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. Colomel General Enver LOXHA (pronounced Hoje), Prime Minister ‘and
N Commander of ths Armed Forces of Albania, 1s 40 yénrs of ege, Hia
_ father was a cotton factory ‘worker in Gjinoksster, South Albania. At

the .e.ga of 16 he was affiliated with .the Communist Farty and reporta&.ly

. attended the Balkan CP C:)ngrau in Vienon in 1924, As n promising
" student of the local high scheol he was given s acholarship for studies
in Belgium, Vhen the fuads of this scholarship rao out, l;e becams secre~
tary of the ﬁ.iba.nim \'.;onsulate in Brussels. In i957 he returned to
Albanie, ostensibly t.o teech Fremoh in a high school at Korce. Working
- .- © for the dovmfall of King Zog, however, became his chle!“ ocoupation.
He setablished himself as a gmall businessnan on one of the main bugi-
ness atre-ets in Tirsna ané led for the next few -yearé the hazardeous
double life of artypice.l oonapiratox:. In the daytime he sold cigerettes
sndolive oil to. the Italien officers and soldiers. that orowded his store;
et night he held sonfarences with the leadsrs of the guerrills bands 4
waging war on the Italians {rom their mountain hide?uts. HGJCHA':I in;
fluence roa-e steadily among the Albanian Fartisens whoem he‘joined openly
in the summer of 1942, He.wu selooted Chisf of the Natiemal Liberati:on
Movement at a conference of the guerrilla chiefs held in September 1942,
Puring the next two y‘gnra he coordinated the activity of his Partisans
-with TITO's guerrillas; sfter the Hazi domination in the Balkans crumhied
anm. who in the memntime had promoted himself to a Colonel General,

triumphantly entered Tirans,
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