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SUBJ:  GOVERMNENT PLANS FOR MANDLING THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 3.3(b)(1)
EXCESSES COMMITTED DURING THE ANT1-SUBVERSIVE CAMPAIGN

SUMMARY: TH EOFRAL POLICETOLD| |
s ot i AL

-
- THREE SERVICES DURING TME "DIRTY WAR® VILL ASSUNE
Ly RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL ACTIONS TAKEN BY THEIR SUBORDINATES:
= THE POLICE CHIEF ADDED THAT ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THE ACTIONS TAKEN WILL BE ASSIGNED TO THE THEN-PRESIDENT,
[ e PLRONIST ISABEL PERON. NE ADDED, MOWEVER, THAT IT IS
[ Way UNLIKELY A GENERA BE_ISSUED. THE CHIEF OF
POLICE ASSURED THAT THE FEDERAL POLICE, 3.3(b)(1)
L AS AN INSTITUTION, VILL ASSUWE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR — .
~d ANSVERING CHARGES BEING MADE ACAINST INDIVIDUAL POLICEMEN,
——
()
(X7

SO0 ruRER GpCTATE T Marvene L ATIOS T 3 3(b)(1)

TEXY. 1. ON 21 APRIL 1883, RETURED GENERAL
JUAN BAUTISTA ((SASIAIN)), CHIEF OF

3.3(b)(1)

LICATIONS OF YHE CHARGES OF POLICE
EXCESSES DURING THE ANT1-SUBVERSIVE CANPAIGN THAT
& WERE BEING MADE BY RODOLFO PEREGRIND ((FERNANDEZ)).
- A FORMER W \

3.3‘(b)(1 ).

AL POLICE, AS AN INSTITUTION,
1S ASSUNING THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEALING WITH THE
CHARGES MADE A POLICE BY FERMANDEZ. 'SASIAIN -5 o1\ (1
ENCOURAGED TO REMAIN CALW AND TO REFRAIN 3(b)(1)
FROM ANY TYPE OF UNILATERAL ACTION THAT COULD ONLY
COMPLICATE MATTERS: SPECIFICALLY, HE ASKED[ — |70
REFRAIN FROM WAKING PUBLIC STATENENTS OR COUNTER- 3.3(b)(1)
CHARGES, 70 REFRAIN FROM TAKING THE MATTER INTO LEGAL
CHANNELS. AND TO AVOID ANY ATTENPT TO DEAL WITH THE
CHARGES IN AN UNCOORDINATED MATTER.

2. SASIAIN SAID THAT THE ARMY AND THE ARMED
FORCES IN GENERAL “It( ACCEPT TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT, UNDER THEIR ORDERS, DURING
THE ANTI-SUBVERSIVE CANPAIGN (THE "DIRTY WAR®). ME
ADOED THAT THIS WILL INCLUDE ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT
BY THE POLICE. SINCE POLICE ACTIVITIES FALL UNDER
THE PURVIEW OF THE ARMY. SASIAIN ADDED THAT THE
FEDERAL POLICE 1S WORKING CLOSELY WITH ARMY

, | SECRET y

Approved for Release: 2018/10/01 C06698564




. Approved for Release: 2018/10/01 C06698564,_

SECRET

VARNING NOTICE PAGE 002 OF 4

3.5(c)

FURTHER OISSTMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBUECT TO
CONTROLS STATED AT BREGINNING AND END OF REPORT

AUTHORITIES TO ARRANGE THE OEFENSE FOR POLICINEN
INVOLVED IN THE “DIRTY WAR.® SASIAIN STRESSED
THAT MIMBERS OF THE FEDERAL POLICE SMOWO NOT
WORRY: MIGH-LEVEL OPFICIALS OF THE ARNY AND THE
POLICE ARE DEALING THE TMI MATTER, AND POLICE
PERSOMNEL WILL OF KEPT INFORNED OF DEVELOPMINTS.

3.3(b)(1)

SASIAIN SAID ME WANTED TO TELL THENW, v
QF THE SPECIFIC ACTIONS THE GOVERNMME 0 82
TAXING TO PROTECT THE FEQERAL POLICE AND OTHER
INSTITUTIONS THAT PARTICIPATED IN YME "DIRTY WAR.®
HE SAID THAT PROBASLY DURING THE LAST WEEK IN
APRIL, THE MILITARY JUNTA WILL ISSUZ THE FIRST

