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| Anong the bcattbred_hillb of the ot.y o Berg, .an ino - {ouous forest road

leads down to the eastern bank of the Lake Starnberg. Every morning, for 18 years,
unleas he was travelling or sick, the man living out there, used this narrow, green

yoad to go to his mysterious headquarters in Pullach near Mumnich., His nawe became

a legend, and very often, photographsrs sat. in trees or behind bushes to take

" plotures of himy pictures which have been a deaired item all over the world. They

failed.
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Thus, our correspondent, Jochen Wilke (VOLUNTAS), desoribed his visit with re- -
tired General Reinhard Gehlen, chief of the Bw’xiemaclwiohterxuenst (END) (Federal
" Intelligence Service), who retired on 1 May 1968. Wilke's report on his visit
was published in a recent issue of the magazine "Neue Rovue" from which the follow- .
ing passages have been extractodt
If you are roady now to follow me inconspicuously to General Gehlen then plea,se
leave behind all your TV imaginations, or you will be very disappointed. No lurk-
ing assassins. No chirping wireless set inaide a ball-point pen. No gun holster,
No periscope on the ohimay. No camouflaged entrance through which you can reach
the "Holy of Holdes”.. Even the modern radar antanna i{n the garden, later on turns
-out to be the clothes-drier installed for the convenience of his wife. Instead,
a wide open entrance for the visitor, and a medium~sized, 8lim man in a grey summer
. suit steps out of the house to welcome the guest. Just as if you were visiting an
‘acquaintance somewhere. Even tho distrustful ghepherd was locked up before my
_arrival. The dog 1ikes to snatch at moving trouser-legs. "Should we not close
the gate 7", I asked the gensral. With a wave of his hand he replied: "Oh no,
that will be done by somebody in the- family".
2. AS A W,
Benweu » Ituhardtowﬁmtandt}uttbechief of the PND was never omght
. face to face, ‘although dozens of experienced photographers chased him. Neverthe-
less it 1s a matter of fact, although he moved about quite freely at home as well
_as abroad. He was travelling much and even made camping trips, certainly not to
publio places, but to guarded places equipped with redio-tolephone, -There are
some photographs from those days, but naturally taken from distances which do not
psrudt recognition of his face.
Por a umﬂwﬂwtomphmowmgwxlenaswcmmht Officer was the only one
existent (it 1is published with this article). A second pioture, which is also
"published herewith, shows Gehlen in a sailing boat together with one of his daughtms.
Bemﬂsnttendodﬂw&mdaymetim;oftheh-otestmtchumhm&rs, went
shopping, participated in the parents' consultations of the school and visited
his neighbours regularly as is customary in the countryside. They knew his true
nams. And no photographer got to him ? For this, Gehlen has a very sympathetic
explanation on hand. He 18 convinced that his fellow citizens made a sport of
soreening him. against strangers. They played the James Bond game voluntarily and
ganhinohxﬂuﬁmdgnitctmngsmhadbeminﬂwemmmmpped
Once I got & rather excited warning telephone call from the pharmecy that there
mampioiomcaruxdmbodyimuirmsaboutm « The general informed the
police. They found reporters from BEC {n London had come to Berg to locate the
-house of the BND Chief. They did not find it.
Furthermore, shortly afterwards a hewspaper with loud claims of self-congratulation
‘published a photograph with the name of "Gehlen", but actually showing quite an~
other general - the Knight of Niedermeyer. We are sitting in the living room around
the tea-table. Mrs. Herta Gehlen nbe von Seydlitz-Kurzbach, the retired msidant‘
and a friend of his who talks to him with his old pseudonym "Dr. Sohneider”. In
the background, the garden slopes toward the lake, much sun, books on the wall
and a strikingly beautiful engraving of the old Moltke, still the idol of every
German General Staff Officer. No maid appears. Mrn. Gehlen does the serving her-
self. The whole house shows a modesty, very rare with respect to the represent-
atives of our state. It {8 quite different to sit opposite a 67-year old gentle-
man named Gehlen in the friendly atmosphere of a tea hour, from encountering him
on the jungle paths of the secret services. The person who is dependent upon
guesses, susploions amd rumors would ghiver with this man and his incomparable
intrigues. He would take him for the intellectual issue of Batman, icy and ouming,
ready for any infamous action. Preastigo can be also detrimental, for Gehlen can
be imagined capable of anything even that there is no Gehlen - that he is a phan-
tom. The man who is considered to be an international star of the espionage .
profession saids "And you have to think as well that I volunteered for the uni-
versity when I was a young officer, primarily in order to prevent getting detaohrod
for the secret service”. The well-known German saying refutess AS the twts’ 18
Suddenly the 0OMwreation turned to memoirs. Will Reinhard "“”iteiup his pen ?
That is a subject WID~h makes publishers and PGAZine ~ of lrwense

