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DISTRIAUTION

1, The following is a translatiﬁn from the ﬁ.lbanian-languagg WS-

paper; Bashidmi {(Unity), organ of the General Council of the National

Liberation Pront, special pumber dated November, 194k,

2. Bari Note:~ As an attempt to i:terpret the policies and govern=

mental structure to the pecple of Albanis, thias statement is of

considerable importance, The further fact that it is a statement

|—-—=—~=—==—1 by the head of the Provisional Government, Enver Hoxha, gives it

additional. significance,

Deciaions Of 2nd Eeei:.in& of mnti-Fascist National Iiberation Council
~ (Held in Berat) :

With the development of recent eventc and as & result Aoi' our
{  bloody and daninating war against the German occupler and his s‘ewanta.i .

i new factors were imtroduced which changed the natiocnal situstion of

our country,

i
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Our unrelenting and unyielding war resulted in the rise of the

entire country to ams, enlargement and st.re:éthening of our Annif, expansion
of the liberated: territory and the rise and reenforcement of the democratic
suthority of the National Liberation Councils, '

To arrive at such results, much blood had to be shed, many sacrifices
tad to be sustained as well na !ui'l‘arings, and from all of the people wape '
demanded great er’ndu:“ance and self-denial, '

As any beginning, ours too was hard because our war a.gainst. our
enemies Was rict equal. We started this wer in difficult maments, when the
Fascist beast was riding from victory to victory with toreh a-flams, We
startad with a'people who, in spite of a def.p hatred ‘for the invader, were
still not in a position to understand the tacbics of the enemy and of the
5th column, 'These people lacked sufficient political concert ion whi;}; would
have helped them to see clearly the issues in the Qrery beginning and the
bitter cmoequences that the Fagcist.'regime_ tmuld bring.

The i'tzea and conviction 't.hat one small people could not succeed in
a large undertakiné and that salvation should be left to tﬁe hands of fate=—
this was in many Albanian hearts, The people though‘!; that the fate of Albanig
wnul_q be decided by foreigners, by those who were the victors, whether they '
were Germana or the opponerts of the Germans, ' ) )

+ Disbelief in the inexhaustible forces of the masses of thé people,
disbelief in the -corning vict.orl'y of the Allies caused the penple to be i.mprass-e d
by the propaganda of enemy and traitors of the country who were muri_shing such
&n opinion on a large scale,

Cn the cther hand, the traitor politicians with their old intrigues

\ . :
and dealings hoped that their hated, false pglitical pame would stillk be
: : ResTRIETED -
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successful. They thought and were convinced that they would direct the
people toward the.ir aims —aims which were just as m.ta:ﬂing as thom of the
Fasciets. They thought that their policy of "Turkish design," consisting of ?
baving an allience with all those possessing 'l_m.:t.e force to be used agali.nat
the pepple, would aucceed t.hiu tine, t¢o. They imagined that they could soon
easily changer their shirts. They )ived in the old World...in the Pascist world,

For these politicians, the people were but 2 herd of cattls to lead
at will and to ﬁpm_aa and keep in darkness by the yoke they imposed, They i .
thought that with hunger and torture imposed on the people by the oppressing .
rég:hnea there would be no chance for the people to play the Mpoﬁmt riole
in the great tragedy which ia taldng ploce, '

Becauss of the existing moral and military conditions of our peophs, ’
-1t wasa ns;:éuary and impei‘ativc that wé create tht; eaaéntial mg\_xlat‘.ipus for
victory, We had to revive the confidence :i.n. the vast masses of the .poople that
‘we were in.a poaition to speak ome ward in 5pi;.e of cur smallnessj that we
wore not,-alons in this great war, oot Lhat we had strong Allies who were
raéol\red’t.o the ond to eradicete Fasciam; that our bun people must :lw.ealiz'e
apd take lessons from their past, as well as thet of othor .peaplaa —presenhed.
freedom ia not 'a freedem, Freedom earned by blood would secure for them and
t.hei'r country full independence, ' .

