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INTERVIEW REPORT

Country: USSR {and Zstonia)

.Type of Information:
(1) Inowledgeability of source on ICBM or IRBN ik JSTONIA. :
(2) Iire History of Sourcae,
{3) Evaluation of Source,:
(4) Seviet Concentration Camps 1945 -~ 1956,
(a), (v}, (e}, {d) CAPS I -V, .
{s) restricted areas
(f) technical equipment after 1952
{g) foreign translations {general remark)
{5} Underground Movement in Soviet Concentration Camp USIAG (Solikamsk)

and beyond,
(a) heln from the West
(6} Way or Inci.using Efficiency in Soviet lLabour Camps
{7) loyalty of Nomadic Tribes and Underdeveloped Nationalities to the
Communist Regime,
{8) Uranium Mining
{3) TFuture Contacts in ESTONI.., by Correspondence,
Date of Information Acquirad by Source: Novembsr 1956.
Place of Information Acquirsd by Source: USSR Conesntration Camps,

Date of Interview: 9/11/57 . Interviewed by:l {T1B)

Report No,: JI3I 922-4-62,

Date of Distribution: NOY 2 & 195y

No, of Pages: EZ/

Noe. of Encls,: NIL

THIS IS UNEVALU.TED INFORMATION

Source:
Name: Eerik HESINE Date & Place of Birth: TARTU, LEstonila
September 1919,
* Wationality: Estonlan languages Spoken: German, Russian, Estonian

{some English)
Entered Canada: Visitor's Visa, explres December 31, 1957,
Canedian Address: 72 Normandy Blvd,
Prior to Emergence Resided at: Refugee Camp Oldenburg, west Germany,

Present Occupation: lectures oa Partisan lbvement in the Baltiecs and Concentraticn
Camps, USSR, ,

Provicus Interrogation: USi Authorities Oldenburg and Frankfurt a/li (several times}),
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1, KNOWLEDGEABILITY OF SOURCE ON ICHM or IRBM in ISTONILA;

Source was alledged to have information on guided missiles and
coastal defence in Estonia, However, source did not escape from Estonia in
1956, He was deported to Soviet Russia in 1951, after having spent his last
year in istonia as a, political prisoner, (mostly in the prison of Tallin), -
The remaining years of internment {until 1956) were spent in USSR forced labour
camps, in the Urals, - so that source could not have'any knowledge of ICBY or
IRBM guided missile installations being bullt in Baltic countries im recent
yéars, Questionnaire submitted to interviewer as puidance did not apply.

Source stated that there was a very strong Partisan movement in
Estonia between 1953 - 1954 but, unfortunately, his own activity ceased in
1950, at which .time there were no visible signs of rocket installations along
the Baltic coast,

Information given by source mostly conceras Forced Labour Camps
in the USSR, up to 1956,

2, LIFE HISTORY:
Source was born in T.RTU, JAstonia on Septehber 1lth 1919,

His parents were piano-manufacturers, He attended school in T4RTU
and graduated from high school in 1940,

From 1936 -~ 1940 source participated in the "Students' Voluntary
Zstonian Defence League", This retarded -his studies, sc that he was already

20 years old when the Russians occupled TARTU (in 1940).

On the 28th of August 1940 he was arrested, with other students, far
anti-Russian mctivisies and taken o the T5LLIN prisoen where hs was kept 9
months., He was beaten and kicked about unmarcifully. In April 1941, due to
the fact that source's parents had gone to Germany and wore considered as
settlers there, they succeeded in having their son exchanged as e politlcal
prisoner and he was shipped to Germany with other German P.0,V,!

In Aangust 1941l several voluntary £stonian units were formed in
Germany, Source joined and fought against the Russians from 1941 —~ 1944,
He attended an Officers' Training Course in Germany, at B.o) TOZLZ (rugust
1943 - March 1944),

Thers was a period when he was posted to the political Police Force
in Tallin, during the German ovccupation of Estonia in 1942, This probably
saved his 1i1fe, because the Germans did not destroy their records before re-
treating, and source remained listed a¢ a -Cerman national, fighting with the
Germans$ later on, he could elaim German citizenship.

