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Dr. informed him he was all right and received no physical injurled.;, 1
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MEMORANDUM
| T_G-G-N—F—I-D-E.N_LLA_L;
TO . i VPO - ' DATE: -9 June 1961
FROM® : DSy ' REF. No. Dsr—61-1136

'SUBJECT : Hotel Golf - Crash Of

1. Hotel Golf crashed at sbout 1615L on 30 May 1961 at Ban Padong, Laos.
The pilot, Walter L. P. WIZBOWSKI and co-pilot, Charles H. MATEER were killed.

' The crew chief, Dale KLOCK was badly shaken up and in a state of shock.

2. Dale KLOCK was inierviewed by the DSY on 31 Nay in Room 111 .Erawan

-ﬁotel Bangkok. The interview lasted from 1130 untll 1205, KLOCK stated that

on the night of 29 May they were RON at the Padong alternate Base. About 1500
on 30 May they took off from the alternate Base for Padong. Aboard were the
pilot, co-pilet and crew chief, one LTAC member and one Lactian soldier. The
‘cargo consizted of 10 or 11 cases of 75 MM AMMG, C-Rations and personal baggage.
KLOCK stated the alrcraft was in good condition at the time of take-off. He
gsaid it had an new englae with about .only 15 hrs on it. He also said that
neither the pilot nor co-pilot reported anything wrong w1th the aircraft either .
on that day or the prevmous day

Hrgardlng the weather, KLOCK Sald it was a fairly clear day with
scattered clouds and 1little wiad at the time of take-off. He indicated the
weather remained much the same enroute to Padong.

"m

"KLOCK reported that they crossed the malntain base to Padong and
started to circle to make their approach. Them were still at altitude and
went into a cloud. At that point visibility bécame zero. In a matter of
minutes he saw tree tops and almost simultaneouslj they hit the tree tops and
seconds later flew into the trees and crashed to the ground. KLOCK said he
remained conscious. He got out of the aircraft. He noticed that the engines
was still running. He crawled up to the cockpit, found the cockpit windshield
migsing, reached in and cut off the magneto. The engine did not stop so he
pulled back the idle cut off. The engine then stopped. He said he yelled to
the pllot and co-pilot but recelved no answer. Both appeared unconscious to
him and he felt certain that the co-pilot was dead. He crawled back down to
look for the 2 passengers to help. He said he went to the passenger compartment
and found the passengers had already crawled out of the aircraft:  He asked them

to help but the American said he could not. Just about that time several Americans

arrived at the scene and took over. They found the pilot and co-pilot both dead.
KLOCK said he was escorted out and walked through the jungle to the Padong land- ,
ing site which was only about 30C yards from ihe scene of the crash. He belleves :
he was only at the crash scene for about 15 minutes from the time of the crash ;
until he departed -

KLOCK said he was flew from Padong to Vientiane slmost immediately, _f [
‘From Vientizne he departed right away for Bangkok aboard a C-46, He stated IR

he remained at an Air Force facility at Don Muahg airport during the night.§°r
medical observation. KLOCK said he was released about 0900 on 31 Mgy. - The * |

i
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3. Robert J. CAMPBELL was interviewed by the DSY om 1 June 1961 at UDORN.
The interview lasted from O825 until 0915, CAMPBELL is a pilot. He reported
that he flew Hotel Victor to the alternate Padong Base on the evening of 29 May,
He said he and his co-pilot EARLEY operated with MATEER and WIZBOWSKI who were
flying Hotel Golf on 29 and 30 May. Both crews were ROW at the slternate Padong
Bage on the night of 29 May due to weather at Padong. CAMPBELL said that the
distance from the alternate base to Padong is about 10 minutes '{light iime.

