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INPERROCATION REGARDIRG CORDITIONS IN OCCUPIED LATVIA

Date of Interrogation: 22 Febtruary 1561.

Information on the mtagmted persons Ilze RICHIERS, born 23 May

1687, io Kwldigs, Latvia. Her last place of residence in Latvia was:

' Riga, Veapils 1sla 8, Present address: 32 Berksley Placa, Bloomfield,

Few Jarsey, Tel. PI 8-1367. She lives vith her cop, Janis Richtars.
She left Riga on 6 March 1960 and arrived in Bew York onm 22 March

1960.
Procedures for obtaining travel documsnts and trip to the UB

It took Mrs. R. about 5 years tO arrarge for her departure, and

ber exit permit was denied 3 times. In August 1959 she went to the

Visa Section in Rigs, Raina dulvaris 1, to inquire vhy her applica-

tions had been turmed down and vhy she had not bean permittad to Join
hor relatives in the US. She was recefved by one of the higher offic-
1als, a Russian by mationality. Be tslked to her courtecusly, checked her
departiwe documents (her "file") and admitted that all her documents wvere
{n order, but be added that 1t was not his fEalt if ehe s not givan
permission to leave, as everything vas being délayed in Moseow. The

game Rusaian official also persuaded her to sha} hin ths latters writ-
tan by her son (trom'thn U3), as well as fhg ph.otographn ghe had in

her purse (sent from the US); he resd the letters (therefore hs un-
derstood Latvian, and Mrs. R. made a comment to him about it). He
asked questions about ber children's 1iving conditions in the U5, and

. then he returned everything to her.
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On 9 Decenber 1959 she received a SwmonS t0 present harself ime
medistely at the above mentioned office, where sbe was informed that
her exit parwit had been granted. After that her case was handled by
the secretary of the Visg Section, presumadly a latvian, about k0 years
ou(mwumm).mmwmm
fron there on. The secratary arranged for her trip to Moseow and later
to the U, together vith another Latviss vomn, vhose firal dastire- -

tion was Seattle, Washington.
Mre, Richters traveled to Moscovw by plane in Nareh, after have

-ing wsettled her personal affairs (disposed of her personal balongings,

atc.). The plana fare vas 180 rubles, In Moscow she gstayed for 1h days,
ummemaamvmmpummnmm She stayed at -
ope of the Dettar Moseow hotels, Hotel “Leningrad”, vhere the daily rate
vas 205 rubles. m'umnuaewucwgzmmmmm,m
all of them are usually orowded. mmtmwmwtemuinm
Russian offices. wmumnamzwammmmm%
lnwinafrzmwm&onnmgmunmmm,am-m
"Chekn™ offisial who vas in the game room completely immored Mem, R.'=
farewsll wvords and gaven ticned awvay from the deperting “burzhuyka"
[bourgeols woman). At the Vnukovo airport, the customs formalities were
striet end all of her belongings vere corefully inspected. Sbe was not
allowed to take with her the wedding ring of har husband (vho died in
1953), =& gold bracelet, and wrist watch. Ghe ssnt those items back to
bher frisnds in latvia.

She left Moaaow on 21 Narch and flew to New York via Helsinki end
London. ‘The plans ticket cost about 2,000 rubles,
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%rs, R. resarked tbat one alvays has %o give tips in the Boviat
Union, 4. e, to the Russians. For esaupls, vhen one duys a ticket for
a trip vhich costs 180 rubles, the cashisr is usvally given 200 rubles.
5f a Jstter = mailad at the post offics amd the postage 15 2 rubles
80 kopeks, one wsually pays 3 rubles ( 1)

