- ey e

v

. g haye never stood on the same platform . He

maaifestations are, of course, again

" the Slovek National Council 1944 - 1946 in Bratislava an

DEELASS IF1ED AND RELEace:
(6L, EASED
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AgEng)
BOURCESNETHODS EXENPT (0N 3025

NAII’HARCR‘!MESDISCLO
DATE 2003 2008 SUREA“i -/
Lo " /"/. /-

!
L

fFe-77¢

"Dr.e M P. Josko

1850 Monroe Sireet, N,',
Wasghington 10, D,C. =

“rashington, D.C.,~March' 11, 1959

Re : Slovak separatism -'Dr. Ferdinand Durcansky
. et e ettt .

Dear Sir :

Walter "Vinchell { Commentary. February 22, 1959 ) and a Letter to the
Editor of Washiagtlon ™28t and Timzs Herald ( Sievak sepzratlism, March 11,
1959 ) are remingiry the American public *nat a certain Or. Ferdirand Dur-
Eanal:)'/ is in this ccaniry and that he , with the heip of his politices frieads,
is active in trying fo gain the support of influencial Amerizan perconalities, &
especially in the in‘ernatioral field, for suvczh an arrangermea® of condiliens in
Ceniral Europe. that some kind nf Slovak state shculd e estatliched instead
of Czechoslovakia, now unfortunately under Ceommuaist domination . Polk those
st the tendencies of Dr. F. Durcansky

and .against his person . :

: These warning were timely » bezause uninformed ( 2and even some well
informed ) persons of Slovak arisin leoning toward Slovek ceparatism and thus
alzo toward Dr. huré‘_ansk'/’ to svin extent that they are performing lobbying -
services for Dr. Durcansky on Capitol Rill and at{ other certers of American
public and political iife, askiog the Congressmen and prlitical persoralities

to receive Dr, Lusrdanusky and %o listen to him, in order that he may gain
from them vositive promisss of cooperation to be zble operate with them all
over the world, especially in Evrope, and if possible in Czecboalovakxia. where
he wishes to'gain adbercnts and where he has no support at ail ., .

I have known Durcansky very well personally for over 30 years S As a
student, a newspaperman , a political nriconer during the war, one of the or-

ganizers of the Slovak National Uprising 1944 ageinst the Nazis and agai‘\nst M

the pro-Nazl regime of the so-called Slovak Siate, as a Democratic Mcm')“cr of
k d of the Czechosloyak
Pariliament 1945 - 1948 in Prague, a political prisoner itnprisoned by tae Gom-
munists afetr February 1948 couo d etat {n Czechoslovakia, as a Czechoslovak
exile in Austria, in U.S. and also as an American citizen; 1 have carefully

) follqwed his political activity during all that time .

Replying to numerous questions of my American friends concerning thé”
advisability cf speaking to him, should they come into. contact with Durcansky,
I cannot reply rositively . My democratic conscience'und conviction, end a re-~
gard for the religious and industrious people in my natike land, who suffered

* sa. much spiritually, physically and materially during the "_i_a;t war- and continue
to suffer now under Comununist .yzanay, stop me from agreeing to this approach.:

Although I am a Slovak and a Rcman Catholic, as is Dr. Durcansky himself we-
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of the most pronounced type: I am » confessor of the broadest democratic
principles, as are embodied in the £American constitution and as were embodied
also in the original Czechoslovak constitution of 1920 which was passed on the

- model of the American constitution . I disagree with the opinions of Dr. Dur- ..
dancky ; and, I am sure that the great majority of the Slovak nation euffering™
under Communist domination today, as well as the great mejority of the Crechow
slovak exiles in the free world share my conviction in this basic belief : that

a compact state-political unity of Slovaks and Ceechs is the uniquely pouible
and hintorically authorized platform for a frce, independent ard succeéssful de-
velopment of these two brotherly and equal nations, who, according to the prin=-.
ciples of Dresident ™, "Yilson in- regard to self-determination, rcnewed in the
year 1918 the cohabxtation in the Czechoslovak Republic interrupted centuries
ego ; Dr, bBuransky is for just the contrary : for the Slovak state, which means
.for the destruction of Czechoslovakia as auch .

