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“HUFA-6452" indepe'\der\tly and came to 1dent1ca1 conclusions,: to wit that from -

the point of view of the Austrian Station suppert to or. 1‘(-'1] helm "HOETTL is
a Bad Thing, whether given by:Capote or by anybody else. ‘Having for some-
time watched HOETTL from three.different points of view, we ‘each feel 2lso .
that suppor* to HOETTL is a waste of money and effort. for the German Station.

, 2.‘- The collection of internal Austrlal mht.ical information at a low

level (there is no other level for such information in Austria) does not :
require the talents of a.very astute operator. "HOETIL, like a couple of cd
dozen other types in Austria, can turn out a sizeable volume of -such infor- '

-mation without interrupting his rfegular pattern of coffee house conversatwons;

On the other hand, L‘r -ADENAUER's handwritien commendation notm.thstand.mg,

" we. suspect that D; . HCETTL's analysis of the Austrien political scene is

distinguished more by its rhetoric than by its profundity. It probably
concerns itself in part with the activities of a number of splinter groups
whose affairs are the subject of general gossip and who make 2 great deal

. of noise, but whose actual impact on political events in Austria’ is negli~
: gible. These groups always appe&r in a foreshortened perspective to German
- observers beczuse their membership is largely SS cr otherwise Nazi, because

they operate in a conspiratorial atmosphere, and because they have connec-
tions with si_milar_ groups in Sermany. o

3. To assess HOETTL's OB information it is only necessary to recall
the case of Raimund¥8TRANGL, whose reports HCEZTTL rewrote and dizzied as
his own to wvarious customers, include Capote. . A batch of these report.s to-

- gether with copies of corresmndenca betwecn STRAI*;GL and hOEl’TL is on file "
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at Headquarters .

" 4. Tt is true that "Oﬁ'T"'L has been workdng -hard o nstabh.m a chain
working into Trieste, Rome, the Vatican and the Arab States, where a nimber
of Cermans arefllv_ng. Ca.oote s support to HO‘?TTL amounts to sunport of
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*:mine'by inter-division negotistion, but. our local’ opmoﬁ hez?e is i?.hat 1t
_ would be a serious mistake to pe'.mt ‘{O‘Tﬂ. to build himse"f up. R

T HoEPTL recent.ly (26-27 April’ 1952) ‘atterpted to travel to. I"al;\,r o
; fuo ma.ke _certain- -conbacts.. he was:turned back-at the Brenner as being .
persona non grata in’ Italy It would be :.nteresting to lea:m hcw HOETTI.

N ;explained to: Capote his :mab:.lity to anter Tt aly.
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