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B CONFIDENTIAL

I, PRRAMELE

Subject, born at Kazanovka, Poland, is an Austrian citizen. He
followed the trade of an upholsterer, later forsaking it for the more
luerative work of an Abwehr Agent and a grand-scale blackmarket opera-
tor, Although of Jewish faith, the roport will show Subject's un—
scrupulous nature in dealings with mcmbers of his own faith, at all
times taking advantaffo of ‘their plight in furtherance of hls ot 1nterests.'

His arrest was basod upon a request from the Br:.tish Fss, dc.tcd
15 August 1946, in order to be interrogated on his Abwehr activitics
at Viexma, Budapcst and Istanbul.

According to i0IC CIC Vionna, dated 7 October 1946, Subjoct vwas
apprchended on L Scptember 1946 in Vienna XIX, after intcn31ve scarch
in ¢ooperation with the state police of the l9th District. At the
tine of the arrast; Subject tricd to get rid of six diamonds of high
value, which werc in his posscssion, but in this he failed. (Sce Annex 4)

Anncx B gives a list of scven prov:Lous arrests and three connctlons.

Subject is shrowd, apparcntly Xnowing interrogation technique and
4ts wore or less standard coursc of proccdurc. He will admit to no
Abrohr activity, claiming that he never rcceived a penny from the Abvchr
and that his work was nurcly in conncetion with procurcment, be it
forcign currcncy or rarc delicacics. By denying any Abwchr activity
in face of all the damaging testimonmy against him, thorough interroga-
tion, pressing thc "good liars must also have good mcmorics" motto, but
failing in breaking Subjoct®s story, must still, in light of his shady
past, accept all the derogotory ov1d'~ncc asraa.nst him, o

IT. INTL'RROGATION OF RUDOLPH SEDLACFK IN CONNECTION WITH SUBJECT'S ACTIVITIES
IN THE ABWRAR .

Rudolghﬁesfbmcm( former V-man of the Abwohr, Amt III F AST Vicnna
in Budapecst, was interrogatcd in Camp liarcus W, Orr, wherc he is in-
torned, on Subject'siactivitics 1n the Abwehr,

HORINA, deputy hc‘.d of the

SEDLACEK statod that in 19L3(Majg
IIT F Branch, dcrk. Col Ba.ro%o/nyr h_‘ E, in thc pre- -
scnce of XKarXGFRORNER, alils z.u Tha rSCETEDE ™ hcad of thc Stadt-
burcau III in Budapest, ordere },o accompany DURST on a trip to
Istanbul, Turkcy. Subjoct was to contact the JOINT, a Jewish Relief
Orgamization, as it was suspccted that cnemy int'omation passcs through
its channcls. Subject.was to ascertain this and try to introduce
SEDLACFK to the JOINT porsonnels .. ‘SEDLACBK: was also to watch over Sub-
ject so that the usual blackmarket financial deals wouldn't jcopardize
the real purpesc of the trip.
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«+ . In spitcé of a weok stay in Istanbul, DURST never introduced SEDIACEK to

. the JOINT people, only during the £oldowing trip.. At this sccond trip, DURST

boastca that through VENDER, alia PESCU (another V-man), ho was introduced
to BARIE, an American dlplonat, and\claimed to have hecard very 1ntcrestlng
storlos s vhich certainly would interest the Abwehr.

Later, GFRORNER has also told SEDIA CEK tha.t DURST posscsscs good encryy
information contacts. \

It wos during SEDLACEK!'s third trip to Istanbul with DURST vwhen the -
latter related to him that some Americajy officer requested information from
him vhich DURST forwarded to GFRORNER, tiho 1n turn dispatched it to Berlin
for attention and reply. \

According to SEDLACEX, DURST was the\one who infomed GFRORNER in Scpt—
cnber 1943 of WENDER's flight to Turkey. \IENDER was consequently arrcsted
two or threc days later at Svilengrad, Bulgeria.

\

INTERROGATION OF HANSYCEFAELL IN conNECTTON“ﬂITH SUBJECT'S ACTIVITIES IN

i
1

: \
GEFAELL was an Agent of AST Vienna, Stg.d\”g,burcau II, before its dis-
solution took placc. He was interrogated on 12 Noverber 1946 in Bad Ischl
where he is now at liberty. GEFALLL clains that DURST was considered in
Budapest as the man who was in a position to buy Jews free from the state |

policce In recturn, they hod to pay cnormous values in noncy and jeowelrye -

\ .

