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THE TALK OF THE TOWN
quiet, mural, rational document he op-
posed such rhetddrical exclamations as
"HiMmler!," ."Hitler!," -as though
these were enlightening Statements in
the philosophy of history. When, in a
letter .solicited • by the • 'l'ime;, Miss
Arendt attempted to clarify her already •
clear position, Justice Musmanno, in a
reply, simply distorted it again, in. such
a way as tic make fruitful discussion	 'ddf
"Eichmann in Jerusalem" almost im-
possible. The Tintes published this tint.
symnetrical exchange without com-
ment, and, evidently no more sensitive
to in, 'fl y than Justice Musmanndi him-
self, added to the confusion by present-
ing a letter written in Miss Arendt's de-
fens,. thotigh. its author, Irving J.
Weiss, had taken the side of Justice
Musmanno. The refusal to &ten, the
frightening breakdown of cdinummica-
tion, is nothing new; we have grdiwn
accustomed to it in life and in the head-
lines. But the very essence of litera-
ture is communication, and to find Midi
a breakdown in the !item rY section ,,f
a majOr newspaper is profoundly dis-
appointing.

Notes and Comment

OW and again, in the most tin-
. likely places, there appears a little
paradigm. of the sort of misun-

derstanding between men of presuma-
bly good faith and s•ound intelligence
which, in personal or international af-
fairs, brings on catastrophe. Such a
paradigm was presented recentl y in the
pages a the Times Rook Review. Han-

nah Arendt had written for this maga-
zine, and for publication in hddok form,
an account of the trial of Adolf Eich •
mann in Jerusalem. Ni, one Was more
qualified than Miss Arendt. to undertake
such a work; her experience :is Genoa ii
Jew, historian, philosopher, and hu-
manist enabled her tiv approach her sub-
ject with feeling, with reasd in, and with
lanneledge: She outlined' precisely and
brilliantly the structure of the Nazi
hierarchy. She analyzed -the character of
Eichmann, a member of that hierarchy,
and found him, despite the scope of the
horror that it was within his power to
inflict, a man without depth of charac-

• ter, of passion, or of intelligence; six
milli, in victims cimit! lint have been exe-

•.cuted without the dogged efficienc y of
such simpletons as he. Slit. reed riled! the

- ha Aid tr of indikid.uals and dif na titins,
and found within her stnry a moral for
Germans, for citizens of other 1VeStern
ciduntries, and for fetes—in descending
order if responsibility: 	 It is evil to assent
actively or passively to evil, :is its
strument, as its iihserver, or as its victim.
She criticized the Israeli bandling of the
case for its lapses into llistrinuics at a
moment that called for calm analysis
and for the rendering a justice to an
individual who reflectedtlw almost total
d::dillapse . of conscience in a fddrmerly
civilized nation. One ' if the assumptions
underl y ing her work was that, while
compassion is one e ileum d if evil ., a strong-•
er and more reliable force for good is
reason, for the dictates of reason in inn!,
al questions are most likely to coincide

with" the demands- of conscience. She
was concerned with all the sins of omis-
sion and ciumnission that contributed
to the disaster, and, concluding that evil
is never grand hut (an infinitely more
terrible thought) unremittingly trivial,
she subtitled her work "A Report on
the Banality of Evil."

But, with the perversity that often
interrupts even the most lucid and bril-
liam discussions of ethics and. histnring-
raphr,.Michael A. Musmanno, a Justice
of the SnpreMe Court of • Pennsyl-
vania, chose, in the pages of the Times.
to misunderstand.. In reviewing her
book, he accused :1•Iiss Arendt of an ex-
cess a sympathy for Eichmann (lier
condemnation of the Nazi leaders was
far more withering than an y that had
been made before ) and of . a lack a
sympathy for the Jews (Pier sd wrote
over their suffering was far more elo-
quent than the fustice's own I. He
ignored all Nliss Arendt's ironies (re-
leering to her "Alas, ndibody helieved
him" ',munistakably irdinicIn con tex t , as
a "lamelit" for Eichmann ). He act:Used
her of indifference to "the screams of
horror-strickt: n women and ternwized
children as they saw the tornado
of death sweeping toWard them," al-
di, light an Important purpose of her
inquiry was to determine the causes dif
thud dsk• SCreantS. So that the y might never
be heard again. 	 t lists Arendt's

A nit iverwry
•

MFIE Rehearsal Chili, wilich ficem-

pies MI c fity-storj • hrownstones on
'et rifty-third Street, is the home
away frnm home of some for • gills.
rangi n age from eighteen t thirty,
all of who are bent on hceii mg star
actresses, suit. rs, dancers, dor liat pin
will in the per I ming arts. rhe other
day, the Rehearsa -e a party to
celebrate its fiftieth '111 wersary, and
we were among tic, invited tn be
present. No Si inner did Sc tug the front-
door bell than the di r swin • ipen and
a maid becknned u into a dar y Wain-
scotted entrance hall, illarged with
the presence— • wrcifullv, in pd rait
form—dif	 ....some
eimess name'	 atte I larris I Pall. It wa.
this sombiv p rsnnage who, with the help
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