He already tried once to accomplish thu goal in the following ways-:

1) As a member of the radical and extx’-emxst wing of the party of Father
Andrej Hlinka ( who was for Czechoslovak uwhity until his death ) at the Congresl
of the Young Slovak Generation in Trencmnske Teplice 1922, he sided with Com-
rawiist leaders Dr. Viadimir Clementis, Dr. Ja-\, Donican, Dr. Daniel Olali etec.
agninst the democratic forces of the Slovak youth: he and Slovak autono‘r* dsts
leter continued in this alliance ; e

2) lie negotiated a complot in Czechoslovakia in 1938 with Marshall Goe-
ring for the disruption of the country and to its occupation by Nazism ; -

. 3) He was one of the leading persons in the Hlinka Guard, a semimilitary
formation, which was an avantgarde of Nazism and pro-Nazism in Slovakia

-4) He proclaimed, in March 1939, ideas. mtroducmg the following pro-Nazi
order in Slovakia from the Vienna Nazi broadcasting station ;

. 5) He was the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the so-called Slovak State,
proclaimed at the will and order of Hitler on March 14, 1939 ;
. 6) He was one of those who drafted and signed the Schutzvertrag with -
Hitler s Third Keich for the time 25 years ('a diplomatic, military, and protecti—
ve alliance treaty ) signed on fourth day of the so—alled Slovak independence in
Vienna on Mnrch 18 and in Berlin on March 23, 1939 ; ‘r
. 7) He was one of the prominent personalities who in Slovakia helped, to |
expel the Czechs to the  Protectorate Dohmen und Mahren and the Jews to con- |
centration camps and finally to gas-chambers ; \

8) He wag one of thosewho, together with his master Dr, Bela Tuka. sup~
ported the Slovak alliance with the USSR ; -

9) He took advantage of.the Anzatxon ( seizure ) of the Jewigh and foreign
properties, even when he was set aside from politics in the Nazi order because
he differed from those who remaincd as leaders of the regime only in that he -
wantcd be the only leader in the fascist alliance with Nazism ;

. 10) He became again active in politics toward the end of the war and, on
Sevtember 13, 1944, he declared war against all those who, on August 29, 1944
" éspousing the cause of the Allies took up arme in the Slovak National Uprla!ng
against the pro-‘lazi Slovak regime and against the German Army ;

11} He is the author of a memorandum of young members of the Fascist
totality who on September 20, 1944 asked the leaders of the pro-Mazl reglme to
solve the Jewish-and Czech problem in Sluvakia at ohce and to all concequences
( a liquidation according to the Nazi slang and treatrnent ) and to punieh tho main
culprits of the August uprising ( trials, death sentences, deportations to concen-
tration camps in Germany, confiscation of property, tec. followed ) ; .

12) He orgamzcd a congreas of the young Slovak gencruucn iz Piestany ou
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January 14, 1944 ; the principal aim of this congress wan‘\o further support
Germany (n the fight. because "this fight cannot end otherwise than with the
‘victory of our and of the European spirit" ( Hitler's New Europe )

13) He escaped- from just punishment for his deeds to Nazi Germany
(Auatrlan territory ) with the retreating German Army, here he continued
in his activitics which. were unfavorable to the American fighting Army ( Do-

_nausender, Linz, )

14) Because he was wanted for war crimes, he escaped to Argentim

- after some years, he returned to Germany . Hs
inta the United Stdtea. but recenuy he succede

nada .

CAs 1 already mentioned Dr, Ferdinand Duréansky and his supporters are

was not permitted entrancc
in coming here by. way of Ca«

now trying to gain at least prormsea for aims similar to those which ke hego

: followed in the past .

It is poanble that you will come into contact with his name.-lﬁdﬂ‘pm%

you to recelve -him.

that he or some of his Slovak separatists f{riends will try anything to‘"lnduce

e

For precedmg reasons, [ take the liberty to ask that, before hldng any

. ‘nction concerning Dr. Ferdinand Durlansky, and his Slovak separatist followor,
/"you read curefuly the enclosed summary and outline of the book History of *

Modern Slomnkia by Joeef Lettrich ( published 1955 by Frederick A. Praeger,

Inc.. New York) which I hope you will find interesting as reference material
for your decision, or.that you consult the Department of State or other proper

nuthoritxes .