" To fulfill these aims, we had to educate qur peonle politicalla:. e

nad £o do the work Lmediately which the former regime had-blocled, with the ‘ 7
result of the grave deamration'whim took placa_' on April 7 1939 as well ea
the nability to fight. Fascim with ama in the first days,

Our liberation war brought the people out on t(;p. Apd here —conly . =

here— stands the reason for our victory, Ouf.people pAdEE in this sacred
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war that they were not in a moral and materlal decadence as-the traitors hoped,
but that.they wero a people with progressive spirit, possessing a marvelous
vitality in which the idea of liberation and progress was sweet,

. Our people's war marched formard in important stﬂdes'which sur prised
the warld. Duf'ing the most difficult momerts of the liberstion fighters of -
" other op;n‘eaae;i peoples, the heroism of our pecple sa'rved &3 8 pattern and ‘

a aymbol for t‘he tighters of these sister countries, '

Our War marched forward because our movément was & movement af the-

masses, it had & popular character and it,meant the liberstiom of our Pather-
" land and the establistment or the people!s rule. -

‘This ia why the vast masses of villagers, workers and intellectuals
found: in this movement the expression of their desires and aspirations which.
had beml stifled by the fomer rogirces a_:ﬂ by the Fascist éccupier. And these

. fighting mssea‘;who‘se struggle and 'w.ar made tht:.m consc;ierwiws, unit.ed. as one
body fa one purposse, ISvery period of our war was written in bleod., Every
atons laid by the military and politieal authority was sprinkied with blecd,
and this new authority which is arising'i.n our couﬁtry has strong foundations,
it 'is protected by the breasts of -t.hé people; therefore, it is ﬁmrtal and
impzl-egnable.

The dan\mcratic a;xthority of the National Liberation .Cmu;cils, which day
by day ie taldng more concrete fom, is the consecrati:;n ‘of these efforts end
of the populai- character of this war, Tha cm;nci_la wWere born of war and .
and became the instruments of war. Side by side with the Army, thesecouncils

were wf the most important factors in the development of this war,

- RESTR!CTED
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S ' These councils were not in tie least on the old desimm of elders and

mayors of past regimes, appointed by the prefects and sub~prefecta; in cther

words, they were not tools of those who were ruling over the peop'le. They

-3

were elements made up from the representatives of the people, elected by the
p;aople to protect the peoplets i.nt.er_gst.s.l l
'quuestio-x;ably, in the beginning a.nd for same time, while the ‘biggest -
part of m% wones was still in agony fram the hell of the occupier, the
role of these councils was limit.e.d to the aiding of the war, the Supply:_lng ér
I the Army, and .to the pmtectiox; of the fighters.‘ But, with the ;ihera‘t;im
o!." the zones and following the development of the war and the expansion amd

! . . strengthening of the Army, the councils began to realize their main role,

beside the duty they had then and still have to assist the war first, They _, s

.started to take into their hands the directicn of authority, - ‘ ;
The big Conv-ent.:‘unn of Permet reenforced and designed a better function- '

ingx of the Ant'i—t-*;ac::,st National Liberation Councilx of Alban‘d, as well as that ’ ;

of the National Li?erqtion Councils,
The Anti-Faselst Hationsi Liberation Council was emporered with legis-.

latiwi;e and exacuiive duties; and the Naticnal Liberation Councila of villages, -

o sub-p.refectu_ms and prefectures wers made the instrugents of the new rule,

This was the first phase of making conérete the democratic subhority of the

C;m.ncils, a_sequencs of. the war of the people and & result of the Conferencea

of Feza and labinct, In this pt;ase of the .new war, the Anti-Fascist Mational .

I.ii:eratitm Council of Albania appointed the Anti-Fascist Naticnal Liberation

Cammittee aﬁ its main exscut ive orfpn, Follc‘:!wing this phase, new wide horizons

and new perapect ives came aleng for our movement. .