Living Coniitions in Rige snd Myw. R.'s Livelihood

Mre. R, lived in her own homa, which had not deen nationalised,
In addition S0 harself, there vare Shree temants in the houss (in 2- room
apartwents), each of vhom paid har a monthly rent of 25 rublss. Mrs, R.
algo hed $o pay the wabor tax; the tomants had to pay the costs of heate
ing apd lightimg. Mrs. R. had a 1ittls vegetsble garden at ber disposal
pext o har house; this vas a good Sourca of inocms. Afher her husband's
death, 1. s. since 1953, ¥rs. Richtars raceived bis pension (shie wag never
employed harself) in the amount of 198 rublas per month (astusily caly
195 rubleg, as she had to give 3 rubles each aonth to the mailman who
brought ths mousy)e To b able 0 eat wore or 1sss decantly, s person
has to spend about 200 rubles a momh for food. She hed 6o pay & stste
tax on . bar house in the amownt of 600 mibles per year, in addition, of
comse, to paying for all repair amd eleaning vork, and other neocessary
expenses., Somshov she was 'sble to mmke ends woet) m,uuh&u‘t‘
besn for the suppexrt by her ehildven (in the form of peckeges sent to
w)mmm.atmﬁunmm-ymao_um. 012 people,
vho are no langer able to work and whose pensions are small (100 rbles
or even less), are able to subeist by selling furnitwre amd olothing.




el
¢
3

However, the best way to wake monsy is to rent so~called "sleeping
quarters" to stulents or single employees; because of thegausmg ghorte
age in Riga, they pay 100 rubles or even more per uonth for a "phee

to shop "

Information sbout Riga and Ceneral Living Conditions in Rigs

| Riga is orowdled with Russians. Mrs. R. believes that at least one
balf of Rign's inhabitents are Ruseians. The latter bebave like the trm.
pasters, they look down on the latvians and eammot stand them. On the
* cther hand, the Iatvian residents sre daily in hopeless disagresvent
with the B.x_:,&aﬁns. Po avoid open clashes in dealing with t}u Russians «e
in gtores, on the streat, and at places of employment ~~ the latvians
are even forced to spesk Russian among thamselvas.

All var-time debris vers removed a long time agos dwring the £ivey
postwar ysars all residents had to go out on Bundays (aor anmy days off
from work) to help in removing the debris.

Thare ds a grest deal of construstion in Rigaj new spartments are
usually nnaw to Ruseian ufficisls or mswly arrived Russisn workers.
The latvians have to wait for many years for new npurbmnu, and it bhap-
* pens only rarely that they are able to get Shem. Rige has been exaamled
in area; for example, in Pardamva (on the Zemgmle aide of tha Dansava
River) khc noew residential districts extend in the dtrection 0" Jolgava .
On tha former sandy expanscs of Zispniekkalns and Bisumuize thera m
now multistaried amrtmnt houses and asphalhed gtreats, Altomvu
ulahasMenemndadumruBm1minandlhrm In place of

the forver single bus nnetothisma,hbmnmsmnowinom-
ation., Bus Ho 25 goes as far as the Marupe Kolkhoz, m.mmwo 5




goes 0 the Marupe peat bogs along Visnfbas gatve (Jelgavas Chausses).

Two streetear lines (No 5 snd 10) also service this area, instead of the
forwer single streetcar line. The Riga svburbte on the Vidzems side are
also being expanded; howsver Mrs. R 234 not know this area g0 wall. In
the sity of Rigs 16861f there are wany vov buildings, imcluding publia
busldings amm subools, uhmriec, ata, '

Riga 1e very alean, much clsamer than Moseow, Thave gre many parke
and areas planted with flowexs, In Russla, Riga 18 eallal "the edty of
flowsrs”, | '

Mm-mningotssmummedmwm. For exsple,
tham-mmiwnt!arﬁwhhinﬁoﬁmhhmuphi&dhg‘th

people as "Dayvorov bhas marzied Harila.” In genernl, the latvian pecple

st;ll use ths o)d street names rronift:tvian irdepanience period, and
they {gnore the new mames introdused by the Communisss, hay rarely
use the words “citizen™ end "comrade™, and latvians smong themselves
85111 sddress one amﬁlwr a8 "Hr." and “Nra."