DURST alle gedly deliverced a great number of' \people to the Gestepo and,

as it was learncd later, this noncy was uscd tm'\rd the equipnent of Volks-
deutsche SS dlnsmns. :

DURST had, zlready in Swmer of 1943, frec oritrance into the Headquarters
of the Gestapo on the Svabhegy, ncar Budapest and Wos sosn circulating in
their circles. _ _ \

\
INTERROGATION OF I.AJOR DR. HORINA IN COIINEC’I'ION YITH SUBJECT'S CONTACTS -
WITH THE SD

Source, who was rclcascd fron Canp larcus W, OIX‘ recently and now lives
in-Enns, wos interrogated on 10 November 1946, He stpted that DURST was
asked to go to Istambul in the Spring of 1943 in ordey to cstablish whether
or not the JOINT had any con.nectlons with the cnemy 1r\tclllgenco scrvice.

Returning from Istanbul, DURST cxpressed satlsfg.cﬁlon/OVOr his neating
vitih the JOINT, through an introduction by V-mon Erich»&ENDIR, DURST men-
tioned the nones of WENIA, UEBERALL, SCHINDLER and others, who werc prescnt
at the neeting. Also attending the necting were sonc Ancricans and British,
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. vho questioned Subjcet closcly on intelligenec matters. DURST was pro-
nised preforenticl treatment by them, after an Allied victory, if he wiere
to furnish thcn ith worthwhile intclligence.

An Allied quostionnaire wes given to DURST, who gave it to GFRORNER,

vho in turn forwarded it to Berlin. Roturning from his sccond trip to
Istonbul, DURST reported that the answors were delivered to the JOINT,
- where thoy were translated into Inglish and forwarded to intcrested par- .
ticse Shortly thorcafter an Aicrican canc, who cxamined the entire re=
port with Subjecet, requesting claboration on certain points which Subject
supplicd, The cffects of thc bombings on the population 6f Sofia was one

- of the points in question, The contents of the questiomnaire dealt chicfly
vrith nmilitary infomation, wor industrics and public moralce

V; HMAJOR HANS. VUKITS! TESTIMONY QN SUBJECT!'S J.CTIVITIES VITH THE SD, THE
GIISTAPO AND THE JOINT

Jor)quﬁms former momber and Chicf of ITI F AST VIENNA, now
an iminte of Camp Marcus W, Orr, was interrogated in rogard to Subacct's
activities vhile in cnploy of the Abwchr.

In April l9bh, agcording to VUKITS, after the occupation of Hung
by _the German troops, Stumb“nnfuchr%@ﬂﬁ"ﬂ and chrstumb’mnfubhror
MILER of the 8D, cam¢ to Budapest with a special mission from HIMMLER
which consistced l@goly in taking the nccessary steps for the establish-
nent of new divisions, It sccned that the aryanization of the city was

also onc of their tasks.

. During the many negotiations with the leading JJews of Budapast,.
ASTNER an WNDT, it was adwontagcous to have DURST present, who kept
hesc Jowish representatives under the strongest pressure, allegedly in~
creasing nanyfolds KRUMEI's original moncy demands. Through the cmploy=-
nent of these methods, DURST succceded in turning over to KRUMEI large

suns of moncy, cnriching h:mscli‘ at the samc timc,

After Subject's and GFRORMNER's arrcst by thc Gcstapo, onc@nspoctor/
CHHEIT wes cntrusted to handle their case. A visit by VUKITS to BUCHHEIT
in regard to their arrest was interrupted by a telephone call, From the
conversation Source gathered that on the other end somcbody was asking
for a new assignment for DURST, who had alrcady sent in a report on his
fellovwr prisoncrse This roquest vas declined by BUCHHEIT because DURST
was already scheduled to be trensfcrrod to a concentration camp.

LS bo Subject's contacts with the JGINT, Source alleges, that when
Subjcct returned from a trip to Istanbul he brought back with him an
cnemy questionnaire, which wes answered by IIIF and then dispatched to
Abt, III D, Lt. Col. CARTELLIERI, for final approval. Thec answers in a
final form werc then tronsmitted by Subject on his following trip to
Istanbul to the "Americon Intelligence Scervice'.



