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MEMORANDUM FGR: Chief of Operatioms
SUBJECT: GEHLEN's Relationships vith HEUSINGER and SPRIDEL

1. A recent dispatch (attached) from Colomel Critchfield besed o a
long talk with General Heusinger provides us vith some details on indice-
tions of gredmally mounting friction between Generals ZRUSINGER and GRHLEN
on the cos biid, apd HEUSIKGER and SPEIDEL on the othsr. At the same time
ths relationship between GEHIEN and SFRIDEL seems t0 by gettiong clossr.

2. The cantrel issue glving rise to this friction revolwes around
the quretion of security risks and the extent to which the West Gerwan
govermmmt is penstrated by the Soviet IS. As you knov, GEHIER bhas a theory
thiat s "Rote Kipells“” exists in West Germany today and that a aumber of key
government officials are involved in warying degreee. Oue of his pet pro-
Jects is to collsct all possible information tending to support this theory.
Among those oonsidered by GRHLEN es security risks are Achin OSTER ead
Jusrgen ERANDY of REUSINCER's staff; however, GERELEE has been umable to pro-
duoe axy comgrete evidence to support his suspicions. EHEUSINGER is fully
aware of GREIEN's theory and of his reservations comcerning OSTER <id BRANDY.
In the absence of concrete derogatory information he fEels obligated to sup-
port his subordinates; vevertheless, GEHLEN's charges have tended to uake
his job comsideradly more complicated. At the sime time charges - relatively
circles - of GEALEN's "meddling in politics® continue to
'gs.qars. He admits that he has no concrete proof of these
charges but they 4o tend to increase his concern that CEHIEE is invalved in
matters vhich are not properly the responsibility of the GIS. HEUSIMGER

1ders 1t a regrettable coincidence that the Gersans

bave & "good intelligence service” and a "veak security service’.

3. The grodually developing friction between HEUSDNGER and 3PEIDEL
seous to be besed on saveral factors. HEUSIMGER seems %0 resent the fact

has criticized ABUSINGER's indecisiveness in ridding the BLANK Office of
"geaurity risks". Also playing a key role in this entire relatiomship is
former Lt. Col. Gerbard WESSEL, a key member of SPEIDEL's etaff who was on
very close terms vith HEUSIRGER vhem both vere with ZIPPER, WBSSEL left
2IPFPER as "HEUSINCER's man” on tsuporsry loan to SPEIDEL in Paris but has
obvicusly become "SPRIDEL's man” and is solidly om the side of GRHIRN and
SPEIDEL in their vievs on "security riska” in the BLANK Office.

L. Both GEHIEN and HEUSINGER agree tbat WESSEL should be the G-2 in
the nev defense establishment. Vith the present persounel situation in the




BLANK Office this would mean that be would be working under XIELMANKSRGG and
that OSTER would be a msmber of his staff. WESSEL objects to KIBIMANNSEGG

» and to OSTER for security reasons. There have, how-
ioms that KIEIMANNSEGG will receive an assignment in Paris
with SHAPE, This would probably clear the air cousiderabdly for WRSSEL's _
assignment as the 0-2. This changs, along with the establisbasat of a GIS,
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le I csme away frorm dinner and 2 lon:: evendin: with HO%4 on 18 April with
some vory distinet impressions repjardiaeg cuirs 1t rvlationghins btetyeen him and
ITILITY on the one side and him arr' fans SPET'%T. on the obher, On all important
political and military issues all tiree of t'zeSe Correr wnerals steadfastly
support the pilicy of Changellor ANENAVER, “oth !RN and "T7LITY have, in cone-
versations as recent as the third week in ipril 1955, clearly and 'meqaivocnlly
supported ihe entranne of the Fedilep into ¥ATO, pressing ahead vigorously with
the establishment of the full 12 Division Army, closcst sosneration with the
United States and, in goneral, full supprort of Chancellar ADFNAUFR's pilicy of
integration in the Buropean and #Atlantic Communities, This ununimity of opinion
also seems to extend to the fssue nf the :I& and its r-latione with the lerman
defense estarlisiment, However, hencath the surface =f this ostensibly harmoniouns
atmosphere there do exist some differences which may in the futurs zssume sioni-