Sincerely youfs.

o
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HISTOXY OF HODERN SLOVAKIA

Jozgf Lettrich

-
——

Hiqtor of ;‘ofern Slovalia comes 2t a time =hen such terms as the
Slovak State and SiovaX senaratists anpear »ith surprising frequency
in the United States Congressional Record anéd before Senate and Con~- .
gressional 1nveat1gatiﬁg coomittees where the testimony of Separatists
and thelr allies iR oiten quoted authoritatively as bespeaking the
mind of the Slovak nation. It is not qntimely, therefore, to review
the history of Slovakia from the stand)»dint of recent events and Pith
a mind to future deve;opments behiné the Iron Curtain.

"ho are the Slovais? “hat vas thelr past? “hat were their.rela—
tions with the Czechs and Czechoslovaxia? And wvho are the Slovak Sep-
eratists +lhiose voices one heers so often in american committees and
the dress? 4Are they true friends of American de.socracy? hut part
did they play in the Slovax State in ¥Yorld “ar II and what have they
in mind now as to their political and national future? Yhat vas the
of% mentionec Slovak sfat° 1ike? ~Ves:it reasonably independernt or was

,(
The nrurnose of tnis book is to answer these ques»ions by present*

ing documentary evidence and thereby to contribute to a better wider-

standing of the Slovaks, of Slovakia, and of the Czechoslovak Republle.

- Lastly, 1t is a humble exfort to: asaist American onlnion in appraialng

friend and foe to fmerican {emocrccy.

The author £inds considerable supmorting material in the testimo-
nies .nd secret documents which came *o light at the Nuremberg trilals
befor= the Lnternational iilitary Tribunal. The disclorures prove con-—
clusively the part’ th® FAfth Coluan played in Hitler’s plan of world
agfFression.®ir the case of CﬁechOSLOV& tia, tvhere is ample ‘evidence to
show how the'enemy *ithin, the Sudeten Gernans together with the Slo
val Separatists, participated im Hitler“’s coreniracy to destrpy“the .
“erublic. Comtrary to 'mat Fevllle Chamberlain said, "aiving respongi~
b1lity for” the coneequenoce of Hundch at the mement Fitler a armies

ere crosesing Czechoslovakia‘s truncated oorder, Czechoslovakia did®

not dlsintegrate, internally, but from wiShout., ; T&e part of the “if*h

" Column, the “udeten;Germans and the Slotvak separatiuts, in the contpir-
_acy 1is releted in Part II Chapter ITI. ¢ |

Hitler s consniracy, kno'n under tha cogi name of "Fall Green," -
w6, nlanned fer in ad*ance As Henlein, the Sudeten German iiazl stooge .

was to. admit later,” Hitler had decided in fevor of a struggle "unrer CC

cemouflage &nd by metkhods which appeared quite legal to the outside
+orld, " for that wis the only “way "we cculd ‘have fulfilled the politi-

;nal taak of feetroyiny Czechosiovakis, a bastion in the alliance -
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gainst the Germen Reich." (Part II Chantrr 1%, p.87) In his ork of
destructlon, Fenlein found very willing accomplices anong members of
the radlcal mem»ers of the Slovak People’s Party. The Sudeten CGer-
mans and the Slovax Separatists, guilty of treason long before ifu-.
nich, were very “useful' not 50 their o-mn State but to a forelign 7,
po-er. Such names as Tiso, Durdsnsk¥, iach, Uernglk, Sidor, later on
Tuxa appear frequently in secret Mazi documents, (Hany of the same
names have shown up egince then in exile in plots against Czechoslo-

vakia ‘s resurrection and aéainst democracy. )

¥unich wag Hitler‘s vraa,est triumph. Czechoslovakia suffered a
mortal olow and from *hen on 1t was but a question or time before
Hitler 'wuld comnlnuelj destroy the Renuol‘o. :

¥ith Czechoslovakia in the throes of & tragic nolitical and.psy-
chological depression, the Penulists struck to exnloi their bid for
total porer. rirst they created a new governmental crisis which wasg
follo~ed on October Sth, 1338, by the resignation of the President
of Cgecnos‘ovahia Dr. Tauardi Fened. .