In add1ti0n to bLribery, ancther vice imtrodused by the Ruselars,
1. e. gtealing, i3 wilesyread. Everybody stenls, beginning with the
workers and ending vith the directore. Black maret operstions slso
contime to exist on a largs eeale. This applfes especially to ths
trade %o huilAing usterialas 16 is permitted to butld private hosss
(onummsamofm mmmaqmmm),mmouu
even graxts losue for this zmxmmm,mmuwm

camnot be purchused anywhers in the opan market and have to be obtsined
through the blsck market for exurbitant prices) cin persoms selling
the matarials bave wsually atolsm them from various plsces. The same
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applies to private transport; all this is done "in the dark.” There-
fore, the comstruction of privete homes usually takes years and al-
wost no one has bBeen sble tom into his home before a 3¢ya§fpere
,.0f effortss even at that time the houses are not yet finished,

t:hsy have no baths, fauwsets, and other details.

Rev Congtrustion Projects in Pardaugava of Esomowmis or Military Significance -

Hear the Riga bridges on the Zeugale sids, the Redio Factory
iment Popov was rebullt during the postvar ysars. m factory open=-
1y groduses redfo ssts. The fastory 1s safd to employ several thousand
vorkers.

The former Arsenal of the lLatwvian Army has been greatly enlarged
and it 15 believed that it continues to serve military needs. The mme
ber of workers in this uﬁabliahnmt iz said to be several thousands,

The nev bridge across the Devgava 18 very modern; it has twoevay
streatoar traffis, in addition to two-vay sotor vehiels traffic. The
bridge has modern lighting and wide sidewalks for pedestrians on both
sides, |

Only ome of the former ircn hridges has been vestored, 1. o., the
railroad bridge, The woolen bwidge at the end of Garkije fela (fai»-
wer Valdemara iela), built after the war, is said to be unsafe for
‘traffis; it wvas plammed to bave it torm down and replatced by the fdr-.-
mer pontoon bridge.

In addition, several nev achooh and other public buildings were
buils mPudaugnvn Hobamehwnrc\mm mhrd-mva, ad no
ocau:ation foraes are stationed thu'a '
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Military Matters in Riga

The old wain post-office buildimg is still oceupied by the Rus~
sian Haval 8¢hool ( thsy all wsar Navy yniforms). Near the eity camal,
in the vicinity of the radio towers, some wderground shelter hag been
butilt. m peopls say that {t was built and arrenged as gn aive-raid
shelter for some military or seourity agensy offieials,

Cultural Life in Riga

Mre. R. attonded the Rigs Opera and theaters saveral times. She
only wenmt to the performances of claspicsl works. Most of the Late
vians do the same, thoy 4o not stternd the Commmist propagands perfore
menses. The stage seenery is sald to be very good, and the Riga Opers
bas a very good ballet. Ths Russian movies are usually seen by Russians
only. Thay all have a propaganda livs, thersfore the Iatvians do mot

care for them.
Fares in

Bus =< 90 kopackej trollay-bus e~ O kopecks) and streatoar =e
30 Xopecks. "

Qarrespondence with Fereign Cowstries and Receigh of Forein Packages

; m,-'n. is convinged that all letters going sbroad and received
from alpdad are censored. The dontents of packsges recaived (from the

West)/Are also inspected, Letters ave delivered at home, and cutgoing
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letters can be dropped in any mailbox. Only registered latters have
to be dslivered personally at the post affica.

When gsomsone receives a paskage from adroed, he must piek 1t wp
at the main .post office, at the corner of the former Brivides amd More
kela iela (farmer Peitelverg store). A notiee is sent to the person’s
howe stauug that a package has srrived and 1t has to be plaoked
persomny Farmerly pneh:gos eould als50 e roootved at ths local
post offices. ’ '

. Jelgave

Mrs. R. has alfo besn in Jelgave. The area along the resd from
Riga to Jslgava is more densely populated than it was duriig the ine
dependance pariod (Riga and Jelgava are being expanied toward ech
| othar). Avﬁe; modern bridge hes been built across the Lislupe near

Jelgava. The Jelgava Castle 1s being restored axd enlarged. Tiw old
castle has a new tin roof, In the fall, large quantities of sugarbeets
are piled up in open spaces aqovering several bagtares near the Jeigava
Sugar Factory. The sugarboets are nov apparently shipped to Jelgava
from other regicns of Russia. o

A modern bus terminal has been built on the former Pasta fsla
(mrs. R, eould not exactly identify the spot, but according to ber
dasaription 1t should be there), Buses leave frov there o muy cen-

texe of latvia.
The Latvian Agricultural Acadamy has returned to the Jelgava

Castle, There are also several new bulldings in the perk of the Jel-

gava Castle, probebly soze harbor offices or other goverment vuildings.




