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BY THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY
DATE: 2001

Assistant Direotor for Om rations 14 November 1546

Chief, Interdepartmentel Coordinating mnd
Planning “taff
Distribvution of FEIS Daily Reports %o the Press

References & Enclosures
Letter to DCI dated Oct, 25, 1946 from Editor, Washington Post
DF to DCI dated 31/10 from Asst. Dir, for Operations
Hemo dated 7 Nov,, 1948 from Asst. Dir, ORAE to ICAPS
Memo dated 6 Nove, 1946 from Asst. Dir, OCD to ICAPS

1l Your D/F on subject with enclosures sand the comments of ORE sad
0CD are resturmned herowith,

2, It is the oonsidered opinion of ICAPS thatthe distribution of FBIS
Daily Reports to the Press ghould be mede by the press seotions of the government
dopartments currently recipients of this service, with the following stipulations:

a. Distribution to the pross will be limited to individually selected
1tems of primery interost to each department, The selection of the itoms will be
the responsibility of each department, end should reflect the interests of that
department and of the United States Government,

b, 'Carte blanche! agreements to deliver tho entire ocontents of the
Daily Reports siould not be authorized,

8. Tach depa.rtmrrb' should be ceutimed srainat sudden eand -ointed
emphasis on any subjecots which might draw umdesirahle attention to United States
trends in poliay,

d. To avoid oriticism on grounds of disorimination released items
should bo made avallahe on a parity request basis %o all responsible press
ropresentatives,

S« It is believed that by the above recommended prooedure the press
may be serviced without the undesirable publicity features of direet .IG participation,
and with securlty fcatures adegquately safeguarded,

DORALD EDGAR

EWsbhr
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STANGARD FORM NO, 64 T m‘ﬂENmL “'" .
Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

-
To : Chief, ICAPS DATE: 6 November 1946
FROM : Assistant Director, OCD

SUBJECT: Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the Press

1. The Office of Collection and Dipsemination has studied the recommendations
of Director for Operations on the subject of FBIS reports to the press, and comments
ag follows:

a. Screeped service to the press. If the service to the press is to be
resumed, it is believed that any screening of recipients cannot be effected, as
proposed in par. 4 of the attached memorandum, without running the risk of opening
this organization to criticism on the grounds of preferential treatment. The servige
WL%W&;& As an example, if the Deily Worker

M. 8 ind out that reports were made available, free of charge, to
some 75 other newspapers and that -the Daily Worker and P.M. had been excluded from
the distribution, these two newspapers might well launch a violent campaign on the
subject of discriminatory treatment of the press which might focus the attention of
unfriendly interests upon this organization.

b. Service to universities and other inatitutions. It is undersicod
through conversations with ORE that a number of universities who were former recipients
are also interested in having service to them reestablished. They also will become
very resentful toward CIG as soon as they learn that a selected press is receiving it.
Agein the service must be open to all comers or none at all. ORE would probably like
to comment on this part. .

c. Security. It is believed that the resumption of procedures whereby the
press was furnished copies of the Deily FBIS reports could still be objscted to on
security grounds in view of the fact that furnishing such reports (which would have
to be domgraded to unclassified) could indicate to its recipients the coverage
capabilities of this organization with respect to monitoring of foreign broadcasts.
Although this objection is not particularly serious, it nevertheless runs counter to
the policy of the Director of Central Intelligence that the organization and opera-

" tional capabilities of the Central Intelligence Group must not be divulged except

when necessary in the conduct of official business with accredited agencies or
individuels. )

2. OCD ¢oncurs in the substence of General Sibert's recommendation to broaden
the service of FBIS, subject to the proviso that screening should be only for the

purpose of eliminating duplication.

Captain, U. S. N,
Agsistant Director for
Collection and Dissemination

~CONFIDENTHL



THE WASHINGTON POST
Washi.ngton 4’ D.C.

Herbert Elliston,Edibr

October 25, 1946

General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Direotor
Central Intelligence Group
New War Department Building
Washington 25, D, C,
Dear Siri
H.s the new set-up in the Central Intel-
ligence Group made any difference in your policy
with regard to sending the Daily Report to the press?
If it has, I should very much like to re=
s eat request for these very useful reports. If
7~ p my req Yy %
we can receive them, they should be addressed to:
Miss Susan Oulahan
Editorial Department
The Tashington Post
Washington 4, D. C,.

Thauking you in mticipation,

Yours sincerely,

/s

Hefbert Elliston




- NEBENTIAL

——

7 November 1946

MEMOKANDUM TO: Chief, ICAPS

SUBJECT : Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the
Press

1. ORE believes that it is advisable to modify the present
nolicy of suppression of FBIS reports to the end that legitimete
recuests for these reports may be accommodeted when received from
newspepers, prest associations, specisl press correspondents,
collegiste institutions, and other organizations or individuals
of like nature in the United States. This is in general agreement
vith the proposal from the Office of Operstions, Section 4, and
the recommendations in Section 5.