He said on 30 ¥ay the weather in the genmeral area was marginal. 0On
that dav Hotel Golf and Hotel Victor wers operating independently but both were
in the same general area around Padong. CAMPBELL gaid he was enroute to Padong
and arrived about ten minutes after Hotel Golf crashed. (He said the weather
upon arrival at Padong was wery poor. e explained that.the Padong landing site,
"gits in & bowl and the weather there changes rapidly, the gensral weather was
geattered clomds with bases of clouds varying from the deck up to four thousand
feet, and the aporoach ares upon our arrival was zere zero". (see chart)

| GAMPRELL stated he arrived at Fadong around 1615L, to the best of bis
collection. He gaid no one was out at the landing pad so he shut down his
atireraft. By the iime the rotor stopped.a US civilian named TOM came over the
hill and yelled that Hotel Golf had crashed and the pilot and co-pilot both
were killed and the others injured. -CAMPDELL said he refueled immediately and '
prepared to evacuate the wounded. He said *hat he had no time to go td the site
of the crash. He departed sbout 1645L for Vientiane with the three wounded -
aboard. He stated that the crew chief, Dale KLOCK, was too shaken %o talk.

The LTAC member was in pain and not in a position to talk and he could say
nothing to the Laotian soldier because of the language bear. '

. CAMPBELL was asked whether or not any of the crev merbers of Hotel
Golf had complained in anyway, either on 29 or 30 May, regarding the mechanic
condition of Hotel Golf. He replied that he never heard anything from the Hotel
Golf crew which indicated that the aircraft was not inm good mechanictleondition.

4. The DSY interviewed pilot Neal E. EARLEY at UDORN oa 1 June 1961. The
interview lasted from 0955 until 1025.  EARLEY was CAMP3ELL'e co-pilot on Hptel
Victor. He reported thst they were operating in the Padong area on 29 and 30
May with circraft Hotel Golf. 'He said that the crews of both Hotel Victor and
Hotel Golf had to RON at the alternate Padong Base (YATMOU} on the night of 29
May because of bad weather at Padong. EARLEY reported that they flew into Padong
with Hotel Victor about ten minwutes after Hotel Golf.

Regarding the weather, FARLEY stated that, "at the time we approached
Padong, we had low hanging clouds, pretty well broken but moving fast and small
scattered clouds. The ridges were fairly well covered but the pass we came over. ' .
was clear. I noticed when we came in we had a little trouble and the clouds R
moved in the opposite direction from the wind. I know the clouds move fast in. !
that area and it ie tricky to come inte Fadong when weather is nct tco good®. B

.. EARLEY said they lanced at Padeng about 1630L. No Emericans were in
the area. He was concerned because they always meet the aircrafi. Abcut that
time he &aw a Sgt. running toward his alreraft. The Sgt. reported that Hotel .
Golf had crashed. EARLEY stated he than started towards-the crash site but o
saw a group approaching from that aree. The crew chief of Hotel Golf waz in o
the group and, according to EARLEY, appeared all right. EARLEY ssid, "I made-
him meet my eves and he was cohereat". EARLEY also stated, "I asked him what
heppened and he said they were CK down wind and they started to make thelr
approach and got in a cloud and could not sece and that was the last thing he
could remember”.
: Approved for Release: 2020/08/11 C06235963
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.. EARLEY said he then returned to his plane with KLOCK. - He never did
go to the =ite of the crash. - He was on the ground at Padong about 30 minutes
during which time they refucled and loaded the wounded aboard the aircpaft.
EARLEY reported thev then flew directly to Vientiane.. The weather was good -
all the way. ' SR S B e

Just prior to departing for Vientiane, EARLEY stated he was talking -
with an American Sgt. from LTAG who told him he witnessed Hotel Colf plunging
into some tsll heavy tress, The Sgt. s2id he just happened to be in that area
at the time and the first thing he heard was a popping -noise like blades hitting
the trees. He said he locked up and. saw- the plang hitting the trees. S

. .- . EARLEY reported that during his conversation with the crew ‘of Hotel
Golf on:29 and 30 May there was no indication that any of them had any complaints
sbout thé mechanical condition of the alrcraft. o - T

5. John H. 8MOOT was 'interviewed by the DSY on 1 June 1961 at UDORN. The
interviewglasted from Q705 until 0740, .-SMOOT revorted that he was dispatched
from UDORN for the -scene of the crash on 30 May. Hé arrived at the Padong about
180CL. He went immediately *o the crash site which was about 300 yeards from
where he landed. When he arrived he found one Américan there, name unknown,
and several Lectian soldisrs who were guarding the aircraft. -The bodies of - ‘
the pilot and co-pilot were still in the aircrait. The conients in the cabin’ -
had all. been removed prior fo hie arrival.. SMOOT gtated that he removed the
bodies from the aireraft with the assistance of the local 'soldiers.

