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My Personal History

by

GOT6 •	 .

(President of the Tokyo express RailwayCo..)

childhood as . the second son of a peasant.

2. My'parente inflUenCe,

Pursued my studies working as 'a 'teacher

Nine yeiks in government (service

•.,-L-Tha-:fme,:iat,the;:eatabliabment,f.o.f-„:4139j,41910.1ne..,,Actiktax.:

.6. Two benefactors: Nr..Tomii and Mr. Kato

7. .Detained as an unconvicted prisoner at theJchigva'Prison,

S. Failed in taking over "Mitaukoahi":

9. , A scramble for a subway company

10. Forced a' post of the Transportation Minister by TOJO
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Just as.; am Strangely nicknamed "05to Keita" (Thid : is not GotZ but

to which means burglar)., I have lived ior businessr and busineaAat.

made Me alive. Accordingly my personal history up to th9 present when

I am 74 years Old May not have any humanly tender smell In it, but from

now I will tell the outline of my life at your re4uest.

In April 18, 1882, I was born in a small farming village named Aoki-
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specially.,

mura in ()gate District of 5aganO Prefecture as the second ton of a poor,
peasant named KOBAyASHI KikuemOn l: My. elder brother Was a very . Cluiet man

4

and succeeded to my father's firminoCcupition. Later he became a
„	 •	 •	 •	 •	 '1	 :	 •	 ; 	 •	 •

lage,headman and a member of the EaganOprefectUral 'AsseMbly, and closed:-
,

his mediare life in a biókwoodVillage. However, Awia:usaallythoadase

with the ,worldlY . second.sonswas alSO eerough boy and Used to put 'SC-_	 .
ribbIings on theiWall of .. a precious: Village shrine . oic.gave a vital Wound

to One,of my friends of the Same Age. .
.	 _

It was ina8S9When 'I /entered an elementary school of the village,

and'whin:I'finiehed-the courie-cf-bherirtinrtlf . Yei -utleSs,--4.::Moved-to-the
,

-Preset° Elementary School of . it neighboring villagesand graduating from

the higher elementary course of the school, I entered the'VeideMbale

Middle School While I was attending the Preset° Klementery'fichool,

Japan-China' War took placev and ,e1An,thenhildren of such a baCkwood vil-

lage were also excited at the--oonfused o newsof the war._
Although my father was a poor .pealant as I -already' mentioned, Ks,

'NOuseheld the the richest aMoneebeiitOnhy one thouennkhouseholda

small villageHowever, theactual cash income linp (OhOutfOUr or five

hundred ventin a month. Accordingly, thereremained . only_fOrty to fifty

-:yin after '6edUatinutai and living expenses.* -Whet is More, 'lay father

:Meddled lith the silk-reeling industry and failed. Accordingly there,

was very litfle:roomin'the living eXpepse of my house, and I was to .

work after graduating from an elementary school, but I was so eager for

study in upper schools that mytather let me enter the Ueda Middle School
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I.

• •Ilhed'to go a distance of ,aboUt r-Ven miles from my-house to school:

in mountain paths, but I attended the scheoLvery day rain or snow. How,:7.7--
\N.

ever, My unyielding spirit and the oircumstaitcehat I could enter a

middle school in spite of difficult livingyhever made me absent from

• ,(c(mcktich of my Aimie
school,

. 0	 •

At that tilo64 there was only 	 prefectural'schoOl.in Nagano-Pre-,	
.'	 .

feciiirel and it was the Matsumoto Middle School, but there were four

"'fey"

.	 ..
branch schools in Nagano, Ueda, Suwa, and Iida. Students could attend

.... 4
t l'it	 .4

and fifth year glasses.

Graduating from a .middle school, I wanted to advance intoh high
.111	 4

A

0.
school, but considering the economic condition of my Mb*, Iimuld'not	 r. 4

ask-mey-father to let me goAa high school. Then, through- the introduc-	 - 4

i-	 4
*.•

.4-1.

tant teacher of the Aoki Elementary School of Ny native gene: To be-.	 4

'46.1

come a teacher of a school was a great and sole purpose for the sons of	 A

f=teSe 	 -	 4
0poor	 at that time However, my experience of a middle school 	 o,

life enlarged my:',hogial view and alsO made me eager for stiviyingA4h

higher school. Accordingly, working as an assistant teacher, I tried

to save money In preparation for a chance , to enter a high school.

2'

Myfather l siname was Kikuemon and mother's name Was Sue. They had

[-...4...;
Alitese:branch'schools uhtil the:third year'class.. Accordingly, finished 	 st, .,	 .

f:- •	 . taiL*9411;36_•..of .A. b e_th ird ...year. - class. bf:thaTadajitiddiel":.Sphrial4 at..:Ltheagez.;---.4.3.7,...- 	 .:.. It:-.

	of 16 in 1903 0 '1 attended the Matsumoto Middle Schogi.from an -icquaih-: 	mii'

a.	 &	 *1	 • As —	 die," •

tance4itesidence in Matsumoto and finibhed the cdurse-of'the fourth

tion of my respected teacher, Mr. KOBAYASHI Naojiro, I became an assis-



no special educational background. and especially my mother could neither

-read nor write, but she had the most excellent powerof memory in the

village. Her child-training wis also very strict.- AccordinglyIrmy,pa-

rents' influence is quite unforgettable for Me ab long as I.live l and

it is not an exaggeration to. say that I ow* . tO ntrParentp'for what I am

today..