VX INTERROGATION RESULTS

A,.

Lifc History

8 December 1898: Born at ILzo.novka, Ukralno
Fathers Hemman DURST (doccased)
lHother: Bertha DURST (nce GOLDBERG, deccascd)

Brother: Lco DURST, caigrated to the US in 1938. Now in Philiadelphia-
Brotheré Oscar DURST, cmigrated to the US in 1938 Now in Phila dclphla.

" Sisters: Reogina and Sophlc (both deceased)

LAt e

1905

1916

Nov 1918
Hay 1513
Fcb 1922
JAug 1925

Jan 1929
dug 192._9

Jun 1938

Vife (common-lawr): Bertha VIENINGER, 39 years old, 11v1ng in Vicnna
XIX, Dollingerstrasse 5

Son' Leopold 2L, from Subject's previous wedlocke Scrved in the
Yichrmacht as an Untcrofflzn.cr vith the 33rd Panzer Regt. Dischargc‘d

in 1946
Davghtoer: Trud:. TIENINGER; the daughtcr of Subjcctt!s prcscnt vife

His cntire family moved to Vl_cnna, where Subject attended nine
years of school, at the same time lecarning to be an upholsterer.

Drafted into the Austrion-Hungarian Army, he was assigned to the
SSth Infantry Regiment at Biclitz-Biala, Silesia and sent to Piave,
Italy. Vias wounded on both legs. Discharged November 1918,

Six months in a Vicnnesc hospital

Yorked in his brother!s business as an upholstercr

Imployed by various upholstery fims

Took over o gas-appliance agency in partnership with his brother—
in-}av ' : :

¥as arrcsted and sentenced to six nonths in jail for enbezzlenent

Roturned to his brother!s upholstery business where he ramained
ant1l March 1938, during which time he was arrested and sentenced
on two occasions on charges of crbezzlenent, receiving jail tems
of six and ninc nonths respcctively. : .

Subjectts brothers and their families emigrated to the United States,

lcaving him bchind to tarc for his aged mother. Thoy left 9000
‘marks for this purposc, which proved sufficicht until the death of
his nmother in the Fall of 1938. At this time he went to live with
his cormon-law wife, WIENINGIR, kceping out of sight nost of the
time, but frequenting cafo-houscs where aryan passports could be

ol -
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.o

obtained without the "J¥ designation, One KarlWGSIK did provide
Subject with such a piassport for the sum of 1000 marks.

liidMle of KOSIK also gave him the job. of papering the walls of an office at

1939 until No, 9 Bauernmarkt, V:.cnna, Later he learped that it was an Abwehr

" Hay 194l office hcaded by Artn MR (alias dﬁ&:ﬁ), KOSIK, who was the
adninistrative clerk.there, criployed Subject to handle financial
transactions for him and ilAHR and pald Subject a weekly wage of 50 .
narkse SubJoct renained with this office as a V-man cven after the
departurc of MAHR and the arrival of the new chief, GFRORNER, alias
Dr,SOHIEIETT, Subjcct's activitics were tra.nsfcrrcd to Bud:;post whcn
a sub-station was cstablished there in 1942,

10 ¥ay Ll Was arrested in the hone of BRANDT by 8D Hauptsturnfuchrer KLAGES
on charges of trcason, Taken to the Rossaucrlacnde jail in Vienna
from which he was relcascd ot the liberation of Vicnna, Up to his
arrcst by CIC on 4 Septenmber 1946, Subject engaged in blackmarket
and forcign currency deals in addition to his role as an informant
to the Vienna State Police on matters pertaining to the JAbwchr, .

B, Excorpts Taken fron the Report LSX~-32 on Lt, Col, Baron von IZANNTEUFEL .

