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Early; in 1951, the organization then know-m as the Dund vorsor;:un,"_sberechti;:ter 
.7:hema.li;:or .§ehrmachts .'m,~,<:}1!31"i{;or und doren Ilintorbliehenerei (TJVTI) (.!\ssocia- 
tion of former proihssionul soldiers and their depenv7.en1;s, entitled to receive 
state maintenance) under chairmanship of e::--Ad.1niral Oottfriecl Hansen commenzed. 
negotiations with the Bavarian organization Sohutzbund cleutsoher Soldaten 
(Association of German Soldiers) now referred to as Sehutzbund Dayorn, loci, 
by c):-General .~“m;i"a.st Kralzau, in order to form a single onqanization which 
coulrl 1“£‘-ft>I'GSOn‘t the interest-‘ts of all soldiers and frame :1 unifom policy 
on Goman romilitarization. The nogotiatiom 11o;;;1:ed clown over tochnicelitiecu, 
When on 25 July 1951 the Bvll arbitrarily changiyocl its name to Solcla-bent md 
in an attempt more or less to prejudice the issue , Kr:-.kou quicicly broke 
off all 11e;:oti:1tione , statim; that the ovcr-:1; ;ed loaders oi‘ the ]3v’.}’ (Hansen 
was retired in 1933) had no right to set any policy for the i‘or::1er German 
soldiers and that the Bvll had broken previous a.;;rec::1ento by its :1rbi'I;re:r'y' 
actiom, 

It is Iolovm that the S-ehutzbund Bayem has been 8.nta.;;0niStiC to: ard the Bvif 
since its formation, Krakau, who is little knorm in ex-~oi‘i‘icor circles, 
had surrom1ded himself with a number of ambitious young; ex-officers, including 
some men, and throuy-1h their energetic activi’-:»:F.es, the Schutzbund Qayern 
was soon able to outmanouver the Bv‘~.‘I in Bava.ri.av.. Furthermore, the Sohutzbund 
Bayern had its own periodical, the Soldaten-Zeitung, winch served it well as 
=2. publicity omen? 
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The Soldaten-Zeit is printed in southern Germany and has a circulation 
of about £0,000, principally in Bavaria, Bremen, and Iiaxnburgo It is published 
by Regierungsrat Helmuth Damerau and edited by Cornelius Pfeiffera Its edi- 
torial policy has been strongly nationalistic‘, After negotiationebetween 
the two organizationafailed, the managzers of the Soldaten-Zeit in search 
of additional readers , approached the Bi? diI‘8Ct1Yo These negotiations were 
more fruitful, The paper agreed to tone down its editorial policy, rejecting 
both political extremes, and the Bvw (membership 80,000) agreed to acknowledge 
the periodical as its official publicationo The BVW was also able to have om of the most objectionable members of the paper's staff dismisseda 
The BvW, which continued its attempt to find a common policy with other 
veterans" organizations, finally empowered its federal executive cozrmittee 
to begin negotiations with other veterans° organizations in order to form 
what was to be known as the Ring deutscher Soldatenbuende (Confederation of 
German soldiers‘ associations)‘, These negotiations were no longer conducted 
by Admiral Hansen but principally by ex-Colonel General Hans Juergen Stumpff, 
head of the Bvw in Schleswig-Holstein, ex-Air Force General Karl Keller, 
head of the Bvw in Bavaria, and ex-Col, General Traugzott Herr of Lower Saxony“ 
All three were known as strong supporters of Hitler during the wars Stumpff, 
now 63, and Koller (514) arc said still to have military ambitionsa 

It may be assumed that during the negotiations the ex-generals made contact 
with a somewhat mysterious organization which , for want of an exact designs.-» 
tion, is carried under the name of Wehrbenegung by the German Office for 
the Protection of the Constitution.» Little is actually known about this 
organization, its size, membership, aims, financial backing, etc" beyond 
the fact that it appears to be mainly interested in restoring the military 
clique of the Hitler régime to power and to do so by utilizing the ambitions 
of youth and the war veterans for its own purposes.» It is also lcnown that 
most of the fomer generals now members of the new Executive Board(l) of 
the newly fomed veterans‘ organization belong to the ‘Jehz-benegung:¢. This 
includes former General Heinz Guclcriana One of the most active members of 
the group is the young (7-19) ex-Bajor General Erich Dethleffsen (2) who has 
surrounded himself with a number of ambitious young gcneralastaff officers 
whose successful careers had been based on political rather than military l 

achievements, Dethleffsen was very active in the formation of the executive 
board of the new veterans" organization, and it was there that he made his 
first public appearance. He is known to be very ambitious, and an antagonist 
of the so--called 20th of July group.» 

