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SUBJECT* Col. Otto HAT?

1. ftemination of German docents captured during World War
II has produced a series of documents dealing with subject, an Hungarian
Colonel, who worked for the Abwehr and defeated to the Soviets in
November 1944. The documents were originally held in Zeeland by
the Department of State and the British authorities and have since
been microfilmed and returned to the Bonn Covermeent. They are oaw.
rently held in Washington by the Department of State where they JAY
be viewed by referring to Serial 940 froi•!, 1%925 throush 106931
and Serial 1763 frames 405262 through 40079. Prints of theme frames
are attached.

2. Since the available documents range from December 1943 to
November 1944 and since tt appears that many documents were not kept
in this particular file, a comprehensive chronological account of
subjeotg e activities Gannet be supplied. However, based on the materials
found in Serial 91s (a "cable dispeteh" from the Osman Eibasey in
Sofia dated 22 December 1942) it appears that subject was sent as
a representative of the Hungarian Oevernmentof that day to discuss
with tee Anerioans the possibility of timmos74 s defection from the
Axis and its active participation in the fight against GOMM.
Unbeknown to the Hungarians (and to the Americans), subject had in.
formed the Germans of theme discussions and repeatedly requested
that his actions on the Carman behalf not be disclosed to amens
including Hungarian officials even if the Hungarians oboes officially
to advise the Germans of tee approach lAy the American.. Subject
left Sofia for Istanbul en 16 Vecolhor 1943 and returned on 22 December
1943. In the evening of that 44MO day he left Sofia for Budapest,
having apparently first edvised the author of the "cable dispatch,"
fhu BECKICHLE, of the results of his talk with the Americans. In
Budapest he was to render his report to the Hungarian Chief of Staff,
fen SOMSATOM

3. The following is a mammary of the informatien subject furnished
to MOW regarding his discussion with the Amerisenes

a, Subject met tels Americans in Ietenbui on 18 December
•1943 and proceeded with than to a private residenee,. the location
of which subject *meld not recall aa they changed oars several
times. The Americans were 45 to 50 years old and, in eakjectis
opinion, were "special representatives of the American Headquarters,



in particular, of the American intelligence Service". Subject
further felt that they were gpecialists influnpean matters
and that - according to their own statements - they were in
charge of American group* or "Special Bcpreeentativee in Stock-
holm, Bon, and Madrid".

b. The Americans felt that a rapid decision to leave the
Axis was a requirement Sawa would not overlook if it desired
to have even 4 moderate influence on poet-war decisions coo.
earning borders, eta, The Americium felt that the tine for
the decision was seat opportuue, i.e.,more opportune than during
their previous diplomates with subject in Istanbul. (This
totes that subject bad had at least one previous meeting with
them, although documents concerning the meeting have not been
located). Subject reglad that be had advised his ontleriev,
run CBMIR4 or the desires eSpreased by the Amnions previously,
and that be (subject) bad been Instructed to info= the Americas
that Hammy MOM 43310YO • support Germany in its fight against
collouni004 as anger, moguls.° that sommuniam is an astute
danger for Purope. The American were visibly disappointed
and felt that there was no need for further discussion. tieweeer,
subject pee that the opportunity to try and tee additional
ergemeets which resulted in siring the questions of TITO and
his recognition by the Amities= as well as the American position
concerning Austria. At the eenoluston of the talk subject Wit-
sated that be might be owed and asked the Americus ghat they
could offer Ilkingegy in return for its defection. Would the
Americana be prepared to guarantee "Bengali' s* 1,000 yea: old
border, even against the eommeeiste" The A40261404 replied
that no nation should toy with enety illusions and that at the
end of the wee every nation wed be able to-demand as mph
as it bad earned. At this point subject assumed the nine which
had bean given to Ms in Budapest* and reiterated Husgary's
original position that it *will be impossible for Hungary over
to bear arm* against Oreamone. The Americans MK** up the coo-
Serene* by stating that *in such ease Azeriouttosibero would
sone Over Halegare. Subject left the door open for further
aegotiations hy slating that he 	 trenMttthe Movie=
viewpoint to his sapariere in atabrent.

4. In the toeslusloa of his most, BMW stated that the
4110egatien nest (stml) OUDOT* who bed arranged for the negotiations
with the Amertearie, had advised subject that the British wereinmenentli
molted about the toot that be (it is not clear whether Mtn or
subject was mesa bore) had negotiated with the Americans. According
to the report "jealousy between the British and the Amewiesna (is)
very intense*. The report also stated that the Hungarian Conga
General in Istanbul, tau MARY protested stronglY to subject that
the Hungarian agent GIORGI bad been seeding telegrams to inghielot



from Istanbul and that (as a result) GreROY was considered by him
(MARY) and by the British as being a German agent. Subject, who,
the report "says managed to allay Utivar's fears, felt that QVABY
was connected with the British.