¥it xln Slovakia there was a great internal ‘,ruggle between the
radicals and ke denocratic parties and between facilons of the radi-
cals themselves, the Autoromis$s and the Separatists. On come lssues
the two laetter groups *rere in sha“p ornosition to one another, such
aq on the cusstion »hetiner Siotvaitia ves to rezaln an auionomous part

the Crechoslovak Nepublic, as suggested by the Antcnomlets, o

whouher she should semarate and form an irdenendent state of hexr ownm,
In other matters, he'ever, both factlions '-ere in comnlete agreemenc,
They thoroughly agreed'thet the Siovwall Pecwle’s Party snould essvee
dictatsrial nowers ir Slovekia and that cermocratic rights, liberties,
and institutizns sheuld be adoliished. 3y astrangling all political op-

" vorition the usurners formed a ulovak Uovernmernt, in which they,

themselvees, occunled a majcrity of seats. They organized armed Party
troops »aLlnd Klinke Guards patterned after Fitler Siorm Troopers,
provoked &anti-Czech and anti-Jjewigh fesling, &nd introduced political
terror. In that atmosphere they then mroceeded to hold und°moc“at*c
and centrolled elections vith a single list of canaildates for tk
Sloval Niet. Slovakia vas at ths mercy of the Separatist radipals -
and the Czechoflovak Renubllc, denrived of much of its terri*nry by
the Dlctate of sunich, shaken to its foundations moiitically and e-
conomically, vag at the zercy of Hitler.

It -as orly a matter of time before Eitler would occupy and AT
titlon the »emaining parts of Czechoslovakia, Eitler‘’s exzissaries and
his Slovak and German agents in Slovalkia had prenared everyuhlng b=

-forehanu.

”he Slovek Seﬂaratists had made a number of secret consﬁirafo—
- rial jJourneys abroad of vhich the rublic knew nothing. ke shrou1 o
aecrecy vas 1lifted until after the war by the cuo‘ication of docu-

merts “nd memeira in tl.e free world. e
7 -
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On one of these trins to “terlin Murdansky read a "Declaration' to

" @g8ring in ~hich he 'cxpressed gretitude® to the Fithrer for the help he

had given the Slovaks, enavling them to achieve autonomy. The Declaras
tioa further stated that the "Slovaks want full independeénce and the ™
closest possible political, econoirical, and military tles with Germa-
ny"; that "an incependent 3lovalla 111 be proclaimed in the first Slo-
vak Diet%; that "the Jewish question w11l be settled in the same man-
neriag in Germany®; thet "German influence in the Slovak Gov-rament
apptarg desirable’; and that a "German will be appointed tu ‘he Cabl- .

.net-of xinisters." Gé8ring replied to the Slovak Separatisig delegate

that "Slovak eiforts to achiesve independence are to De aidei in a suit-
able menner® because "Czechia without Slovakla will then be entirely
at our (1.e. German) mercy." :

Sometime later, Tebruary 12, 1939, Eitler himsell recelved Vojtech
2uka, a 3lovak radical, vho addressed him as "Mein Flhrer," assuring

him that "the Siovak nation will giadly fight uncer the Fidhrer‘’s lead-

-ershlp for the protectlon of Zuropean civilization" and ended his
speech vith the sords: "I lay the destiny of ny peonle in your hands,
ny Fdhrer, my peowle asalt their coaplete liberation by you. "(Part II,
Chepter II, Separatism, p.10S)

" The alleged liberation of Slovaiia, as agreed upon between Slo-~
vak radicals anid the German &gents, vas a consnlracy to be carried
out by acte of terrorism ageinst anyone vho stood in the ray of tbhe
consniratore. "It *ns agreed in ¥ienna to send trained terrorists rrom

- Gera2ny ‘into Slovakia to create confusion. The plan *as carried out

and Slovakla "liberated herself," strictly according to the plan of
the ¥azis and the Slovak 3eparatists. In the final stage, Hitler in-
vited the ex-premier of the Slovak Government Jozef Tiso to a meetlng

-in Berlin cn iarch 13, 1939, and presented the question of Slovakia’s

gecession from the Czech lands of tiie Nepudlic in the form of an ul-~
timatun. The Slovak Diet complied with Eitler’s wltimatum and pro-
claimed the Slovek State the Tollowing day. On iiach 15, 1939 German.
troops crossed the Czechoslovak frontiers and began the occupaticn oF
Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, and “estern SlovaXia. On the same day Hun-
garian troops entered Subcarpathi~n Huthenia. Czechosloval:la, parti-

- tioned for the second time withl,. ~1lf a year, ceased to exist, The
Czechs and Slovaks ere split for the second time in their history.