My father wasVearnestdevotee of the Nighiren sect amd wawligot-

,ed in chanting ptayer, of Napumychorengekyb._ .,Beforeibreakfast .inelthef7Mor-7,

nipg and ii'efore going to bed &t night, he used to repeat the:prayer about

- - 'flee hundred to one .thousan& t-infes atJ.eaat.- -I rsmmber that there was
• •

a wooden statue of Kato Kiyomasa:in front of a picture of NichirenAat'

tpbtime, and My father chanted prayer before the statue. Unless his
ii

.	 .

prayer was finished, we could neither eat breakfast and go to bed._e"As

was grown up. in such circumstances, I was given_iy:parents' deep re-

lieous influence and 'was naturally . given,the Confidence that I would•

be able to overcome amy:Painvand diffioultie§.

The prayer' of ullamumyohOrengekyo" (GlorytAhe Sutra ortheLotui
;	 •

of the Supreme Law!) is a:phrase Of the Sutra 'Of the Lotus. The Sutra
•

of the Lotus has 28 volumes and is the last lecture Of Buddha. The last

lecture of the Nahayama Sutras.is .the Sutra of the Lotus. The .5th:v01-

ume .ofthe Sutra of the Lotus is the Sutra of Avalokitesverawhich-beens.

with prose. Sutras usually have ordinary sutras in their beginnings and

have refrains in verse at the end. Although rily father did not read the

foregoing sutra, but I remember that he was repeatedly reading the last

part of the Sutra ofDAvalokitesvara very often.
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1

Latter I went to Tokyo to study andiisecl to write to NY Parente once
-

in every molith.'NNoweveri being So religious, my parenis ' did-not open-my

letter 
'
immediate].) but 'after prgying formiluck at a village shrine, they•

-opened my letter with thanks to God. Even when I returned to kv home,

- they did not• igmediately talk to me, but after praying for me rand chant-

//	 _
ing Nammyohorengelgo, they opened t ,heir mouth. There was a Iiiistance

1
. about ,seven miles between my house and Ueda Station. Whealtateivleave

/	 r _
my house, my parents used to stand	 the gate and gaze after me until

I was out of their sight: 	 le

As 1 waff under the inflhenceof such religious arid/ sincere parents

in my boyhood, I ggi confi4ence44ihat I would be able,4 win every dif-

•iiculty by chanting the prayer af Nammyohorengekyo alid gained a religi-

:ousiaonfidence "All is vanSy"-, that . is to 'say, to'eacrifice one's own.	 .	 .

. self for cittlre:, With this confidence,. / have lived for seventy years.

Today, I have a:deep sense of gratitude to my 	 .

t. 
.4

_
•,Graduated from the Matsumoto Middle School, I was at „a loss where

to go. At that time, a sum of twenty yen was quite : enough for a school-

`life fneTakpionth in Tokyo. However, the economic condition of Tv house

could not afford even twenty Yen for me to study in Tokyo at that time.

Accordingly, as mentioned already, I became an assistant teacher of an
,

elementary school of my village' for a while but 'during the summer vaca-

tion of the same year, — I remember it was 21 July 1901 — I went to

Tokyo for .purpose of study and settled myself at a lodging at Yushima-'

-_ 6-
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. iTenjin-sho Hongo throgghothe good offices of .Mr. 4Oda, formernreai-.-

dent of the Mat sue High School'. On the verydaTOfa . arrival at he
1 ,

lodging, I heard a mahl shohtutEktra l extra" Being a country boy,Y..

'could not understand what it was Beading the extra, I.knet4 that HO6r-
--,,	 ,•	 ,.

Toru was assassinated by:IBA SOtaro at the Tokyo City ASSemblylial.., II
i-	 ,

was deeplyimpressed by the news, as it was the first day Of my . life

After a week since then, Ltook an entrance examination of theili-
•• .	 _

totsubasheHigher Commericial School', the predecessor of the present-

Ffitotsubashi University, but I failed in the examine.- tion on account of

mvpoor . knowledge of English ., Sittibg on . a . bench at a pond near Kudani

considered what to dó alt day, but got no idea. Then,- I returned to

Aokimura and became an assibtant teacher again. In the following year

the Tokyo Higher Normal School opened registration before all others.

As the students of the schOol Could. study at,,governnient expense, I im-

mediately applied for an entrance examination and - fortnnatelIy I was

admitted. Therefory., I resigned as assistant teacher, and entered the

-cource of-tn)/lish . 11teratureotthe bfghat normalSchOoL :At that time,.

the president of the , schoote. KANO Hirugoro*and he,lectured-fOr:Us

once in a week. Bhating0hisautoularsrmt, Nr.1CANO Used to say, -myou

Must have unyieldingapirit.,. Whenever you may be confronted:with:dif-
::.-	 .,....-F-	 ..	 ,	 ...

ficUlties, you must think that there is 'nothing

His assertion is still strongly reMaining• in My

Graduating from the higher normal school, I became antiagkérhof

English at a municipal commercial school of Yokkaichi. 'Although, on-

you can not acComp1ish4' •

mind.



