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"Die Welt",
18 December 1955 .

Introduotiont The Events of This Week
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All of .a sudden, a brochure with a very striking yellow cover has
disappeareq,Upm 4phe4windoen of the Soviet zone bookehope. Its
title was ITI'LlaC;ae. 'tainaan,7", and a conspicuous black band bore the
name of iti-authort DT. Otto John. This brochure . contained the
statements the former President of the Federal Agency for the Pro-
tection of. the Constitutien made to the world press in East Berlin
iiiiie:weeks after his disapPearanoe. This brochure is of great.
importance now. It contains material Which'is of definite- signi-
ficance for the solution of the mystery which surrounds otto John.

It may be true that Dr. John was taken across the border
between the sectors on 20 July 1954 .ahile he was under
the influence of drugs

it may be true that he lay unconscious in a hospital in
Larlshorst, for two days --

it may be-true that he found himself a prisoner of the
Fted ArMy when he regained his senses, ang that he vas . ex-
posed to all the pressure which is usually brought to bear
in such Vises --

but, when Draohn, on 11 August 1954, went up to the platform and •
stood before the microphone telling the international prema,:and the
western world. listening at the loudspeakers, of the reasoni Whi:he
had Changed frontlines, and when many journalists, from thie . free .
world orpsequeitioned him.afierwards,.noone present had the in:-
proision of looking at a hypnotized man not master of his senses
and making his statement under presatrei

•	 •Aside from oany utterances which caused a sensation in the West,
bringing discredit on the Federal Republic and on the Chancellori
and being. very: hsavy harden on the:relationlirbeiween the Redatel.
Republi6 and other nations, he also aiolareti . that there werw4ecret
supplements toihe*EDC Treaty, 'while. the Federaldhaneillor had
definitely denied their existence. It *is else Of grave political
consequence, especially for the German-French relations, .thatJohn
stated that the Organization' Gehlen was running an aepionage.organi-
station in France. This etatement °Allied an extraordinart . stir in
Franci.and . was a very heavy strain on the relations between Germany
and Fiance.

John did what he could to bring discredit on thelOrganisation-Cahlen.
He deolar4 for example, that Gehlen had among his'large:fitafi . of no-
workers . fOrmei SD- and SS-leaderz who had sturdered'airminiretiatince.
fighters.' He accused Gehlen, and Blank's Agency, too, of opening
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their doors to fascists waiting for their chanoe to resume power.
By all this he tried to cement the propaganda theses directed
against the polidies Of the Federal Oovernment in general, as well
as against the aotivities of Blank's Agency and against rearmament.

Upon the question of the representative of "ftenchener Abendseitung",
why he had not voiced hia opinion in the Federal.Espublic, John
replied; "Hid I said in the Federal Republic what I have said here,
I would . not have been Able to continue Say political activities be-
cause of the position 1 held, mince I would have been arrested on the
charge of having abused state secrets."
In vies of Dr, Otto John's return, the imporlancer of the sixth part

• of our Factual Report by Juergen Thorvald is greater still. Thorwald
throws light upon the thick underbrush of intelligence agencies in
the Federal Republic!, and on the relationa between General Gehlen and

• Otto John. '	 •

T .HR'MAN	 I N T.0 2 DARK

Factual Report on the German Intelligence
.Organizations

By Juergen Thorwald

161M
mama	 T,.Dr. John and General Gehlen 

Shortly before this report came out, but at .a time
when its appearance had already been announced, I met
on Rhein-Main Aitfield, before I started on a flit
to OeliadaeLeu NULI1h11:_had helped. me . with wt. first

ion the collapse of Germany in the &List by 
puttisic;diaiiis'fat my.: disposal which they had kept
during the war. _This minliskod'me wortiedly; "Are
you. atm* ....712U,‘90TO.:: t2i0 .141t . it over 	 rsfully enough
whatAtia:Youstre:Mritimg.now 1. It won't di to
publishthatu I think:".	 .	 .
I replied that I thought it was high time to tell all
I haerlearned in the course of the past years, either
by chancing upon it, or by my own adroitness.. It.mr
opinion, it is.necemeary that the. public should learn
as *ugh as possible about Intelligence in Oft-satyr and
that an end be . ptt to the_noneetW--
.nonsense stiMmtimila -- which was being broadeist out
Of Cheer ignorance by parties and other Organisations
about the Agetci , tor.the:FiCtectiOn of thi:Temilitits.

.tebIenvabcitt4iank l eCOUnteitatelligence,.	 v ..abou A.
.000 the CIO, about the
-humanity", - and about the numerous private intelliEctoe
peddlers.