This made him.elligible for prisoner-of-war repatriation in later
years - when he convinced the Russians that he was a Germen and they finally
releascd him,

In Angust 1944 source was Tighting with the Germans near T.RTU; he
was severely shell-shocked and in an unconscious condition, taken P.O.W. by
the Russians, -

Scurce found himself at first in an Officers' P,0.W. camp nsar IOSCCH,
Three months later he was shipped to a special Sovict labour camp at KIShL\,

in the Urals. Januark 1945).
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(Conditions at concentration camp KISELA will be deseribed sﬂparately
under Soviet Forced Labour Camps, Sce Labour Camp, No, I},

1
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- In. larch 1945 source succeeded in escaping from KISuL4i {Soviet forced
labour camp) - whore they weére felling treecs, However, after 1y months of .
wandering around and hiding - he was again caught., This time he guve a false
name and-said he had been a private in the German srmy, making his way homoe,
They stuck him in a vast enclosed factory area near LENINGRAD where they made o
handgrenade fuses, This was a krge factory arca, some 60 - 100 ¥ms away along: eg;;gag
the IZKINGR:AD-10SCOY road, Source could not remember any names, estimated it was
oenly a wartimz enterprisc. : ‘

In Jamuary 1946 source recalled secing huge truck convoys rolling by,
day and night, loaded with all types of German goods being brought to Russia: <
from household goods, kitchen utensils, toilet seats, clothing, food supplies,.
livestock, - to more intricate parts of varicd factory machinery., It szemed
that the whols of Germany was being dismantlcd and carted back to Russia.

Iz June 1946 source escaped and found his way back to Estonia. There
he was trecated as P. O ¥W. and, for a time, worked on re-building the TsLIIN
harbour, .

He then joined the Estonian partisans and operated with them until
1950, fighting the Soviel occupation troops.

In 1950 source was, once more, arrested by the Russians, This time
they sentenced him to death, However, he bluffed by maintajning that he was a'!
German citizen (his name figured in the captured German police records at TALLIN
and his parents were living in Gcrmany).

His scntence vias cbanged from death penalty to life-long impri$onmenﬁ.

_ In March 1951 source was deported to IGEGOPOL', in the ARIGLUGEL'SK . -
Oblast'; interned in a lwmber camp with some cther 800-1000 men and women of
all nationalities, {See Labour Camp No. 2}.

Three months later source was caught hording several old bread rations,
end in possession of a compass, He was accused of planning to escape. Con- Q
'squently he was transferred furthoer inland - to the Urals, near SOLIK4SK, the
Al-Ynion Punitive camp - (25 kms into the woods} ~ Vscsoyuznyy Karatel'nyy
lager' (Sce Forced Labour Camp Mo, 3).

* 2068 DI IR IR I R

Scurce stated that he saw only few aireraft in the vicinity of
1i0SCOW, However, in 1955 - 56 he saw "thousands" of plancs, all jets, practic-
ing their flight in the vicinity of SOLLILHMSK and around the wooded area where '
prisoners werc felling troes, He saw Delta-winged aireraft in tho MOIOTOV arba.
He did not notico any heavy bombers, only light ones and destroyers.

LR T WA RN A |

All told, source worked in 4 different Soviet Concentraticn Camps
in 4 ycars, as 2 lumbermun (1951-52; 53; 54; 55).
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On the 17th Septcaber 1955 an amnesty was declared after Stalin's
death, A lot of Russians were sot froo, Others had their sentenco reduced,.
The Russians who had been fighting with the armed forces as active soldiers,
woro completely freed, Civilians who had bezn amccusad of collaboration with
the Germans during World War II, or political dcportues - got their 25 year
senténces reduced to 12% ycars, Conditions underwent a marked improvement,
~ Criminals were soparatad from political prisonors.