;

-
0

ginally, I 'had much . interest. in educational undertakings, the . actUal,

school- bueinsss disappointed me, and it seemed that the teachers Of the

school, including the school principal, lacked enthusiasm. Accordingly

.1. felt I had to graduate from a university and to tackle with the world.:
4	 -

With such a 'resolution, I quit the' commercial school at Tokkaichi in

April or May of the following Year and 'entered the special - course of,	 .	 .	 •	 ,
,	 .

the political course of the Tokyo .t. Imperial University in September of

the ''same year and took a graduation4xamination ..ofAhe First High Satidoll'.

in October.- : The.1 ,graduittion-examinitiOn was vdifficult one, and I frtill

remember that I got greatpains on account of heavy gymnastics. However

I reitumately passed the exaniinaiion and immediately entiiiiid- the ia

bourse of the Law Department of the Tokyo Imperial University: However,

soon I had troubles of-:-school expenses. So, I "went to ee itlEehir. Kanols

opinion, and he fle.dadmi a tutor of Baron TOMII7 Masaski's son, but at the

same time with the son's entry into the Second High School, I .. Could neither

teach hint ant stay at his house. As the result, Baron TOMII 'nide me a
•

tutor of Mr.- . KATO Takaaki's son, Atsutaro. Thus, I lodged with the KATO

••fTni ly and won my daily bread and school expenses.

On account of good offices, of Mr. TOMII Masaaki and Mr.:KATO Teka-

aki, I could graduate from the Law Department ofthe Tokyo Imperial Int-

versity in 1911.- AS I had wasted seteralyears as/teaCher before, I was

four years older than my classmates and I was 29 years'oldat that time.
'

Among my classmates, there were SHIGIMISU NamOril ASHIDA Hitoshi, ISHI-

/ ,
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" ZAKA Taizoi SHORIKI Matsutaro OGASAWARA Sankuro, MATSTEC/TO Manabu, KI-

MURA Tokutaio, MIYAKE Masataro, KAWAKAMI Koichi, -MAKINO Ryozo, TANAB2

Katamaru, TSUKAMOTO Toraji, and SHINOHARA Nichio, etc.

In the same year of my graduation from the university, I succeeded

in the higher civil service examination and entered the Agricalture-Cam-,
,

merce Ministry owing to 1r. KATO Talcaaki s good offices. I was to be-

comea factory-superintendent after the enforcement of the Factory Law.:„

However, as Soon as the YAMAMOTO Gonbei Cabinet appeared, the tight-fi-

nancing policy was.gdopted in every,:field and the: enforceMsnt of tir,

Factory Law was postponed for the comingttliree years on account of the

administrative adjustment. I had to be a minor official for he Cbming

three years. However, I was ifticed to enter the Natieghl Railway Au-

thority. It was in 1913. As Mr. ICAO telephoned to Mi. . YUKAJI Takeji-

ro, first Railway Minister, I met Mr. NAKAGAWA Shoza, then Personnel Af-

fair Section head, and I ' enteied the 'National Railway Authority% Since

then, I worked at the National Railway Authoritifór nine years. Accord-

ingly, including the period of one year in the Agriculture-Commerce Mai-
1

airy Ieerved for a total of ten years as a ' government official.

In 24 Feb.1912 the previOus yearl entered the National,Railway

Authority, I Married GOTO Machiyo, the first daughtea%oftr. : KUME Tami-'

. nosuke who was a doctor Of engineering through the good offices 'of Mi.

FURUICHI KiMitake, doctor of engineering, and I,changedmrimuile„GprO.

Was thitty cyears old at that time .646TO was the name of idr. MIME TaMiT

nosuke l E mother's former mgme, and marrying me, Machiyo revived the once.
.7)

discontinued GOTO family. It was a kind of conditional :marriage.

tit
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became a higher official . as the vice-counsel:or cif,the general,affir
,

section. In the Superintendent Bureau, SAME Sapgo was the head of
-

1.* •

While I was in the service of'the National Railway Authority, Hr.

NAKANISHI Seiichi was the head of the documents and arohieves section

and I was under hii for a month, but as he became the director of the

Superintendent- Bureau I also moved to:the Superintendent Bureau and I
.0.

the general affairs section, NURAI Jirokidhi was the head'of the busi-

nese section, eand under him there was KIIASU-Kenjiro. Later the RARA
D!	 ^

Cabinet came into beini and Mr. NORA Daikai became the Nanieter of Com-

munications.. At that tiMaI thought that these persona l remaining in
-•

,tfitaiIiiiirtirtel"-ktiiiieti-VO4d1WObttrutrtive-4.for-4thelvoinotiontkor.4_,-,1,„,-;:prik

younik'offiCials, and I conferred with Mr. MAXI. As the result, theme

the efforts of Nrr.'CKANO Keijiro:And Mr FURUICHI Kimitake,:finaLly,Mr.