5. Following subject's negotiations with the Americans in
December 1943, there seems to be a gap in the materials as the next
document (Serial 1763) was dated 22 March 1944 end very generally
recounted subject's, negotiations with the Americans. According to
the document which was a cable *ant from Sofia by DEMALE, subject
had related that the Ohief of the Hungarian General Staff discussed
the negotiations with Adeira1 04144RIS and had decided that the Germane
did clot wish them to be (maimed. The cable also contained the
following additional information concerning subjects

a. About the time of the *able, subject had given up his
residences in Sofia.

b. Ha continually complained about his intelligence activity
In Turkey, because he was entirely dependent upon himself there;
he could get no support in Turkey from the Abwehr which had
been rendered ineffective by VEHMEHRSH I a defection; and he had
no interest in turning to Hungarian Jews in Turkey who mere
active in intelligence.

0, Subject felt that the only remaining possibility was
to maintain contact with the Naval Attache mu MAHWITZ$

The final sentence in BKOKEHLE's cable indieated that he had been
requested to conduct an investigation of subject. This conclusion
is drawn from the statement that the above was all the information
he could gather at the time and that he would trannmit additional
infermation as WW2 as possible.

6. On 19 April 1944 BMGKERLN sent another cable from Sofia
to Berlin in which he states' the followings

HMO (subject) visited the embosser in order to request a
transit visa for Vienna. He (subject) advised that one of his
collaborators was approached by the Americans with the request
to carry a wit set to a particular person in Vienna. The cele
laborator agreed to this, on his (subject's) orders. He (subject)
now desires to discuss this matter with the Absehr office in
Vienna and plans to fly to Vienna for that purpose. He expects
much from this operation, because, if ably handled. American
connections with Austrian resistance circles could be uncovered.
He would like to request that his collaborator be issued a wit
set in Vienna, that the code be copied, and that the traffic
be monitored so that all involved parties could be apprehended
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after ever7040 concerned had been clearly identified. He desires
to contact the chief of the Abeehr in Sofia in order that his
arrive' in Vienna may be appropriately announced."

The second paragraph of the cable dealt with subject's impressions
ooneerning.Torkey which he felt would remain neutral, at least during
that period of the wer, as the bombings and the resulting destruction
of Balkan claws had exerted an effect upon the 'Perks. The noel
paragraph of the cable stated the ikaaxeMe40

"At far as he (subject) is concerned, he had completely
refrained from soave participation in intelligence because
as is known, he had been so instructed by his government, and
because during his discussion with Admiral CANARIS he had gained
the impression that CANARIS was opposed to it. Unfortunately
recant developments had caused the German Intelligenoe Service
to breakdown coagestelee which in especially regrettable in
view of the ieterestine situations in Tarkey. The British and
Americans there work separately but gong completely parallel
directions; at times they work even, against each other. Only
when opposing the Russians, who, incidentally conducted themselves
very ably when so involved, they (the Americans and the British) •

follow an identical, almost subservient, line of cautious action."

BEM= concluded his cable by saying that subject would depart
for Vienna on the following day by regularly scheduled aircraft.

7. On 24 April 1944 fnu ALTEWeUR0 of the office of the German
Foreign Minister sent an informal note to fnu WAGNER, a high official
of the Foreign Ministry in which it was stated that BEDURISl e cable
(see pararaph 6 above) had aroused deep mistrust in the German Foreign
Minister who felt that the matter related in the cable gives the
impression of something being rotten". In view of this the Foreign
Minister requested that the SD be contacted so that it may be determined
by intense surveillance "whether (subject) might not be utilised
in some way". The Foreign Minister also requested that he be informed
by the SD regarding the conduct of the ease.

8. In ralPopes to this request by the German Foreign Minister
an appropriate communication was sent to the Chief of the Securiey
Police and the Si), SpeOherfaehrer fnu SCHELLENBSRO on 27 April 1944.
The mete stated that copies of BECKER:We cables dated 22 Mars% and
29 April 1944 were attached. No reply from the SD had been received
by 2 June 1944 and hence a tickler note was sent to the SD on that
date. On 8 or 9 June (the date is obscure) 1944 a reply we received
from the SD and was shown to the Foreign Minister. The following
Is a translation of the replys

"Subjects Colonel MAU, formerly in Sofia and Ankara, now
in PUdapest

r.
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*When Colonel MATZ was the Hungarian MillterY Attache in
Sofia, he Resumed contact with Anglm-Americem circles for intel-
ligence purposes. This was sanctioned by the Chief of the Abwehr
Office in Sofia, Col. Dr. ftu DELIUS. He (RITZ) was prepared
to place his contacts at the disposal of German offices. With
the recall of Lt. Col. ADA!, Col. RAU also conducted the business
of the Military Attache in Ankara. With this assignment his
contacts (with Anglo-American circles) were intensified. The
results of his contacts were always reported to the Chief of
the Abwehr Office in Wis.

n"he telegrams transmitted by the German Envoy in Sofia
to the Foreign PlintitAap! represent proper excerpt* of detailed
reports submitted by MATZ to the Abwehr chief in Sofia.

"MATZ is judged by this office to be politically reliable.
He especially confirmed this (tidgement) following the period
19 Hersh 1944 when, contrary to numerous other members of Mangarian
missiles in neutral countries, MATZ remained loyal to the govern-
ment of SZTOIA.