Early in June , Hansen invited all the regional heads of the Ev’/F to a COI1f€I'€I'lC9u 
The group appointed a small subcommittee to carry on the negotiations for 
GOHSO1id3tiO1'1o Thus, a large number of influential men in the Bvw did not 
participate directly in the negotiations of 8 Septembera It appears that 
some of the older members of the BVW who were not present at the formation 
of the executive board will oppose the decision of the S'\lbO01IIfl1i‘b'b63=; They 
may fight it on the grounds that the subcommittee has overstepped its authoritya 
It has been stated that ex-General. Guderian was chiefly responsible for the 
fact that Hanson (3) and some of his principal lieutenants were amply brushed 
aside by the new executive board, Some of'IIansen‘s men could not even find 
out exactly what transpired at the meeting, since they were no longer permitted 
to attend committee meetin,nc even though some of those who were allowed to 
attend had been invited over Hanserfls SiR'I'18t\1I'€o

' 

€AGeneral Koller (h), chairman of the Bvi'I' in 
arm, complazmeo after e meeting that be was given no time to consult 

with the membership of his organi-,,ation and with the various fighter pilot 
circles before voting mother to affiliate them with the new orgnnizationa 
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when he raised the point of concurrence of the membership, he was told to 
do anything he liked, get them on the _'phone ifvhe cared to, but to make 
up his mind in the next fifteen minutes, Another pressure point used was 
implied U0 S. approval of key personalitiess Guderian referred repeatedly 
to various visits with U; S. High Commissioner I.!cCloy¢, A special effort 
was made to spread a whispering campaign to the effect that Hrs l.IcCl0y, 
during his repeated visits with Guderian, had requested the latter to unify 
the German veterans into one organization, and stated that Guderian was 
the man who enjoyed full confidence in Washington. 

Under such pressure, the majority oi‘ the sixty representatives of the ei,=zht(S) most prominent veterans" organizations voted approval but, as some of them 
reported later, with considerable reservations. It was not the amalgamation 
that they objected to, but the "highhan/ded" methods used to railroad the 
problem throupzh in one session (6)., 
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Friessner was finally selected as chairman pro-tem of the 27-man Boards ' 

Many e::-officers consider him a strict adherent /of'Hitler"s military policies, an extrovert who knows well how to present himse‘lf,, but generally ap shallow 
personality and probably only a front man for Guderian and his clique (7)=. At the timeiof the first Nuremberg: verdict when most German Generals were 
still intcmed at Garmisch,'it was Friessner whogin collaboration with ex- 
Colonel General Herman Hoth, proposed the official protest against the sen- 
tencing /of ‘Field Marshal 1'/i,].hel.1n Kegitcl and Colonel General Ferdinand JOd1o He had the i‘-“hole; camp" in an uproar and General Field Iiarshal Ccorg von Kitchler had to use all the TT€i§?h"b ofhis personality and all his persuasive powers 
to calm the ‘situation and prevent an action which might have committed all 
the generals irrevocably <'3.S(;‘S11}'>§'"0I“b01"S of the convicted war criminalss

V 

Immediately after his election, Friessner paid courtesy calls on ‘Germany"s 
principal government leaders.-, The meeting with the president of the Federal Republic of Germany, Dre Theodor Heuss, was apparently arranged by ex‘-General Eberhard Thuner-5, one-_.1;5_me commander" of the German lst Armored Divisions Thunert had managed this through ex-Colonel Crantz who is employed in the