NAKANISHI becade the vice-minister of the Ministry of Cpmmuniaationp,

SATAKE became the. director of ,he Superintendent Bureau, KIYASU(;	 •	 .
,	 -

the head of the business section and.thbecame the head of the business

section. However, avI was a higher official of the seventh grade, I

was an actini-chief of the section. HoWever, I was dissatisfied with°

the title of "acting". Accordingly, I used to cross out the letter

"acting" of my title of "Acting Chief" written on'circular'bills eve'

time, and turned the bills to the senior officials. I expected that

they would notice my dissatisfaction about "acting". Actually Vice-

Minister ISRIMARd Shigeyoshi noticed it and formally cancelled the title

of "acting chief" and I became a chief of aAsection.
, ,

Thus, I was in-government service for nine years and during the

10
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timed I served as a. secition head for teyear and half, and in order to
00

take office as an executive director Of the Musadhi Electric :Railway

Company, 1(qUit the National Railway Authority on -11 May, '1920. Usual-

ly government officials have to assidiously work,inoefices during their

most active period but have to leave their offices when they- are thorough-

ly acquainted With their tasks. In comparison with the budinesi"citcles,
,

in which people can thoroughly devote themselves with their whole lives,

the life in government serttce is really monotonoUs. Thii is the 'don-

clusion'of my experience in government's ivice for Sear* ten Yeats.

-	 -	 •	
.

Just at that time, 'Baron GOU Seines4e r.: .4$ 	 \e,ifiged in c'

the Management of the Musaihi E1ectrii0iailWaY J CO44 the,prédeceesor.of

the later Toydko Electrid Railway Co.- Although the Odapahy was estab-

lished in 1910 and had a'franchisa:right:of,i railway between Ribiya,
0

Tokyo, to HiranumabashilWTO*Ohama:, the company had no sufficient funds
•'	 •

for itt establishment and was worrying. In 1920, Mr..0017 undertook the

company and became the president of the company. He wanted to have an

 executive director for , the.constrUction of the company and he con-

fered with Vice-Minister . ISHTMARU of , tha-Railway Authority. Then, Vies

Minister ISHIMARU told him, "NoW .we'llave a fannyamsd GCTO , Eeita as ,the

chief of the general affairs section of the Superintendent Bureau. He

is a funny man, and being dissatisfied with the tine of an "acting chief"

he used to cross out the i4iter'of "acting" on circular bills. Mr. GOU

had an interest in me and wanted me as the executive director of the corn--.



'

pahy. As I was about tired of government service at that time I-immedi

ately took office as the executive director of the Mussphi Electric Rail-

- way Co.

Casually old 'Mi. SHIBUSAWA Eiichi bambteck:from his inspection.,tour

in Europe and America and he wanted to form healthy rural cities and resi-

dences. Ewing Wide lands iteDenenchau and Benzokul he obtained the

--
licence for the eatabliihsdent 6ft - a4tilway bitween Meguro incrTemagawm

Thus, the Ebara Electric Railway Company was,originatecl:butavthe-staffs.

were all amateurs, thevvergefealingsdiffictuities . in managing the company.-,	 .

Then, old Mr: . SHIBUSAWOonsulted Mr.. yANO Tsuneta , of thelkiichi
.	 .

. .	 Life Insurance Co. Who was a large shareholder, but Mi. YANO Was also an

:amateur in railway Management. Then, Mr WABA,ToyOji of the adm“aiiChi •.	 ,	 .	 .
......	

,	 ,	 ,
Seimei (life insurance 'co-.) said that Mt: KOBAYASHI Ichizo , would be.sui
-.:

;table-for railway managementY Therefore, Me.riYANO went to Osaka and met
,	 .

Mr. KOBAILASHI.. However, is Mt. KOBAYASHI was so busy at that time that

he recommended me to Mr. YANO. After one or two days I was introduced to

Mt. YANO,by Mt '...-KOBAIASH1 ,at the Nihonbashi Club for the first time and

took office as the managing director of the Elmira Electric Railwar..COm

Pany.' At the •juncturgit, Mt. KOBATASHI4old me, "Now you are trying to

construct the MuSashi Electric Railway Co. togetherWith -Mr. GOB, but

it is not an easy task. 'Thu had 'better construc
7
to EbaraIleOtric,Rail.=-

,	 •	 '	 "
way .Comptnylatt, because if the rural city plan is enforced, the vat

lands in • Denenchofd and Senzoku will be all sold If the.EbartElectrie-:

Railway is successful, you had better construct the Museshi Railway with
,

the money obtained from the lands." I agreed with Mr. KOBAYASHI l s opinion

12
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ancl,made :.up my, mind. Changing the'neme'of the . Ebara Electric Railway

Co.int6the Meguro-Kamiti Electric Railway CO.', immediately I set

self to the construction of the company. This:KegurO7Kamata Electric
latee'

jRailway/merged the Toyoko IdectricRailwar:Co.4n 1?39 and became the

mother-body of the present Tokyo Express Railway Co.
•

• In November 1922;:,..: the MegurO4(amata : Railway Co. opened the whole

railway. between Meguro and Kamata. As it was immediately after the

great Kanto earthquake, the people whose housed were burnt by the cal-

Amity moved tO theareas along the Me-KamaRai1YAY, and the .achievement.