Fhe movement took on added impetus. It empanded and .strengthened, °
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Tae enthuslasm of the people was increased. They saw their struggle cromed -
with success, They saw that the old authority,\':hiﬁh was not theirs tut an
oppreasive one which had sapped their blood, was buried forever,

Tlﬁe hopes of the people went up. Cbnﬁdencaﬁﬁat they hold the reins
of their own fate.grew and they were sure that the course they had taken
in this direction.was daily being perfacted,

jiith the liberation of the biggest part of Albania and the enlargmment
of the Army, with the annihiletion of all mercenzry bands serving the enemy,

and with the strengthening of the authanty of the counc:la, the change of the

. Anti-Fascist Committes into a democratic govemment was aaaential- This-

:!.mport.a.nt. decision was taken at the second meeting of the mi—Fasc:.at National
Liberstion Gouncil meeting held in the fres city of Beret, :

Besides giving Albania fta first democratic governmwrt, this second

meating gave our country Lhe f\.ndamental lawa of the organization of nuthorit.y, o

as well as the declarstion of the rignts of the cltlzen.

Three decisions of capit.alélr'\ortance WRE vere readhsd, which are a
great step toward the democratiznt.ion of our country and which give our ca.mtr‘y
wide perapsctives of developnent and work toward reconstruction and progreu.

The damocratic gcvemmert of Albam.a, a produch of the National I.ibem-

“tion Ua.r, w:L‘I.l ‘perform sppedily and successfully its principal duty ~—ending the

war, It will be the :Lnspirer and organizer of the reconstruction, the develop-
ment and the economical.perfection of the count.ry and her organization for
the protection of the peoplets sanit.atipn, ag well as for the reising of the
cultura.l level of the coum;ry.

The democratic gwernment of nlbania, which ia the expression of the

will of our people and which representa the wholn Eﬂmme, will per-

.
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The enthusiasm of t.‘ne'people was increased. They saw Lieir struarle cr::;med
with success, They s&w that the old authority,t-vhic{h wag not theira but an
oppressive one which had sapped their blood, was buried forever,

The hopes of the pecple want lup. Cbnf.idenca‘that. they held the reins
tf their own fate grew and they were sure that the course.they had taken
in this direction was daily being perfected. -

Hith the liberatjon of the biggest part of Alban.ta. and the enlarynent.
of the Armr, with the annmilation of all mercenary bands serving the: enemy,
and with the atrengthening of the aut.hor:l.ty of the councils, the chz'_nge of the
Anti-?pscist Committee into a-democratie gwemment was assertial, This
:im.port.mt. d‘aci.aion was taken at. the sacond meet:].né of the J\nt.i—Fa-scist National
ld.beration Council meeting he]d in the free city of Berat, ‘

Besides giving. Albania ita first damocre.tic gcvammant., ‘this second

meeting gave our ccuntry the fundamemtal laws of the orgenization of authority, ..

as well as the declaration of Lhe rights of the citizen.

. Three decisions of capitn'l_.f:;uporta.nce M wore rea.dhad, which are a
great step toward the docrat.izatj.on of our cmmt.ry a.nd which give our ccunt.ry
wide perspectives of development and work toward reconstruction and progress.

The democrat.ic’ gavernnernt or Albania, a produck of the National Libera

“tian }Jar, will ‘perform appedily and succesafully its principal duty —ending the

war, Tt will be the inspirer and organizer of the reconstruction, the develop-
ment and the econamical perfection of the country and her- organization for
the protection of the pecpla's sanitation, as well as for the _raising of the

cultural level of the cu.mtry.