. In Novembor 1955 source was arrestod for participation in a Russian
underground movemont within the forced labour camp USIAG itsclf and was brought
to the SOLIK.SX prison, where he was interro"atcd until February 1956,

Here, again, source stressed that he was a foreigner, a German
national ond demanded to bo ropatriated, In Fobruary 1956 his "case" was
suddenly brokon off, That was after Mr, adenauer had boon to-iioscow and do-
manded the return of Germans still held by the Russians,

From SOLIK.@ISK, source was brought via GOR'KIY, XIROV, MOSCOW to a
special camp for foreign prisoncrs, situated 400 kms South-East of MHOSCOW,
This was camp POT'MA {darkness} which, at that time, was full of Germans, Poles,
Bolgilans - pecple from Iran, Turkey, India, ifghanistan ctc,

The voyage from SOLILMSK lasted 1 month., In March 1956 the dussians
wanted to scnd the iemates of the POT'MA camp out to do heavy physicel labour,
They went on a hunger strike., - &s punlshMunt they were confined to a special
correction camp situated 6 - 7 kms from POT'My, where they were kept over 3
months: March, April, May and part of Junc, When they returned, te their
surprise thoy were sont to a better camp — POTMA IT -~ which consisted of
barracks, surrounded by wooden fences, Their food rations improved. There was
no tli-treatment,

In November 1956& source was shipped to MOSCOW - to BYKOVD - DACHA -
an old summer home wherc Marshall von Psulus was imprisonod during World War II.
There, source found himsclf togother with 20 other German nationals. He mot
an English sailor who had defected (he heard that the British Embassy he re-
claimed him since), There werc also people of other nationalities present,

Finally, on the 24th of Novembor 1956 officials from the German .
Embassy informed the prisoncrs that a special dircct rallwaj car had been arranged: :
DOSCOW - BERLIN, for their repatriation. ) y

On the 26th of November 1956 source arrived in Zast Berlin, where the :
group of Germsn repatriates came in contact with Soviet authorities for the last :

time.

Trom HBeriin, sourec procecded to DUISBURG - OLDEMNBURG Refugee Gamp,
This camp was run by USH authorities, Source told his story, admitting that he
was an Sstonian, not a German, He was brought to Yrankfurt a/¥ 5 or & times
for interromation, particularly on the existing Hussian underground movement in
tha Soviet forced labour camp USLAG (URAL-SOLIK iSK-C.IF),

Scurce's parents had meanwhile emigrated to Canada, Source's father
dizd last year. His mother still lives in TOR0NTO,

Source camc to Cenada on a visitors' visa, The Saltic Community of
Toronto, which is well organizod, welcomod source and gave him a chance to
lecturc on conditions in Soviet forced labour camps, They have sponsored a
lecture — tour Iin Canada oo Partisan movemcnt in the Zaltic Provinces.
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On tho 17th of Novembor, source is schoduled to leave on a 1 month 5
locturo tour, touring Daltic communitics in the Vost, as far as ViNCOUVER,
He is dus back in Toronto in the middle of December and is very worricd, be-.
cause his visitor's visa is expiring by the end of this year, He has handed'
in his application to the Dopartmont of Citizenship and Immigration last spring,
esking Tor peormission to remain in Canada, 5S¢ far, he has had no neows, -Source
wonders what will happon to him at tho ond of Decombor, C

srmrbta b b b

3.  EVAIUATION OF SOUdCE "F

It is difficult to assess the reliability and veracity of a person
who hags "bluffed" himself out of a Commnist death scntonce (by his own admiss-
ion}, Howevur — source did make the impression of being sincere and straight~
forward, Ho cortainly hates the Communists onough to have repeatedly risked his
1lifo in tho Istonian Partisan movemont, Source said hc lost all his teoth,
rathor than give away the names of people working with him, when beaten 1o the

T.LLIN prison,.