During the past six years Germany has become a front-line area where
the intelligenceorganizations of the two political world powers in
East and West collide. The example of Austria set at liberty and
rank with secret intelligence organizations righting each other in
Austrian territory, shows that ouch conditions oaanotbe changed by
iimple reunification, or neutralization. The only remedy is the
setting up of a strong officinl German intelligence service which
deprives the encoded of a democratic Gorman state of their 'basis on
which to establish support points and from where to oaAry out their
work, and which, on the 	 hand, gives friendly intelligence

.organizations no reason to use German territory us a basis for their
activities to the extent they are till doing it now.

• -Soviet Agents

Up to 1948, the Soviet Intelligence Service was absolute master of
the situation. The Soviet latelligeace Service, faithful to the

>mem	 principle: "It is the aim of the Soviet secret intelligence service
SMIam	

abroad to incite the rebellion against the capitalists", had ex-
ploited the situation arisen chiefly because cf the political Ulu:Acne
the Americans were nursing, but also because of the infiltration., cf
left-:radical intellectuals, from the British Labour -Party, and because
the newly established French and Italian Intelligence Services were

PALI	 saturated with very many communist rosistande fighters.
mama The huge double organization of the Soviet Intelligence Service, which

eOnsiated of the civilian Committee for State Security (KGB). and the
Kg= -military Main intelligence Administration (GRU) of the Defense
=ma . Ministry, and was supported by KOminform as the center of the party

espionage activities in all coudtries throughout the world, had within
Ma:	 a wary short time placed its agents and.friendseverywhere, even inside

;i!!!	
western governments. The free transportation granted eastern refugeeet,

mosail6 and ' their settlement by means of rao : throughout the world, were already
items in themselves to disperse Soviet agents, recognized as such means
only s ieery much later. - In West Germany, Sowict agents Moved intofiememm	 positions anyhow, either in occupation agencies-or in the slowly4:o0	 . developing German agenciee, and they are still there.

laelA The Intelligence Services Of Poland, Rumania; Bulgaria Hungary, and
Czechoslovakia were set up by the Soviets exaeily like their own. They
did the same 'in 1949 in , the Soviet zone, when the State Ssaarity Sir-
'vice was established, There was nothing in the. West at the time to
resemble even reaotely that nassive,•well-trained intelligence organi-
zation which missed nothing of what happeted in West Geriany,

Mistake Upon Mistake

That is the explanaeion for the diaproportionata importance the
Gehlen organisation,. small as it still was, galled 'when. western

• policies rare changed. yOr a longtime it remained a small group, as
compared with the feverieh growth of the long neglected American' , In-
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telligence Service. Being merely tolerated as on outeider, and fur
too insidnifieunt at first, it was not influential enough to bridle
the energy with which many Andrioane started their 'work in GermanY,
with , no experience as regards eustern problems, The result of mach
money-fed energy eau the growth of numerous intelligence and sabo-
tage organisations, many of Which employed Soviet emigrants or re-
fugeee from the East in v ent Germany, und very uoon proved to be un-
sound.

{

Yell-meaning and zealous Americans Wore doing exactly what Oehlen
disapproved of on principle. They were themselves inexperienced, and
they worked with inexperienced personnel; they lost men and moterial,
and within the briefest space their agencies were infiltrated by
Soviet agents. Wherever they failed, they left behind a proletariats
of agents who *old themselvea ri	 enGht and left, eve. to West German
power groups who wanted materiel against persons they wished to get
rid of, What British and French intelligence services did, was not
much better in many instances, but their mistakes did not count so
much.	 .

Even organisations which had been established in Germany with definite
aims and with American money ended up with entering the field of in-
telligence, where their diliettantism could not but meet with futile
disasters which eclipsed the work they were actually supposed to.do ,
namely, to unmask inhuman and illegal actions of the Soviet zone
authorities, to publish them, and to help their victims.

No SS-Members

All these secret activities .hich were initial mistakes of the American
Intelligence Service while it grew from non-existance to the world-wide
organization of the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) it is today,
were the soil on which the jungle of intelligence agencies throve,
and the unscrupulous intelligence deal to. which Germans fell victim.
It is a fact -- and on this point I was not satisfied With one-sided
opinions ascertained in a owiversation, for example with Gehlen --
:that,Gehlen and his organization kept away from the afore-mentioned
inatitUtions during all these yeare. On-the other hand, the . develop-
merit, of the Gehlen organization had the consequence that wherever an
attempt Was made to set up German auiiliary intelligence organizations,
they were doomed to, failure' 	 because the core of German ex-
pert* gathered around Gehlen. In selecting his staff, Gehlen refrained
from emplOying personnel which had had any connection with the SS,. not
for reaions . of 'resentment against his war-time opponents in the Section
"Foreign Arniee Eant", but on principle; ' and he did so even if it
leant losing . a valuable Worker who'might perhaps go over to the East.