_ office of the Presidents How the meeting with Adenauer was engineered is unknown, The Federal Chancellery has shrugtzed off the entire matter as‘ “ 

unimportant (8)., State Secretary for Internal Affairs Otto Lenz seems to be of the opinion that the best way to handle the radical elements among the former military is to offer them positions that occupy their times Minis- terialrat Hans Cloblce, Secretary lenz°s assistant, is a close friend of some ex-generals, and it cannot be expected that he will undertake anything’ that 
mipfnt interfere with their interestso However, it is reported that the Federal Off/i-<.=Q for the Protection of the Constitution is preparing to spend some effort"'so‘rutir1izing veterans" organizations, 
The new veterans‘ organization, led largely by personalities who gained prominence because of their allegiance to the Hitler regime, can hardly be expected to restrict itself to the economic interests of the veteranss One may expect, however, that they will maintain a democratic and moderate lire as long: as they consider it essential to gain their K63-la It has been stated that the military leaders of the Hitler rdgime will play no important role in the reamament of Germany and that their attempts to regain power are of no impOI't3I1Ceo Beyond a doubt, the e:-c-generals are not a necessity for remilitarization, but it is equally cvidentthat the ex~sold.iers are needed, 
'l‘he latter are very indifferent so far“ If, however, they should gain the impression that even the known anti-democratic ex-military leaders have the endorsement of the German government and are tolerated by the Allies, then the ex-soldiers will conclude that the opinions uttered by their former commanders are correct will undoubtedly follow them and again allow themselves to be misused for the personal ambitions of their commanders. 
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(1) Known members of the Board are: Gha.irman/, Johannes Friessn~(b)(1) 
Army Group South); Hasso von Hantexwfel (Gross-Deutschland); Bernhard Ramc}<1(b)(3) 
Kurt Student (parachute troops); Ludwig Crueuell and (fnu) Wessel (Africa 
Corps); Paul Hausser and Herbert Gills (Waffen SS); Heinz Guderian, Stumpff, 
Herr, Haentschke and Krakaua Also _the following, some of whom are identified 
only by last nazaesf. Walter Assmann (liajor General), Blum, Karl Guembel, 
Llohr (1!ax?)(Air Force General); llosbach, Potthoff, Rimzeling, Dre Tioehlkeg 
Reinhardt, Seideman, Steinhoff, Vclten, and Vollbrachto 

(2) Comment: The information that Dethleffsen, a former General Staff (b)(1) 
icer5 belongs to the Executive Board has not been oon.firmed by other (b)(3) 

sourcesa It appears more likely that he has an administrative or staff 
function for the board without actually being a member’ thereof o 

(3) Hansen himself was elected to the board , he took (b)(1) 
a very minor role i:‘i_.1_.‘l;h(-3 proceedings» Onlgftwo of his principal aides were (b)(3) 
also elected to theboard, Stumpfi‘ and H8I‘I‘o A 

-

' 

U4) rkoller is not a memberyof the board; as chief of the Bvw (b)(1) 
in Bavaria, he is a prime anta;:onist oi‘ Krakeua (b)(3) 

(5) The important organizations are as follows: 

Schutzbund Deutscher Soldaten (I363) ‘p,
A 

Dcutscher Soldatenbund (BVW) ‘ “ 
Traditionsvorbaende der Kraftfahrer (Armed Forces Transport Drivers) 
Africa Corps 
Parachute troops 
Division Grossdeutschland 
warren ss -

‘ 

Stahlhelm -
V 

@ L 

(5) Comment: Though the membership at the comtitutioridl session was (b)(1) 
66/ o'r'r"1"¢"e"r"s “and hog! enlisted personnel, the boardmemborship favors oi‘ficers(b)(3) 
and especially general officers to :1 much greater degrees By 25 September, 
there were indications that the lower ranks resented this distribution and 
there was at least one attempt to form a separate organization for the non-i 
commissioned personnel‘, 
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(7) Comment: has the backing of the sen 
/T 

/T/$6 EEX /TM) 

co-\~’ (8) After Friessnerfls remarks concerning the 20th oi‘ July men 
1 . 

‘ ' ~ n te September, when no tactlessly contradicted the Chancellor"s previous 
remarks on. the same subject, a spokesman for the Federal Press Office, i°e., the Government, indicated that Friessner was no longer persona grate in Bonn, 
The spokesman made a point of emphasizing the temporary aspect of Friessner”s chairmanship indicating that the government would not welcome a perrnanent election of Friessner as head oi‘ the German veteransq 
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