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SPECI.iL INTERROGATION REPORT

ON | .
Dr Hans Martin ZEIDLERél)<ifL’/,;,-
—

Ref: BAOR/INT/2428(363) dated 24 Sep 45
See Also: CSDIC(WE4A) Interim Report 21 dated 23 Oct 45
C3DIC(WEA) Second Interim Report 31 dated 30 Oct 45
CSDIC(WEA) Third Interim Report 40 dated 6 Nov 45
CSDIC(WE4) Final Report 4 dated 22 Nov 45

AMT VI ACTIVITY IN SWITZIRLAND

Prisoner stotes that owing to his function of attending to the economic
side of contacts important to the GIS, the following instances of
infiltration by Amt VI in business deals with SWYITZRRILAND came within
his aphere,. '

The firm WARENVERTRIEB3 GmbH, BERLIN, an import and export concern -
dealing in all tyvpes of merchandise, was, owned and managed by a certaiic¢>
SS Hptstuf EGGEN, who at the same time was o member of the {Jaffen SS
and at the outbreak of war was attached to Amt VI, From time to time
EGGEN made purchases for the Waffen SS through the WARENTRIEBS GmbH, &;9,
end in autumn 1941 he became very friendly with SCHETLENBARG, head of
Amt VI, who eventually employed him, not only because of his commercial
connections in BERLIN, but also because he had a grect number of connections
in other countries, including the BALKANS and SWITZERLAND, the latter
being of particular interest to Amt VI,

During the wintaer of 1941-42 EGGEN was reguested by the Waffen SS
and the Wirtschafts- and Verwaltungshauptamt to buy from SWITZERLAND
through his firm hutments to the value of 5-6 million Swiss francs., Pay~-
ment was to be made in cash, in accordance with the German-Swiss Trade
Agreement; time-limits were fixed for delivery and. payment was to follow
immediately, As Amt VI was short of funds in SWITZERLAND to enable it
to carry out its int tasks, SCHELLENBERG seized upon this transaction as
a means of financing his schémes, but as t he price of the hutments had been
fixed and approved by the Wirtschalftsministerium in BERLIN, it was not
possible to increase it nnd make the difference in price available to
Amt VI, To overcome this obstacle, EGGEN proposed to float a company
in SWITZERLAND, which would exist ih name¢ only, to negotiate the hutment
transaction, thus enablingz him to add a commission to the price agreed
upon, which sum would be placed at SCHELLENBERG's disposal. SCHELLENBERG's
plan was to usc the money to finance ROTHMUND, the head of the Swiss
Alien Police, with whom he had connection. SCHETILENBERG readily agreed >
to EGGEN's proposals and EGGEN proceecded with the scheme; HOLZACH(?), the (¥
head of the Wood Syndicate, and Dr MEYER(?), EGGEN's legal adviser, were
included in the new company, but took no active part in it. A non-
committal designation, "Interkommerz" or something similar, was chosen
by BGGEN and 60,000 Swiss francs, the commission on the hutment transaction,
were ultimately 8btained for the '"new firm". - Prisoner states that the
receipt for this meney is among the Amt VI Wi documents in BERLIN; 1t
was made out by "Interkommerz", but was NOT signed by ROTHIMUND; it may
have been signed by MEYHER or HOLZACH. Prisoner does NOT know whether -
ROTHMUND actually received any of this money.

.How the 60,000 Swiss francs were transferred to SUITZERLAND Prisoner
does NOT know; if they were transferred through a Bank evidence ought
to be found in the "Interkommerz" books; but Prisoner thinks it mori/likely
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' that BCGGEN took the money to 34ITZELIND in cash.  Who the recipients
in SUITZERLAND were, s obvinusly 2 matter which had to be kept secret.

The Swiss firms who arranged the hutment deal ~nd TGGEN's legal
adviser received only the usunl comaercial comuaission; no spc01al.
comnission was poid on this transaction, as this would hoave meant that
the »rices demanded by the Wood SynﬂiCWtc would have been higher than
those of wrivote firms, in which cnse the Gernman autiorities would not
have sancti-ned the de q1. '

whoether the Swiss firms or XGHEN's legnl adviser received any money
beyond their {ixed commissions out of the C0,000 Svwius francs which were
at the disposal of "Interkoamerz" is a question which Prisoner is unable
to answer as it Aid not interest him; his réle was to shelve the
accusations made aztinst BGCEN of running a foreign exchange swindle
in connectinsn with the hutment transaction

3, In sumncr 43 Germony no longer had any foreign currency aveilable in
SWITZERLAND, and as the German armament ,roorﬂmme depenced to some.extent
upon deliverics o»f certain tools and @ nvry from that country, numerous
attempts were made to expand the volumv " German-Swiss trade by weans

of “ﬂnc0131 agrezements",

Prisoner becane aware of these nezotintions .2t the end of summer 43,
and SCHIUILENEERG requested him to endeavour to obtain Swiss currency in
cash for the benelit of Amt VI from these transactions.

