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Introduction: 'fhe Events of This ﬁook

'All of a suddon, n broohura with o very striking ycllov cover has
di"pp.ar"§§$€g ' windowa of the Soviet zone hookshops. TIts o
title was ofe. ", and & conspicuous black band bore the
‘nams of its authort Dr, Otto John. This brochure contained the
-statements the former President of the Federal Agency for the Pro-
teotion of the Constitutidn made to the world press in Eest Berlin
‘thTee weaks after his disappearance, This brochure is of groat
‘importance nov, It containas material which is of definite aigni-
ficanae for the solution of the mystery which surrounds Gtto John.

It may be true that Dr, John was taken aaross the border
betwoen the sectors on 20 July 1954 while ho wago under
the influence of drugs --

it uay be true that he lay unoonacionn in 'Y hospital in
vxarluborut. for two days --

it mey bBe true that he round hinaelf a prinoncr of the
.Red Army when he regsined his senses, and that he was ex-
posed % all the pressure which is usually brought to bear
in such cases --

but, when Dr.John, on 11 August 1954, went up to the platform and -
stood before the microphone telling the 1nternational preas, and the
western world ‘listening at the loudspeakers, of the reasons why he
had changed frontlinas, and when many journalista from the free .
world ¢rossquestioned him aftérwards, no .one present had the im-
ptession of looking at a hypnotized man not master of his sen sas

and making his statement under presmre.

Aside from nany uttorancca which caused a scnsation in thc VYaeat,
bringing disoredit on the Pederal Republic and on the chanccllor,
and -‘being. a very. heavy burden on the relations between the Pederal
Republic and other nations, he alac daclared - that there weére secrat
supplements to the EDC Treaty, whilae ths ?cdornl Chancellor had
definitely denied thoir existence. It was also of grave political
consequence, especially for the German-French relations, that John
stated that the Organization Gehlen was running en -espionage. organi-
gation in France, This statement causzed an extraordinary stir im
France .and was a very haavy atrain on the relations botwoen Gcrmuny
and Prance,

John did what ha could to bring disaoredit on the’ Organization ‘Gahlen,.
He declare{ for example, that Gehlen had among his largs s%aff of co-
workers former $D- and SS-leaders who had murdersd’ Garman’ ‘resistance.
fighters, He accused cehlcn, and Blank'u igenoy, too, of openina
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their doors to fascists waiting for their chance to resume power,

By all this he tried to cement the propaganda thesas directed
against the polidies of the ?cdexal Governmant in generaul, &3 waell
as againat the aotivitieu of Blank's Agency and ageinst reurmament,

Upon the question of the representative of "Musnchener Abendseitung",
why he had not voiced his opinion in the Federal lepublic, John -
replied; "Had I said in the Federal Republic what I have said here,
I would not have been able to continue smy political aotivities be-

- ouuse of the position I held, since I would have heen arrested on the -

charge of having abused state secrets,” .
In view of Pr, Otto John's return, the 1mpor$anoo of the sixth part

* of our Factual Beport by Juargen Thorwald is greater still, Thorwald

throws light upon the thick underbrush of intelligence agenoio' in

" -the Federal Ropublio. and on thc relntionu between Gcneral Oohloa and
- Otto John, W : : N ,

T ¥ R M A N I N¥ T 4 % D A RK
Factual Report on the Gemmen ;ntelligence
Organizations

By Juergen Thorwald

Y, Dr, Joha and Ganerxal Gohlen

pu Shortly before this report came out, but at & time
' when its appoarance had already been announced, I mat
on nhcin-nain Airfield, before I started on a flight
: aho had helped me with xmy first
books on the collapse of Germany in the East_!z\
utting diaries at my. ¢isposal which thay had kapt
during iﬁe war, . This man/asked ‘me worriedly: M"ire
Jou .sure you; havc thought ‘1% over carefully emough
what 1% i3 you are writing. now 7° It von’t do. to
-publish that,. I think,*