The 3lovak nation received the report of Tiso’s viait to Hitler
and or the declasion of the Slovak Diet with a deep sens2 of grief,
anger, and shame. (Part III, Chapter I, The Protectorate). The Slo-
vaks felt cheated, betrayed, sold down the river. Tisc himself acknow- .
ledged (before the Nutional Tribunal in Bratislava on sarch 17, 1G47%:
"Without the pressure excercised by Fitler, the Slovak Tlet would nev-
er have voted in favor of the iné pendence of Slovaila,".

The leéders of the new regime received numerous protests from the
most respected Slovak patriots, public declaratione from Slovak orjun~
izations.and assoclations, but the course of the nation had already

been’.irrevocably decided by a group of *ilful men.
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While the Slovak Separatists were busy »roclaiming 3lovakia an in-
devendent and self-governing state, Kitler regarded it as territory
annexed by Ueruany. By signing the Treaty of Frotectlon, the three
signatories Tiso, Durdansky, and Tuka subjected Slovaiia to the posi-"

‘tion of a Gernan satellite. Slovaiia renvunced an independient foreign’

polioy. Horeover, it was the unconditlonal duty of the Slovak State to
org;anize the Slovak Army in clcse cooperation with that of Germany,
¢ven 1f Slovalkia as not threatened by external a,gression. Henceforth
Slovakxia‘s military fate vas linked closely to that of Hitler; Slovak
Arules fought on Eitler‘s side vhomever the Mazls were righting and
where-ever the Nazis ordered them to fight.

The Slovak State could exist only in the shadow of Eitlerite Cer-
many. As time went on, its authoritarian regime became s3ill more rig-
1d4. The Slovak Covernment established the first concentration camp in
Slovaitia’s entire history for "peonle vhose past and present actlvities
sive reason to fear that they “ould continue to obstruct the building
of the Slovak State.” Government by the "Fihrer' principle »as lntro-
duced under the "leader® Jozef Tiso, ~ho first became Prime iHinister,
then Chairman of the totalitarian Slovak Peonle’s Party, and later
Precldent of the Slova% State. : . : '

Siovak iational Spcialisn became the official ideology, & faith-
ful reoroduction of “akism. It professed the creed of " a common desti-
ny of Slovakia and the!German Reich." (Part III. Chapter II, Under the
Svastika) i a -

In fWlrilling thelrole of a German satellite, the regime stralred
to convince the peonle of Slovakia that Uermany’s interests were iden-
tical with the interests of Slovaia, thdt service to Germany vas also
service to Slevalia. {(Part II, Chepter III, Totalitarlanism).

"There 'was no political life at all in the democratic sense of the
werd. The Slovak People ‘s Party +ith a membership of 280,000 in 1943
vas the only political party permitted. Ho-rever, 1t was no longer a
Qomestic party, but a mere imitation of the Nazl NSDAP organizatiocn.
Little by-little, the legislative powers of the Slovax Diet vere pared
dovn until it was left +ith pra@tically‘no nower of control at all,
Political opposition *as denounced as anti-state activity and made pun-—
lshable as & serious oifense agalnst the state. C S

Cultu{al'pumlications and 'those of the churches were rigldly con-
,trollsd and were not pernitted to .print anything not in comrlete accord
vith the offiocial doctrines of the regime. Mot & word could be uttered
that 414 not square with the party line. ’ :

: "hen the Slovak State vas proclai—ed with the destruction of Cze-
choslovakia on liarch 1k, 1937, the Jews were lost. as early as Octoder

1938, in berlin, Ferdinand ruriansky , a member of the Slovak autoryns-

wous Government, had promised to Field i{arshal Hermann G8ring that 'whe
Jevleh guestion (in Slovakia) 11l be settled in the same vy as in
Gerpany." The regime embarked on & ruthless persecution of the Jews,
but firat theSeparatists had to destroy democratic institutions, after
vhich they were‘able to realize their Separatist and anti-Jewish objccs.
tivee. The Hlinka (marde launched a crusade against the Jews under the
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slogan: uith 31dor against the Jews.! anti-3emitism vas made a mat-
ter of ofl'lcial wolicy and Jewry wa3 cCeclared enemy No. 1 of the Slo-.
ves people. The Nurembery lovs were extended to &lovakia and the pro-
paganéa orrice assumed the lead in this anti-Jewish hysteria. (Fariy;T .
Chepter 4, Anti- Seritism) , -