SMCOT revorted that he found the aircraft to Se broken from the aft
section of the radio compartmeni. He said the rotor.blades were in pieces
and the tronsmission was to the left about 90 degrees on 3 horizontal position
&nd about 23 feet off the cabin floor. He further stated that the instruments
on the left side of the cockpit were smashed, the pilot collective was out to -
the left about 45 degrees and the cockpit canopy on the left side was miseing., -
He 2aid that the struts were mashed up into the aircraft.

: : SMOOT reported that the trees in the area of the crash were about 80
to 100 feet tall. The aireraft hit a very large tree which was flattened by
the impact.” He stated that it appears to him that the pilot had been making
his approach and was off too far to the right, resulting in his hitting the -
ridge as it started to slope upward, It sezems to him that the aircraft took
cff the top of the first tree 1t hit and then continued about 30 yards after
the initisal impact. - . : _ _

| ,_SMOOT said that the bodies were removed about 1710L and were ‘wrapped.
in parachutes then placed in woodsn boxes where they remained overnight. Poor
weather prevented their departure.- He and CRAFTS flew the vemains to Vientisne .
on 31 Moy, departing from TUDORN about.0534L. :

When questiored regarding the weather at the time they arrived on
the scene on 30 May, SMOOT stated, "It was morginal and we were lucky to get
in", _ . R i ] .

6. Richard B, CRAFTS, pilot, was interviewed on 1 June 1961 at UDOR.
The interview lasted from 0745 until 0820, CRAFTS stated he flew with SMOOT
to the scene of the crash cn 31 Nay to recover the bodies and evacuate the
. wounded. He gaid they arrived there about 1745L, The weather upon their -

-

Approved for Release: 2020/08/11 C06235963




Approved for Release: 2020/08/11 C06235963

-l o~

arrival was broken to scattered clowd layers at about 5200-feet. There was &
light drizzle and’ vigibility was limited to a maximum of 10 miles, but most of
the time it was 5 to 6 miles. ' - R S :

- * CRAFTS said that the first thing he noticed whea he arrived st ihe
scene of the crash was that the tail pylen had been broken-off right at the fold
of the pylon. He noticed that it was lying down and next to a tree to the left
of the aircrait and severai feet away. He said he saw the transmission and
rotor head had been torn loose frémthe mounts and were off to the side. The
transmission was tc the left and down in a horizcntal position; -the rotor head
was henging off the head of the transmission. All four rotor blades were stick-
ing aft, upward and to the left of the aircraft and all ia the same’general
pogition and direction. He ohtserved that the cockpit rcof had been torn off
from the instrument panel on back. He also noted that the aft end of the cockpit
had been sheared off just below the ASE motor box and the roof had been peeled
back and was lying on top of the transmission deck. The pilot seat was etill
intact. The pilot collective was up to the left and the throttle lindage was
broken. The mixturé and carburetor lever were missing. Al of the pilots
{nstruments secemed to be intact but CRAFTS ssid he did not check any of the
readings. He reported that the instruments on the co-pilet side were all broken.
The -co-oilot  seat was pushed dowa and afi ‘and folded slightly. He did not notice
the co-pilot collective. The cabin floor of the cockpit and pasgenger compart -
ment were both intach. The cabin roof was caved slighily and ihe sound . proofing
material 'was hanging down at some spois, The crew chief seats was down but the
other seats were folded up againat the side of the aircraft. All gear had been
removed from the interior of the cabin, The cabin door was only partially opened
and would not slide free. The radio compartment and most of the electronics .
gear was intact. All windows had been ¥nocked out of the aircraft. The landing
gear was folded back and torn loose from the belly of the aircraft. The vertieal
gtruts were btent and were in fairly good shape. The belly of the alreraft was
gmashed and resting about 6 to 8 inches from the ground. CRAFTS further reported
that according to his oleervations the aircraft seemed to come in at a 20-degree
sngle from the point of initial impact until it came to rest on the ground. ‘He
estimated that the aireraft travelled shout 30 feet forward from the point of
initial impact until it came to a stop. It appears to him that the top of -
‘meveral trees were cut off and one tree about 8 inches in diameter had been !
kmocked down. CRAFTIS took photographs which are being processed and are being
mede a part of this report. ’ ‘ _ : {'-