Of the company became extremely successful. Accordingly * with the money

„obtained by the Me-faraa Railway co„,

stocks of the Musashi.Electric Railway:Co. and hlecithe company
-	 •

0. Our influence, and'ohanging,the" name into the Tokyo-Yokohama Electkic.	 ,
/70

.Railway Co,, we constructed the Company. :Thus in March 193,'the rail-
:

• Way tetween:ShibUya . and Sakukagicho was opened.
•_	 -	 ?	 •

. However, being confronted With the extreme depression of financial

circles early in the Showeerai I experienced great pains so Often that

:I sometimes thought of suicide.- Sometimes We could not pay for the com-

pany workers, and though,we tried /o borrow one hundred thousand yen, all

• i/

4surance companies refused toend Mosey:and I discouragedly walked the

-;%';	 •
Hibiya Park tOgetherWMr. SHIBUSAWA . Hideo in the rain ciPtary branch

of trees made 'me feel like hanging myself. However, :how I think that the

difficulties were the problem of confidence and patience. At that time

I'construCted.a principle of immediate estimate and settlement,and

spired all workers of the company with this principle. I still keep

13
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-thiOrinciple as philosophy of business management. Heing'unyteiding,

and patient, the Toyoko Electric Railway Company could win the present

prosperity.

6

A8 mentioned above,'I could gradUate from a university throughthe

assistances of Mr. TOMII Masaaki and Mr. KATO Takaaki. However, their

influences were really great both materialistically and -mentally:-

Mr.' MI' was grown up in Prance and was a sdhblar.of the:civil law. .	 r

,	 c..!	 HIO	 •

,

He'was:a man of noble., dharacter Although he bad many, 	 such as

baronage, doctor of law; And Privy Councilor; he had no property, and	 6- '
-,	 r	 ' 100 q

this was becauseafinis .lofty and pure dharacter. : He was also very pru-

dent-ii;ki Iiiad.—i4 ri7goalt, ffluenod"tii4e'gififiit --41iiiW'AE4irok.:,-
L.

TOMII died in September of 1935, and While he was in his ted for more,1,,i,k.
. 4 .4

thiiit fourtY days I visited hilsiii-hospital every drY. When tha,teSteaved 	 0 i . a0, .
family received an aid of Y 30,000 from the gdvernent, I urged the

r 4

family to invest the money tok"dhS stocks, of the Naguro-Kamata Electric
	

01
.:..	 a

:7	 *
Hallway Company which was plyinga„:dividend of 10 per cent at that tite,,,

because I thought it would bwaffectleds to keep the moneyas bank de-' 	 i, A

b	 VII.:

paits. T also Promised the family that IyoUld pay for the difference	 f!
!;...4
7 .

when the dividend dropped below' the level of 10 per cent. 	 0! ■
.

. 00n the other hand l .I was given an influence of indominabilitylryk

in Engfand, but was called back by cthelowernment and became th Foreign

Minister Of the SAIONJI Cabinet. However, he strongly objected to the 00
4

0

Hr. KATO,Ta lmaki. Once Mr. KATO vdent to London as a Japanese aMbassidor' 	 I. *
• 4
* 4

nationalization of railway and resigned has post. Accordingly, he was

I

4
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a really indominable one-man and did not listen to others' opinion at

all. Even Agriculture-Commerce Minister'. OURA Kanetake and Superinten-

' dent-GeneralISAMA Takio of Ehtropolitan Police .wed to make deep obei-

sance to him. He never made any concession to others. Accordingly -I 	
tif

. was greatly influenced by his character.

As Mr. KATO had the background of education in foreign nations, he

was extremely individualistic and had no human .sentiment at all If he

had had Christian religious mind, he would have been warm-hearted and

kind.. Accordingly, as bheepresident of apolitical party, he failed ii

taking Political power. For ten years he wai the president of the Ken-

seikai Party but he never ,b6Weitohisalder - iiiiiesMan. ii*64041;.

To.s OKUMA supported him, he could not take political right at his elder

statesmen did not support him. The number of his party members decreased

and even WAKATSUKI Reijiro and SKOMOOKA;Chuji seceded from the party.

Only HAMAGUOHI Yukio followed . KATO to the last. However, KATO kept

his composure and insiste&biaprinciple. From a point of view, I

think . thatlIS was a great man.

In January of 1926 .Mr. KATO died. Just- at that time, a part-of a

tunnel at Takashima-san, which was the most difficult place.for,thecOn7

struotion of the Toyoko line, sinked . and we had great troubles -. Then; I

was informed Mr. KATO's critical condition and immediately ran to his
0

residence at Kojimachi but he died before ncr arrival and I saw,onli his

dead face.

I think that ettly Mr. TOMII was the only .person -who taught me the

way of a man. Other persons such as KANO Harugorop KATO Takaaki, and

11Pr.":".1•777'	 -:•- *7.71* . a. .
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wrote a letter to the MetropolitEtn Police Boat'd and informed' that. the

.11714.

case of great

As somebody
t4'

TOYOKAWA Hyohei, all had strong characters, and even the teaching of the

Nichiren Sect which gave me great influence also had a strong character.

As I was under such persons' influence for a long time, people often MY

that GOTO is really haughty and doesnot listen to others' opinions.

By the way, in October of 1984, when I Was 54 years

election wits enforced in Tokyo and IISIIZTIKA Torata.ro was

. of Tokyo. However, in the autUinn of thi iane yer, '614'

tan Aseembly was cleaned up afid ASAKURA. Torajiro, OKANDA

Moritoshi and others were put into Ichiga,ya Prisoh • and a
-

scandal was exposed and became an issue for three years.