OF TWO OR THREE COCUNENTS RELATING TO THE *DIRTY
WAR.® THE FIRST DOCUMENT WILL BE HISTORICAL,
PROVIOING THE DACKGROUND ON THE SUBVERSIVE ACTIONS
THAT WERE TAKING PLACE AND EXPLAINING WHY TNE
GOVERNMENT BEL1EVED ORASTIC STEPS WERE NECESSARY
TO RESTORE PUBLIC OROER. SASIAIN SAID TME PUBLIC
REACTION TO THMAT FIRST DOCUMENT WILL DETEZRMINE
WHETHER MINOR CHANGES WILL MAVE TO BE MADE IN THE
SICOND DOCUMENT. HOMEVER, ME SATD, THE BASIC
OBJECTIVE OF THE SECOND OOCUMENT WILL BE TO DEAL
WITH THE ORGANIZATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE WAY IN WHICM
THE VAR AGAINST SUBVERSION WAS COMDUCTED. THIS
DOCUMENT VILL NOT DETASL SPECIFIC ACTIONS THAT WERE
VAKEN BY THE SECURLTY SERVICES. NOWEVER, IT WILL
MAKE VERY CLEAR THAT ALL THE SECURITY AND

INTELL IGENCE GROUPS THAT OPERATED DURING THE *DIRTY
WAR® WERE ACTING UNDER THE SPECIFIC ORDERS OF THE
COMMANDERS - IN-CHIEF OF THWE THREE MILITARY SERVICES:
THE THEN-COMMANDERS- 1N-CHIEF WILL THEREBY ASSUME
ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANV ILLICIT OR ILLEGAL ACTS
CARRIED OUT BY ANY OF THEIR SUGORDINATES OURING THE
"DIRTY WAR.® SASIAIN SAID THIS DECISION ON HOW TO
HANDLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS DURING THE

“DIRTY WAR"™ HAD BEEN MADE BY THE CURRENT MILITARY
JUNTA; THME DECISION MAS BEEN DISCUSSED WITH LOGAL
LEADERS OF THE* CATHOLIC CHURCK AND HAS BEEN DISCUSSED
WITH MAJUOR LEADERS OF VARIQUS POLITICAL PARTIES.
SASIAIN SAID THAT THESE POLTICIANS. PRIMARILY
PERONISTS, MAVE SAID THEY BELIEVE THAT THIS DOCUMENT
WILL BE ADEQUATE FOR LAYING THE REST THE ISSUE OF
THE "DIRTY, WAR.*

4. CONTINUING ON THE THEME OF RESPONSIBILITY,
SASIAIN SAID THAT THE FIRST OOCUMENT, PUTTING MATTERS
IN THEIR MISTORICAL SETTING, WILL MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THE
ARNED FORCES WERE GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR OEALING
WITH THE PROBLEM OF SUBVERSION OY THE THEN-CIVILIAN
GOVERNMENT, HEADED BY PRESIDENT ISABEL ((PERON)), wHO
OIRECTED THE ARMED FORCES TO COMBAT TERRORISN AND
SUBVERSION. THUS. HE SAID, THE ULTIMATE RESONSIBILITY
WILL BE PLACED WITH THAT PERONIST GOVERNMENT.

8. ACCORDING THE SASIAIN, THE OECISION ON
WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WILL PREPARE AND RELEASE A
THIRD DOCUMENT ON THE MATTER WILL DEPEND ON THE P
REACTION 7O THE FIRST TWO OOCUMENTS. ASKED 3 3(b)(1)
WHETHER THE THIRD .
DOCUMENT MIGHT INCLUDE A GENERAL ANNESTY FOR ALL
PERGNS INVOLVED, SASIAIN SAID THAT IT (S WIGRY
UNLIKELY THAT AN AMNESTY WILL BE ISSUED. ME SAIO IT IS
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THE GENERAL FEELING THMAT THE DECISION OF THE THEN-COMNMANDIRS
IN CHIZF OF THE SERVICES TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR

ALL ACTIONS WILL B¢ SUFFICIENT TO PROTICT ALL THEIR
SUBORDINATES WMO WERE ACTING UNDIR THEIR OROERS. NI

ADDED THAT THE ARSIY STRONOLY SUPPORTS THE 1SSUANCE OF

AN ANNESTY, THE NAVY 1S JUST AS STROMGLY OPPOSID, AMD

THE AIR FORCE DOES NOT MAVE A CLEARLY DEFINZD POSITION.

6. RETURNING TO THE SPECIFIC CASE OF THE
FEDERAL POLICE, SASIAIN SAID TMAT AN AD MOC COMMISSION
IS BEING FORNED WITHIN TME FEDERAL POLICE TO DEAL
VITH THE LEGAL RAMIFICATIONS OF THEZ ACCUSATIONS
BEING MADE AGAINST ACTIVE DUTY AND RETIRED POLICE
PERSONNEL. 70 DATE, ME SAID, THE POLICE HAVE ONLY
ISSUED A VERY SHORT PRESS STATEMENT ESSENTIALLY DENVING
THE STATEMENTS NADE BY FERNANDEZ.