The most terrible year for the Jews. was 1942, the year of mase ,
arrcests and deportations to concentration canps. This ras the socellcd
tiil:d perlod, or *rinal rolution® of the Jewi:h qurstion. The ﬁini e
of the Intpr*or Alerander .agsnh ¢zclared that tiha supreme law of Li:g
lard is this: fewort all Jery." The Klinka (huards eta;sad man-hvnts Fae
uhem, by Gay end by night, and hauled them away to concintratien zamsas.

In the year 342 a’on:, scme 6E,000 Jews vere denorted from Slovakja
to Gernany, vhere nearly all of tuem were exterminated.

- The D= ople as a vhole manifested sincere sympathy +ith the peree
.cuted Jews and helped in niding them. The Frotestant and the Cathc~ia_
Churci both tried to protest and refend the Jews, but the liquidatiovn

continued,

The -number of Jews had decreased to 12,000. During the six years

of existence of the Siovakx State, three-fourths of the Jews of Slova-

kla perished. Caly a neglizible fraction survived the atarvatlon and
other exte*m;nau*on m2thods o1 the concentration camp.

The respons*biliuv for the lives of tens of thousands of Slovak

cltizens of Jewlsh faith rests Jointly and severally upon the Reich,
termans, the Germans of Flova.la, end upen their kenchmen, the Slovak
Separatists. The crime comnitted against the Jews by the leaders ol the
Slovak State is all the more helnous because they committed it of theia
ovn initiative, of their o-m free will. The Jevish question was not
dealt *ith in such a mwauner in any other state unéer German control ex-
cept Germany itself.

AS 8 vageal state of the Jerman neich, the Slovaik State took part
in all of Hitler’s -artime &dventurea: against Pcland, the USSR, Great -
Britein, and the Unived States. In his attack on Poland, 3lovaXis wan
of outstanding value. Long before the attack the Gernan Army commard
had :ade the necegsary prenaration in Slovakia ( Part III, Chapter 3,
In Germaﬂy 8 Grip). o . B , P

,hrter the military invasion of Poland »as commleted, Tilso, on Octo-
ber 1, 1539, ornnlated the 301Lcy of the rtate at a coanventlon of the
Slo"ak Peorle’s j[Farty in Treniin: "We chose a German orlentation. ind.
va shall continue along this nath, because ve believe in this orieaja- )
tion.... T assured Pitler that he would never ba dlsaprolnted in the :
Slovek Stvte." ‘ . ) ,

The German orlen,at*on wan folloved also in resnect and relations . .

=ith the Zeviet Union. ATter the Nazi-Soviet “act rag ‘signed, the pact !

© wvaich cleared the\“ecks for the Second “forld *ar, the Slovak State re- X
- versed itself comnl=te1y. A Slovak Legafion rag set up in Moscow with
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Trdlio Tiso Iirst Slovak :inlster. Sicvak propaganda at home tried
frantically %o exhlain to the peonle that fazi-Fovliet friendshlp -ms
the bast saveguard to Zurepean stability. The new “oviet iiinister _,
FuskXin was Telcomed *armly in Tratislava by President Tiso. This
honeymoon lasted so long &= 1t servec. the Hazl purvose. As soon as
Fitler invaded the Toviet Union in June 1541, Slovak troops ‘erz also

on the march along *'ith the ferman army. ’

On.Septenber 27, 1240, Eitler signec. the Trinartite Fact with
~Italy and Janan by vkich these three nowers divided Turope and Asia
into spheres of interest. Germany obtained nledges from her satels
lites that they vould go along it her military orerations “hich