C.

Me-Kama Electric Railway . Company badtcontributed election funds to ITSHI-

RNA forajiro, our company was inspected and all documenits were confis-

cated by the Metropolitan Police Board. Casually, when we bought up

the Ikegami Electric Railway Co. we issued a check ot Y 100,000 to

old; a mayora.l.

elected Mayor

tokYi5.-MétkibtiolV-'

Gunji aNAKAJIMA.

KAWASAKI Hajime, representative of the Kawasaki Financial Clique. Under

the suspicion that the money was used for the rayoral ‘ election, I and

MATSU17FtA Ttdshitaro, imager of the Meguro-aamata Railway

'
into prison. Although we were convicted of our crime, we were given a \

verdict of innocence. The proceoutors brought the case again before

the Supreme Court, but their appeal was quashed, and we became quite

innocent.

However no- one ,- :except ;those 7who expert enc, can not imagine the

16
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pain of a life in prison for six months. It was the worst period in my

life time.

However, in such a case the ordinary and daily culture and train-

ingrbecome effective. If airman has no courage l 'heWill die in agony.

In this point, I had religious confidence. On account of this religious

confidence, I was rather healthy in prison.

Through the life in prisOni lbw! that not only intelligence and

exercise, but also 'strong confidence was necessary for.a,man to liveob.
_

In ordet,to have . a.ttrong confidence, a matt . hai to alwayttrain:hicr.oWn

i;t4i-li-bY-rreiigidneonfidenctLittalso:310,01.69X7.749r,,AVABOO.POOPecl
.7. •

his business

Anyway as there was nothing to do in prison exCepttaking.mpali
-

three times in a day, I-raad books and spent times. f4hile-I -wae'devot-

ing myself in reading in'prison,,I could gradualli-understand_SUchAom
• .	 .	 '

plicated book as "Saikontan". Adcordingly, later I published "A Pocket

Saikontan" with notes from the Jitsugyo -no -Nippon Co.

14y lawyers were Mr. IMAMITRARikisabOro:and Mr. MAKINO Ryozo. As

soon as I was rafts-ad, mY-Seniors,'friends, and the members of MY Oors-.

pany held a:great vindication party.atSeiyOken Restaurant, Ueno', for

me.. When I arrived the place of partythere_were :almost three hund-

red persons and especially NKZU . Kaichiro welcomed mefirst.:of all

was also greeted by TOSHIMITS11 TOurumatsu l. IMAMURA Rikisaburo, and pKoci'

Masatoshi, etc,' I took ty two sons to ,the'party. Being'quite moved by

my friends' kindness, my voice trembled and my glasses wete wet with

tears.

17
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About that time l the Toyoko Electric Railway.Compagy presented 00

fifty thousand yen as a token of gratitude in accordance with the reso-

lution of the stockholders genera]. Meeting o HOweVer as I could not

use the money for my private purpose, fplanned to use the money for

an educational undertaking. :Therefore, adding my private money of

129,000 ien to the presented Money, Iestablished the ToyOko WoMen!S

Commercial School ,.Originally I-had enthusiasm for educational. under-

taking Later,...the Toyoko Women's Commercial School became the

tionloyoko School and developed into* synthetic edUcational -Organ with

a preschool tO a 60ilegi - Withthe "SY#tiiiM7:45f-thitOTO'''fiChbUrehiPlibait-'

The develoPinent'Ofthe,ichool makes my heart full'of deep emotion.

With a purpose of offering "good things with cheap price to the

people living along the railway, I established the Toyoko Department
-

Store in 1934. ,Recently,'•I won the old "Shirokiya Department Store"'\

under my influence. However, in the spring of 1936 I tried to take

over "Mitsukoshi" and 1 became a target of people's censure. The pro-

cess was as follows.

There was a man named,MAEYAMA Hisakichi in the Mitsui Bahk.

the Person who transferred the stooks of the Tamagawa Electric' Railway

to me	 .=	 .
Co./for the first time. Before his death, i18 transferred all of his

,

stoOks of railway companies to me. Consequently, I could win the TaMa-

gave. Electric Railway Co4lid the K ihin Electric Railway Co. under' my

influence. , Accordingly, I had no intention of expanding my busineper

He was

We. 4K, 
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:other fields except railway business. However, after MAMMA s

death, a ma.n named SUZUKI Takeshi came to me and asked if I did not

want the stocks of "M.itsukoshi" that MAEYAMA had possessed. MAEIAtill

was a director of ,Mitsukoshi. Although I had notspecial interest in,

the stocks of , Mitsukoshi, I bought 100,000 stocks of Mi.tsukoshi.. Be-•	 ,

...cause I was managing the Toyoko.Department. Store just at that time and

I thought that it Would be a .good idea to merge Mitsukoshi with Toyoko

azid to make the Toyoko Department Store as the Shibuya Branch Store of

Mit Sukoithi

HOWirier, :Mitiukoshi is the --.:itiofighotsf of-the academical clique of

-Keia/Vniggnirgly my .senior businessmen of the Keio clique implored
•

Mr. IMAI Rikidiburo of the Mitsui Bank. , Conaequently. the Mitsui Bank
,.,	 •

stopped to furnish funds to me. Aissthey also implored Mr. KATO Takeo

who was the boss of the Keio academical clique (I received great assis-

tance from Mr. KATO in regard to the recent prOblem of Shirokiya), the

Mitsubishi Bank also Stopped to furnish funds to me. If they had'fur-

nished funds to me,. I would have taken over Mitsukoshi. They frankly

said, "If you take over Mitsukoshi which is the Sole stronghold of Keio,

we shall. be blamed by the Keio men. Accordingly, we can not lend you

money."