I rcpliod that I thought it was high time to tell all
T had’ learnad in the course of tha past yeara, eithor
by chancing upon it, or by my own adroitness. In oy
opinion, it is necessary that the publie should bazrn
as much a3 possible about Intclligencc in Germsny, and
that an end be ‘put to the nonsense -- hairraising
nonsenase somatimes -~ which was being broadeast out
" of .gheer ignorance Yy pacties and other organizations
about the Agenay for the Protection of th#Constitu-
~ticn, - stout Gahlen, about:Blank?s. Counteilhtelligenca,
. about the GIC. about: the "Fighiting Orounpdgainat In-
humanity ) and ahout the numerous private 1nta1113mnce ,
peddlers,
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During the past six yeurs Germany has bocono a front-line area where
the intelligence organizationa of the two politicel world powara in
East and West collide. The exaample of Austria set at liberty and
rank with seoret intelligence organizationa fighting eash other in
Austriun territory, shows that such conditions caunot be changed by
simple reunification, or meutralisaticn, The only reuody is the
satting up of & strong officiul Cerman intelligenco service which
deprives the enemiec of u democratic Cormun state of their basis on
shich to establish support points and from where to ca.Ty out their
work, and which, on the other hand, gives friendly intolligonco

_organiaationa no reason to uso Cermen territory us a basis for their
.uotivitie: to tbe extent thay are #till doing it now.

Soviet Agonta

Up to 1948, the boviot Intelligenco Sorvice vas abooluto uaatcr of

the situation. The Soviet Intelligeace Service, faithful to the
- prineiples "It is the aim of the Soviet sec-et intelligence service

abroad to incite the rebéllion aguinst the capitalists”, had ex-
ploited the situation arisen ohiefly because of the politiocal fllusions
the Americans were nursing, but also becauae of the 1n£11tration of
left-radical 1ntclleotuals from the Britiah Labour .Party, and because
the newly established French and Italian Intelligence Services were
saturated with very many comnunist rosistance fighters.

.The huge double organization of the Soviet Intelligence Sérvioc, which '

consisted of the civilian Committee for State Security (KGB) and the

‘militery Yein Intelligence Administration (GRU) of the Defense
‘Ministry, and was supported by Kominform as the center of the party

espionage activities in all cougtries throughout the world, had within

a very short time placed its agents and friends everywhero, even insides
western governments, The free trensportation sranted eastern refugeas,
and their settlement by means of IR0 throughout the world, were already

.means in themselves to disperse Soviet agents, rascognirzed as such noans

only very much later. In West Germany, Soyiet agents moved into
poaitionx anyho', either in occupation agencies-or in the slowly

~doveloping German agencies, and they are still there.

The Intelligence Sarvices of Boland Rumania, Bulgarie, Eungary, and
Czechoslovakia were set up by the Soviots exac’ly like their own. They
did the same in 1949 in the Soviet zone, when the State Secarity Ser-

‘vice was established. There was nothing in the Peat at the time to

resamble even remotely that massive, well-trained intelligence organi-
zation which missed nothing of what happened in Vest Ger@any.
' Mjstake Upon Eistake

That is the explanation for the dioproportion&to inportanco the
Gehlen organization, small as {t still was, gained whea: weatem

. policies rare changad. i’0or a long time it remained & small group, as

compared with the feveriah growth of the long neglected American- Ia-
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talligence Sorvice. Being morely tolerated as nn outaider, and fur
too insignificunt at first, it ves not influentiul enough to bridla
the energy with which many Apwericune started their work in Germany,
with .no experience as regards gustern problems, The result of such
noncy-ftd energy vwas the growth of numerous intalligonce and sabo-
tage organisations, many of wiich ecmployed Soviet emigrants or re-
fugees rxou the Fast in “ent Carmany, und very uoon proved to be un-

*lound.

nell-moanlng and Aonlous Americans wore ‘doing exmctly what Gehlen
disapproved ¢f on principle.  They were thouselves inexperienced, and
they worked with inexperienced personnel; they lost men and material,
and within the briefest space their ugoncies were infiltrated by

-Soviet agents. Wherever they failed, they left behind a prpletariate

of agents who sold themselves rijht and left, even to West German
pover groups vho wanted material against persons they wished to get
rid of, VWhat British and Frenoh intelligence services did, was not
much bettor in nany instnnoos, but thaeir mistnkes did nct count so

\ nuoh.

