©o= MrPeen Lfg{f}qnzg‘n%“«)._)
. - [2 YT Y] . oem 114 oN . - \
FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH | &¢>¢0xy/é-sot

0O NOTY TYPC IM Tr18 SPACE I

FROM :  AaEubassy TEL AVIV _ @ Jytimsa05t—E,
- TO : THE DEPARTMRENY OF STATR. WASIINGTON. e __Jnne_ng‘e,_nﬁlé‘s Ry
REF Bobassy despatch 824 of June 21, 1960, 724 of June 9, 1961, and
. A.,"v‘? nfyfehnpl;zvv 27, 1951. ! ’ ! ’ a&?’—d{'ﬂ-—“/
, i :-w ' U.Ll'l.
Yee { - : PPN A a_ = 2o - -
_t:iuo:; WEL- LISl 2 -1 14x 2 LURY PP-3 Tp ~yf Lm0
‘ b3 ~fe Hcen =10 Lrpeeraf PSH-of £SO~ !

- SUBECT: The Rich=ann Trial: A lMidway Agsesszen

r— The n;!mnn trial, sul generis in the affairs of human kind, presents a near :
baffling problca to the analyst, even though he may set aside the profounder ques- '
tions of hu=an behavior as beloaging properly to the reala of ethics. The nare
assaying of the manner in which tha trial has been handled and roceived, in an
atteapt to gain a glinpse into the payche of the spdritual kinsaea of Shadrach,
Hashach, and Abed-nzgo, perhaps approaches confrontation ydth the face of ths in-
scrutable. Restricted as the fraze of this study may bo at an intercediate phasoe
of the trial following tho prosecution's resting of its case, an inchoate consclous—
ness of one of the mysteries of human history has accoapanied its proparatien.

I. Tne Euotional Backzround

Despite the conviction expressed in many quarters, both Israell and other, that
the trial would pall on the pubdblic after the first few wecks, a broad and intense
Israeld interest has in fact been maintained. This interest would be difficult to
explain on the basis of eveats or rovelations in the trial, or in fact, in so far
as Esbaszy observations are concerncd, on any basis except that of a long-fruatrated
and naked deaire for vengeance, msager as the rotributive value of the punishaent of
ons man mAy appear. A promineat Isracli of exceptionally moderate teapcranent who
decries, at least in private, the decision to bring Blchzann to judgment responded,
shen pressed for baaic motivations of the trial, sdth-a atory about & group of
underground Jews who during world Var IX discussed how they would kdll Hitler.
~+ - fhey would-chain hin besidoe a boab, they agreed, and lead a fuse to the site along
hundreds of miles of railroad track. They would light tho fuse and allow it to
creep forvard, but a second before the fuse made contact they would cut it, There-
after, they would lay another fuse, light it, and atart all over again. -

In s0 far as tho scope of the trial was the result of planning by Ben-Qurion
and the Cabinet, there appears to be reason to assumae that the decision was based
on an acute avareness of the abovo~desoribed omotional factor and of the political
trap yawuing for any leader who would suggeat no trial or a modest one. In addition
to basic OQovernaent decisions, however, the trial appears to have growa to groater
proportions then may have been originally envisaged, as the rosult of presaures
¢aaing froa nuasrous quarters, politlcal parties and other organizations, all of

whoa domanded & voica and ropresentation, &l ;
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Although the e3otional attitudes of significant eleasnts of the populatien, (i |
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{appear to have provided ¢
f. daos not nean that virtually everyone in the country concurs in the sdsdoa of it.
| In talkdng to fcrelgners, few Israelis will admit to reservations about the trial.
i Howover, at least one contict, a person well knowa to and resgected Y the Exbasay,

ascribsd this merely to the fact that ®we are stuck with it and have to put ths

best possihle facs oa it.? It is the Enbassy's impression that many Israelis are

doing rcecisely this,
II. The Didactic Intent

Anxiety over the final outcoae of the intended educationa) aspects of the
trial app2ars to be one of the latent concerns of many Israelis, It is camonly
accepted as a fact that young Israelis born in this country have recoiled at the
denonatration of thousands of Jews, at times outnumbering German oscupation forces,
roceeding dosilely to death and destruction. This picture of dozility, it may be
sdiled, exarged overwhelmingly despite the fact that the prosecution strove to pre-
sent every available bit of evidmce tending to mrove mass or individual rasistance
bty Jexs. The lossoa that the youth may draw from the plcture, soas Israelis appear
to think, nay not neceasarily be calculable or in the naticaal interest. OChe Er-
bassy source rexarked that the trial reflects thes personality of a ghetto Jow liks
Ben-Gurion but not the personality of the Israeli-born. The source, father of o
high szhosl studeat, added that Israeld children dislike to study Jewdsh hiatory
beeause it preseats nothing but the account of one psrsecution after another. He
seamed to doubt that the Eichmann trial is dissipating this aversion. .

