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John's Super-Spy Rivals

Muscled Him Out of Bonn

- By Joachlm Joesten

“Beware of the deviitry of. secret
service intrigues: don't ever drink
from the. poisoned cup of couns
ur-lxteluxcncc, for thut poison (s
lethal . , "

This strange warning was con-
veyed in » letter addressed on March
.30, 1853, by -the then head of West
Germany's military intelligence serve-

. ice, Lt. Col,  PFriedrich Wilhelm-

Heinz, to the then head of the Fed-
ersl Security Office, Dr. Otto John.

Bince then, both men have Jeft office, -
the former by dlsmlssnl the latter -

by defection..

It may seem surprising that West-
ern Germany, -having no armed
forces of its own as yet, should pos-
sess s military Intelligence arrvice.
" Actually; Bonn has had ... ..iornmnsl
or preparatory Defense Mintstry for

about four years, an embryonic mill-

taty inteliigence service developed.
within the agency. Since 1080, il has.
been headed hy L. Col. Helnz.

John's Empire,

Also in 1950, there was established -
the. Federal Office for the Defense

‘of the Constitution, or Federa) Secu- .
. rity. Office. Dr, -Otto John became

‘its chle{. Although these two agen-
cles were designed to.serve widely

- different. ends—one for Lhe purposes’
~ of military intelligence, the other to

* "combat subversives of the extreme

* right and left—they soon” became

involved .in a bitter wrangle over

" ‘Jurisdiction. The battle was intenst-

fled by personal rivalries bctwecn

"Heinz and John.
To complicate matters even fur-

ther. there existed, long  before
either of these two German secret
services was set up, 8 bush-hush or-
‘ganization known as the “Gehlens
Apparat.” Al that originally was

-_-known about this hybfid outht was-

that it had been sct iup by the
-Americans, with hendquarters at
‘Pullach near Munich: that it op-’
erated a tar-flung network of éspio-
nage and counter-cepionage behind

- the- Iron Curtain; that it was

hedded by a former Naz! general,
‘Reinhart Gehlen, and that it was
financed out of Unltcd St.av.cs Secret
Bervice. funds.

. Gen, Cehlen  unquestionably {s

ona of the most. Intriguing “lving .

lefrends” -of the postwar period. For
'a long time, 'hls personality and
‘background . were cloaked by such

- impenoctrable mystery that reportera

-eould not even come by ‘the gen-

"tl’al'l proper firat name, So somes

“body:ealled him "Gustav” and the

‘nsme stuek, )
.- I is still being widely used as'a

-nickname, as'in the catch phrase
“Grussen Sie Guatav” (“@{ve my re-
,nrds Ao Gustav”) which is coming
into talrly genera) tise ns’a synonym

"ot “Mind your own buginess.” It

“way first employed as a challenge
" to suppoied secret listeners on the

. telephone, since it 18 widely assumed

-in Germany--rightly ‘or wrong)y-—
ithat the: Gehlen-Apparat has oeen
:engaged in wire-tapping, even withe
.in the Federal Republic. .

cha Tnonglo

'rhere ‘was no%love Yot between
.- Jotin  and -Gen. Gehlen, any
.mmore then, between..the latter and
‘Col.“Heinz. ANl three . looKing

'uo ‘the ; day- West ' Germany. would

ain hgr,_ammmnw .fought
Iféreely” for 7 supremncy [y neld
'hera M TY

ex‘)nve‘never bem npplied. K

;i'rm “downtall, ‘of: Col. !Heinz vias
- o’ Dri*John's ‘maKing but with ‘s

ndly; asgist from the: Gehlen or-

- .&muohrlt came about last Sep-:

“tember, after ‘Dr. John had pains-
*takingly compiled a voluminous dos-

“sler, P W, Hexnz"-w" N wus_

-brought to Chsncenor Adenauer's
‘attention,

Heinz was incriminaled on various
cotinty: He had been afl active Navl
and- terrorist (which he never, de-

nled); he had been mayor of & town .

,in the Sovict zone in 1945-6 (he
used his office ‘to spy on the Ruse
sians, said Heinz); above all, he had
had traltorous dealingy with a mys-
terious Dutchman, a double or triple
agent named Jan Eland (blackmall,
Helnz claimed). .

Alter studying the Helnz. doulcr.
Adenauer: summoned his. “Defense
Minister,* Theodore Blank, and or-
dered him- to fire his mulllzehca
chiet forthwith. This wes done ¢f>
fective October 1, 1953,

John Under Fire

No sooner had the Heinz case been
seltled than there appesred in &
Cerman magazine an articls ehargs

ilnc that Dr. John himselt had been

‘& friend of Eland's, had paid him-

' hush money and hed sent him off to
Switzerland. Almost coincidentally
with the publication of this article,
Eland dicd in Zurich on November 3
under mysterlous circumstances.-An

{nvestigation of his death s stiil -

. pending in Switzerland.