The demOcratic government of Albania, which is the expression of th-

¥ill of our pecple and which rapresenta the wholi E&me% w{ll perw
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, 4
sistently and by right seek her recognition by our Great illies and the other -
a.nti-Faacist and friendly nations as the only government representing th:.u .
peaple, who did not yield to the Faséist and Wazi enemies, but fought ad.t.h rare
heroism alongisde all the United Wations of the anti-Fascist world bloc, - 3
" The democratic government. of Albaniz has facing it a diﬂ‘:.cult. under-
taking i‘or our co.mtry is burned down and desolate, ard the work requ.n'ed to
rebuild it is irmense and must be uncea.s:l.ng. It will be assisted body and aocul .
by the ent.i.re aut.hor:lty which is in the handa of the pecple, ‘
In thia lies sure succesa for the fu.t.um, because go‘vemment authority
and people are one and united alike in peace, alike :Ln War.
The new democratic rule is ccnplete].y the opposite of the famer rule:,
Here the peopla are in power and in realit.y th' peovle are the sovereign of their
fate. By t.he councils, which are instruments of the aut.hont.y, the people w:i_ll
administer and regulate themselves, The new demoerat:.c regime knocked down
the old totélitarign an] Fascist regimes. It ends the ways of work and t.hougﬁt. .
~of -the past. .It renounces once and for all the demagogy and the lies by which
the g;aonle of the Ilbast. had ruled and governed, _
In the new authority bhe whole people participate and have the rigac
%o control the men t.hay have elected to a;nt.hority, to criticize and remove
the-n in case they do not 'mrk, or work againsb the benefit of the people,
The new rule- wj.ll fight and elm:mate forever favaritism, Tt will eliminate
the devious methods which have alwaya permitted the rilling-ui) of the ranks
of the administration and authority wdth parasites =~d crooks.
" The people have seen and shall see dgy by day more clearly that thedir.
m-ost trusted and most honorable mén must be placed in a\;thnrit.jr. The one and

!

only worry must be to j.mprove t.he condit:l.on of the people and bring about a . . .

better 1ife for them. RESTRICTED
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Yiith the new authority, the eacessive bureaucracy of the past regimes,
which was strangling the‘people, is, ended, Under this authority, even the
most. cbacure village will be administered by men vho come fram its ranks.

The prefectures ané sub-prefectures, which served the former regines to

_enrich the satraps and feed the- paras:.tes and varioaa i‘avor:.t.ea, have been t.rans-

formed into centers of econamic, political and admimstrat.ive i.mborta.nce m
the new authority.

In the councils of tlzlese cent.ers there will ba no more persons who are
inknow and Elk 2lien, men who do nct imow the cond;'.tion of the place or the
1ocality. Persons will be sent there by all t.he prei‘ectures and thisz will be
a sound entity, able to protect any :i.m.ereat., whet.her it is the sma].lest.
interest. of the. most Temote village. —-r-uﬂ

In this new authority, everybody will work and will contribute for the
interest of éveryone and for the collective interests both these in the harmony
of the full right; each respecting the rigihts of the s;Jc.iet:r over him and Lhe
society likewise respecting the righte of each individua.l. In such a democratic
aut.hérity, whoever vants to live happy, Iree, and with humén d:.lgnity must work

unsparingly and with the greatest justice, "

[Y

‘The declaratien of the anti-Fascist Naﬁion#l,(:mmcil of Albania on the
rights of the cit:izén, a great mommen"t; for the history of our people, &ufi.nes
in clear and solemn manner the rights of everyone in the new democratic acxl:_{et.y.
Never in-our country was such a declaration mf'lde, and never would it have 'be;an .
more apﬁropriﬂte and nore enforceable than today, when we are erecting a state
that is trui;; democratic. - .

In our new regime, fn-ivata ‘property 'is guara.ntaed and this ia a strong

blow against. the traitors who left no zossips and lies unsa.id in order to
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divide the peaple in the National Liberation war.

