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Reports The collectivization of agriculture in the U!S.S.R.

' Under the Czarist regime, the mass of the Russian peasantry had practically
no land, The greeter portion of the land belonged to the great landowners, the
state, the ciima, aid the daunt, while thelzajority of the peasants an the
average had no more than 4 hectares at the molt, the yield from which in the I

lees fruitful years mould not Provide for even the most urgent necessities of
life,. The resat was that the peasants transferred into industry, which was .
still little developed, and into other extra work *hi& would bring in enough
to keep their families in the country above miter. Inaddition; after the
Russian peasant was freed from serfdom in 1881,:a considerable part of Russia.
came under the control of the MIR constitutidh,taccording to which the §2
did not beláng to the Peasant personally, but tcPthe peasant communities of
the various villages, being redivided about every 15 years accordirg to: the
:weber of mele inhabitants in the village. Thiskystem:.resulted in the con-
stant reduction of the lard allowed to each family; inaddition the peasant
lost all incentive for cultivating his ellotted4ortion as he allays had to
reeken with the fact that it would be taken frith: him in the next division.
Shortly before 'World Shr 1, the Czerist,governnant sought to prevent the
resultant proletarianization of the Russian peasantry, by means of the Stelypia
reform, named after its author. This reform was ,to create statio rural popul-
ation on the basis of the farmer owning his awe property. The period up 'until
the war and the consequent revolution was too . 11ort to dhow may results worthy,
of mention. I

" cs,,,

Lenin knew that the support of the Russian peasantry•mould be.deciiive 	 e,
for the success of the Bolshevik revolution. Therefore, the Bolsheviks in .

their propaganda.tobk into account not only -the eneral war fatigue of the
-population but especially the land hnnger of the Russian peasant, and "Peace .
and teed" breams the watchwords of pro paganda on which the success of Bol-.
ihevik power in Russia rested. Althohgh the Oreetion of individual farms'
.constituted a basic abandonment of the . dootrines of the Coimumist Par*,
Lenin was forced to allow the peasantry to seize the availablfletates by
force and divide than among themselves. In this may the land suitable for
cultivation was divided up into small,and tiny Parcels vith the co:sequence
that within the territory of the Soviet Unbn not lees than 25 million dwarf .;
farms were created, having a total arable surface of about 100 Million hectares
i.e. an average of only4 :hectares per farm. The number of larger farms dating.,
from Czarist times or created between 19211-1926 ass result of the W
(New Economic Policy), (the so-called "Kulgk" farms), was relatively too amalli
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The fateful consequences to agriculture as a result of such unrestrained
, division of theland soon showed themselves. The mass of the small farmers
produced just enough with their primitive equipment to keep body and sail
together; there were practically no surpluses for the urban population and the
Red Army. In addition,. the Soviet regime was going forwand with plans for an
industrialization Which Could not possibly be effected without previously
sea/ring the food supply.

After it was no anger possible to increase agricultural production by
reforming the large estates, only two edlutions to the problem were open for
the Soviet government.

The first method tried by Stalin is to provide the capable middle-peasant
(Russian I Serednyak) with sufficient land and equipment by means of state aid
to make it possible for him to produce the necessary surpluses. Stalin's plan
was !as angrily attacked : by the radical part of the Party under the leadership
of Trotricrend his supperters, reproaching Stalin for atteMpting to return
to bourgeois agricultural forms, accusing him of treachery to the most
important achiemenetsof the Revolution;* and urging colLectivationef
agriculture, i.e. the establidnnmet of closed commimities by force and under
the control of the state.

• Stalin recognized the darger Threatening him from the 'Trotskyites, did
=40. , about face, made their demandshis awn, and took the other4ath, carrying
thruagh the forced collectivization of peasant farms himself.'

'
CollectferizatiOn began in 1927 .and reached its climax in 1929/50. it vas j

an extremely hard process to Which many persons were sacrificed ., isitwas of pYime
importance to eliminate by force those elements from the peasantry who ,either

-eppoited collectivisation or might be expected to do so. These were the farmers
who had nothing to gain by collectivization, but everything to lose, i.e.,
those who enjoyed a certain measure of comfort and had morearind and cattle
than:was necessary to supply their' 	 needs. Every farmer who mrked more than
4 hectares, who owned more than one horse and one crow, was declared a "Kulak"

,J	 (synonomous with'"robbar") and an enemy of the state, his land eat cOnfistrited
and he was Sent into forced labor in northern Russia or Siberia. The
poor, i:e..that part of the peasantry *hi& had hardly any land and no cattle
to speak of, vier/red these actions against their prosperoUs neighbors, accoWp -
anted and supported as they were by the thunderous propaganda, at first expect-
antly and even With a certain pleasure. But their eyes eve)re opened When they
lost possession of their own small bits of land, when their own horse; theii",
list cow, and even the few foal they still had were takers away and incorporated
in the collective farm (Russian t Nolkhos). Now also the poor farmer knew
what forced collectivination andlife in a Kolkhoz meant.	 0

0
The result wasm -tremendousCirrip in farmer morale and a very dangerous

reduction in production, which lead to a' new famine in Russia in 19302;
at the same time iaritstriali sation according to the first 5 year plan, which
began operation on 'l January 19Z9, made new and extra requirements on agri-
cultural production.
,	 •
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Thereupon Stalin made certain oempromises without, however, losing
Sight of his final goal, the complete collectivization:of farms. These
compromises consisted in allowing a member of a Kolkhoz the 'private owner-
whip of a cow, some fowl, and permission to work a small parcel of land,
not to exceed 1/4 - 1/2 hectare and immediately adjoining his dwelling, for
his own personal needs.