Moreover, I was summoned by then -Finance and Commerce Minister

IKEDA Shigeaki and hestold me, "You had . better give up to merge Mitsu=

koshi: Sell the half of your possessing stocks of Mitsukoshi to the

mutual aid association of the employees of Mitsukosh1,21 Mr. KOBAYASHI

IdhizO also urged me, "You had better give up the idea. It is almost

19
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impossible for such a rural department store as Toyoko to merge such a

great depai' .Went store as Mitsukoshi." -I felt that it would be disad-

vantageous for me to quarrel with such seniors, and saying "AA far as

railway concerned, twill not itive way to you However, as for movie.

threatres and department stores, I will'give,way to you", I sold my

Stocks finally. Although I . had bought each stock at' Y 90 and sold. it

at Y 150, it was really regretfill forms.

By the way, at the time when ;hems in the midst of trouble, Mt:

KITADA WHO later became the president OfMitsukoshi was the director
•

of MitsUkdshi. Although I often asked 14m for an interview, he:dOenever

meit'me . Whenever I attended the conference of : department atores'and

expressed my opinions,, the conference Used td,be deadlocked. Then, medi

• atore ueed-to'close the:conferenCe.'

In the Meantime, the problem was settled, After that, I telephon

- edto Mr. KITIDA on one Saturday and asked him, "I woad like to seeL
6

you once. Even if you Can not act in concert withal', I would like to

talk to you." He replied,'accept your request: Bot.at -ay parent is

ill now, I must s gO tO .Katsuyama'in Chiba Prefecture. I will meet you,

"after that." On Sunday, Mr. KITADA went to his native Place and came

back to Tokyo on the same day: However, it seemed that he casuallfenter-

ed a telephone booth when he arrived in Tokyo. Perhaps he wanted tcicall-

his family. Then, he suddenly , dieddof apoplexy or heart failure. In

the following morning, he was found dead. Then, IKEDA and the persons

of the Keio academical clique clamored, t!poTo drove KITADA to death",

and I fell in a disadvantage. Even KOBAYASHI said, "COTO drove KITADA

• ••••■r	 q11!!
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9 .	 .

to death, because he used to nonplused KITADA for many hours at the con-

ferences so often." After Mr. KITADI l s death, Mr. ASABUKI Tsunekichi

was in the post of the president of Mitsukoshi for a while. Later Mr.

IWASE Eiichiro succeeded the post.

For the development of the Toyoko Railway Co. (soon this company

became the Tokyo Express Railway Co.) -- I bought up the Ikegami Railway

Co., the ,TamagawaRailway Co., the Keihin Railway Co., the Keio Railway

.Co. and many other railway compahies;- and won't:him under my influence.
-

also established new companies some times. Thus, I- used to hold more

than 120 companies‘semetireeis under my influence. Sometimes I had to
0

take a drastic measure-suqh.aatOcorner the stocks of.a;oompany.-ROW-,

: ever, these deeds of Mina were not because of my: mere-business_ambition

but because I loved thelorkets of tile ToyOko ..Electric Railway Company

and I also wanted.to reduce costs.

What gadmotf.d my bad reputation of Il lierto Keite in such a situation

were the attempt of taking overMitsukoshi and scrambling for the rail-

way company. , Twally I had lots of troubles at that time.

In March of 1934, the Tokyo Rapid Transit Railway. Co. was establish-

ed. Once the Musashi Electric Railway Co. gained the licence for the es-

tablishment of anuunderground railway between ShibdY4 and Iurakucho but

could not materialize the establishment and lost the effect of the licen-

ce. Later the TokYo City Authority gained the licence but it could not

establish the underground railway on account of financial difficulty.

1.	 A	 A	 4	 •	 O.	 A -	 *	 4.	 *	 A	 0	 4	 A ' 4	 4	 4
. 0. • $	 *	 *	 *	 *	 4	 0" f, - 0	 4	 *	 4. •	 *	 •*	 •i	 4	 4	 4	 0	 0	 4	 0	 4	 * • A	 A	 ,4 . 4	 4	 • • 0	 4.	 0	 4	 '0	 *•A.



However, the QYura & Co. which had undertook the "underground railway con-

struction of the Tokyo . Underground Railway Co. (Asakusa--Shinbashi) and

had an experience of underground railway construction, the Toyoko Elect-

ric Railway Co., and the Tokyo Underground Railway Co. established the

Tokyo Rapid transit Railway Co, in order to establish the sia?way between

•
	 Shibuya and Shinbashi. Mr. MONO Shigekuro was the president Mr. WAKI-

MICHI Homare was an esteeutgirse director, and I was an executive director.

