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My dear General Gehlen:

May I take this opportunity to convey to you our genuine &ppreciation

for the opportunity to dfecuss matters of mutual interest with Mr. Horre
. during the course of his recont visit to the United Statas. . Wo trust the
 discuesions were as valusble to kio and to the BND as they were to ue.

One ftem, the matter of our overt cuntacts program, was the subject of a.
particularly stimulating discussion {n terms of the possibility that the

BND might {nitiates such a program, and I promised Mr. Herre I would
write to you perscnally to exprese some of my views.

The background of this eubfect is, af course, not now ta you
since we have briefed you aad scversl of your etaff msmbers about cur
contacts operations en several occasions. I do wish to reemphasize thet
we fecl our overt contacts program hse bsen a very substantial success.
We believe that with modifications,. the idea could be equally succescfally
‘employed by your organization in spite of the special problems which you
{ace in Germany. The ¢ompletely non-clandastine aspect of our contact
with the businces and profeseionnal world has besn our guaranmtee that suchk
operationn can be carried out on 2 large scale without significant embarrase-
ment. In fact, poeitive benefite are reaped entirely aside {rom tke in-
tzlligence product. We demounstrated to }r. Horre how this prograra bac
rontributed aignificantly to our store of basic intsliigence in the economic,
scientific, geographic and sociological flelds: We feel that tn addition to
 receiving intelligence concerning the Communist orbit, we hava baen
abls through this program to acquire muck useful data concerning the
" underdeveloped zreae of the world. Tho value af this material in planning
and validating our govsrnment aid prozrams cannot be exaggersted.

It appears to my collezgues and myself that witi: Germany playing
such a key role in world affgirs, and with German businessmen and
- prafessional people travelling to all cornars of the sarth, an ovart :
operstion of this sort would add very substactially to the intelligence .
potential of your organizetion. In sddition, such & program might serve
yoe wsll aver a pcriod of tirae by estadlighing und fostering a feoling
of good will toward the BRD amdng the members of the German business

community which would makae {teelf felt in terms of improved opportunitics
{or clandostine eparations.
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, Should you undertake to c:tguzize a contacts pro:gram.' ieaee do °
nat hesitate to call apan me for any assistance or information you feel

might cid {n the solution of the many problers such ar operation-
necossarily incurs. | o S

| '\Faitﬁ_!ully, .

Gordon Al Stewart
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