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...The Embassy is £9rward.ln,g a portion of an article on the trial of EichMann

	

7 :
	 ch was written b	 A. Ba e and will soon be published by the American
• -Universities fieid:staff.	 a icle is of interest primarily for the illtimina-

tiani imperfect as it may be, of the basic motivations of Prime Ninister Ben-GuriOn,
„Wilmmthe author interviewed at Sic Boker. Mr. Baynes account throws into relief
Ben-Gurion's identification with Jewish natiOnalism.: Tneliehmann trial , is for
Ben-Guriouanother link in the chain to prove Jewish nationhood and to build a
defense against ubiquitous antisemitism.	 •

• •
Ben-Gurion apparently did not speak with the author on the link between::

:. .Nazisth and NasSerisa, but an Israeli official whoa the author interviewed stated:
There.ars 'other points but perhaps not so important even if they-are useful

He (Ben-Gurion) wants to tell the WDrla that the Arab natiowlittracvement
always in league with the Nazis. (Eichmann once want on a mission to the Gr3ndr

.1rmfti, yoUicnow).. And along with this, that the British and the Americans Could:
AlaVeeased-the European disaster by admitting Jews in the 1930 1 5. In todaygs
-cuMstancet, ,they would be repeating the crime to leave Israel defenseless against: .
the Arabs/1g

. In Despatch824 of June 21, 1960 the Ebassy quoted from a letter written by
."7.13err-Ginii-ein-to ;Israel Galt11 7in which the Prime Minister stated: "No doubt exists.
. that there is in the . .tervict.Of dictators in neighboring countries dozens and

hundreds of Nazis, German and Arab, who took part in the mUrder of Jews in that
• periOd:tlidari !.now plotting against the people of Israel in their on land. Va.

mustr.emind.pUblic-:opinion in . the world who these people plotting the destructien
, of Israel are the pupils of and who is helping them intentionally andunintentic‘aally.7

ThushotOnly .:doevthere appear to'have . been a simple transfer of the seat of hatred
from Berlin to Cairo, hut,there,appearsto be an obsessive desire to prove a-link

	

'	 betweeUthetwo. • The strUggle against Arab nationalism is of secondary importance
only:because it : is in the stream of antisemitic history an evanescent problem to be
followed by- 	 as long as Jews live abroad or in their on homtland:

• •
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li.'	 Another interesting aspect of the article is the author's claim that there' d!
..	 is less than national unanimity over the question whether Israel should try

..- •	 •	 ; I

-tact-a-ann. He bases this assertion on discussions with ordinary people as well6
.	 ,	 ...„.. 	 .as with jurists, vdiro, however, have been overriden by Ben—Gurion's overwhelming	 :; i--- • ‘' determination t,o.t...-7.4-chmann,in!Iarael.,..	 . ,f.....: .... .. .., ..

'
-.T.; 	The article .s giyen.;to--the !&,bassy in manuscript forts by the author ... 

--...::„...,-- . :4 the understanding that .it:-01.1.1.. d !. be kept within F.-dr:sassy confines until actual
I••' • '..	 blication. -.:Therefore the alaoassy is placing an Off ; cial Use ally:classification

• .-.!  ".. on the:enclostwe 1.-..4.ich ingy, be changed to Unclassified 
-
after the article has	 1
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- ' - .." PertiOn'el':! :'an [article entitled ," . : 	 ,

	

!:.:-. . :- - • HISTCRT:(A.P.:70-19:43), ON TRIAL: .. " 	 I!

	

'-..:"The Caseef'Adolf Eichmann :Ey.ecutiVe 	 :-

	

...-..'..:::::.forthe,Nazi's "Final Solution" of the	 - .. -.,:-
-.......Jevs , of .:Blirooe--Seen from Israel, By

s:i!::-,Bi..-A.':.-Bayne.:.(Official Use Only).	 -
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,	 Portion of an article entitled HISTCRY (A.D. 704948) al TRUL:.:
• The Case of Adolf Eichmona_Txecutive for the Nazi i s "Final

	

_	 •.	 Solution" of the Jc,-:s of rop--Seen from Israel, 'ay E. A. Bayne

.	 ..	 .	 •..	 ..	 .

.	 .• _

• Item we• had settled do-,n to talk, Ben Gurion demanded: "You think that we
_should not tryEicans' rui? You are a Jew? An American Jev?"

••	 ;.-
. •	 .

"No	 . ."