Even organizations whioh had heen eatablihhed in Germany with ddfinite

"aims and with American money ended up with entering the field of 4n-

telligence, where their dildettantism could not but meet with futile
disasters which eclipsed the work they were actually supposed to.do,
namaly, to unmask inhuman and illegal actions of the Soviet zone

'autborities, to publish them, and to ‘help their victins,

Ro SS-Members

k1] these secret activities which were initizl mistakes of the laerican
Intelligence Service while it grew from nou-existence to the world-wide

‘organization of the CIA (Central Intelligenca Agengy) it {s today,

were the soil on which the Jungle of intslligence ageuncies throvs,
end the unacrupulous intelligance deal to. which Germanu fell viotinm,

It is a fact -- and on this point I was not aatisfiod vith one-sided
opinions ascaertained in a cunversation, for example with Gehlen --

_that Gehlen and his organization kept away from the afore-mentioned

inetitutions during all these yeurs, On"the other hand, the devalop-
mant of the Gehlen organization had the consequence that whcrovor an
attempt was made to set up German auxiliary intelligence organizationz,
they were doomad to failure especially because the core of Cerman ex-
perts gathered around Cehlen. In soleoting his staff, Cehlen refrained

-from enploying persoanel which had had any oonngotion r*ith the S3, not

for reasons of resentment against his war-tims opponents in the Saction

- "Foreign Araies Eant", but on principle; and he.did so even if it
vleant loaiug a valuable worker who might perhaps go over to the Laat,

On ona ‘occasion Gehlen told’ ma, during a conversations *Imtclligonco
worit.13. nacessary because no state desirous of maintaining it3elf and
of soquiring an independent political position, can-do so if its
tovernment is not kapt odbjectively informed of what hzvpans elsawhe ra,
-An American whom I know well once coined this word about intelligenda
works °0ur business is so dirty that it can be handled onl: by
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gentleman !' Whoever forgets this principle whan he sets up his own
orgsnisation, oannot bui drown in the mud which does vcll up in
these days, at least mround the :dges of our work ..,".

Gelilen .did not meation the name of tho American, 1 learned it
acoidentally a few weeks 2go, auring a conversation I hud with an
aligt in California, If I have caught the nume cor-

American Journ
reotly, it msﬁm@gz uad I was told that he was one of the
- mom-who~had "refo¥m e Ameriocan Intelligence 3ervioce. .

" Even now, "Organization Gehlen", Agency for the Protestion of the

Constitution, and Blank's Counterintelligenda, are often confueed.’.
Gehlen's field of work, however, has from the boginning baea the

 ”0011eot1ng of i{nformation froz foreign countries, outside the

Eustern borders. It was only for a brief interval that Gehlen was
forced to use a few of hig men for tha type of work tho Agenay for
‘the Proteotion of the Constitution is handling nowj thia was when
no German suthority could taka up the fight against the growing
activities of the Soviet agents, In other words, it was in defense

" against Soviet sgents who had besn sent to Weat Germany and West

Berlin to work againat Gehlen's agencies. Sut this was 1nzariab1y

' kopt within tho limited ncopo of his organization.

