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SUBJECTs GCol. Otto HATZ

l. Exsmination of German documents csptuwred during World Wer
II has produced a maries of doouments dealing with subject, an Huagarian
Colonal, who worked for the Abwely and defacted to the Soviets in
Novewber 194hs The documents were originally held in England by
the Department of State and the British suthorities and have since
been miorofilmed and returined to the Boun dovermment, They are e
rently held in Washington by the Department of State where they may
be viewed by referring to Serial 9k, frames 106925 Wmem.
and Seriel 1763 frames 405262 through 105279, Priante of these frames

are sttached,

2, 8ince the avallable documents rangs from December 1943 to

November 19hk and singe it appears that many documents wers not kept
in this particular fils, a comprehensive chronologlesl ascount of
subject!s activities eannot be supplied, However, based on the materials
found in Serial 94 (a "cable dispateh” from the Oerman Fmbassy in
Sofia dated 22 December 1942) it appesrs that subjeot was sent ae
a representative of the Hungarian Jovermment,of that day to disocuss
with two Amsricans the possibility of Humgary's defection from the
Axie and ite active participation in the fight against Germany,
Unbsknown to the Hangarians (and to the Amsricans), subject had in-
forned the Germans of these discussiens and repeatedly requested
that his actions on the German behalf not be disclosed to anyons,
including Hungarian offieials even 1f the Hungarians chose officially

to advise the Cermens of the approach by the Americsns, Subject
msem:urnm«nmwm&smnw“azmm
193, In the evening of thet sams day he laft Sofia for Budapest,
having spparently first sdvised ths suthor of the "cable dispateoh,”
fau BECEERLIE, of the resulls of bis talk with the Americane, In
Budawt be was to rondm' his report to the Hungarisn Chief of Staff,

3. The following is & sumsary of the information subject furnished
to BECKERLE regsrding his discuseion with the Amerigans:

8, Subject met two Americans in Ystanbul on 18 December
1943 and proceeded with them to a private residence, the location
of which subject could not regall ax they changed csrs several
times, The Americans were L5 to 50 years old and, in subject's
cpinion, were "special repreecentatives of the imerican Headguarters,



in particulsr, of the American Intelligence Service". Subject
further felt that they were specialists in Furopsan matters
and thet -~ according to their own statements -~ they were in
charge of American groups or “Special Representatives in Stook-
holm, Bewn, end Madyid",

b, The fmericans felt that a rapid decision to leave the
Axiz wves 8 requirement Bungary could not overleok 4f 1t desired
te have even 8 moderate influence on post-war decisions con-
cerning bordeys, ete, Ths Americans felt that the time for
the decinion was woat opportune, 1.e., morve opportune than during
their previous discussion with subjeot in Istambul. (This indt-
cates that subject had hed at lemst one previous mesting with
them, although documents concerning the mecting have not been
looated), Subject replied that he had advimed his
mmmummmmmwwmmpmmu,
and that he (subject) had been instructed to inform the Amerdicans
that Hangary alvays support Cermmry in its £ight against
mummmmummm
danger for Furcpe. The Amerdcans were vielbly disappointed
and felt that there was 1o need for further discusaion. However,
subject gave them the opportunity to try axd wee additional
srguments whieh resulted in airing the questions of TITO emd |
his reeognition by the Americare as well as the American position

Auptyia, At the conolusion of the talk subject indl--
ntdthathd@xthamméummkmmmw
Metfor&mmyiam&umferiﬂée@wm Would the