"I thought • only an American Jew would question our right to try D.c
sy cofi	 citizenshio -rd_th nationality where a Gentile should__not. Yce. are .

eing, unwittingly or not, an antiser.:itei Y.ou vrant to dens,.v the Jews the rights of
nationality.. Hitler ..as killing a r2.tion. That nation has the right to try the

• .	 • man vtio carried out Hitler's orders!"	 •

•

•••---	 "Don't you sea," he went on, •I'the world must- be told this very fact. We are• _
ia nation. In Russia and Eastern Dirooe, we J ews never thought of ourselves as
•Rnssians or Poles.--always we ra Jews with a deep sense of nationality."

-	 ,... . • .And- in thi.s separs—eness, I thought, lay much of tha. root of Slavic anti-
semitism, just as the u..^.-..iLl::.n.--.).-fss of Isel to acceot tie di,rinity of ?!....m.,:n- • .

: ..emperors had driven Titus to d cstroy the Teel:al° and sack Jcrusaies. In a sec”:„.L.--.r • -. • -

	

......" world,- the theolo4cal basis of Jewish cohesion, its non-donforiai.sm and ses.-2..ngLy 	 .. .

	

.• - . eternal protestantiora can be viewed as the narrowest nationalism, and not an	 -.
..::- ethical system based upon an individual r s personal covenant. -b./5.th God. The fact	 •

:.: that the J ew, religiously, built, a "fence around the Toz•ah" of .legaliszas r.e:.-,-,-

...':-senti ng.the moral guides to daily life, a fence that as . sometimes -too hi,t. or
--- -. others-to_Olimb -• and too forbidding gave rise to susp.cion. and - ultimatel,y,• . • •
j. :,.oppression.. ActUally, the Christian concept of being a "chosen people" as no -

.	 .

•-... less , profound than the Jewish, although it is 'shorn of • its -.tribalism,. based less

	

. :...-. ,.. upon family ties than upon the individual's cyl-zi striving for saliation. 'rns	 -
. ......: social expression of these dif.fereac es between Jewish and Gentile religious. roots',

_,'_,...Lt.....r.esul.liing.. in the minority urban concentrations, of Jewish colonies, enclosed.:4thin . .- ...
'-- .,.....: by . rabbinicii -readorship, and without. by suspicion and opPression in a•rieve-,..: ending.•:. ..

	

.-.. . cycle,. understandably .1-..ha.sir.e.-1 that ssr_se of nationality- --of .tribaliv.a--arzong • • 	 '
• • -Jews-. : - To .thie muit also be added.the .rural-Urban tensions that :marked the last

two centuries in the :Eastern countries of DIrope, where the . Jew as at the heart	 :.1

of the .	 ...,	 .	 .	 .	 .	 .

:. ...- .It has been argued that the -extraordinary contributions to art and other.
forms of civilization, and the great. enere„y put forth in less noble aspects of

- .life by Jew's was a - result of a compensatiag drive for the insecurity this kind
— .. • .:- . :of living produced. It might also be arg-ue.d that it cane from the confiden:.e of

living in a spiritu_el sh.-ole, - .living the law in a theocracy.	 '' ...	 •	 -	 -

	

.	 .	 ..	 .
_	 -	 •	 .	 . •	 .	 .	 •	 '	 -	 ..	 ._.	 .	 .

.	 .
!. •	 • But this was Eastern Europe, where the industrial rz.....volution cane late
:.. and attempts at an open society stiLl later. Germzuy was the border state;
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modern and moderning, but here antisemitism became the savage poison Hitler
found necessary.to use to give unity to Nazism'. The Jew had assumed that in
a modern society the age-old suspicion could be allayed, and he could safely

-:ea:Ben Gurion said---exchange citizenship for nationality. The yrisly. task of
Eichmann was to drive home the lesson that fer that time, in that country, the -
::separateneas Of'the JewHcOuld.not be forgotten. But that of America, a.different

society, " pluralistic and founded on principles of religious freedom and
r'tolerance?•' Does not the:assimilationist's argument hold?

L_..O.F.F.DICAL	 !
(C.:!csrifica::un)

•

:	 .

:

Is it because you 'do not think of 'Jews as having the same rights as other pe,Lsplor

: •

- 1You think that 'America is different?" said the. Prime Minister of Israel.
"Let me tell you a story!. 'During the war—in 1940, I think it was—but before
the United States entered:the war, I went to New York to try to 'obtain help for
Britain and for ourselves because .we were fighting the Marsalso.- I talked with •

• s prominent leader of AMerican Jewryi and most highly respected man: 'Arentt
. you in favor of , defeating the Nazis I I ar'..:ed• him. 'Of course, he said, • 'Then' .
why aren't you campaigning for American pJ,rticipstion? ! : t we:shelildn't,' he said,

::. 1 1.4e . Jews : coUld net cryfOr a liar against !atler here, the rest of America would
..then CaIl -itz . Jeish war!'