M ti~n soei8 to vo of 1o intercst to him. 4s
cdipima . But °mum‘“ rna, m‘ff’,‘“‘“’“ fottores Which will it bind him when wrftins
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.ard the small fully automated kitohen. This is
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his memoire. The secrecy limits him more than anything else. Therefore his
literary efforts will be restricted to an official report on his secrot service
career for the governoent. :
Besides his old hobby waits for him, which ho will enJoy thomu&hly this summer:
aquatics. Aoccidentally, because of the housing problem in Munich in 1949, he was
forocad to purchase an old house at the Lake Starnberg, here on this estate, the
gensral bscame an enthusiastic sailor. His new boat lies down on the shore. Ha
mitatanoxmbitimm&mmthenmbc@titbwtehptwmforf«ﬂnmam
marks. ("Of course with a trailer, to treansport ft.....”).

Travels ? Without order, exept of official duties ? And freer than before, lixe
a normal tourist ? A long-dram Yes from the mouth of the retired president - uut
here, ths seoand voioe, the voice of "Dr. Schneider”, makes itself heards Probably,

- I have something to do beforehand. Andfxmtlwleinmtimnrewapucois

cancelled. "llav I ahall show you the housa", the general said, "if you are
atep a small veraxia to start the round and here Gehlen
known from the old photos = the man with the dark sun glassés,

the first timo, dus to the long rays of
he'd also tun up his collar now, then he'd

ve read about him previously.
‘OWN: FROM ' ORDER
cams irom a mail order firm, A few personal
touches wade by the house-ocwner himsalf have worked miracles and the marks of the
standardized type of comtruot.ion have disappeared. For instance, tho collar, the
mdmwlmwmm;niungduk.ium 18 lined with » the garden,
house for a married couple, where
a guest can spend the night also. His son and family live in the old house, a
&mmmumm,mwmsimm%ymwwmummm
al's. Hisson_cm'iltophmnlenisamsiciatmhmmh. If the two daughters
come for a visit, they can choose where to stay -~ with the parenta or with their
brother. The houses are on the same costate.
Hhihgﬂditngﬂuhom.ﬂmealledhisvmtstoAmerioa.
There all rooms were shown him candidly when he inspected a house or an apartment.
The same with him and he doesn't omit even the bedroom, in spite of the feeble
protests of his wife; the protoat of all housewives in civilized countries. "But
it 1s not yet tidied up !" Oh ! Before I forget, in the oourse of this tour I
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© finally discovered something which is remotely reminiscent of the exciting pro-

fession of the houso-omner. I refer to the battery-powered alarm system. Oddly
enough, I did not find a television set. General Gehlen never watches any of the
TV eapionage or secret service series. "They are all very fantastic", I said.
"Yes," the expert replied, "and certainly romantic, too. In reality, the modern
intelligence service, with its electronic and computer techniques, oconsists to a

. great extent of statistics, documents and diligent work".

What can be said about the person of the general ? You alrexly know that he is

. mediun~sized and that he wears a grey suit. From a foreign press report it could
be learned that he may not be a normal man, he may be a superman; without heart,

only brain.

" I have knom General Gehlen for many years - admittedly as an outsider, as a jour-

nalist ~ and I disagree with this image. He has a good heart and appreciates the
pecple around him} he is a thoughtful . human being. Ocoasionally, the chief of a
secret service must mmlke oritiocal decisions. This is the natural way of such in-

- stitutions. Yet there is no evidence that Gehlen ever denied humanity and human

ethics. If he had not become an officer than he would likely have applied himself

~ to medicine. He has a burning interest in psychology and psychiatry. His intimate

friends assert that he was cut out for a "ouror of souls"”. Gaehlen, the son of a
publisher, obtained his character molding in the "Reiohswehr” and the. Ueneral Staff.

' Ho oalls himself a reluctant chief of the secret servioce because of his earlior
- striving against transfer to the counter intelligence during his tour in the "Reichs
~ wehr"s In a new French book (™Le gbnéral gris") compiled frow several s;»“-'ﬂsv :

one can DN the following description of General Gehlen:
A Xt of intellectunl, realist ami diplomats msambwm
British °°1‘<11al colonel in plain clothes. Wears “rl/caMi
vattered i & purned-up coat~-collar, ne
bant clerk. T
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