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A 'Traitor' Speaks
By OTTO JOHN

KATZENELNHOGEN, West Germany
—.As a "traitor" who was once "un-
masked" by Herr Richard Gehlen, the
retired German intelligence chief, I

like to say something about
Herr- Gehlen's memoirs, already pub-
lished in West Germany and soon to
be published in "unexpurgated" form
In the United States.

I was the head of West German
counterespionage in July, 1954, when
I was abducted from,West Berlin by
the Soviet K.G.H. That action by the
Soviet intelligence service cleared the
Way for Herr Gehlen's rise to the top
of Dr. Konrad Adenauet's secret serv-
ice.

At that time Herr Gehlen called Me
• a "traitor." Now, I want to ask the

question: Is it not treason to publish
, in the .United States top-secret ma-
• terial banned from publication in West

Germany?
What is treason? It depends from

which side • you look. "Once a traitor,
always a traitor," said Gehlen to my

• superiors in the Bonn Ministry of In-
, terior after I disappeared and sor-
I faced in East Berlin. .

Queried as to what he meant,
•

—.......... .

len answered that John had committed
treason in making contacts with the
enemy during the war (which I had
done, in fact, on behalf of the resist-
ante against Hit)"in and that I, there-
fore. would cemmit treason again and
again.

I flare to say thot I have always
remained true t e myself. I was a radi-
cal opponent of H i tler and fought him.
right from the beginning. until I
es:2;1d from Berlin to London after
the failure of our revolt against Hit-
ler on .Laly 20. 1944. I did not owe
any loyalty to Hitler. What about
Gehler.?

By the time the Wehrmacht was
deorr.ed to unconditional surrender
Gehlen had become the most trusted
top adviser to Hitler On all intelligence
matters concerning Russia. He owed
loyalty to Hitler because as an ardent
believer he had sworn loyalty to him.
He had shared and enjoyed Hitler's
political success and military victories.
In the midst of defeat, however, he
deserted his Fuhrer, as did Goring,
Hintrnler and many others. He de-
fected, taking Hitler's secret intelli-
genee archives to the victorious Amer-
ican Army. If any one was a traitor

according to moral standards of the
Wehrmacht, Gehlen was!

Gehlen's memoirs are boosted as
bestseller by means of a feeble-
minded. fantastic :Jet f,ilse statement
co-:tending that Martin Borma:m. Hit-
ler's deputy. as a Soviot spy.

"Two reliable informations assured
inc in the fifties." writes Gehlen,
"that Martin Borrnann was alive in
the Soviet Union under perfect rover.
The former head of Hitler's Chancery
defected to the Soviets whilst the Red
Army occupied Berlin. He then lived
as adviser to the Soviet Government
in Russia where he has died in the
meantime."

No competent intelligence researcher
has been able to trace these two mys-
terious sources. I happen to know
them. They are former Cavalry Capt.
Dietrich 1.•en leuenheirn and the writer.
Guido Ruder. They "revealed" the de-
tails in a pamphlet, "Soviet Agents
Everywhere." called a "Report of the
Intelligence of the Russian Emigra-
tion," i.e., the White Russian emigra-
tion from Czarist Russia. published in
1955. 'The pamphlet is based on the
ideology of the notorious "Protocols
of Zion." For such obscure nonsense
Gehlen was easy prey.

Gchlen has the face to add much
color to what he calls in his merwiirs
"the revelation of his long-kept s..•eret
that conceals the key to the 'most
mysterious case of our een:ury." Hu
pretends thet Adm. Wilhelm Can-
arts, head of Wehrmacht intolligence
at the beginning of the Russian cam-
paign. found out that Bormann was a
Soviet spy; that Borrnann had at his
dispo,a1 one nonstispeet
Oen by v.. inch he r r-- munieatod
the Soviets the m • ,:t important 5cr. ts
of the G.-rrnan Snprerne
There was never such a wire!,...,s sta-
tion.

I was close tn AiOniral Cr ...aris in
the resistarce against Hitler !;.ginning
in 1039 and a confidant. of b.:: closest
advisers. Colonel, later Ge: , . Hans
Oster, his Chief of Staff. ene Hans
eon . Doitnanyi, a High Court judge.
There was never a hint at Bormann's
spy activity for the Soviets.

Dr. Otto John, former chief of coun-
terespionage in West Germany, has
spent the years since his release from

prison trying to ciear his name of
treason charges.
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