheers for the
Muftl developed into anti-British, anti-Government manifestations which
grew serious enough to require police interference to quiet the crowd,

After promising not to take part in any political activity, the Mufti
with four of his followers was established in Villa Aida, at Alexandria
o July 1, 1946, Arab leaders at once began to beat a path to his dcor,
but were always received "unofficially®. S8aid the Wufti, "™if the Jewish
Agency is parmitted to spread propsganda, collect funds, prepare armies,
and buy ammunition, then the Arabs at loast have the right to meet und
discuss their plans,” Haj Amin al-Husayni was determined that the Arabe
should take up arms in the event of tha partition of Palestine, There
wore indications i{n the fall of 1946 that the Mufti was in touch with
the British, and had their tacit consent for his activities. 4 Letanese
Christian who interviewed him then said that h: had never seen the Mufti
so pro=British, But the Mufti himself became increasingly discouraged
with the situation. He deplored the w2ckness of the Arab League, blamed
King abdullah for creating dissension among the Arebs by his "Creater
Svria® project, and felt that Communist asents had made great inrw.ds in
the entire Middle East,

The situation in Palestin. grew moro tense in 1947. The Mufti, under
constant attack from Zionists : xd unalterab™ - determined to fight the parti-
tion of Palestine, travelled to Boirut in October, without a Lebanese viss,
to participate in an Arab League meoting called to consider the Palestine
problem, At this meeting the MKufti met stiff opposition to his plen that
all the Arab countries assist tho Palestine Arabs to resist the partition
of their countrye. In Decerter he returned to Cairo. When the actual con~
flict betweun the Arabs an’ the Jews came, dissension and jealousy betwesn
the fcllowers of the Mufti =nd the pro-Hashimits adherents of King Abdullah
succeedod in negating much of the Arabs! military powor. The Mufti's
cholce for leader of the Aradb army was the Ireqi General Taha al-Hashimi,
while the Syrians insisted on Fawzi Qawuqji; thus two commanders took the
field at the start of the campaign, and later the situation was further
camplicated by the insistance of the Bgyptians on still a third separate
cammand,

A so~called Palestine Arad Government was set up in Casa in September
1948, under the protaction of tha Bgyptian Govermmont. The position of
President was left vacant, pres.mably for the Mufti to occupy at a futurq
date, The personnel of the Gasa Government was composed of his followers,
and it was believed that the Mufti had had much to do vith their choice,
If the Gasa Government was intended to rival the Jewish Agency, tho Arabe

" wore ambitious, This smsll group of Palostine Arabs could not in any way
compete with the internatiomal organization of the Zionistse The Gaza
Areb Government existed for a time, on paper only, and then foldod 1ts
tentse Moreover, the Arebs in Palustine were dividod in their ellogiance,
One group desired tn be inocorporeted into Jordan, while the Mufti's gl‘oup
clung unrealistically to their dream of an independent Paivstine ara
stato, GCraduslly the chauvinistic appeal that the Mufti had had lost
1ts attraction for the war-weary Arabs, and the Mufti's influence reach-
ed its nadir in the winter of : uB8~1949. Haj Amin had alienated King
Parug and the members of the B, yptian Gover :ent, he had the support of no
great power, he had been unable to weld together evon the surrounding
Arab countries into any un:nimity of action or opinion and he had been
unable to proclaim a Jihad,
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In October 1949, Haj Amin went to Saudi Arabia, endeavoring to obtain
suprort from Itn Sa'ud for the creation of an independent Arab Palastine.
Messages from Whitehall wer sent to the British Chargé in Jidds, instruct-
ing him to inform the Saud:! Arabian Government that the British Foreign
Office did not in any way i,"rove of the Mufti's plan, Shortly aftor this
the Mufti left Jidda in King Ibn Sa'ud!s plane on a mission to Damascus,

He intended to dissuade the Syrian Government from its rum~red projoct of
union with Iraq. -

In February 1951, Haj Amin presided over the World Muslim Ccnforence
held at Karachi. Although the Confcrence was unofficial in character,
nearly forty delegates from Muslim countries attondeds The principal
resolution passed by the Conference was that "no power on earth can br-ak
the ties which bina the people of Pakistan and Kashmir®, and all Muslim
countrios were to direct theiw roprcsentatives at the UN to support Pak-
istan's stand on Kashedr. Other rosolutions dealt with Palestine, Africa,
and Hyderabad, and all stresscd the necessity for the cooperation of tho
Muslim world. From Karachi, Haj imin went to Kabul in March 1951, wherc
he attempted to resnlve Afghan=-Pakistan differcnces on the dasis of private
informal talks. He apparently hoped to encourage a snttlement of the
fPushtoonistan® issue by acain using the plaa for Islamic unity, insist-
ing that this unity is the only protection ~f the Muslim world apninst
the evils of Communisme It is belioved, h~wever, that Haj Amin's oxcursion
into the affairs of Afchanistan and Pakistan is mcrely a phase of his most
earnest purpose to achieve Muslim unity in ordor to drive the Zicnists
out of Palestine,

Iatest reports regarding the Mufti indicate that the British Foreim
Office would like to effect a repprochomont between Abdullah and Ha§ Amin,
or at least between Abdullsh and the followers of Haj Amin, to stavilize
and unify the enlarged state of Jordan, Whethcr such a plan can ever
materialigse or not, the Mufti is still a power in the Middle Bast, His
smll, but well organised gr up of henchmen penetrate everv country in the
Muslim world, and the popul~r appeal ~f his slrgan for Muslim unity cannot
be denied, however unrealistic it may appear to be, Thare is no tangible
evidence that he has ever desired Soviet support for his plans, and it i»o
out of character that ho ever woulde Tho Gerwn Foreign Office could never
discern that ho strove for anything m're than pan-hrad unione While the
Zionists consider him slightly wecrse than Mephistopholes and have used him
a8 a2 symbol of Nazism, this is false, He carod nrthinz about Nasism and
41d not work wcll with Germanse Ho rerarded them mersly as instruments to
be used for his cwn ainms,
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