On one 'occasion Gshlsn told' me, during 'a conversations 7iiiilligsnoe
eor!Clonedessary. because no state desirous of maintaining itself and
of . acquiring . in independent political position, can . do en	 .
goyim:61 .mA is not kept objectively informed of what happens elsewhere.
411 American Whom I know well .once coined this word about intelligendm
works	 Our business'is so dirty ' that it can be handled only by
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gentlemen ?' Whoever forgets this principle when he sots up his own
organisation, cannot but drown in the mud which does well up in
these days, at least around the edges of our work kooglo

Gehlen.did not mention the name of the American. 1 learned it
aocidentklly a few weeks ago, during a conversation I had with an
aMerloin JoUrnallnA in California. If I have caught the name cor-
rectly, items aiTBOse	 and I was told that he was one of the

• mot-who-had-regried ti Amerioan Intelligence Service.

• Even now, "Organisation Gehl",. Agency for the Protection of the
Constitution, and Blank's Counterintelligende, are often (mufti:sod.-
Gehlen's field of work, however, has from the beginning been the
collecting of inrormation from foreign countries, outside the .
Vaetern.borders. . It was only for a brief interval that Gehlen was
fdroed to use a few'of hie men-for the type of work the Agency for
the Protection of the Constitution it handling now!, this was when
no German authority could take up the fight against the growing
activities of the 'Soviet agents. In other words, it was in defense
against soviet agents who had been sent to West Germany and West .
Berlin to Work against Gehlen's agencies. But this was invariably
kept within the limited scope of his organization.

Three Hundred Sources of Danger

Therefore, no one could,have been more satisfied than Gehlen, when
in .1950 the "Federal Agency for the: Protection of the.Canstitation"
was finally .established with agencies in sadh Land. 'lla Soviet
agents	 on the one hand those who collected secret iiifernatUin,
on the other hand those whose. mission was to penetrate :government
agencies, yarties, trade unions, youth, and economic organizations
-- met with practically no hindrance at the Uzi. .TheeLgenis were
supported by a host of organizations which, in . the.diaguise of
mocratic institutional purpued solely the aim-aither 7 to undermine
German dconomic life by provoking. strikes, or to weaken public
opinion by their so-called "peace propaganda". 'ander /Sinister of
the . Interior Lehr, no less than 300 of such organizations were
known. About twohundred of them survive to this day..

No Exchange of Douniments

When the Agency for the Protection of the Constitution was estab-
liehmkon 27 September 1950, it had no criticaliontict With debt-.
len l ierganization at all.. There could be-hardly'anything aa'imnse-
lees ai . the assertions which were afterwards made abOut:ntirs4y.
between Geblen and the first President of the . Agency • fOr thelVe-
tection of . the'Constitution, Otto John. Not only W8.9 there no
critical Contact, there was hardly :anyeontact at all between:thee.
As I have said before, Gehlen could not but welcome it that th5.
security of his own organization in Went Germany should be safe-
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guarded by West Germany's viz authorities. That was, and is, the
definite mission of the political Home Police, for which Gehlen
has never displayed any talent. A parallel situation prevail in
the United States with its huge CIA Intelligence Service under
Allan. Dulles which collects information from foreign countries,
and with the internal eecerity organizatIon (protecting also the
CIA in American territory) of the FBI under Edgar Hoover. -

When Gehlen was asked -- as far as I know, because there was a
shortage of specialiste -- to put such men at the disposal of the
Agency for the Protection of the Constitution, he complied. The
selected gentlemen separated entirely from Gehlen's organization.
The Deputy Chief of the Vederal aency for the Protection of the
Constitution,(Lieutenant Colons	 tko, who ie etill in office,
came from Gehlenle‘orgunization.'

4/
It was a quite different question on principle whether or not
Gehlen considered the first :'reeident.of the Agency for the Pro-
tection of the Constitution, Otto John, reliable enough to trust
his own . organization unconditionally to him.. When I mat Gehlen On

	

1111r-46	 one oacaaion twenty-one month. before John's flight to the Soviet
I sone l :Gehlen made no reference to John. Also in onn, later on, .

4t:::a 
haufrained. from warning aeainat John. lie probably acted in this
manner .because he forg es* that those who, due to a laisoonOsierad

4=:t feeling of, solidarity, were going to any length to play t.4S.SS'a
reeietanoe fighter off against the ex-General4 would attiOuii
.rivalry feeling-s to him whatever might happen. On the atii4t.hand,

	

'maimaj	true that Gehlen steered clear of trusting John with aii
terial which might have bearing on his organization.