Three Hundred Sources of Danger

Therefore, no one could have baen more satisfied than Gehlen, 'bon
in 1950 the "Federal Agency for the Protection of the Conatitution™
was finally. established with agencies in each Land. 'Thﬂ S8ovriet
agents -- on the one hand those who collected sacret 1n£ornation,
on the other hand those whose mission was to penatrate 'govermmant
agencies, purties, trede unions, youth, and economic organizations
-- mot with practicelly no hindrance at the time. . The ugents were

- supported by a host of organizations which, in-thse. dilguicc of do-

mocratic inatitutions, pursued solely the aim-@ither to underaine
German dconomic life by provoking strikes, or to weaken publie
opinion by their so-called "peace propaganda”, Under Minister of
the Interior Lehr, no less than 300 of such organizationa were
known. About twohundred of them survive- to this day.

No Exchange of Documants

‘Whan the Agency for the Protection of the Constitution was eatnb-
lishmd on 27 BSoptember 1950, it hed no oritical contact with Gah- .
len's: brganization at =11, Thare could be hardly anything as ‘danse-
less as the aasertions which were aftorwards madse about a” rivala
betwsen Gehlen and the first President of tha Agency’ for tha. Fro-
tection of the Constitution, Otto John, Not only was there ne
oritical contact, there was hardly any contast at all batwean them,
As 1 have said before, Gehlen could not but waelcome 1% thut the
saourity of his own organization in West Germany ehould bhe sufe-

T 77T
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guarded by West Germany's own authorities., That was, end is, the
definite nission of the political Howe Police, for which Gehlan
has naver displayed any talent. A parallel situation prevails in
the United States with its huge CIA Intelligence Service under
Allan Dulles which collocts information from foreiygn countries,

and with the internal security organization (protocting also the
CIA in Aneyicsn territory) of the FBI under Edgar Hoover, -

.thn Gehlen wes asked -- a8 far ss I know, because there was a

shortage of specialists -- to put such men ut the dimposal of the
Agency for the Yrotection of the Constitution, he complied. The

- selected gentlomen sepuarated entireoly from Cehlen's orgunization.

The Deputy Chief of the Pederal Agency for.the Protection of the
Constitution, (Lieutenant Colone tke, who ig ntill An office,

'.cnuo from Gehlcn's‘orgunization.

It was & quite ‘different question ‘'on priaciple whother or not
Gahlen considered the first “residoent.of the Agency for the Pro-
tection of the Constitution, Otto John, reliable enough to trust

“-his own orgsnization unconditionally to him, When I met Gehlen on
-one occasjon twenty-one months before John's flight to the Soviet

z0na,: Cehlan nade no reference to John,  Alsc in Ronn, later on,

hewfrained froz warning ageinst John. lle probadly acted in this

manner because he foresaw that those who, due to & -i-ooncoiyoa

feeling of solidarity, were going to any length to play t@n 0%~

repiatance fighter off againat the ex-General, would attributo

‘rivelry feeling-s to him whatever night happen. On the othar hand,

it 'is true that Gehlen steered clear of trusting John with shy ma-
terial which might have beuring on his organization.

I can well imagine thut he felt uneasy about this. "al50-one-of~-tha~
resistance-fighters" who had always been suspected of having been a
neaber of "hHote Kapelle'; who had joined the Intelligence Service

_in ¥ngland; wto hed participated in tha Kuernberg trials as un in-

terrogator of Gorman prisoners-of-wer and assistant to'the Prosscu-~
tion;s and who had then, at the dressure exerted by ¥nglish friends

- of his, been cppointed President of the Agancy for the Protection of

the Constitution, ulthouzh he hLad no qualifxcation at all for that

:poaition.