CERREY

There are weny Dev buildings in Jelgava amd the city is being
restared (dwring the war 1t was burmed down ccupletely).

Burel Areas

m.n.wmnwmehemmmmlmnmwe
in the rursl arwas; Only on the dasis of hesrsay. During ths first
mmmmmasmwmvmmmmmum
other kolkhoses neartyy, vhere pecple med to go to "beg” for milk or
mmmm;ummmsam&amnam
at that bime, ' |

ﬁuntth»nktwh!&mawfmmmmmmm
otlm-a,_ et 1t 1s oanlar theve toamlfmfen'om'e own catble, and
it 48 also poun»la %o mnm" hmtmrwm'ammeuﬁ'on
aairyarmtmm

m»«mmmmmmommmumumm
mmnmku‘tonnbmwwmabuwmme. Thase
-m,umnmmetm,m,mvmmu
m«m@awmmmammzouwmwkm
pockat. mmlweummmwmmtmntmx
therefore gverywms is leaving the ferms. mmuamw
and overything is going to ruin, Nigs ustmmmemat
attvaction. -

Zrade
Toa otares um,mw-mmmmmmm,
hwanmmmrgm. Ommbww&m;hmm,m




people do not have tho money to buy even gll the nscessities. If psople
somatines stan@ in front of the stores, it is not betause of a shortage

of gooda, but because of an irreguler distribution of supply: it also N
happers that 1lines forz ot the end of a working day vhen the people hur-
Yy $0 make their purehases, wainly of groceries.

Al the old ét;mbnﬂdima in Riga heve now besn put indo use,
and uew shopping Gistricts are being buslt, %he largest Rigs departe
went store (Univermag, former ABV) is being enlarged. The wmore expens
sive goods are bought only by higher Commnist Party offieials, mainly
Rusedans, Thay atd1l consider Latvis as the best plage to live in the
eutire Boviet Union.

Sending People $0 Work Oubside latvia .

Kase mat:lons, such as took plase in 1949, have not occewrred
any more. However, latviams are nov sometimes sent $o work in Russia.
Thozs who greduated from higher eduscationel institubions are usually
placed in jobs by Tthe appropriate commigeion, Most of them do want
to stay in letvis, maisly in Riga, bub they ave occasionally assigred
to Joba in c%!".er repiblies, Mre. R. doubts whether this u‘aom Eind
of & spsoiel placoment policy for Latvians. Quite a fev go to work in
other vepublics volintar(ly, particularly to the Ukraine and obher

places,.

Deportees (Geported betwean 1941 and 1949) are now said to be )
allowed to return home (bhat is cupposed to be nxr\ﬂ%vw vearit )s
hovever, mnw are said to remin voluntarily in Bibderia and othar
places of deporteticn, vhare they have settled dovn Guring thoss
yesrs. In Latvla, on the other hand, those ¥ho returned from
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dsportation have difficulties in finding work and living quarters, and
tharefors they prefer to remain cutsida of their homeland. There bave
been etases vhere several dsportses, who had retwned to latvia, vent
back to thelir deportation places.

Religicus Matbers

The churches are attendsd both by old and young people. They also
g0 to Holy Commmion; and got married, eonfirmed and have their chile
dren baptized in Church., Even Commmist Party wombers often do that.
Ths parishes or churches (mwingtheﬁstow) Bave to be maintained
by the parishioners with the help of regular anoual dues and contribue
tions,

The new cerewoniss introduced by the Cowmmists $o replaee chureh
- ceremoniss, such as the "soming~of«ags” celstration, and "mame-giving"
celadtration, are not popular with the people and therefore most of
them contimue to Bupport the Church, -

Zerrariss

Communist tarrorist methods continue $o reign in latvia with the
game intensity, People are under daily surveillance, Mrs. R, also vas
quegtioned somal.tim about her peighbces by Cheka offisialst 1. .
vhere they work, how they live, vhom they weet, ete.