Source sounded disappointed at the lack of interest - or onthusian -
he cncountered in the #ost, when he talked about following up the underground
movement in Russia, Fartieularly since hc had a dofinite lcad-in, which he
commnicated to the USi authorities as soon as he reached VYestern Germany.

Ho feels that very fow poople have such a first-hand knowledge of
what goos on in Russian concentratlon camps - yot he cannot scem to find the
appropriate channols to use his knowledge, Tor the bepefit of all concerned,
Ho says the iieat is aslcep. 4t the moment he suffers from a sonse of frustrat-—
ion, not aven knowing whother he can stay on this side of tho ocean, Ho doesn't
want to leave his mother alene. He would llke to geb marriced and settled,
Sourcc said that after all thosc horrible ycars in Sovict forcod labour camps,
heahould at least be pormitted to live a quiet, normal 1life, if his cxperiences
can do no good to support an anti-Communist movement,

4. SOVIET CONCEWTR-~TION CAIPS: - January 1945 — Novomber 1956,

(a) Cap I. - EIEL: (Urals) 1945 ' ‘ .' o

Spezlager! Kisela; ZEstimated number of internocs: 800, Mixed
nationalities; Russians, Poles, Latvians, Lithuanians, Most Russians wers those
who were handed back to the SOVlut authoritics by the illies at the end of World
War II, Rate of mortality was appalling. In 3 months only 270 out of the ’
original 800 intcerneas rcemained alive, The others dled of exhaustion, malnutri-
tion or typhoid fever, Numbers kept up to strensgth by constant new arrivals,
Constant turnover,

Occupavion: Coal mining.
Living conditilons: Barrack bell, dug halfway into the ground,

) No sanitation.

Food:~ 450 gram coarsc brecad per dey - and cabbag0 soup.
Epidemy of ricketts,. . '

Working hours: 12 hours (coal mining}.

(b) CAMP II. KARGOPOL!, ARKGIANGEL'SK Oblast' (March 1951)
1

Tlargo forest area, Several lumber camps, Men and womdn of varicd
nationalitics. Faeh wamp BDO - 1,000 intornces,
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Living conditions slightly bettor than in 1945.
During the 3 months source stayced thoere:

Food: consisted of 800 grem bread per day; twice a-day
cabbago soup and once~a-day porridge (kasha),
Rations were cut down to 450 gram bread and once-
a-day soup, ir lumber quota not fulfilled,

Working Hours: - 9 hours, Quota 4.5 cu.m. felled or cut wood,

(¢} CAP TII.  SOLIXRISK (Urals) (1951)

Special disciplinary camp.
Conditions: - gbout the éamo.

{d) CAMP IV: USOLiG SOLIKAMSK {coordinatos 59:05H - 42:178)

Albogether 40,000 - 50,000 people interned; divided in some four
or five lumbering arcas, (Includes “Eurcpoen Camp™ noer KaRaGaNDA),

Camp inmates wore well informed about what went on in other camps ,
bocause thorc was a coastant -shifting around of prigoners cach month, Now
arrivals brought nows about wvoents outside,

Sourcc stated that there was not o singlc nationality which he aid
not cncounter in Soviet forced labour comps: Poles, Hunzarizns, Rouaanians,
Chinosc, Indians, Turks, .rebs, french, Bolgians, Germans, Italicns, Grecks,
Spanierdss ... It was interosting to scc that, for instance, Greck followors
of Communist lzzder General Markus, who had fled to Russia - had become
disillusioncd znd too critical of tho Communist Regime. s a rosult
50% - 6C% werc locked up, The samc applicd to scvoral Indian - professors who
had comc to thc Univcrsity of Hoscow, had critisized too oponly and landed in
concentretion camps, Red Sponiards followed the sane pattern, Theose people
had become the best ~nti-Communists ont could wish for, Unfortunntecly, they
worc all sorving & 25ycar sontcncc und that wos as gooed cs life, beeause very
fow people could withstend thosc conditions and most died bufore their time
was up. Therc werc guite a number of young Spaniards in thesc lumber camps who
had come to Russio wory “rod" but had boen cured, As .soon os Terelgners became
troubleseme, or critical, they were removed cut of sight. Evon the Chincse,