Lt, Col. B;ron .von HANNTEUFEL=-SZOEGE, Abwehr officer from 1937 until
1945 and Subject!s superior, states in Roport LSX-32 dated 18 July 1945,
the following:

ls Subject "was a clcver but unscrupulous and unrcliable agent®,

2o The Col, further stc.'tcd that 211 he knows of the JOINT organi-
zation is fron hearsay. VIENINGER (DURST) reported to hin that this
organization was Jevish, split.into two definite pa.rts. Quoting fron
‘the rcport' _

The JOINT was an "orgenization whosc ainm was to help all Jews in
trouble or destitute in the Balkans, Poland, Gemamy, as wcll as the
rest of Europce" It was also "an intelligenco pooling service sponsored
by the Anglo-fmorican Intelligence services in the !liddle Easte The

. objoct of this scrvice was to sift all peoplec who cofaic to then and,
after careful vetting, to bring the possiblc candidates into contact
vrith the Allicd Intelligence Services, VIENINGER told Subject (in this
casc the Col.) that he hinsclf had also come in contact vi th the latter
and had brought back with hin verbal ingquiries and instructions fron
then which he was to answér by word of mouth on his next trip to Istan-
bul. These questions, with alrcady prepared answers, were scnt to IIT
F Abwehr Hauptanit Berlin by III F AST Vienna, with the denand thot VIEN=
INGER be allowred to carry thirough this play, After Lt. C REUND,
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III F Abwchr Hauptant Bcrlln, and IIT D (Lt, Col, CARTELLIERI) had
rearranged the answers, Berlin accepted the proposal, and returncd the
answers to WIENINGER to pass on to the Allied Intclligence scrvices.
This, WIENINGER did through JOINT, and later also held W/T ecorrmnica- ,
tions with the Allies, At the vory point where the whole play was rcad-
ing its most interesting stage cverything was ruined by the arrcst

of TIENINGER and GFRORNER by the Gestapol®

According to the Coloncl, after his arrcst in May 19Lk in Budapest,
Subjecct was to have worked for the Gestapo as an infomer in the Vicnna
Jail, ' ' ‘

C. Exccrpts Taken fron the Top Sccret Report ISC/GSDIG/ON}

Subjcet was also confronted with the infomation conpr.Llcc. in ".bovc
nentioned report dated 9 January 1946, regarding his activities in Viecnna
irmediately aftor the liberation of that city by Russian troops.

D. Prisoncer's Explanations to all Gharges

DURST ¢lains that he knows Erich TENDER for nany yocars, having beon
engoged with hin in various business deals rvanging fron blackmarket moncy
cxchanges to diamonds and silver fox tronsaetions, as carly as 1938,

UENDER approached DURST in Liarch 1943 with the proposition that

the latter take 17,000 Hungarian pengocs to the JOINT at Bratislava,
DURST took the matter up vith: GFRORNER, his superior, and reccived fron
hin- the ncecssary papers for clecaring the bordere. In llay of the sane
yoar another sun of $80Q0 was to be taken to Bratislava at which time
DURST learnced that these JOINT nonies were to be transported fron Istanbul
to points north on a norec or lecss pernancnt basis, He irmediatcly saw
good possibilitics of additional income for hin and for GFRORNER, whosc

" ovm income was not in proportion with the grandiosc neceds and desires
of his nistrgss, GFRORNER agrced to supply the esscntial papers for
DURST and in rcturn shared in the percentage DURST reccived from the
JOINT, Altogether DURST alleges, ‘there were about five trips to Istanbul.
The swas thus received by GFRORNER were sufficicently high for hinm to
coniplete the building of a villa in Budapcest together with lwurious
furnishin"s. . '

DUPST hinsclf fared very xrcll, but ofter the third tr:Lp, in order
to safeoguard hie future comings and goings w and froa Istanbul, b
concocted a story to the cffecct that the JOINT.pcople in Istanbul were
trying to obtaln sone intelligence information from him and also preparcd
a list of fictitious questions presumably coning from the JOINT, This

- list then he gave to GFRORNER for propmrauon.
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: SOMNEI ??ﬁﬁxﬁsgﬁk!w

DULST clains that on his noxt trip to Istanbul, around July 1943,
he had to romain overnizht in Sofia Bulgaria, waiting for train con=-
ncetion to Istanbul. Durlng the night an Allied air-attack on Sofia
took placc which delayed his departure for a day. Reaching Istanbul
and the JOINT, Subject found o nunmber of English speaking gentlemen
in the offlcos, all trying to find out the oxtent of the damage inflicted
upon Sofia. Onc of the mon produced a map and asked DURST to point out
the bonb danages, which he clained he did.