mﬂm commniets?” The ke i ym

mtmmmwwmmmmm_mznm

end of the war eveyy nation would be able to detmnd a8 mwh

a8 1t had earned. Atm:pemtauhjwtumathn”mm
him in ¥ and reiterated Hungery's -

original position that it . be imuih}.e for &maxy evey

4. In the conelustion of his report, BECKERLE etated that the
“mncmm , {£m) GYCRGY® who hed srrenged for the ummm

-uathmmum,mmmmﬂmmmm:am

exoited about the faot that be (it iz not clesr whethey am: or
subject was meant here) had negotisted with the Amsyicans, According
to the report "jealousy between the British snd the Amevicsns (is)
very intense”. The yeport also stated thet the Mungarien Consul
Gemoral in Istanbul, fra WVARY protested etrongly to subject that
the Htmgmn agent GM! lm! been sending telegrems to subject
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from Istanbul and that (as a result) OYORGY was considered by him
(UJVARY) and by the British as being & Oerman aceant. Subjest, who,
the report says managed to allay UJVARY's fears, felt that UJVARY
was connected with the British,

Se Following subject's negetiations with the Amerieans in
Deoember 1943, there seems te be a gap in the meterials as the next
document (Berial 1763) wes dated 22 March 194k and very generally
recounted subject's nesotiations with the Americans. According to
the dooument whieh was a cable seant from Sofia by BEGKERLE, subjeet
had related that the Chief of the Hungarian General Staff discusssd
the negotiations with Admiral GANARIS and had decided that the OJermans
did not wish thom to be continued. The cable also contained the
following additional information congerning subjects

ae About the time of the asble, subjeot had given up his
residance in Sofia,

b. He continually complained about his intsllipence astivity
in Turkey, because he was entdrely depandent upon himsslf there;
he could get no support in Turkey from ths Abwehr which had
been rendsred ineffeotive by VERMEHREN's defection; and he had
no intsrest in turning to Hungarian Jews in Turkey whe were
agtive in intelligence,

0e Subjest felt that the only remaining poseibility was
to maintain contact with the Naval Attache fnu MARWITZ

The fiual senternse in BROKERLE's cable indiscated that he had besn
requested to conduct an investigation of subjeot. This conclusion
is drawm from the statement that the above was all the information
he could gather &t the time and that he would tranamit additional
information as soun as pessible,

6 Onm 19 April 19hli BECKERLE sent another cabls from Sofla
t0 Barlin in wiich he gtated the followings

"He (subject) visited the embassy in order to request a
transit visa for Vienns, Hs (subjeot) advised that ome of his
collaborators was spproashed by the Ameriesns with the reguest
to earry & w/t set to a particulsar psrmon in Visnna. The cole
laborator agreed to this, on his (subject's) ordsrs. He (subject)
now desires to discuss this matter with the Abwehr office in
Vienna and plans to fly to Vienna ror that purpose, He expacts
mach from this operation, becsuse, if ably handled, American
gonnections with Austrian resistance eircles ecould be uncovered,
He would 1ike to request that his collaborator be issued a w/t
set in Vienna, that the code be copied, and that the traffiec
be monitored gso that all involved parties ecould be apprehendsd
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after everyons concernsd had been clearly identified, Hs desires
to contagt the chief of the Abwelr Jn Sofia in order that his
arrival in Vienna may be sppropriately announced."

The second paragraph of the cable deslt with subject's impressions
concarning. Turkey which he felt would remain neutral, at lsast during
that period of ths war, as the bombings and the resulting destruotion
of Balkan cities had exerted an effect wpon the Turke, The final
paragraph of the cable stated the following:

"Ag far as he (subject) is concernsd, he had completely
refrained frem asctive participstion in intelligence because
as is knowm, he had heen so instructed by his govermment, asnd
because during his disoussion with Admiral CAHARIS he had gained
the irpression that CANARIS was opposed to it. Unfortunately
recent dsvelopments had caused the German Intelligense Service
to breskdown compls tely, which is especially regrettable in
view of the iaterestin: situations in Turkey. e British and
Americans there work separately but along completsly parallel
directions; at times thay work oven, against each other. Only
when opposing the Russians, who, incidentally conducted themselves
very ably when se involved, they (ths Amoricans and the British)
follow an identical, almost subservient, line of gsutious action.”