Sourc: said that in the whole of Russia, exchango of opinion wos
freest in concentration camps, beczuse people folt thoy had already hit the
bottom, They were deomed to dic anyway, so they might as well spenk what thoy
thought., He met many Russicn intellectunls thoere, Very intelligent, far-
thinking people, ™

CiMP V, - VORKUTALAG (Soureo only hod hearsay kaowledge of same,)

(c) Restrictod ..reas: - TOMSK Oblast!,

.t number of politicel deportces, amongst them people from the
Baltic Provinces, hove boun foreibly re-scttled in Siteria, in tho TOMSK
rogion. Source visited thom, cquipped with falsc documents, during the period
whon h¢ was actively cngaged in Estenian Partisan woarfaro - boforc boing caught'
by the Russians. Theso poople 1ivo in restrictod arezs - mestly on Stete farms,




'stridos with rogard to modorn tuchnlcal cquipmont and’ mochnnizod labour,

tools: old handsaws and blunt axasy They oftcon had to tic a rope dround cach
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If they go boyond thoir cssignud boundarics, they got 8 years concuntration

© eamp., Somo nro permittod to corrospond with rolativos in the Baltics, Thoy' :

aro deportcd for 1ifo - but do not suffor groat hardship, lostly, thoy furm, : !

(f) chhnical Improvencnts in Working Conditions for Labour cump intornoos,

after 1953 1t became noticeable thet tho Russians had made big

In 1945 - 1951 - 1952 ~ intornces had to Tell troos with most primitive m

fecllod treo and drag it for many mlles to ronds, whore they worc picked up by
horso-drawn carts, .

From 1952 or, they oot ulbtru-modorn 8 kg. patont power-saws, made
in Finland; working by wood-gns. Thoere were also tractors and trucks to holp
hauling lumbér, There were ~uven clectric "strlpping machines" to cut off foliage lnﬂﬂfmn

and branches,.

(g) Foroign Tronslations;

Source felt th:t it might be of intoerost to locel authoriticsa to
know that- cverything publishod in forcign countrics along technical or scientifie E%E‘“E-
lincs was immediately troanslated in the Sovict Union. ond publishoed in Russien 62 -
within 3 months from original date of publlcatloﬂ. Trznslators were amongst
those troated best end most in demand,
asked: bow he know this? Source replied that the new blood, which came inte
concontration cemps evory month, lkept them well informed about what went on
in the Soviot Unioni They came from all walks of 1ifc aand Tclt freo to talk,

thet amazcd source wos the love which Russians cexpresscd for-their
own native land, ovon-in adverso circumstanccs, Thoy wors afraid that if thore
was a foroign invasion to overthrow Communisn, Russia would bo dividddand
occupied by several foreign powers, This they droeaded above oll, Even people _
in concontration comps kopt saying: "this is bad, but tt's our owr™ ‘ :
(plokho-da pashe})

5. UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT IN SOVIET CONCENTR..TION Ciip USLAC {Solikamsk])

(a) Holp from the Host.

_The membership of this Russian underground movement amongst immatces
of concentration camps is supposcd to have reached 70,000 in 1956, This in-
cluded cutsido contocts,

Whon sourca was leaving, he was told that if he ever succeedod in
getting back to the “free world”, he should try to scceure holp. Thusc people
mostly want wcapons, waaunition und radios,

Bource maintainsd that the "Voice of .merica" was listensd to very .
frequently - jmedmg could-not untirely stop it Trom cemming tirough, They
seard G,8...0, brondensts from 0 Kinowa quite cleerly, .