" The declaration of the Council guarantees the freedm of speech and
thought, the freedam of asagmbly, and the fresdom of reliﬁiop. The former
. regimentution‘ had shackled the mouth of the pe:;ple with a .strong muzrle and
whoever dared to raise his voice t.o criticize or epeak against injustice had
th:Ls muzzle turmied into a mpe aroum his neck for him, ]

In contrast to the shady me...hods of the former reginmes, -the p_cr}_.-pent

democratic .ragimt;. allows all to speak or to criticisze freely ba_caqso:éhly thus -
. B i

wdll we be able to go forward,

From criticizing and self-crificism, from discussions and sound -
advica ¥ill come fficient. work. Everyone will find comfort in the ranks of -
uur people and rubbish and microbes will be ‘¢leared away. -

The declaration of the C;un“ci;‘;ives equal righba to wanen with
freedom to'partici;nte in the political and soclal 1ife of the country. This
right granted to wemen is a legitimate one eamed by them with blood, The
" former regimes hacoppressed the women, had made l"ler't.h-e slave of tl}e man and
"the old prejudices, and had nat.rgiven her any 'p_ossibi_'l.:i.ty ‘o!.' development and
education, Such an unfortunate situaﬁim for .the Albanian women, meéns that .

" one-half of our population in Albania, which would have been a main factor for .
progress, had to be awakened,. '

Cur national Liberation war placed the woman on the first plan. She ;

oks up, shook off the rubbish of ages, broke off the chains that were ah.acklind
her, and joined this war unqualifiedly, in order to come to the light, to make

the merited decision for contributing to the Fatherland and to the people

her valuable aid and her life,

The Anti-Fascist Albanian Waman An this democratic authority, with her

RESIRICIED o
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snexhaustibie forces and her high ideals, will be one of the powerful

stalwarts of the new Albania, In the declaration of the Anti-Fascist Couneil,.
it is stressed that the popular democcratic authority.by law guarantees to all
the workera of city and village a-life appropriate to the modern cmée;t.im

of social justice and himan dignity. '

_ The former despotic and Fascist regines,established e_apeciaily to
oppress werkers, had tortured and mu.ndaréd this most msp@md and serving
part of the peopls, contributing with sweat and blood. The Albanian workers
of citlies and villages have suffered for centures under the heavy enslavement
and the economic and spitftual miafortune. Their sweat and bl‘ood have alwayas
served to feed the executioners who, tri;,h their cliqies and their éorrupted
police nrgans, sought to put the workers in the level of !‘a.l'aimalu. Every right
had bea;l taken away _rf'qn the workers. Hunger and death were knocking at their”
door every day, ' . ' ) '

The Albanian workers of cities and villages who were ﬁ.rst to join in |
this liberation war and Qho unaparingly shed their bloed-widl again a;-;d always
be the first to rebuild rew Albania, where they shall hold their place and ( ‘
their righta won by bloocd. They will lmow better to u_nite and organize around
the new democratic euthority and will use all their fo.rcesf to make that ;
sutbority impregnable,

Amont others, the declaration of the Ant.i-Fasdist. Counci.‘l. statea: to [
protect the democeatic aut.horlty, all those who are dealing in Fascist or pro- .
Fasclst activities will be persecuted and any organization attempt.ing wuch N
activity will be storped. ' (

This important point must be always borne in mind by the Albanian

pecple and they should furiously attack all those attempting to repeat the
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tha terrible butcl’lering by which mllmna of rcn vern srr:_ficf'd

We ahould not forget the struggles and the sufferings.  ‘ie =hould ot -

let victory get t_.he' best of us, but we should more than ever unite arwnd.thn

democratic‘govemnent to gather alJ. the people in the only organization of
the National L:\.ber'\tion Front And with clear and just ]:‘.'“inciplea that the

aut hority grants ua, confi:lent and chaoiplmed, we aha].}. march forward in -~

every: i‘ie_ld of activity, amash all resistance which suight face us,- cmush all

snenies who will dore Lo impdde us in our aims, and reconstruct a new and

 progressive Albahia.

B;ri strengthening their hercic Army, by defending and consolidating their .

demoeratic authority, the Albanian people will rea]_ize all the:.r dreans and .

all their economic, social and cultural asp:.rationa,

=-—Enver Hoxha, L
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