BECEKERLE concluded his cable by sayinz that subject would depart
for Vienna on the following day by regularly scheduled aircraft,

T. On 2l April 1944k fuu AL TENHURG of the office of the Cerman
Foreign Mirdster sent an informal note to fru WAONER, a high offieial
of the Forelgn !ﬁnﬂ.ﬂr? in which 1t vas stated that BECKSRILE's eable
{see para: reph 6 sbove) hed arcused deep mistrust in the Cerman Foreimn

 Minister who felt that the matter related in the cabls gives "the
impression of semething being rotten®, In view of this the Foreign
Mnister requestsd that the SD be contacted so that it may bs detarmined
by intense surveillanse “whether (subject) mizht not he utilised

in some way"., The Foreign Minister also requasted that he be informed
by the SD regarding the eonduct of the case,

8. In response to this request by the Usrmen Foreign Minieter
an approprists ecmmanication was sent to the Chief of the Securt
Police and the 5D, 58~Oberfushrer fma SCHRLLENHERG on 27 April 19hk.
The note stated that ooples of BECKERLEYs cablee dated 22 Mareh and
19 April 1%Ll ware attached, No raply from the 5D had basa received
by 2 June 194k and hence a tiokler nots was sent to tne 5D on that
data, On 8 or 9 June (the date is obscure) 1%Ll a reply was received
from the 8D and was ehown to the Foreign Ministsr. The following
is a translation of the reply: _

"Subjeets Coleomsl HATZ, formerly in Sofia and Ankara, now
in Budapest




"hen Colonel HATZ weg the Hungerian Mlitary Attache in
Sofis, he sesumed contsot with Anglo-American circles for intel-
ligence purposes. This wee sanctioned by the Chief of the Abwehr
Office in Sofias, Col. Dr. fun DFLIUS. He (HATZ) was prepared
o plase him contasts st the dlasposal of Germen offices. With
the recall of Lt. Col, ADAY, Gol. HATZ also conmfucted the business
of the Mlitaxry Attache in bnksra HWith this assignment his
contacte (with Anglo-American eireles) were intensified. The
results of his contacts were always reported to the Chief of
the Abwehy wise in Sufis.

*The t-alegm transmitted by the Gorman Tovoy in Sofia
to the Foreign Minister, represent proper excerpts of detalled
reports sutmitted by B2 th the Abwehe chief L Sofia.

"HATZ 18 judged by this office to be pelitically relisble.
He sspecially confirmed this (fudgement) following the perisd
19 Maych 1944 vhen, contrery to mumercus other members of Hungarian
missions in neutyal ecountries, mZmimdleyaltothegwm
ment of SZTCOJA.

Ripproval for the reguest & the Foreign Minister, to use
HATZ for Germsn purposes had consequently already been prepered
by this office. His utiliwation in this respect would appear to
be most promising.

"In the beginning of My ,Mever,wz‘.mamstedhythe
Comendey of the Security Polise in Hungary, becmume (the remainder
of the sentence is illegible but generally socemed to deal with s
widespread plot against the Hungsrian Government of that dey).
The investigation, however, completely exonerated HATZ and his
nhno:anwad Ag & yesult of the arrest the view existed in
the 'Hangarisn Honved Mintstyy that HATZ had been compromised
and conld mot assume the post of Mlitary Atteche. In erder
to rehabilitate HATZ, mot only intermally, but to the cutside
muumn-mwwwuuaamuamwem
ean be detested ~ it has bean planned to name HATZ Adjutant to
the Honved Mnister, Gel. m(xm)cmuuwmmmm
Deputy Honved Minister Col. Gen. (fem) RUSZ)

“ith the assigmment of HATZ to a position which ties him to
~ the interior of Hungmyy, the opportunity to ubilize him in en intel--
ligence operation mmtmemay powers is precluded from a
procticsl point of view."