Ths broader educational alu of shosing the world the dangers of anti-Sexitisnm

48 also the source of some concern. That the world press has coatinued to give
preinent treatnant to the trial is ascribed by soms Israeldls to be due, at best,
to a sense of duty. Although many Israelis revel in publicity par ae for their
country, others recognize that the Eichmann trial may not be good publicity. They
perceive it ray be as difficult to induce German youth, for example, to accept
moral responsibdlity for the acts of the Mazis as it is to convince the youth of
Israel that the Jews of the period had done all that was possible to save them-
selves. Again, these Israalis appear to fear that the final outcome of the educa-

oo -ee - tional atteapt zay be incalculable or leave an impression that not only the moral

T Tstructure of the rast of the world but of Jewry as well was at tnnlt.

IIX. Extulpation of Jewish Leadors \

Bvidence at the trial presented a plcture of Jewdsh leadoers in Palestine who
did all thay could to save Furopean Jewry, but were thwarted by the indifference,
or wrsa, of big powsrs., Primary blame has been laid on the Britdsh Government,
It is doubtful that thore are any Israelis, even those not sympathstic to the
trial, who do nol belicve that tie British were gullty of at lecast passive com-
plicity wdth the Mazis., Socmo Israalis might add that "politics are politicsa™ and
excune Britain on the ground that its policles did not call for action on buhalf
of the Jews. There nmay also be a latent but unexpressed acknowledgenent that the
Josdsh leadors of Palestine chose to meet British ildddle East policies head on by
itheir insistence on a Zioniat solution for the problem of Europsan Jowry. Between
‘the "final solution® of the Nazis and the Zionist solution lay pcasibilities ,
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[;erh:\ps not fully explored by either the British or the Palestine Jews, '

Although the Javdsh leaders of Palestine have come out of the trial thus far
wdth their reputations intact, it appears cvident that the ghost of serlous sus-
plcion will probadly never be laid. For exaaple, the following paragraph appeared
in the JERUSALZM POST, English-language dsily, of June 18:

The rest of the world may, pcrhaps, find excuses and some apologla
for their (the big powers) ™lack of action,” if we are not to call it
indifference. But what excuses can wa, the Jews of what was then called
the Yishuv, find for ocurselves? It is true we denonstrated. It is true
that we protested, that we wrotc memoranda, that our papars printed in-
dignant editorials. But if Hershl Grynszpan could have stot vom Rath in
Paris in a desperate atteapt to bring the attention of the world to the
German atrocities; if the people of Ansterdan could have called a general
striks and risked the bloocdy wrath of the Germans, in solidarity with
their Jexdsh countrymen; if the Norweglans and Danes could have risked
their oxn lives and those of the people they held dear, to spatch thedy
Jewdsh compatriots avay froa the Nazis' clutches—then surely we of the
Yishuv should have given zore effective expression to our solldarity
with cur own brethren ard to our horror and frustration at the world's
indifference to their fate than we did.

The above passage, which appeared shortly after the prosecution completed its
presentation, suggests that dcubis and recricinations wdll continue as they have
in the celobrated Zastner case over the question of the role of the lcaders of
Hungarian Jesxy in their dealings with Nazis,

A=id the tangle of gnawing doubts and self-exculpation one fact emerges cleax\-- s

the major burden of the trial has been that Israel alono is the haven of gou:.

though it was adaitted that Jews in Western Europe were treated bensvolently, a

caso was also made that in the face of critical danger it was the moro wary tast

Etropean Jews who had the stamina to pub up reasistance, when possible. Tho Westorn
Jews, shocked at the sudden reversal of their status, were pletured as

of a large Azerican newspaper comaented during a discussion of the above subjent
that Ben-Curion, ina pre-trial interviow, stated his beliot that "it will happan

also D the Uaited States; - istonhitd o

. The impact on Isrselis and other Jews of the plcture of larael as a uniqus

gsafe haven in a sea of ubiquitous anti-Semitism is not one that cun be roadily —
assessed, There is no way to determine, for axample, what effect it may have on :
exigratioa froa or imaigraticn to Iaraecl, Likewise, thers is no way to assoss how

4t d1) affect tho m0oods of the country toward international cooperation as against
wgoing 4t alone® when it is folt that vital interosts of the natien are involved,

V. Conclusion
[} .
{ © The Dbessy believes that the foregoing, if not a successfully balanced ’ :
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Ipreamtaticn because of the difficulty of assessing rmtiona, ‘tends ot least to -

balance the picturs in the direction of latent realities, In this apparently

. 'truer -balance, Israsli resctions may be said perhaps to present a zors reassuring

" pleture in that scme wiareness ssexs to exist that the problems symbolized by
Elchxann nay not be speciilc probleas of anti-Send.ti.sm alene but involve broader

queatione ot h\mnity and his»«ry
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