I can well imagine that he felt uneasy about this."also-ona-of-the-
reaistance-fighters" who had always been auepected of hating 'been a
member of "Rote Kapelle"; who had joined the Intelligence Service
in England; who had participated in the Nuernberg trials as an . in-

:::Mms' terrogator of German priaoners-of-war and asaiatant . to : the Prosecu-

	

mmcg:	 tionF and who had then, at the pressure exerted by Ehglieh friends
of his, been appointed President of the Agency for the Protection of

	

Imaram	 the Canstitution, although he had no qualification at all for that

CsOF:0
position.

•

	

.16m64R	 The fact that John wont over' to the communists on 20 July l9541

	

fmcm	 justified Gohlen's personal prudence in regard to •his.man. In ad-
dition, John's return flight confirms what Gehlen thought 'at the

• time, namely, that John . iasno true communist agent. Gehlen had al-
ways 'thought of john as of one of tholie invertebrate intellectuals
with no sense of reality who taksrefuge to political day-drmamiatg,

• and whose aimleeinesa induces them finally to believe that their •
dream 'will come true in the East, until willy-nilly-they -mak, the
personal•acquaintance of the East. John . was not allowed to return
.becauee, of any particular feeling of Sympathy with this human drift-
wood between the powers prevailing in our time; his return was made
possible in order to be able to find out the truth, and to be
to return the blow which had been struck at West Germany by John's
eastward migration.
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Blank's Counterintelligence Arena/

Easier than in the "John case" cones the thought of rivalry in the
case of Blank's connterintelligenoe ageacy. In this °MIAS, too,
•a West German intelligence agency was born-in 1950 when Count
Sohserin had been , appointed Adenauer l s . first military advisor.
Uohwerin recommended the appointment of ex-Lt.Colonel Keine to the .
potation of Chief of this military counterintelligence agency. In

.1343, Heinz had been the Commanding Officer of the Regiment *Bran_.
denburg" which the German Counterintelligence Service. had •stab-
lished at the time for the specific purpose of carrying out sabotage

_missions in enemy country. When Schwerin was overthrown, Reins
stele& on in Theodor Blank's , Counterintelligence organisation.
Gehlen's field of activities included thereconnaissance. of the . •
military strength and the military plans in the Soviet .trea.•Thers-
fore, this task was apt to overlap with the activities of-the intel-
ligence . agenoy which Was supposed to be entablished in Blank o s Agency
under . Reins. As much as Heinz tried after his failure • in 1954 to
represent himself as being a victim of Gehlen f e attacks, • it does- not
correspond with . the facts when carefully investigated. Of 'lours*,
Gehlen could not help disapproving Lt.Colon•l Seine's strivings 'in
Blank's Agency, if only for practical reasOns. In other coantriss,
the new organization had long ago asserted itself,, the procurement
orwliitary information ia . the . aisaion of a comprehensive orginise..
ti tom collecting material in foreign countries, than forwarding 'inch
information to the Army, neer,' and the lir Forces, or lhellintetry of
Defense respectively. The latter has at its disposal, will'fci* the
pretectioti of its Own troops against enemy 'agents, not for the col-
looting of information, officers of the secret Intelligence lervice,
who in this case really deeerve the name of "Abwehroffiziee". . •

It is logical that Gehlen could hardly be in favor of the endeavors.
made in-Blank'', Agency. Did ha take them at all earious . ? .Certainly
not. Whatever Was undertaken . therewithout funds worth mentioning,
without a staff of epecialists, and under the . leadarehip of an erratic
person like . Heine	 she was soon found to be unritiable	 was
speedily. termed "kitchen-intelligence" byWaggingIongues. an  oxgani..
sation . not at all capable of catryinuoutimportant eissione. Here,
tOos developments proved that Gehlen Was right; ' Reins became en-
tangled in.rather einister oases, the origin Of which went.back.tm his
previous activities . when he Was the chief of a private intelligence
agency. Beim had not kept clear of the morass, and so he drowned,
dragging his work down with him. Only one intelligence Service of
importance remained: The Organization Gehlen.

• Next Issue:

SSD-Chief Ernst Wollweber's Great Campaisn
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Picture of Frau Tohlgesuth escorted by two men.

Legend:	 Marched Off, The Wife of Shady Dr. Wolf..
gang Wohlgisuth

It noon on 23 July 3.954, two criminal valise
officers took Brau Wohltemuth to the:Policia
forAnterrogation. Otto John had gont, to
Bast Berlin with her husband, a aellAcnciu
Berlin phyeician.

No legend.

Picture of Dr. Otto John

Picture of Friedrich W. .Heins

• TAtia*:

Picture of No..2 Ludwigetrasea

The:house,2, LudWigetrasso in .Cologne
'Optitirly

•
- The: House of Thousand Secrets

• "the :main, office Cr the T4daral Agincy
PrOilo#On of the -Conatittaion • in'aactititliditlit
liaere, and JObtri workód there . bafare he Agito
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