• • Gradually the collectivization measures of the Soviet government gained
: complete ascendancy. By the outbreak of the war in 1941 there were no farms
in the former Soviet %ion which wereindividually owned and worked. What
force alone could not accomplish was achieved by taxation, robbing the
individual farmer of every means of eXistence.

' The organization of the Rolkhoze is based on the principle-pf the
nationalization of land and the communization of the means of production.
The land belongs to the state and is given over by it to the Kolkhoze for
exploitation, papers being drawn up for this purpose. The means of production

• (ne6hines, implements, and horses) are the property of the Kolkhoz and are
coztrolled by it. Thus a Kolkhoz farmer (Russian : Kolkhoznik) cannot own his
on horse and is, therefore, greatly limited in his freedom of movement.
The houses in whiett the Kolkhozniki live are usually counted as their personal
property: however, there is no question of their exercising a free control
over these houses by purchasing them; for instance. Bath member of a Itolkhoz
has the right' to keep a cow; a very limited private stock of hogs, goats,'
Sheep, and fowl is also permitted; the number being determined by the
Character of the region, soil conditions, etc.

All members of a Ko/khoz are dutyabound to work for the Relkhoz. AMIs
work is set for then: by a Kolkhoz directdr, Who is named by the state. They.
are paid for such work both in money and products.sliaOs in actual money are
extremely low and are of little importance. Members of's Kolkhoz do not
receive payment in goods until after all obligations of the Kolkhoz to the
state have'been fulfilled. These obligations are many and varied (obligations
in kind, taxes, insurance premiums, loans for agricultUral machinery, etc.).

-
The extent

/
 Of the payment corresponds to the amount of the production

which remains in the Kolkhoz after its obligations to the state have been
' fulfilled. The amount due to each of the memberi is most complicated. It is
- arrived at by figuring the number of Stork days" (Sudeten : trudoden) . .the ,
\\Member has to his Credit. The trudoden is a measuring stick for work done..

;‘GfeziAleration is given to the type of work, the time involved, the soil .
\IlinditiOns, eta. in each region. The more work days g Kolkhoznik had to hie
óredit, the larger is the payment he receives.°If the Kolkhoznik dtould have

:a surplus left over after he has provided for his personal needs, he is -
permitted by law to offer ,it for sale on the open market. The sale, however, I

_..
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' The Kelkhoz organization means the complete enslavement of the farmer.
Re is bound fast to his Kolkhoz; in order to leave, i a farmer must first have 1
official permission to give up his calling and enter industry as a worker. 1
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The Kolkhoznik is obliged to execute the work with w'nich he is chaged by the
• Kolichoz director. He can better his standard of living only when there is ' a •
considerable increase in production within the frare-work• of the total achieve-

• ment of the mashers of his Ko

In reparation for this sacrifice the state . frees him from the certre of.
marketing the products produced by his labor and protects him from • being out
•of work.

• The directors of the Kolkhose are responsible to the state for the exact
axecution of all the regulations issued by it for the operation and management
of the Kolkhoz and for full and prompt deliveries' to the state. Default by a
Kolkhoz director it;• followed by the punts/Intently usual in the Soviet Union.

On the other hand the Soviet government does everything in its pcnietto
put the Itolichoze ..in a position to attain the production they expect from them.'
They are provided. with seed, agricultural -implements, tractors, etc. There it
would not pay the smaller Solichose to own their own tractors, mowing and
threshing 'iaachines etc., or if *t is beyond •their teens to purchase the, the
necessary machines are loaned them, against payment in ,products,. births MTH
(the State Machine and TracdCr Stations). An army of agronomists supervises
the activities di' the Kolkhose and afcle their directors by work and deed.
Members .of • Itolkhoze :who eothribute more than their : non:Nal share be effort are
'picked out by the Soviet government and held up as examples to the public.
Extensive and clever propaganda does everything to 'convince the Russian farmer
that 'his prosperity and fortune have their roots in the Kolkhoz.

• The purpode of co lledtivinition has been proven by the. war. Collectivisation
stood the test. It hati shown itself in a time of trial for the Soviet Union 	.;
as a certain, effective, and dependable method for obtaining the agidaulttrraI..
products needed by the State. Further, it gairaniiee the Soviet . government1.1thatJ
there will be 120 'danger of private, capitalistic, economic fcrms	 the
.country.

The Soviet government will, therefore, stick to the prindPle of collectiv-
ization of agriculture in the futurelnd will continue to take steps to
atrenghten and extend it.	 •	 ./•
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