It was a difficult task 'be) establish this compani, but we established the

company by some means or other and set ourselges to design And survey the

railway. Thus, we presented an application to the Railway Ministry for

a permission for the construction of a

bashi. However, HAYAKAWA Tokuji, originator and president of the Tokyo

Underground Railway Co. asserted, "The railway between Shinbashi and

Toranomon should be established by my Tokyo Underground_ Railway Co. The'

Tokyo Rapid Transit Railway Co. should. , establish a railway from Torano-

mon to Tokyo Station through Hibiya Park," and began to strongly object

to our undertaking. Accordingly I and KUROKOCH Shiro, chief engineer,

were summoned by than Director MAEDA Minoru of the Railway Control Bureau

and were urged to change our establihsment plan.

However, I thought that the establishment of a railway wouldbbe

valueless unless the :establishment of a railway' between .Shibttya and Tore-

nomon was impossible, and I believed that the establishment of a railway

between Shibuya and ToranomeminAdcordingly, I tried to persuade HAYAKAWA

and the members of the Tokyo Raid Transit Railway Co.; often negotiated

with the Tokyo Underground Railway , Co.. However, HAYAKAWA never withdraw

•	 •	 •	 9	 •	 0	 ' •	 •	 •	 •
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• r'his assertion but rather intensified his objection. i

[qbTherefore, I thought that there was no means but to hold the right'
,	 -

%	 :•■•
i• 'of management of the Tokyo Underground Railway Co. and to expel RAYAKAWA

from the company. Then, I paid frequent visits:to-Mr. ANAMIZU KuMao who

was the enterpriser of the painipiOn Electric i PoWer•Co. and of the Ifokur.

den Industry Co. and finallTI could buy up 450,000 stocks of the Tokyo

tbderground,Bailway Company thatMr.'ANAMIZU had possessed. Thus, in the

suer of 1939, I expelled RAYAKAWA.and established thepresentundergrOund

railway; At that time, those who furnished funds for me were Mr. KATO,

Takeo and Mr. TOZAWA YO'siiki of the Yasuda Trust Co. As HAYAKAWA.Was

a4raduate=of--,Waseda. Va7PrgMi: #1,-,,,.,“ f .thf,j(0-0,,,academical cliche

did not furhish funds forhim.

Anyway, I relied HATAKAWA. who aó the first originator of anunn-
g

derground railway in Japan, and - I deprived him of his undertaking con-

sequently, people sympathized. with RAYAKAWA and I was severely biluied by

10

In November of 1943, I was appointed advisor of the'Cabinet,and be-

ing appointed administrative inspector of wooden vessels, I inspected the

shipbuilding factoried all over he country. As wooden vessels were all

requisitioned for the use id the south Asian nations at that time, even

the coastal navigation in Japan was difficult. ' Accordingly, the govern-

ment planned to build wooden vessels about 500,000 ton every year, and

was lookinglor a man to carry out the plan. Although I had no experi-

--qr.-
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ence in the field of shipbuilding, TWO Hideki siltahis eyes on me and

FUJIWARA Ginjiro recommended me.

After making an inspection tour all over the country, I cane back

to HakOna. When I as mAliing,a report at Gora Hotel, I was informed of

my second 'sai l s 'aath in a battle field. I was attacked by sorrow feel-

ing. en 19 Feb. 1944, - I was suddenly summoned then Prime Minister TOJO

and Went-tothe prime Minister's Official: Residence immediately. TOJ-0
•

, asked me to take office as the• TransPortatiOn-COmmunication Minister,

and he said that the inauguration ceremony would ., take'pjiace.it, 9 p.m.

of the day. As it was "( sudden I asked .hfm,for riime ,to make :a reply

and calling .S-H11101atiA Michio, managing dfrector of thirt 0*A:out:fad'

sit Railway Co.. and KARASAWA Toshikix one or my friends, I:conferred with

them about the problek 	 told them that I would be unable to fulfil'

the responsible roles of A Cabinet Minister.

•However, ea my friends earnestlyurged te to take office- as the

TrateporationCommunication Minister, I finally made up my kind and

accepted;TOJO l e proposal. . When I visited the Imperial Palace on that

' night, ISHIWATA Sotaro'and UCHIDA Nobuyayere elso there. Thus the

inauguration, ceremony of three ministers was performed. However,

, though I became a Minister, I could not smoothly accomplish my roles as

the Transportation-Communication Minister on account of thelackof

.

ma-

terial and personnelunder the emergency situation during the wartime.

I experienced great difficulties at that time However, I believe that

it was very good that I relieved traffic in the vicinity of Nagoya Sta-

tion and improved the treatment of seamen.
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I had eXPerienOed.

business. My business ambition completely suppressed my sentiment.

. 0

However, as I became the Transportation-COmunication Minister at

that time, I was purged from public service for five years after the

war, but during these periods I devoted myself in my favorite tea-ce-

remony and reading old copies of sutras. While I was a purgee, I was

accused all crime of violating the purge order under the reason that I

made a interference in the affair of the company I had concerned. But

at the same time with my depurge, the crime became extinct autoMatical--.?.,
P

ly, and I came back 'to the Tokyo Rapid Traisit RailWay Company again.

Recently I am often asked by people if had love caffiars in the

past oi not. However, I have no experience)ef such rOmaritic affair. , If

f.•
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