2. ORE, however, concurs with the suggestion from the Office
of Collection and Dissemination that zttempted screening of appli-
cants would be unwise and would be Gifficult of justification and
prectical application.

Z. The Assistent Director for Collection snd Disseminstion
has volced z possible objection (accompanying memorendum, l-c,
Security) on security grounds, namely, thet furnishing such reports
might indicete coverzge cepabilities with reference to the capacity
]ﬁ!! of CIG for monitoring foreign broadcasts. An objection elong similar
' lines might be that since transcriptions of brozdcests by FBIS are
along selected lines, a study thereof could conceivably indicate the
trends of CIG interests and investigations. The Assistant Director
for Collection and Dissemination points out that objections of this
nature do not appear particulerly serious, end in this opinion ORE
CONCUrsS.

4. The cuestion also arises whether CIG, by its very nature,
should engege in publicity arrangements of any kind and whether .
dissemination of FBIS meterisl to public agencies should not better *

be effected through some such agency as the Informetion Division of
the State Depertment.

5. In general, ORE believes that if FBIS remeins under CIG con-
trol, CIG interests would be well served by the proposed concession

to such influential organs as The Washington Post znd other important
agencies or individuals who might be served.
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g a7y Distribution of 778 Tally deports To Tre ress

ls Vurdn. the wur thse lomsgilc Prenct of tia Wlice of way
Information lhisd reaponsibility ror the dlsiridution of .overament
material to newspapera, commentutors, press usgocistions end radlo
stationa. Inecluded 1n this distrivition was the text ol toreli,.n
broadessts nonliored by the Fili. lmmediuiely {ollowin. the cesgation
of hostilities, tiia function ol %J waa dlacontinued end 'BI3, when
it was & part of the ‘ederal Comrmunications Commission, assunod
responsinllity for dfstriiutin ity Jally ieuorts to the representi-
tives of ti.e press liwt his¢ sreviously Lesn gerviced by Lie V.7,

2¢ Uinrtly alfter vie transfar ol RIS to the Intelliience @ lvialon
of the 'ur Tepariment, the lutter ocran.ed tis FHIS digtribution policy
so that mly olficisl .overament otfices could receive tic re.ortde
Tels action was Laken: on pounus of (&) economy; (o) security safe uard;
and (c) to rorestall possible con:ressionsl criticlam of free



distridbution of a sovermment revort to private parties. ~“he press as
& whole wag very oritical of t:ls chanre in pollcy since it hzd heon
dependin; on the broadcast intercepts of FBIS es a valuable nowa source
from varlioua parts of the worlds The only resson 7iven for the chang e
in policy was that it was necessary to effect economlios snd the quese
tion was ralsed by the pross as Lo whether the insi nirlicent savin:s
would overe-balance the value of making available to the people the
information brousdesst to the world by the foreizn redlo.

3. On 85 October 104€&, The uashinston rost wrote to you requesting

. that the policy decision of the War Department be reviewed by 7G and,

if posgivle, to add 2t to the mailing limt for the “BI3 Tally ilsports,.
After careful consideration of the pros and cong of this problem, I am
in fvoy or nmakins these reyports avallavle to the prass upon request,
These ro.oris uro verbatim texta of toreign h:ioadcaats intercepted by
FAYS and contein no analysls or eveluatlion of the nauteriul. 7The
tranamissions are brouucast in the open to anyone with the recelving:
fagilities to listen tc them, so pose no real security prouvlen in
making them available for public consumption. The additional cost

of addingy the oocuniry's leadinyg newspapsrs to the ¥BIS malling list

18 neglicivle sines 1t involves merely thoe maliiny end extra mimeo.raph
papor for a.proximately 100 copiea. On Lhe positive side, I belleve
thiut the distrivution of thls nmsterial would be in line wit: the
sovernmenttz -enaral pollcy of makin: svallable to the public all
noieclasslifiod Inrorzalion Shail L can, Addin: tiie press to the 1375
mallin: 1ist, 7 s sure, would res:lt ln a vory favoranle reactiom
townyd 1% & ol ney e extremely valuw-le ln he near Tubire.

4¢ If autnoriged by you to recommence this service, FBIS would
moll o a scragned list of former reciplents & notice that sarvice
will be renowed upon the receipt ol formal =rltien request from thoac
conoernsde A 1eviaw ol our records inclcates Lhat a maximm of 127
prens and racdlo orgavizationa recelved thils service durin the ver,
We eatimu. - tho L about VO wo ld properl; racelve iU nowe  Inls
eliminites iomi r Cupilaoationg & now lnactlve a-encless

be FRecomtencatione I recommend that :BIS Le authoriged by ou
to proceed &3 o.Liin:d in pare;ruph 4. If ap.roved, this can Lo
undertieken «nd continued tirough tlls :rizcel yeer witiout locrasee In
bud;et or poszonnel wlithin the 77iS.

Executive Hecistry

Central lecoris (2

Hre. Shiepherd, 515 '

Return to ‘en=ral 3ivert - ime. 2172 I Le JIornd

Stayback sl suder Jenvral, T8
Asalatunt Ulreetor ior Op ratlans



