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BER.LI'N remains the main battleficld.
in the war between the two rival

gangs of Hitler's former Secret Service
men,

.On the one side are those workin
under Communist. Seccurity. chiel Erich’
Miclcke for East Germany and Moscow.
On the other, those working for the West
under 59-ycar-old Rcinhard Gehlen,
Hitler's former chicf of anti-Soviet espion-
age, who, after spying for the Amecricans
during the first tcn post-war years, is today
the Sccret Service chief of Chancellor
Adenaucr’s Federal Republic,
weck passes without announcements from
both sides of agents captured, of murdcrs.
abductions and disappearances.

While I was in West Berlin recently the.
newspapers there announced the shanghai-
ing from West Berlin of Heinz Brandt.
former lcader of the Sovier-Gérman metal
workers' union. who two years earlicr had
escaped from the. East to the West. The
Soviet-Germans promptly retorted that
Heinz Brandt had- been arrested on Soviet-
German- tcrmory at Potsdam while trying
to recruit informants for the service of
Rcmhard Gehlen.

"And as [ write the West German news-
papers are full-of the trial for treason of
a certain Commander Walter Krenz. of the
West German Navy. Krenz is.a former
officer of Hitler's. Navy who became .a spy
for ‘the 'Russians after the war. Under
instructions from: his -Soviet masters he
joined the new German Navy in 1957 as a
radar specialist. For four years.he passed
them dll the N.A.T.O. secrets thit came his
way:

.Earlier in the year a deputy .of thc West

Gcrman Parliament named Frenzel was
sentenced to a long term of imprisonment
for e<plonage Gehlen men had caught liim
too passmg N.A.T.O. secrets—he had
obtained them by virtue of his membership
of the Bundestag’s top secret defence com-
mittce—to contact men ot Prague's Com-
mums; government And so xt 3oes on.

Many..Change Szﬁ_des :

The fact is that caseslike that of

-George-: Blake and the former R.N. petty

officer Harry' Houghton, sensational-

"Britain because of their rarity, are by com-

parison commonplace in Germany. - There
the political upheavals, the defeats’suffered

by such super-patriots and super-chauvin. =

ists as the Kaiser and Hitler, the to-ing and
fro-ing between militarism and authoritari.’
anism and anti-militarism.and anti-authoris
tarianism, coupled -with the post-war

division of the country, have producedv

among ‘many Germans an opportumsm ‘in
their loyalties unparalleled in Britain since
the Jacobites and thc Vlcar of Bray. " b

As a result it is quite common for
agents of the Gcehlen ‘service to be turned
round by the Communists, and for agents

of Miclcke to be turned round by Gehlen. .

The- Communists -have boasted more
about their prowess in this rcspect than
Gehlen. For with a population in their
zone - which is ‘at- best apathetic .to the
Ulbricht regime, they must for ever try to
impress .it with -the ‘efficiency of their
Security Service.

Gehlen, t6o, however, has allowed :one

or two of his tnumphs to become known.
Most impressive of these was his success
in planting an agent in the officc of Ernst
Wollweber- himself, the first = almost
legendary spy chief of Soviet Germany. -
The agent was a certain  Walter
Gramsch who went under the cover name
of * Brutus " in the Gehlen service, Because
he was personally know to Wollwcber as
a Social- Democrat and a transport expert,
he was able. to get himself a. job fn
Wollweber's Transport Commxssanat carly
in 1946.

This was only a few months after,

Gehlen had  started up  his - -espionage
organisation _again under American
auspices. The Soviet-Germans had no

‘Hardly a ;

-to -work

. had given away thc plan,

~ of strin
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suspivion of Gramsch. He quickly worked
his way up ta the impartant posinon of,

- director of the dcpanmcm *Fleet and

Harbours™.

From this position ** Brutus ™ was able

. to send back much valuable information,

not only about Soviet troop movemerits
but also about’ the organisation, the
personncl, ind the activitics of Wollweber's
spy net. W oliweber fur from suspect.
ing Gramsch, went out of his way to praise
him for the devotion and thoroughnes¥-he
showed in his work in 1he Commissariat,

Gramsch might still be working as
* Brutus ™' for Gehlen in the Soviet German

administration had not Gehlcn . signalled

him to drop evervthing and flee to West
Berlin, The date was November &, 1953.

What citused this sudden reeall 7 The
West German spy chiel himsclf had fallen
for a “Brutus’, a former Himmler
grotéxé called Gever. Geyer, who had

een’ working for Wollweber ‘and his pre-
decessor, had allowed. himsell 1o be laLcn
on by & man doingz ‘* rescarch work ™ j
East Germany for Gehlen. | He had so
greatly impressed his bosses In the Gehlen
scrvice with his cfﬁctcm.v that after a time
they called him to West Berlin and set him
there in a bramh of their
_organisation.

Geycrc job in West Bcrhn was 1o

help direct the work of a group of Gehlen:

operators . in -Sovict Germany. He had
access to some- of the most important files
in the Berlin section and learned the iden-

tities: of  many morc ! th.m the 30 1"cnts'

under his control

Geyer keptiit up for more th.m a vear,
Thcn, when he had prepared a coup which
he feared would-give him away, he escaped
across the scector border to Sov:cl Rerlin
and salcty. It. did not tike the Gehlen
méin:Jotg to discover his dcfection. And
‘the moment they did, they sent out signals
to.all the agents lhcx thought might . be
endangered ordering them home, “Brutus”
was- one of those saved. .