ficance,

2. The crux of the matter is that TILT?Y amd ' o not asree on the extent
and character of psnatration of the Federal Reputlic, SP:TDEL, on ths other hand,
has gradually developed with “TTLTTY a rclationship of wlich H)RN is both resentful
and disaporoving, 10N, durin: ssch »f the conversations that I have had with
him during the past year or so, has eventually gotten around to "'FIDEL, He resents
the fact that S"VIDET, has been leadinr a leisurely existenoe in Paris, leaving HORME
in Bonn with all the headaches, Also, FWIELAND, who left ZTPHVR as "HORT'g ~an*
temporarily on loan to SPETINT, in "aris, hag o‘m.mwly hecome "STATDKL's man" and
is aolidly on the side of VITLITY and PFTDEL in their eriticism of !IIRN's ine
decisivensms in ridding the "S11CE 2fPice of “securlty rigks,® Tuwice during the
last year T have lunched alone with -TiTAlD, 2A1though hoth “TILITY and ! RN
neriodically reaffirm that Ti ..Am will be the Ia(, ."L.n.\.'EO has refused to work
mth N3TFR (for secwrity rcasons) and undor XTELMANMSMY: (for personal reasons),

TELAND was, some months ace, sharply critical of the “'ct that -I"8% had permi tted

' the sithation 1o develop vhere Juerson ANDT and 03742 were the anly two menbers

permitted to carry the SPUFRIL matersal hetwmen 20TT and BOMN, 'TELAND i9 well
nown for his hitin: sarcasr 2nd nis lack of tagt, e i8 k1own az a ‘rilliant
of Mloer with strons convictians awl opinlons L9 wiich he rather stuhbornly adheres.
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e 1s impartial in his cholce of targets and [ have “eard him take TILTTY ower
the soals with the same personal detachment that nac hecn sharacteristic of his
eriticisms of HIRN in the last year, ioth SPUTDNT, zad "TEIANYD are aware of and
aporove of UTILYIT's NJMTZZLY theory and eonsemsnitzy feel that %Y is, on
this count, naive, '

3. ' 7 and T talked wibliout interruption with H P® for six
hours, AT 1east nall of ths conversation dealt directly or indirectly with the
related issueg of UTILITY's "meddling in »olities", the prevailin; sentiment of
distrust vis-a-vis all former Uenerals, the unresolved issue of the JE charter
vithin the Federal Republic, ex~-ZIPPER{tes in the sovernment, the politiecal
opposition to diract dependeney of either the defeonse establishment or the intel-
ligenoce service on the Thansellor, the definition of a "security risk,® the re-
sponsitility of FORN and BLANK viseaevis security cases in Ant BLAUK and the
entire problem of commnist penetration of the Federal Rwpublic, 4R considers
it a regrettable coincidenoe that the Germans have a "zood Intelligence service”
and a "reak security service,” ile feels that RADKE would be the Z£V “resident
today if he were not an ex-Z27P"tRite. He is concemed aghout the number of oveople
who in turn have expressed concern about ‘IT°L'TY's men throughout the :pvernment,
Seme one had even gone so far, he said, as to zompare "TTLIIY's role with that
ef von SEECKT after Yorld War I, HWN knowz that both SPETDEL and ‘JIELAND som-
timue to maintain contast %o FTTILTTY: one of HOMN!'s staff during a recent visit
t0 Paris noted a "repart to YTTLITY" in WIETAND's typewriter, i RN feels that
all Art RLANK staf’? members in “aris should have only one zhanqel for mepoirtine -
to his office in Bonn, He helieves that 2T7ITTY should consern himself exclusives
1y with the collestion »f intellizence and the running of operatinias azainst hostile
services sutside of the federal Republic, HTILTTY's MJIMTINLY activities he finds
mos t dangerous and cateyorically the responsihility of the PRIV,

ke At t'mes the conversatisn ot 4o o gpecific cases, 7The EDER case was,
he thourht, improprly handled; it shonld bave been tirned over to the BfY at the
very beginning, He 3lso noted that TTLITY had syz-ested that certaln members of
Amt BTANK were geocurity risks hut had fafiled to norovide mt SIANK with evidence,