The fact thet John wont over to the coumunists on 20 July 1954,
Justified Guhlen's personal prudenco in regerd to this cas. In ad-
dition, Johu's return flight confirms what Gehlen thought aut the
time, nzmely, that John was no true communiat agent. Cehlen had al-
ways thought of John as of one of those invertebrate intellectuals
with no sense of reulity who take refuge to politioal day-draantng,
and whose aimlessnesa induces them finally to believe that thair
dreams will come true in the East, until willy-nilly they make the
personzl sequaintange of ‘the East, John was not allowad to retumn

-‘vecause of any particular feeling of sympathy with this humgn drift-

woad batween the powers prevailing in our time; his return was made
pogeible in order fo be able to find out the truth, end to be able.
to return the blow which had been struck «t West Germany by John'
eaatward migration.
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Blank's COunterlnialligtnoe Ageaqy

Essier than in the "John case" comes the thought of rivalry in the
osse of Dlank's counterintelligence ugeacy, In this orfice, too,

. a WYest Germa~ intelligence ugency was born in 1950 when Count

Sohwerin hud been appointed Adenauer's first military advisor,
Gohwerin recommended the appointment of ex-Lt.Colonel Heinxz to the
posi tion of chief of thia military counterintelligeace ageacy, In

1343, Heinz had besn the Commanding 0fficer of the Regiment "Bran-

denburg" which the German Counterintelligence Service had estab-

B lished at the time ror tho specific purpose of earrying out sabotage

missions in. enemy country. W%hen Schwerin was overthrown, Heinx

x_“ltnycd on in Theodor Blank's COunterintolligonoc orgnni:stion.

Gehlen's field of activities included “the reoonnailoanoo of the

military strength and the military plans in the Soviet arem, - Zhere-
fore, this task was apt to overlop with the activities of .the intel-
ligence agency wiaich wua supposed to ba antablished in Blank's Agenay

‘under Heins. As much as Heinz tried after his failure in 1954 to
‘represent himself ns being a victim of Gehlen's attacks, it does not

correspond with the facts when carefully investigated. O0f course,
Gohlsn could not help disapproving Lt.Colonel Heins's strivings in
Blank's Agency, 1f only for practical rwasons. In other countries,
tha new organization had long ago asserted 1tself:s <the procurement

of military information is the miseion of a comprehsnsive organiza-

tlon collecting materinl in foreign countries, then forwzrding such
information to the Army, Mavy, and the Lir Forces, or the Ministry of
Defense respactivaly, The latter has at its dispossl, only for. the
protection of its own troops against enexy agenta, not for the col-
legting of informetion, officers of the secrst intelligenca service,
who in this casae raally douerve tho nams of "Abwehroffiziere"

It is logical that Geklen could hardly be in favor of -the endeavors.
made in Blank's Agency, Did ho take them at all serious ? Certainly
not, Whatever was undertaken there without funds worth montioniug,
without a staff of specialists, and under the leaderahip of an erratic
person like Heins -~ who was soon found to be unreliable -- wans :
speedily termed "kitohen-intelligence" by wagging tongues, an oxganie
gation not st sll capable of carrying .out. important missions. Here,
too, developments provad that Gshlen was right; Heinz bgcame en-~
tangled in rather sinister ocases, the origin of which went back to his
previous sotivities whon he wae the caief of a private intelligence
agoncy, deinz bad not kept clear of the morass, and so he drowned,
dragging his work down with him., Only one intelligenco service of
imxportance remained: The Orgunization Gehlen.

" Foxt Issuaes

33D-Chief Ernst Sollweber's Oreat Campaign
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Pioture of Frau Wohlgemuth escorted by two men,
Marchad Off: The Wife of Shady Dr, Wolf-
gang Wohlgemuth _
At noon on 23 July 1954, two criminal polisce
officers took Frau Wehlgemuth to the pelica
for.interrogations 0Otto John had gons to

East Borlin with her husband, a wellsknown
" Berlin physician,-

; . - Pioture of Dr. Otto John i'
_,Ro'logoud.

Picture of Friedrich We Heins
‘Ho. Legend. '

,Pioturs of Noe2 Ludwigstrasase
"'Dﬁéﬁﬁai The 'house. 2, Ludkigatraaao in Cologne is
R : popularly called -

"The:House. of Thouaand’SQbrotb;. _
the main office of the Federal Agenay :£or«the
Protection of the Constitution is agcozmedatsd
“hers, ‘and John workéd: there before he Tied;
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