, .	 " .	 •	 •	 . • '" .
.	 .

Be'. 	Gurion t s hand gently.teppd the dealt•at thic he was sitting: "'Yet
you believe that the defeat of Kltlar is ezsential for America? . .?knd you. are an

. American?! I asked. 'Yes, of .........	 'Then,' I said, 'you are
putting your jewishness hgore	 you are a Jew first.' The man
denied it, but he could na. It ia	 for' any. of us. .v.hat do 'I have in

'.00mmon with- the Yemenite--we are	 s, part of the Same nation.I.;
• •

An American Gentile may have difficulty admitting the logic of the-story,
. or he ma take 'refuge in sociolozy and point out that civilization is alusys in
transition.and alwaya in Hope.

'	 •• •
-: ".Idok at it.this uny," the Prime Minister continued. "If some power--the

7'17.;Odiritit -perhaperetokill a third of the people in America, wouldn't you
as anAmerican,-wanttOtrythe man who did it?" •	 •

,	 ,	 •	 . •	 -	 .	 ..	 .
• -

• .	 ... That -seems very hypothetical. .	 I began. Actually, the ethical basis• -
.'.or''.Crimes trials has not been entirely . cidar to mbi as it has not to many.
, -

could rot answerbriefly', and said no more.

wouldn't you?" he persisted.

."I suppose:that there are sUffiCient evidences of nationalism in America
to expect that :weoUld," I Linall, nswered.

.	 •
Would you deny to the Jawfnh tion the 	 Of choice?

•

:	 -	 With another man, this could be ugly ground, but here it was not. This was

Is	 the arch-fighter for Jewish dignity, in the right or wrong of the Hernl tradition,
i	 -. operating within a frame of legality net all the world -.,,euld reedmize, and -,:hich 1

‘ not all of the nation for whcm he spoke ,,ould accept. To a Gentile of the

*_. „OFFI_CIAL
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majori.ty, Ben Gurion might se= to be talking resurgent tribalism; to the
.......politioel Zionist, nationalism. It was an ancient controversy, not only a 	 .	 • ' • ,

•!:: .*--• Jewish affeir, beginning as Jews often measure, in 70 . A.D. and reaching•until'.,:.
1943 and the founding of the de facto state of Israel. - . , : •	 • '-	 - '	 .: - '.....'-'-'.."--'-:' '''•

II
••-.,':'-'..:-..:'•	 ''	 .	 ' .	 ...•	 —

i

..'....-c. '..'•	 ' The trial of Adolf .clarnann may thus be seen as a trial of history to • - .	 ...::.:...
-:- 	 prove the 'point of Jewish nation .nocd--to make the distinc..tion between the

, : -. • 'Israeli and the Jew—to build an accepted defense against the virulent . anti-

1	

' • - semitisa C-erm.an Nazisr...was, and might be again elsew'nere tinder Other names; 	 -
- '	 In such an epic exercise, laichr..ann becmea	 a human symbol.	 ` •	 . ,	 ‘I

..	 •

	 ,

	

.	 _ 
11

"It does not matter to me that happens to .chr.....ann," the Prime lanistw *.	 :	 '.

"I don't care vrhether he lives or dies. It is unimportant when measured
. .- '• -,'. against our right to try him, end judge him as a nation." ,.

Vengeance then, is not involved. flichr....-nn night live, uniartyred, and free

I	
: _ involved in the trial, for Ben Gurion, is a j-1.5-tice that the Jett:: of Diaapora -

enough to expiate his-own guilt privately before his cr.em gods. The justice

had not been able to establish in 1,9',.7) years. 	

I

-..- '..,-- The range:I:if response to this nationalistic position of the Prime Minister
may be .1..-i.der: from distaste for an arro.- .-ant tribalism to sympathy ;:or a bravo

- minority..; I. was fortmate neither c.:::.-treme would occur to me as I left the•:-..-..,
. - -	 CoUntry to return to Bon. I 1.-,:ld rather the conviction that the trial of

Adolf .-ris,ichmann was an intensely il...--..i•_-...n an complex affair. 1,1tat it represented
i......:':.',. was neither a private Jewish affair, nor symbolic vengeance, nor totally a symbol, .
i'.±....,•_ • :,.- of 'guilt for the VT-astern majority of Gentiles. 	 ..

.	 •.	 -
1: :•::: --.- - -: As I was leaving Sde Boker, ,- :̀•ter a visit to its various outbuildings,
,... - . returned to,Ben Gurion to say. goodbye.	 ._	 ,	 .

Said, -".I reveal my o-.-m subjective bias. AU hum.xi affairs-7.
• 'even . sscienceare subjective. . ."

• -Thq.iPmerkIls.. in his image. ••
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