Se H'AN had no specific exmmnles in mind mercardin: 79 L7TT's "meddling in
politiosheeeit was s8:imp)y a sharze that has beca made vory often, Mo Dad not |
hear:. »f any apecific incidentgee-not even of the case 2f "™MRR, the LIY Hesse
Shief who was reportedly dropped for a too 2lose association with ¢T¥2(R, RN
agreod that the penoral charge »f "political meddling” was nartlally an outprowth
of the old "special connection" operatiss and nartially the rresult of an active
oppostition made up of a variety T ‘adivicnals sad crouns with rather varied
motives, MNevertheless, il dues anpear that 'R does have a gemuine concern that
UTILITY may be beadine for intermal oolitdeal Jdif{ficuliies., ' adnitted that,
spurred %y staries that resshed hi~ to the effest that ~TILTTY was sumoorting
BONIN in his "disloyal mle,” he rad written a sharply worded letter to "TILITY
demanding a "Stellunqnahme,” 4t tidis Jnint, demonstrating rather remaviatle
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mental agility, ¥ "W noted that he had meitive evidense that “Jli' was in con-
tact with Herbert FHNET 5° the &PD amnd "other neutralists such as [ETHENANN and

NY i MIELLER "

6. Doth (_ Jand 7 had the improssion that 700N has never
really sat down ana ciarified ni= ~um thinking an the suhject of the broad countere
intelligence and securlty problems that face the “ederal Republic, His statements
on the subjest were mainly expressisns of irritation with the existing situation
which he, along with a 1ot of other people in and ont of the “ederal Republie

government, considers unsatisfactory,.

'/7. BRN confirmed a statemont made earlier the same day toC, j
that KIEIMANNSRGC will probably receive an assiznment in France with SHAPE, , W8
dsparture would probably clear the air for WIFLAND!s assigpment as the I-C,  This
change, alonc with the establishment of a 3IS, some clarification of the respective
charters of the BfV and the GTS and, parhans mat important of all, the move of
ZIPPER into a legal framework offering a varicty of checks and bal ances that do
ot in a lesal sense exist under *he oresent arrancement, will probably resolwve
most of the frritating factcrs that e”fect the relationship hetween HIRN and
UTILITY, In the final analysis, however, it is “TILTTY's preoscupation with
UJDRIZZLY ("dossiers on Federal “rpublic of"icials") which is the kernel »f thre
problem, 1In the nresent politieal mituation in Zermnmy, with dlmost the certain
prospact ‘that "neutralism" and "Fasteru connecti»ns™ w!'i become lncrcasingly
common in erman political life, it wlll %ake somc vrry nersuasive forzes 1o
effeet a complete reorientation »{ “TILITT away from "is favorite professional

hobty,

e The rest of the conversation ~ith T dealt w' th developments in imi
BLANE planning and the rclationship with the 7,5, Advanced Mlanning Groupe He
wvasMas t lyriocal ahoat the latter and confildent that the forming of derrman Armed
Forees could now nrocsed., In view of the extensive contact chat now exists be-
tween Amt DLANK and the .S, military, it would not seem that XPARK has any
further ohlizatin 12 report on this activity. Also, the a\,b that K'BSRE ocone
tinues to retaln zontact with ''AN should be consider:d a K'BARK matter, The
HIRN/SPRIDEL/WTETAND relationship 15 alse m affair that shiuld be keot, for
the present, within KI2ARK, Thus, it is requested that no dissemination of the
contents of this repart be made and that, within ¥72i7K, 1! be handled on a need-
to-know basis, An exception in the case of M-, Dowling and the -nbassador may
be made, T am quitc W1llinr to lesve Lo Offenbach's Judamont the necessity and
extent of a hricfin: of twx on my 27 the {1 for-ati-p ortained from AKX as long
as he is not reveal-d as the «-urss, -




