DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN‘,CY_/'v = o é
BOURCESMETHOODSEXEMPTION 3B26° Tl AT
NAZIWARCRIMESDISCLOSURE ACT " ey =20
DATE 2006 it to Wi 3610
M/R
SYBITCT: Disovsaton with Ceneral 'JHISINGIR
1. At 2000 on 28 July 1958 E . :_): and hin wife met Goeneral

and Hrs, Heusinger for dinner at the Hotel I'reesen in Rad Godesberg. The
lovitation to dinner had been extended b _)and acceptod by the
Heualngers vith alsoriiy nlihough it involved the Ceneral's cutting his
"appearance at the Peruvian Bmbasdy to a courtesy call. Frau ieusinger
wag only too happy for an excuse not to zo to the reception. Ceneral
Heusinger announced upon arrival that everybody, Sut everybody, hed put
in an appearance tut thet he was glad to get away auvickly since he foumd
it difficult to avoid ansvering nusstions atout the Federal Republie'’s
attitude toward events in the Near Fast. And becauge the Federal Republie
has no clear ent atiftude he feels the answers he might #ive to any wuestions
would not be very gatisfactory.

2. Heusingsr lmmediately lanched into a dizcussion of the atmosphare
in Bonn vhen the American landingzs were anncunced. "Everyome" turned cut
imnediately to be an expert on the Near Efas* and most deerled the US wmove.
He persomally relt that "the Germans" vere too hasty {n their judgment and
that he adviged his own stuff to bs careful andi to wait and see., Ha then
ciscussed the "Stellungmahmen” which he had seen. He did not furthsr
define vhose analywes he was talling ahout ut hn may have had UPSWING!s
in mind., He stated that 1t was difficult if not dengerous for Germans to
form judgments about an area where they have 1ittle political expsrience,
Aence he had turned to Gensral Jeeguot who had endorsed the Amerlcan move,

(see SCP- /778 ).

3. and Heuelnger met for the first time this evealng so that
the rest of the evening largely dealt with historlcal matlars. Heusingexr
macie no comment when the name of @Merker was broaght up amd avolded any
discuesion of UPSVIRG matzors. fle showed 1ittle knowledge of the UPSWING
people or events of recent date. His only remark of intereat was that the
cooperation batween UPSWING and his people was excellent. He also stated
that it was a good thiug oo much digtance separated the head:marters from
"Bonn, He fult that UTILITY had gow decided that he would leave things
pretty much as they wera. Other(_ _jefforts to turn the conversation to
UPSWIRG or even rnilitary ma‘ters feiled,

4. The rest of the evening (the ‘lsusingers armounced early that 2200
was atout the time they wonld want to return home) was spent in discussioms
of their vipits to Athons and Italy ant his to Turkey. The Goneral was in
raptures over his experiences visiting the site of Troy and then Mvomnae,
Frau flousinger 1isted for us a nundrec rlaces and palntincs we must cee on
our way to Haples.
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5. As 1s inevitable when a.ny‘genm'a.l finds an Mmerican who had sone-
thing to do vith Yar Crimes waterial the conversation turnei at one point
to the Muremberg trials. ‘icusinger reocounted hls axperiences snd ;resented
a rather psculiar ut at tie same tims partiaily valid ricture of ‘-J.S. Yaw,
Je stated that the public progecutor in Germany is interested in deteruining
the truth whereas the Americun rrogecuter is only iaterested in a conviction,
at any mrice. He told how a certain Amserican named Rapp had tried to trap
him into admlssions b the use of forped decumonts, He had bagn surprised
et the alaerity with which Rapp acknowlwiged the forzery vhen it was pointed
out to him, ilsusinger thouglit that such behavior Aid motv fit with the con-

‘cepts of Juat.ice.! 3 fought a delsying action by trying to point out

that the whole ma of guilt or inmocence is at the root of the differsasnce
in procedures. Heusinger then discusged the guilt or innocence of the defen—
dants at Nmremberg. :s stated that time has healed moet of his woumls and
that today he understands vhat it was that the fmericans amd Justice Jackson
vere trylng to do. He feels that the begie prizciples will lsst and that the
overall effect was zood although he rlefnloreq the sentence passed on Jodl

whom he atill feels was not muilty,

6. fe toucked cn his own difficulty in understandings the purpose of

.the trisls at the tiwmo and particularly how hard it was 10 sit es a defen~

dent (almost) a% a trial vhere the judges (the Joviot ones at least) had as
much blood on their hands as the defandants. He parsonally had been with
the Heeresgrupps M tte at the tfmo of the discloare of the Katyn Hassaere.
[le *mev that thiz horrible mass murder could not have been staged by the SS,
He felt that the United iStates had Seen wrong in trying to hush up this
evidence of Soviet murder.[ pointed out that .the only evidemce in V,S.
hands had been (erman documents ani tha! since these documents had conteined
fo many obvious fabriecatisns for propagamda purposes they would have geined
1ittle or no credencs had they been admitted as evidence for the defenss,

7. The conversation naturally drifted to the problem of obedience and
then to the 20th of July plot. launingsr then launched into a long string
of anocdotes about his own arres: and Interrogation at the hands of the
Gestapo; how he had admitted to havinz seid that !fitler should be removed
from military comman’® hut not to having wished violent removal from power;
his confrentation vith his most camaging accuser, General Stief, who admitted
that he hed never heard Heusinger expresa any othar views; his pood fortuns
in the fact that both Treschkow (by reason of nis suicic}e) end Feldgiehel .

(by resson of his fortitude) \14d not beiray his compliaiiy; the stupddity

of the conspirators and their yutting everything on psper; Graf von Hell- J
dorf's guest bock which led tolmany unnacessary arrssts nrd executioms, ete.
iils concluaion was that Germansiare just not oo conepirators,
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- 8. The end of the evening came scon wvith regrets om all siaes that
the matual eoquaintanse came g0 late in [ jtour. Fran Heusinger
sabraced (. ) warmly uhen sbe gald goodlye and General leusinger
sent verm Tegards to | 1), wvhon he still has net forgiven
for not haviag returned to Boun last year for a viait.
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