. JFW:HS‘&???EI‘:.. w 3.3(b)(1)

L1

THE STATEMENTS MADE BY SASIAIN. SEVERAL
ADMITTED TMAT THEY MAD

FEN CLOSE TO PANIC AFTER MEARING FERNANDEZ'S CMARGES AGAINST
THE POLICE, AND THEY ADWITTED THEY HAD CONSIDERED MAKING
PUBLIC STATENENTS OR GETTING A LANYER T0 PROTECT

THINSELVES. MOWEVER, SASIAIN MAD BASICALLY 3.3(b)(1)
CALMED THEIR CONCERNS BY TELLING THEM TUAT THE SENIOR
OFFICIALS WOULD ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE
ACTIONS TMAT NERE TAKEN . .

SENIOR OFFICERS smned 3.3(b)(1)
THAL VIEW: THEY £D THE OPINION THAT THE

WWOLE MATTER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR TME °DIRTY VAR

VILL EVENTUALLY DISSIPATE: THEY EXPECT THE NEW

CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT WILL BE BASICALLY SATISFIED TO

HAVE THE ARMED FORCES, AS AN INSTITUTION, ACCEPT
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACTIONS TAKEN. SEVERAL OF

THESE SENIOR OFFICERS ALSO NOTED TMAT THEY FEEL

ESFECIALLY REASSURED BY SASIAIN’S STATIMENT THAT

THE DOCUNENTS TO BE RELEASED WILL PLACE ULTIMATE
RESPONSIBILITY ON THE FORMER PERONIST GOVERNMENT:

THEY NOTED THAT THE NEXT GOVERMMENT, WHICH THEY

EXPECT TO ALSO BE PERONIST, WOULD CERTAINLY NOT
VANT TO REVIVE AN ISSUE THAT COULD EVENTUALLY
DAMAGE THE IMAGE OF ITS OWN PARTY.

8. COMMENT: SASIAIN APPEARS TO 3 3 b 1

HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN CALMING THE CONCERNS OF . ( )( )
POLICE OFFICERS BY ASSURING THEM THAT

RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE ASSUMED AT THE HIGNEST LEVELS

OF THE MILITARY SERVICES AND BY CAUTIONING THEM

AGAINST UNILATERAL ACTIONS THAT COULD ONLY SERVE

T0 FURTHER COMPLICATE MATTERS. THE REAL PROBLEM

WITHIN THE POLICE, MOWEVER, RESTS WITH SOME OF THE

INDIVIOUALS WHD WERE PERSOMALLY INVOLVED IN THE

WORST EXCESSES OF THE PERIOD AND WHOSE NAMES MAVE

NOT YET BEEN MADE PUBLIC: THEY ARE AFRAID THAT THEIR

ROLES WILL BE PUBLICIZED AND THEY ARE STILL DEMANDING

Assmmcgs THMAT THEY WILL NOT BE PUNISHED FOR THEIR

ACTIONS.

8. COMMENTS : '
A. ONE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN . 33(b)(1)

THIS REPORT AND THE ONE CITED IN PARAGRAPH ONE CONCERNS

THE MATTER OF AN AMNESTY. IN THE EARLIER REPORT,

GENERAL CRISTIND ((NICOLAIDES)), COMMANDER OF TME ARMY,

IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT A GENERAL AMNESTY WILL BE

ISSUED; THIS CONFLICTS WITH THE STATEMENT MADE BY
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SASIANI IN THE CURRINT REPORT. NICOLAIOES’ VEINSION
IS MORE CONSISTENT WITH BOTM NILITARY AND PUBLIC
EXPRECTATIONS THAT AN AJNESTY IS LIKELY.

8. THIS REPORT INPLIES THAT THE TMRE
COMUNDERS- IN-CHIEP OF THE SERVICES OURING TME 1970'S
HAVE AGREID TO ASSUNE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS
COMNITTED DURING THE “DIRTY WAR,® BUT THAT 1S NOT
SPECIF1LD. :

C. R!I;;L!‘D INFORMATION ON TNE EFPECT
OF THE wMOLE L OF MUMAN
3.3(b)(1)

WAT ACCORDING TO A WOTICE DISTRIBUTED To
NAVAL OFFICERS [N WID-APRIL, A LAWYER FROM T
NAVAL LEGAL STAFF WILL BEGIN STANDING WATCH VITH THE
NORMAL NAVY WATCH OFF ICER, SFFECTIVE INMEDIATELY:
THIS ACTION IS BEING TAKEN BECAUSE OF THE HUGE INCREASE
IN MABEAS CORPUS REQUESTS TMAT THE NAVY IS NOW
RECEIVING, IN THE PasT, 3.3(b)(1)
LAVYERS AND PRIVATT CITIZENS VERE AFRAID TO MAXE
SUCH REQUESTS OF THE NAVY OR OTHIR SERVICES; MOVEVER.
WITH THE INCREASING PUBLIC AIRING OF MATTERS CONCERNING
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE *OIRTY WAR," THIS FEAR HAS BEEN
REOUCED AND LARGE MMBERS OF PERSONS ARE MOV FILING
MABEAS CORPUS REQUESTS WITH THE NAVY.)

3.3(b)(1)
3.5(c)
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