Subject maintains that cxcept for this onc occasion nobody in
Istanbul over solicited his help on natters of intelligence and any
infomation received from GFRORNER for transmittal to the JOINT was
never given to then as nobody had requested then,

Subject categorically denics anything linking hinm to the SD and
that he obtained largo suns fram the wealthy Jews of Budapest under
durcss. He denics that he cver acted as an infomer for the Gestapo
whilc imprisoncd by theme He also denies that he helped GFRORNER preparc
a report on Abwchr activitics for the Sovict,

CONCLUSION

It is contended by this Headquarters, in full agrecenent with the
HMOIC 430th CIC Dectachment, doted 7 October 1946, that Subjeet constitutes
a scrious threat to our sccurity, His explanations to the charges were
given by Subject in a menner clearly indicative that he himsclf disbelicved
every word he uttered.

. It is likely that Subject as a former Abwehr agent was still in con~
tact with nany other former agents, who arc in the ecmploy of forcign
govermients and who cxchenge intelligence infomation with cach other,

There is no rcason to doubt the veracity of all the individuals who
were interrogated and who gove incerinminating infomation about the pri-
soner, DURST admits that he was never o popular nan, having alwoys more

- enerrics than friends, but nanc of thesc sources have anything to scttle

with prisoncr and have no ulterior notives in naking their accusations.

Possessing a long crininal rccofd, Subject sives the inmpression of
a nan vho for HOHGJ will undertake almost anything and it is reasonable
to assunec thot ot the tinc of his arrest by CIC he was busily cnraged
widening his foraer contacts. Be it blackmarket or more serious forn

“of threat to our occupation, the fact ronains that intermment will clin-

inatc or forstall any dangerous actions on the part of the prisoner

~7~
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VIXI, ANNEXES
Ay Dianonds in Subjoct's Posscssion

According to a statement signed by LeopoldyRECHTHALFR, cxcéutive -+
official, Stapo District Office Vienna XIX, ject was arrcsted at
the corner of Pyrkergasse and Vermoscrgasse when he was about to enter
his car. Acting on orders from the arresting official, the chauffeur
procceded in the direction of Gatterburggassc. Vhen the car centered
Gatterburggassce from Docblinger Hauptstrasse, Subject tricd to jump
out of the car. Subject broke away from the official, did Jump out
of the car and escapeds The official followed and cought hin in a
housc on Docblinger Hauptstrasse where Subject had entered a lavatory
in order to get rid of a valuable sct of jewolry, consisting of six
dianond rings. After a scverc struggle, in which sone passers=by’
Joined, Subjcct was prevented from doing so and was delivered to the
Stapo District Officc., ‘Subjcct was in posscssion of the following
itens: :

2 damorid rings, gold mounted, with a stonc of 7 rm cach in diamcter

1 diamond ring platinun-nounted, with a stonc of 13 mm in diamcter

1l ddanond ring  platinumeniounted, with a stonc of 10 nn in diancter

) diamond ring narrow platinum band, with a stonc of 8 mn in dianeter

1, ddamond ring with onc pearl and a stonc of § mry in. diancter “ind
snall lozenge—shaped dianonds '
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Prisoner's Arrest Record

Landsgsericht Wien -

Bezirksgericht Vion I

Landesgericht Viien I

9 October 1919, Vr XII E 4230/19, thoft

# L6Q St. G.gon 160,266 St, G, Threo (3) .

days arrest (Pcace amnesty)

8 November 1922, U II 1635/22, # L77
St.G. 10,000 Kronen fine or four (L)
days arrest (Suspicious purchasc)

7 January‘l929, 1Vr 7422/28, # 183

. 8te Go (ombeozzlanent) six (6) months
- prison . L

Landesgericht Tien I

Bezirksgericht Tien I

Bezirksgericht Tien I

29 November 1930, 3a Vr 6426/30 4 # 171,
173 U61/197, 183 St.G. (theft, fraud
ond cmbezzlenent), six (6) months prison

25 January 1935, 13 U 1574/3L, # L61/197
SteGe (fraud) three (3) wecks arrcst

9 March 1935, 3 U 366/35, # 31l St.G.

(Interfercnce with an official act) two

- £2) days arrcst

Landesgericht 7ien I

15 Jonuory ‘1937, 1b Vr 6452/35, # 183
St.Ge {crmbezzlenment) nine (9) nonths
prison -
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