*Approval for the request of the Foreign Minister, to use
MATZ for German purposes had consequently already been prepared
by this office. His utilisetion in this respect would appear to
be most promising.

*in the beginning of Mhy, however, MATz was arrested by the
Commander of the Security Felice in Hungary, because (the remainder
of the sentence is illegible but generally seemed to deal with a
widespread plot egainst the Muegerian Government of that dmy).
The laveetigstion, however, completely evonoratod MATZ and his
release followed. As a result of the arrest the view existed in
the ftngarian Mewed Ministry that MATZ had been compromised
end could not sesame the post Of Military Attache. In order
to rehabilitate NAM not only internally, but to the outside
world as well- and by this soaps a definite slop against Oermamy
eau be detected it hes been planned to name MATZ Adjutant to
the Homed Mideter, 04. Gen. (foe) CSATAT or Adjutant to the
Deputy Homed Nixtioter 001. Gen. (fm) RUSZKICSATAUDIGFR.

With the seeignment of MATZ to a position which ties kin to
the interior of Reogery, the opportunity to utilise him in an intel-
ligence operation against the enemy powers is precluded from a
practical point of view."

9. A succeeding document in the series is cospletely illegible.
However, on 29 June 1964, ten WAWA an official of the Germs Foreign
Alnistry replied to the above findings of the SD in a 	 tivelY
infernal not* which wan addressed; "Dear 'Amend SCHPILV 
The following is a translation of the reap



nu your communicaticadeted 9 JUAO 1944, you transmitted
your position regarding the clime of Col. gat. Tour position
has been brought to the attention of the foreign blaster.

"In accordance with imetructions I am advising you that
your favorabledecision concerning Col. KATZ is in no way shared
by the Foreign Minister, particularly /Once it we MATZ who, on
Odom of MALLAT and SOSBATI(1!LY negotiated with the enemy in
Adhere, and then tried to elver himself by cunningly adroit
intiaations which he made to the Abwehr chief in aotia.40,:vall
as to us. The foreign Blaster is consequently of the opinion
that the greatest distrust and the greatest eaOtion (when dealing)
With MATZ 10 warranted, and that under no condition is he to
receive support from us. The Foreign Stnistercensidere it especially
undesirable that MATZ now he given the position of Adjutant to
the Mowed Knitter. That MATZ remained loyal to 80TOZAT„ was
obviously done for the PorloOse or baring an alibi when the need
*nee. I. might aappleuent the ebove by noting that Envoy. (fnn)
TBZOPMMAYggis V1010 in this case were also Solicited. Me does
at trust am in eny manner despite his (Mfrs) release (from
confinement), particularly since after his release, MATZ attemOted
to secure emit to Ankara by frajulent means. All in all, MATZ
is obviously a crafty swindler against when all emotion IS called
for."

10. In a cable from Budapest dated 17nNovember1944, fun linsm
MAUR reported that subject had defected to the Soviets. According
to the cable, subject's last wanton yea *Chief of Staff of the 6th
Bougcrion (Army) Corp.," (a subsequent document claimed that be held
that same position with the 7th Ibmgarian (Are) Corps). Manna
further ststed that he had sent repeated mornings coneernieg subject
and that be had refused to receive himidmrdng the Pest months despite
repreeted remota five him for an appointment. VPSFAMant mead,
bower, net help it that subject *received	 hose and the,
end that ediftevent type of evaluation concerning him existed in
(the files of) the Ahwihr and the Mice of the Chief of the SS*.
The sable also related that during 15 and 16 October 1944, the &We
of the political shaft* when subject IMID Adjutant to the former Sinister
of WO", COSA; his behaviour was unnsual1Y seeeedir. iceording to
reggealint .fortilMXPIMANN (not further identified) believed that
mObject o s desertion use due to the basic cowardice and became be had
lost ell belief in a final German victory, The desertion was said
to have had a very ounometectable" reaction among troops at the front.

11. According to a memorandum to fnu WERINEISTYA of the Office
of the Undersecretary of State for Political Shtters dated 15 November
1944* PrePered by the office of the foreign Minister, signed byThu
UMW, Radio *scow wee said to have reported that :subject had fled
to the Soviets by aircraft and it had made public an appeal (by subject)
to fight Gamey. In the mommu*mtLOESCH advised that the Foreign



Minister desired to present an evaluation of the case to HITUR and
for that reason he requested that all materials concerning the ease
be compiled. It was particularly stressed by the Foreign Minister
that no information be gathered outside the 'ereign Ministry. As an
aid to the identification of *Object it was stated that The had been
in various missions in Ankara and Sofia as well as Military Attadhe
in Athens." A very brief eummary of events , as they are described in
the shove pare-4mb* is included among the attached documents, prob-
ably prepared for HITLER Is briefing.

...	 12. All persona named in the attachment have been recorded above,
NO Agency treeing of persons in the attaehment has been conducted.
However, SR/Or has advised that subject is of interest to that branch
as he in involved in the CROWN ease. It Is requested that coordino.
ation be effected with this Staff if this information is to be trens-
mitted to the field or passed to another intelligence service.
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