Arrents and "mamnmu of people” conBinue to oecu-«.' If sxxye
cne i3 arrested in the daybime, the Cheka officials arrive in a ear
Dearing Red Cross idenbification sigms (similar o subulantes) and
therefors they do not attract the neighbvors” attention.
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- Peaple have he.rned'eo speak and think without attrecting at-

tention. Uaually no one gate into a comvergation vith a stranger and
if any questions axe answered, 1t Is dowe 4in such a wvay as to praise
the Soviet regime, People theve vant to live snd they have to learn

how to do 1t,

Young Peopls
Mrs. R, belleves that the yowsg latwiams ave "all right,” It ia
true that weny of them join the Romsomol, Lut that happens minly in
Riga, In provinelal areas there are fower Kowsomolsj even in Pardau-
gave thers are not 9o many. The way through the Xomeowol affords vider
possibilities of edusation, as vell as better employment grospscte.
Eardevorking young pecple vay slfio make their way without the Komsomol,
Mml.MaMMiﬂMcmmmmmaW
(rwm,mmmaemmmmmmmmm,m
former restdence of the Latvian Btate President); howgver, that does not
iogress the young Labviane very muth, Mrs. R. bad heard that many "frive
olous" young people Join the Eommomol; aey Somwetimea sell the qlothes
vhich are given oub to them end vasta the money by buying Leassream, or
spend 1% for other purpcces. Hven the young people lmarn to be silent
and knovw bow to eay ouly vhat the Party ellows and what pleases the

Party.,
Restatanse to Commnism
mmmymawmmmm ?mm thare are J

nmmhwhmmmmdﬁnhmum,mmmm
Jmumncmmuu. mmxopmormumm
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a ohange must come. And everyone is wvaiting for it.

Othar Information

Few Russian soldiers sre seen on the l_itmm of 313\. It s ba-
lieved that they remain mostly in ths barracks. Mrs. R. conld nct make
any estimats as to the number of military personnel in Riga. There are
many parsdss,

m frequently listen to forelgn brosdeasts. Audibility is
vettar in rural avess than in Riga vhere there iis mioch - interference
(ons san hear better at certain hours and somstimes only parts of btrosd-
casts). It is not officially prohibited to listen, bub it is dangerous
to dfscuss in public vhat has been heard. This can be done only among
very good friecis,

Mre. R. meutionsd with sincere apprecistion the great courtesy and
conpideration shown to her by the employees of the US Consulate and per-
hsonally by the Copsul in Moscow, in the handling of ber immigration mate
ter,

Comrents

Tt was very difficult to establiszh any comtact in the comversation
with Wes. R, Ber scm said that 1€ the vialy had ccowrred immsdiastely af-
tar her arrival in this country, Mrs. R. would have been even less talke
ative. People who arrive from countries behind the Irom Curtatn have
their system of answering questions: thay vever confirm that they have
- seen anybhing personally, Dut usually say, for example, "I vas $old
about. 1%, I heard, etc,” Mrs. R. Dever meationsd the name of amy pere
son, that 18 ancther method of * not causing trouble" for ons's fellove
men. Thus, for esampls, I could not £ind out vhat relatives or friends
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of hers (and vhere) had romained in Isbvia. I also failed to Pind
‘out.the nama of the lady with whom she traveled frow Riga %o Moscow,
vandtluntoth@m. mzcoummmmemmmmw
-m aceomnud to Moscow by her daughter (who then returned to Rm
'ummeumvhuhmnmmmmormuuvommm
utm»mmucumm),amthattbmdmcw
‘hAymMsmwhttumumammmton-
coma, aimtotsutth. Misanamubh mthodorcanceg;m
thinalundnat@tumothnmommolwdinumm .

s, n.qnomimmmaummmtmm£umu.
.'_.ofwunmtou. suucomma_eommthuemm,-mmu
- ‘with her children and grandchildren, bit she Speaks with st zunng
. abowmmtry.mmmmm-menm.

Mrs. n.u:wuumw m-nmne.mntmwhmumum'
'atiuammstommqmtlammtwthntmmn. Bhe

lﬂnu to choch wtim vith oamter-qmstiom
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