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APJ CT: Iliscussion with General

1. At 2000 on 28 July 1958 CI	 and ein wife met General
and IIre. Heusinger for dinner at the Hotel Dreeeen in Had Godesherg. The
invitation to dinner had been extended b42_ :)and accepted by the
Heuaingers with alacrity although it involved the General's cutting his
'appearance at the Peruvian ginbasmy to a courtesy call. Fran ft:singer
was only too happy for an excuse not to ee to the rpception. General
Heusinger announced upon arrive] that everybody, it everybody, had put
in an apOserance but that he was glad to get avay ..e1Ickly since he found
it difficult to avoid answering questions about the Federal Republic's
attitude toward events in the Near Feet. And becauoe the Federal Republic
has no clear ant attitude he feele the annwers he might give to any queetions
would not be very satisfactory.

2. Heusinger imnediately laenched into a diecusston of the atmosphere
in Donn -when the American landings were announced. "Everyone" turned out
immediately to be an expert on the Neer East and most decried the US move.
He personally relt that "the Germans" were too hasty in their Judgment and
that he advised his own staff to be careful and to unit and see. He then
discussed the "Stellungnahnen" which he had seen. He did not further
define whose analyses he' 	 teeing about !eat he may have had UPS41I4Gle
in mind. He stated that it was difficult if not dangerous for Germans to
form judgments about an area where they have little political experience.
Hence he had turned to General Jacquot who had endOrsed the American move.
(see MP- /A/	 ).

3. and Heusinger net for the first time this evening so 'that
the rest of the evening largely dealt with historical matters. Heusinger
made no comment when the name of eMerker was brought up and avoided any
diseussion of UPSWING meteors. Re showed little knowledge of the UPSWING
people or events of recent date. His only remark of interest was that the
cooperation between Ufeeilee and his people was excellent. !'le also stated
that it was a good thing so much distance separated the headquarters from

'Benne lie felt that UT/LITY had now decided that he would leave things
pretty much as they were. OthexC ,, efforts to turn the conversation to
urswrno or even military meters failed.

4. The rest of the evening (the eeusingers announced early that 2200
was about the time they would want to r.Rturn home) was spent in discussions
of their visits to Athens and Italy and his to Turkey. The General was in
raptures over his experiences visiting the site of Trey and then liveame.
Feau Housinger listed for us a .rairerec rlscos and paintin r,s we must c-ve on
our way to Haples.
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5. As is inevitable when any:general rinds an American who had some-

thing to do with :4ar Ca-Imes materiel the conversation turnei at one point
to the Nuremberg . triels. qeasinger recounted his experiences and presented
a rather peculiar nut at the same tine partially valid picture of U.S. law.
He stated that the public prosecutor in Germany is intereeted in deteraining
the truth whereaa the Americen 7rosecutor io only interested in a conviction,
at any rrice. He told how a certain American used Rapp had tried to trap
him into admissions ba the use of forged documents. He had been surprised
at the alacrity with which Rapp acknowlaged the foraery when it was pointed
out to him.ileusinger a‘thought that such behavior dad not fit with the con-
Cepts of justice.	 fought a delayina aetion by trying to point out
that the whole maCtor 

Li
 of guilt or innocence is at the root of the difference

in procedures. lieusinger then diecuseed the guilt or innocence of the defen-
dants at Nuremberg. He stated that tine has healed most of his wounds and
that today he understands what it was that the Americana and Justice Jackson
were trying to do. He feels that the basic prieciples will last and that the
overall effect was rood although he den/ores the sentence passed on Jodi
whom he still feels was not goilty.

6. He* touched on his own difficulty in understanding the purpose of
the trials at the time and particularly how hard it was to sit as a defen-
dant (almost) at a trial where the judges (the ?ioviet ones at least) had as
much blood on their hands as the defendant°. He personally had been with
the Heereagrappe Mitte at the time of the discioeure of the Katy% Massacre.
fie knew that thie horrible mass murder could not have been staged by the SS.
Be felt that the United Antes had teen wrong in trying to hush up this
evidence of Soviet murder.[: -3po1nted out that the only evidence in U.S.
hands had been German documents and that since these docents had conteined
so many obvious fabricationa for propaganda purposes they would have gained
little or no credence had they been admitted no evidence for the defense.

7. The oouversation naturally drifted to the problem of obedience and
then to the 20th of July plot. l!euninger then launched into a long string
of anecdotes about his own arrest and interrogation at the hands of the
Gestapo; how he had admitted to havina said that Hitler should be removed
from military commie but not to having wished violent removal from power;
hie confrontation with his mast damaging accuser, General Stief, who admitted
that he had never heard Housinger express any other views; his good fortune
in the fact that both Treschkow (by reason of his suicide) end Feldgiebel._
(by reason of his fortitude) id not betray his comnlinity; the stupidity
of the eonspirators and their luttine everything on paper; Graf von Hell..
dorf te guest book which led tomany unnecessary arreets sad executions, etc.\	 .
Uin conelusion was that aermans

\
are just not eoca conspirators.
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•	 S. The end of the evening
the mutual aonsaintanne cane so
embraced	 fivaxmav when
sent earn regards to
Par not having returned to Senn

ems soon with regrets on all slams that
late in C_ ]tour. Fran Reueinffivr
She e, id goodly* and General Henninger

than he still has net forgiven
1sfear for a visit.
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