An example of' this w-as the proposal rresented %o the Swiss .
Kriegstechnische Abt by the RIM in 1943 to deliver immedintely eight
Messerschmitts in excnange for cert~in tools and machines to the
corresponding velue.,  Prisoner therefore visited the head of the RIM, but
was told thet it woasz cuite impossible to convert goods-clearing nnto
cash-clearing in foreisn currency, and any German demands to this effect
would Jeowardise the conclusian of the agreement. If the Amt, however,
could take on the responsibility of declaring that it was absolutely
neccssary in the interestz of the Reich to ootq1n Swiss currency by maklng
the deal o cash~clearing one, the case would assume a different aspect,
Prisoner put this sugzestion to the Referent for SWITZERLAND, AHRENS, (o
so that he could obtain a decision from a higher authority, but as far as
he knows the Amt derived no foreign currency for its int commitments from
this transaction; he heard nothing further about the matter except
that thu agreement was finnlly concluded by the RIM in its original
form,

Lo Ambt VI Zmploywent of Swiss Individuals

SCHILLENBIRG was opposed to employing people from Swiss Nazi
circles on int work in SFITZERLAND for the following rensons:

2) 'Dr ROTHMUND had informed him (see IR 4O, para 6) that such persons
were to be regarded with caution, from t“c point of view of knowledge
and of chhracter, their main intercsts being financial, and as

SCIELLANEBERG was anxious nat to harm his zood relations with
ROLJIUND, he had agreed not to use such people for int- work.

© b)) The welfare .of Swiss Nazis dowi“iled in GERMANY was the responsibility
. of Dr ngp_vg of the S3-Flhrungshauptamt, and there had been an
agreement between SCHELLENBERG and RIEDWEG that these persons, if
suitable for int work, were 4o be placed at the disposal of Amt
VI, on the understanding that they should not be employed actually
in SWITZTRLAND,

Prisoner believes that this policy was firmly acdhered to by
the Amt; at least in his own Amt VI Wi he had no connection with
any Swiss or other foreigner owerating against SWITZERLAND; any
such activities were te be attributed to the relative Linderreferate.
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One of Prisoner's duties was to obtain- positions in German offices
and firms for peonle of no further use to the GIS, and he gives the

following account of his knowledge of one Jean CHARLES, a Swiss merchant
atout 35 years of age.

CHARLAS had left S.ITZERLAND as a conscquence of being convicted
| there because of his political views, and had settled in the MUNICH area.
, He therefore came under the surveillance of the SS-Flihrungshauptamt,

who brought him to the notice of,§g%§LLENBERG-as he seemed suitable for
(o work With Amt VI, and it was decided to employ him on int work in the

SOUTH of FRAWCE and “iONACO. Gestapo investigations, howeverj led to

A his being suspected of Bolshevist tendencies, and as a result of this

{f\ SCHELLENBERG regarded him as being unreliable and declined to sanction

v~ . the mission, Prisoner was therefore commissioned to get rid of

{ CHA 'TES in such a way as to avoid any repercussions on the Amt, and as
CiiRLLS knew very listle German, but had some knowledge of banking and
spoke fluent Prench, Prisoner placed him at the disposal of SCHAFER,
Reichskommissar for the Bank of France, wio subsequently found him a
vosition in the Aerobank in PARIS(spring L), Prisoner heard later from
the Aerobank in BERLIN that instead of being evacuated with the
German authoritiecs and business firms on the fall of PARIS, CHARLES had
gone to the SQOUTH of FRANCE or LONACO, but had not been given any int
commission.  Prisoner believes that CHARLES" wife refurned to SWITZERLAND,

5. Financial Arrangcments for Amt VI Commitments

To finance int services the Rl placeda at the disposal of Amt VI
a sum o RM 250,000 mouthly (sce IR 21, para 6), This amount was then
converted by the Reichsbank into Swiss francs, because of the recognised
stability of Swissg currency, and made available to Amt VI in that form;
it was then reconverted into whatever currency Amt VI required.

The amount was controlled by the Finance Dept of the Amt,  The
relntive LAnderreferat had to state the reasons for each demand for
currency, walch werc examined by the Amtsche?, who either sanctioned
or refused it, and i sanctioned the demand then went to the Finance
Dept who paid it direct to the Linderreferat, ' : )

Prisoner docs NOT know the individual estimates of the Linderreferate,
nor does he know how currency was transferred to SWITZFRLAND.,
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