Again, a few months later, thers
.appeared In the London Dally Ex-
press & series of nrtlcles written by
. its siar reporter Sefton- Deimer, He
charged that the “Cestapo boys™
were coming back in Germany with
a vengeance. Mr, Delmer specifically
\namecd “Gen. Ghelen and Dr. Hans
-Globke in thix connection,

Informed observers, watching these
fireworks, quickly put two and two

together: Gen, Gehlen was gunning
for Dr. Johm, rnd the iatter (who
had worked closely with Sefton Del-
mer in London in 1544-5) was nrlna
back {rom both hips.

In spite of all the (rather siily)
sitempts that have been made, both

in Bonn and elsewhere, to cloak-or:

distort Dr. John's startling act; ine
- formed sources in .Cermany have
“never for one moment been unaware
of .the real background of his de-
sertion: John, after having elim-
inated his weaker rivel, Heinz,.was
himsclt being pushed to the wali hy
_ his-stronger rival; Gehlen,
. Ofe week betore Dr. John crnshod
" through' the Iron Curtain extension
" that bisects Berlin. Gen, Gehlen had
banded to Dr. Haus Qlobke, Chane
cellor Adenuuer's state secretary mnd
chief of persunnel, one of thous fat, -
_dendlly dosalers marked “Otto John."
‘It was placed immedliately on the
Chancelior's desk for his urgent per-
sonal attention,

Exactly what this ‘dossier con-
- talned {8 not known yet, and per-
-haps never will be. ‘It {s token for
granted, though, that. iti dwelt
heavily on certrin alleged aspects of
Dr. John's private iife, which shocked
Adenauer g0 much that he told-
Globke: “I never want to sce thac
man (Dr. John) agaln.”

The securn:y chief, ‘alerted by his

. own informants in.the chancellery,

tonk 'Adenauer at hl: word nnd de-
mmcd for, good. ., . “

Olto John wat regarded AR- '-nm-
n)ns man.” . After his succéssful
‘escape. from Nw,oemany. tn July,
1944, he had gons to London by way °
af 8pain.and Portugal.. In the last

monihs of the 'war, he had worked , :;

closely with British. intalligence offi-;
cers and had-made anti-Nazl propa..
‘ganda . broadcasts : overA BBC. . His
candidaey for *he'post as prexident
of - the “Federal” Becurity Office:.was
warmly - spohsored ;'by . the . British.
oecupauon suthorifles. .. .. ..,

Gen. Gehlen, an the ‘other hmd.
. was and' is “America’s man.”.  After,
a brief. spel) of clpuvuy n!ter zhe

:
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German surrender, he was set up in

his old business {n' 1946, but under:

‘new management. -Since then, ihe
Gehlen-Apparat nas mushroomed o
extraordinary proportions. It has &
staff of more than -1.000 persons—
not counting' informanis and agents

"In. the field—ns compared to the 800

employed by the Federal Becumy
Office in Colagne.

Gehlen Rules Uneasily

Now Qen. Gehlen is'riding on mp.
.but he.is far from being a happy
man. His organization has been
falling to pleces in the past few
weeks. IL.i8 not so much' B ques-
(lon of Dr. John having. betrayed
the identity of Gehien's ngents. in
the " eastern zone (he can hardly

> have known moye than a fow of

them),  Rather, there has been a
stampede of Gehlen men who think
that Dr, John knew. all about them

and that he is telling lhe Rus:xam'

all he knows.,” - |

Nor {3 that all. . On Deccmbcr n
1953, Gen: Gehlen, in preparation {or
his new role as “central intelligence
chief” of Western Germany, 8p-:
peared before the EDC Committes

of the Bundestag., It was, of course, -
s smsll and.select group of well-

screened members of Parllament who
were sllowed to attend this exclusive
briefing - on’ the organization' and

- aetivities . of ~the . Gehlen-Apparat,

One 6! those present was.s member
of Chaneellor Adenauer's-own party
named - Karl' Pranz Schmidt-Witt-
mack, This gentlemen went over to
the Reda.one. Amonth aﬂcr Dr. John

posi
sitm.ﬁ What the Russinm. at- th(a
stage, don't know about the Gehlens
Appurat ‘Just tsn’t worth knowing. -

‘The Bonn:Republic:is not.yet fiva,.
years. old,. but -it has:-already. hads -
i+ » three . intelligence : services,>which.

have killad each other off,. Jeaving
both, Ameriuns and British high and
dry.
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