. : : o . .

Regarding the condition of the todies as observed by CRAFTS, he reported
that WIZBOWSKI was in the pilot seat. He was back against the seat, arms down
in hie lap, nead thrown back with his mouth open. He had ‘a deew gash about 4
inches on hkis upper right arm, His face appeared to be in good condi®ion. He
helped 1ift the body to the ground and observed the back of the T-zhirt was
goaked with blood. He did not see WIZBOWSKi's hardhat. Regarding MATEER, his
body had. been removed from the aircraft and CEAFIS saw him for the first time
when they were preparing to wrap him in the chutes. It appearad that he had -
 beén decapitated and that both arms had been severed. S

: CRAFTS stated he would like. to express his personal opinion that MATEER
. .may have been flying.. He believes, upon hig observation, that WIZBOWSKI's hands
. were in his lap and hore no visible signs of injury. He believes if WIZBOWSKI
had been flying his hands would bavs been smashed otecanege of holding dh to the
. collective, which was twisted and bent and the throlile broken. e :
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7. Willie L., NEW, crew chief, was interviewed on 1 June 1961 at UDORN.
The interview lasted from 0930 to 0950, NEW was the crew chief on Hotel Whiskey,
flown by SMOOT and CRAFTS, which was dispatched to UDORN on 30 May to the scene
of the crash. NEW confirmed that they arrived at Padong at 1800L. He stated
the weather upon their arrival was, "pretty cloudy with scattered clouds over
the site and they had to circle arcund some bad weather before coming to land.®
He continued by stating,"We went immedlately to the scene of the crash. My im-
pression was, "You could tell at first glance that the airerafti was a ¢omplete
seratch and that the nilot and co-pilot were probably killed. The transmission
was ripped ‘completely out of the itranamisgion deck and was laying over on the
left side of the aircraft. The pylon was broken completely off. The engine
wae ramied up inte the clutch compartment and the clutch wasg almost wp irto the
cockpit with the vilot and co-pilot. Both landing gear were buckled., The tail
rotor was completely miseing. I don't know where it was. BRotor tlades were all
broken and kind of scattered around. The top of the cockpit was lifted off com-
pletely. The LTAQ eaid when they came to the scens they just lifted the cockpit
off - it was loose - without cutting it or anything. Most of the instruments
on the co-pllot side were all broken. The belly ssemed fairly well intact.nm.

When asked about the path of the aircraft after initial impact, NEW
said; "l'ne irees were high and thick. It did not travel tooc far from the first
point of contaft ic where it settled. It hit a recel large iree 2nd chopped it
off. 1t traveled about three aircraft lengths bsfore it settled and then hit
another large tree and seemed to settle right down. The =scen2 was on a slope
but I do not know how far up - and it was about 200 yeards from the landing pad.
The bodies were still in the ceckpit when I arrived but -I did net climb up to
see them. I saw them as they were being removed. I did not help remove them,

I just stayed a few minutes afier the bodies were removed. FATEER's hard hat
with »art of his hsad in it and an arm were lying on the ground just to the left
of the co-pilots seat, I did not see his body at any time. I saw the pilots.

I did not look too eclose but I saw bleoosd all over the back of his shirt, T 4did
not want to look toc close".

Donaid ., Rinker

cc:lfilé
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