Secret T elephonc Link

" Among . chcrs vncum‘ was \\'crner
Haase, a tough and courageous ex-officer
of:Hitler’'s Army, who under the name of

:Heister-’had command of Gcehlen branch

120a’in*West Berlin, He had arranged to
lay a 'secret telephone cable across- a canal
e Heidekampgioben from - West

.Bcrhn into the Sovict Sectorin order, as he

drily put'it when obtaining approval for his

scheme. * to facilitate mtcr-scctor come .

munications.’

Alas, for the-gallant IHaasec. Thc Gehlen
agent . who was 1o have reccived the

-cable on the other bank had hecen arrested

as a result of Gever's'denunciation and he.
On thc cven.

Thisx series on the
servieea qill be
month tofth

u'nrlrl a Sceret
continued neat
“articles on  the
elabarate arganisation w6 hieh.
‘protecla the llues of American
Presidents and their cloxe rolnrlucu.

ing of November 13, 1953, Haace arcived
“at his station on the canal. He waved to
his fellow-agent whom he could sce wait.
ing for him on the Soviet side.

Then Haase knelt down and placed a
. toy steamer in the water 1o which a len-
was attached.on which the ¢,
was to be dragged 10 the other side. But
just as he sent the model steamboat hiss-
ing-on its way across the water, a posse of
Wollweber ‘men ‘Teaped’ out from behind
a clump of hushes just behind him, They
carried him off 10 the Sovict. German
security hcadquarters, and he was later
.sentenced to penal servitude for life,

Although Gehlen himsell would always .

deny this, the greatest triumph of his orga-
- nisation -is one¢ for which the credit has
gencrally “been  given to  his:-erstwhile
Amcrican cmployers, the Central lntelh-
gence Agency ol Allen Welsh Dulles.

Famous Speech

In 1956, when his period of service
with the Americans was almost at an end
and his espionaze organisation was ahnut
to hc transferred to the Bonn Governn
Gehlen..through one of his Russian age.. a.
obtained the text of Nikita Khruschev's

. secret speech "hefore the Twenricth Con-
" .gress of the Communist Party.

It was the
scnsational speech in which Khrus .
denounced the crimes of Joseph St
Before the Soviet propagandists were able
to cdit and bowdlcrise it the Americans
had . published it throughout the world.

. Gehlen is particularly well equipped for

: <tapmg coups of this kind. For he and his
" officers,

reinforced in the meantime by
many civilian technicians and cxperts, have
had ‘long cxperience in handling Russian
defectors and scnding them back to work
in the Sovict Union itself. Nor have all the
agents Gehlen left behind him in Russia
and the Fast FEuropean countries as
Hitler's armics rctreated, been expended
vet. There arc still a number there whom
Gehlen has deliberately refrained from
-using. They avait their turn to serve.
One point in particular appeals to me
shout these hidden  agents. Many of
the. secret signallers whom Gcehlen has
nstalled with special- high speed 1trans- .
mitters at. various points in Soviet Europ
share a common characteristic. They ah
suffer from some grave physical- disability.

Why has Gehlen chosen to be scrved by
an army of cripples > Because he expects

* that ‘cripples. will nor be -called up for

military service, and so can be rclicd on to
remain in the arca to which Gehlen has
assign¢d them.- ;
This business of mformanon-,.ctung'
‘through agents forms only a comparatively
small portion of the dutics of the Geohlen
organisation.’ Interception ~ of  radio
essages and cypher breaking—for which
has the latest. and most up-to-date

' clectromc computer cquipment—and the

interrogation of travecllers is equally im-

- portant, and less dangerous. But probahiy

the most valuzhle part of all the work done
by the. Gehlen service is- that concerned
with the cvaluation and interpretation of
intelligence, with the study of Soviet news-
papers: and ‘periodicals. -particutarly the
téchnical, scientific and economic publica-

:tyons, and the compilation {rom them of

data revealing what is happening and what
is going to happen.

’Sciéntists Came Back

of -particular usefulness in this field
are ' the German scientists who have
returned to Germany from Rusﬂa after
spending -the post-war ycars in Sovict
research plants, For many years they
worked .in the -Soviet Union hclping the

" Russians to desian space rockets,.and to

perfect new radnr devices and many other
(ctcnliﬁc developments, They got to know
the Sovict technicians' methods and way
of thinkingz - their approach to- tcchno‘
logical problems. Now they are-back.

All these ‘scientiste have been care-
fully examined by the Gehlen men, ‘Many
of them have been taken on to work for

- the organisation,

Ostensibly  they  are cmployed  in
German  industry —a  cover thev. share
with many ather Gehlen operatives, For
ever since the Gehlen sérvice started up

- again its cover has been industrial and

business enterprises. some of them penvine,
others mere camouflage.

The branches stretch right. through the
Balkans and South East Europe to Turkm.
Persia and the Middle East, and use manv
acnuine ('crm.m firms a< their (ront, Rut
the sector in which the Gehlen orzanisition
is_ still sironzest and most cffective is.
todav as hefore, Berlin and East Germany.

‘It is a power which puts a great respon-

sibility on -this:little German stafl officer

who was. once the most successful of
Hitler's spy chiefs - a. responsibility not
anly fo ('.crm.-nv hut to the world,
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