9. A succeeding dosument in the series is completely illegible.
towever, on 29 Juns 1944, fm UAGKFR an offieisl of the Gem
Ministyy replied to the above findings of the & in a compers
informal note which was addressed: "Dear Kemerad scm
The following is a tyanalation of the xeply:
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“In your commicstian dated 9 Jume 1944, you tranamitted
your position reganiing the eese of Col, HATS., Tour position
has been brought to the attention of the Foreign Minister,

"In accordance with my imstructions I am sdvising you that
your favoreble decision concerning Col. HATZ 1s in no way ahared
- by the Foreign Minlater, particularly eince it was HATZ who, on
mwetmmmsammxmumaﬂwmmm
Ankaya, and then tried to olear himself by cunmingly edroit
intimations which he made to the Abwehr chief in Sofis. & well
as to um, memwmmrumwwwmm
that the greatest distrust and reatest esution (when deeling)
with HATZ is verrvented, mmtuzgcrmmnuﬁanuhem
receive support !‘mm. The Forelign Minister mﬁen 1t especially
undesivable that HATZ now be given the position of t.to
the Honved Minister. That HATZ remained loyal to 847 Al’
awmnrmmummmummm
arose, xum-wmwamwmmmtmwm)
VEESPNMAYER's views in this case were alsg sollcited.
ot tyust HATZ 4in eny menner despite his (HATZ's) mlmc (fm
confinement), particulsriy since, after his relesse, HATZ sttempted
wlmﬁtwmwthtm All 4in el), HATZ
uewamwmaeragumtmmmcmum
“ro :

10, In & cable from Budapest dated 1l7nbovenber 1944, fmu VEFSFN-
mmwmm:mwaefmmmmmm. iecording
to the cable, subjeot's last position was "Chief of Staff of the 6th
Wthn(uw) w(ammteww«mmmmw

same position with the 7th Bungsrian (Army) Corps).
m::ammtummwmmmmmam
MMMMW&MW&MMW@%WM&
mutdmurmmfnrmwmm ,
however, not help 1t that subject "received . ' :
and that a different type of evaluation hin existed in
(uumuo:)mmmmm»ermmamw.
. The cable also related that during 15 end 16 Outober 1944, the
ﬂmwlimmmmjntmmmtmmtemrMsWr
of War, OBATAY, his behaviour wes wmsuslly mﬁl{ Agoording to
VERSENMAYER, . fom WINKFLMAHN (not further ide believed that
wm'ammwnmmummummmmmm-
lost al) bellef in a final German vietory, The desertion wvas saild
to have had & very "uncomforislle®™ resction among txoops st the front.

11, According to a memorsndum to fnu WERKMEISTIR of the Office
et‘ ﬁw Unﬂoueamtm of Staie for Folitical Matters dauted 15 November
by the office of the Foreign Minister, signed by fmm
.at';a mwmmmmmammmmammnm
mms@vmswummmnm en eppeal (by subject)
to fight Germany. In the mm LE&‘&K edvised that the Foreign

wfom




Minister desived to present an evaluation of the case to HITIFR and
for that resson he requested that all meterials converning the osmge
be compiled. It was particularly stressed by the Foreign Minister
that ro information be gathered outside the Forelgn Ministry. 4e an
edd to the identificetion of aubject it wes stated that “he had been
in various missions in Ankara and Sofis as well as Mlitery Atteche
in Athens." A very brief summary of events a8 they are deseribed in
the above paragraphs is inoluded smong the attached documents, prob-
ebly prepared for HITLFR'g bLrdefing.

.12, All persons nemed in the attachment have been recorded shove,
No Agenoy trmoing of persous In the attschment bas been conducted.
However, SR/CT has edvised thet subjeot is of interest to that branch
as he is inmvolved in the CROYN cage. It 15 requested that coordin-
ation be effected vith this Staff if this information 12 to be trans-
mtted to the field or pessed to another intelligence service.

Distribution:
Orig. & 1-G/0L/, RY/C =1 8R/COF/CE
1-EE/G
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1-CI/ops
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