Vory intorosting porsonality which source moebt ot USLAG was a Russian
Captain: Ivan Grigoryovich :lyoshin who hoaded tho famous VORIUT.. rebellion,
- which caused Soviut authoritios such o hoadachu by gaining publicity abroad.
Ho was given 2 yoars solitary confinoment for it; whon the amncsty was proclaimed,
in 1955, &lyoshin also got his scntonce roduced - 1,0, ho was "only' sorving
a 25 yoar term In USL.G - where sourcoe mot him, Ifu participated in the undor-

ground movoment,

-Ono of the remarkable traits of the Sovict rogimo is thut even dis-
sotisfiod Kollthoz mombors can bo 30un sorvipng torms in concuntrwtion canps for

being too eritical,

b, W.Y OF INCL: 5m: BFFICIZNCY IW L .BOUR C.1JPS.

.6 of 1955, the Soviet Government hns shown morc low cunning than
brutality:

For instancé: - The latest way to increasoe labour efficicncy in eon-
centration camps has boecn to promisc thot whosoever axceeded the allotted quota
{4.5 cu.m, of timbor in 9 hours) by 121% during 4 wholc month without in-
torrupticn, would got his soentonec reducod by 2 wocks,

’

If a person overfulfilled, his trec felling Quota by 121% Bor a whole
year - his termn would bo reduced by 2 wholo yezrTs,

.8 a rosult, poople work like mad, trying to reducc their scentence,
Lost of tham can't stand the pacc nndéLﬂ in tho attempt - but meanwhile a lot
of work is dons for thc government - and these people would have died before
their 25 yeers were up anywayl! ——- .

Te IOY.ITY OF UNDERDEV LOPED TRIEES TO SOVILT RaGIlaE: .

Tho only really loyal pcople to the Corumnist Party, cnthusiastic
about the Communist regime, ar¢é the old momadic tribes of the Far Nerth and
thoso of ssiatic origin, .

Thosc backward notionalitics have roally gained: - thoy buncfitod by
becordng sodatery and litercte. That is why, zccording to souiee, tlic Zovern-
mont always calls in troops with “slantud oyus® {of Pongol origin; to subdue
rcbellions, Thesc zre the only loyal Communists, The Sovict reogimoe has really

dons somcthing for thenm,

5. UZ=NIUM:
.l

It is snid (sourcc only hoard) that thoe inmates of Cmmp 3ILLELL, near
MRV, are ungagoed in uranium mining, The mincs are supposad te run deep under
the soena in the Harva Bay,

This i5 a so-called “Schwoigele ser” (Camp of Silence),. Whoeover is
sent therc-is complotoly cut off from the rest of the world; has no right to
correspond wiith any of his relatives,
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appoars to be most nebulous, W11 he be 'sent back to Gormany? -- what thon? -~

-8 -

Source also maintains that Lo spéko to internoes in the Soviaet Unlon
who, in person, holped build Urunlum nincs in Inner :.0NGOLIL and 'in the Gebi

Daﬂurt. -
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7. FJTURE CONL. .CTS IN ESTONI.....(by corrcspondcnco)

Source cxpressod willingness to cagage in correspondence (from Canada)’
with a rricod in 3stonia, using code and "wator writing” with a vicw to sceur-
ing information about rockct launching sites rocently bullt by the Soviots in
thoe Beltic, -He (source) feolt confidont that suck information could be obtained

in timo, through corrcspondoncc,

dowever, ' 1o would have to stoy in Canedc in order to boe able to do so,:
Sincs his visitor's visa was abouu to expire by the end of the year - he did
not know what will happun.

Source will be back in Toronto from his locturc tour out West, by the
17th of Doecpbor 1957. His visa expires on the 315t Docembor, Tho future




e

| HAINE, Berik L

" Estonian, Toronto, to be interrogated by JI3 Oct 57
(AF memo 44-0-954, 5 Sept)

: escaped Nov 56