were being vorepared against the Tast and the “est. Tuka; with the"
agsigtance of lerndk, sigred an agreément in Jerlin wvheredby the Slo-
vak gtate acceded to the Tripartite Pact. The participation of the
Slovak State in the +ar against tile Sovist Union and the United
States was the logical conssquence. The Slovak Dist gave its arproval |
to the Frotocol of ..ccesslon to the Tripertite Pact on Febr. 6, 1941, -
Thus in Yorld “ar II Czechoslovaixia, with her Governmeni in exile,
~age an ally of the ‘estern Povers +hile the Slovak State vas a men-
ber of the Hitlerite coalition. :
The Slovak S$%ate made coomon cause with Germany in iis attitude
torard Creat ..ritain and the Unifed States..Doubts have been voiced
- ag to vhethe> the Slovak State had actually been in a state of war
with those -owers &t all. Facts dispel any doubts, however {_p.168).
After the Japanese attack on Pearl Earbor, the Slovak Ministry of .,
Foreign Affairs sent a note at the request of-Beriin to the Chancel-"
lery of Jozef Tiso, attached to rthich as the text of the announce-
ment of a declaratlon ot ~ar on the United States and Great Britain.:
The note mentioned that Tiso had epnroved the declaration of »ar by
telephone from the mountain resort of Javorina. On tlie same day the
Chancellery of thié President replied %o the }lnistry of Foreign Af-
fairs that it -sas returning the proclamation of the declaration of
var, signed by Tico. A renort of the state of ~ar bet:reen Slovaikia
~ané the United States, as vell as Great ““ritain, vms published on
Decemver 13, 1941, in the paper Glovenskd Politika. .

» From then on the Sloval: State behaved toward America and Britain -
as torard enemy ‘couniries, Zlovai: troops were dispatchegd to battle
=ith such bombastic nhrases as "our confession oT faith .. in the vic-
tory of the Gerhan srnies ... in the Fihrer of national soclalist
zurope" ete. In the autumn of 1%!'3, the S5lovak Government withdrew
1ts: so~called securlity divieion from the 3oviet Front, reeguipped it

. ag a-technical Aivision and moved 1%, .in October 1943, against the .-

fmerican and dritish araies in Italy, vhere it built bridges and for-
tifications. imcer the command of Jan Vesel its operations eventually
covered most of Italy, T - , .

Arart from dirzct participation_in the fighting during the |
Second “nrld “ar, Siovakia also proviced veluable economic and mate-
rial aid to Gerrany (p.171). In its efforts to help German »ar produc-
tion, the Slovak Goveranment ordered the general mobilizatign for
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labor of §ovak citlizens. A~ many as 10C,000 to 110,000 Slovak “ork-
ers :re siinped Yo Jermany to -ork in armancnt and other incustries.
Tre -ugen sarned by these workers -e e cradited the CGerman-Slovak
clmaring 2ceount. The Slovuk Zover: t paid allowances irom 1is ovm,

. tvnds to She denenseants of the sorkers. The resulting losses to Slo—.

vazia ran into blllions. In the rumssx» of 1923 the Slovak Zovernment -
pafe an ofTer to Eerlir to send 10,500 men of thir labor units orf the
Slovak army to ne1p Safend th:s ferman felish against air attacks. The
Slovak soliiers revolted, however, and refuzed t6 put on ferman wni-
forms ané te b2 shipnad So Lermany. ) :

"hroushout its entire eristence the Siovak State *as hengling onto
the coattalls oi Germany’s war policies. As lon as Fitlexr‘s star vag
gscending, as long as he Xert occupring one country arfter arnothner and

‘-inning the =ar,  the Slovak Qulislings followed hilm voluntarily and

eageily. “hen i'itl2r’s luck began to wane, his 3lovak allies continued
%0 Tollo~ him from sheer necessity. 4s tne situation deterlorated, the
12~t vestiges of Slovakia‘s paner-inderendence “ere wiped out and Slo-
vakie became more and more a mere Jerman province., 3y the end of Au ~
gust 1¢k: Tiso Telt no reluctance in calling in CGermen Torces to help -
hin maintain oider in 3lovakia against nis o*m army ané Slovak citi~
zenry who refused obedience to the 3lovakx Government,revolted against
it and staged the IZlovak :tional I'prising. the Slovak State vas fall-~
ing apart. .

The overvheluing majority of the Slovak peonle had never recon-—
ciled themselves to the jiunich settlement and tc the policles of the
Slovak Separatists. They refused to accept poliitical dictatorship and
the anti-Czech and anti-Jewish actions, remaining unalterably loyal
to the Czechoslovai idea of statenood, to their Slovak national, demo-
cratic Vestern idesals. “hen they could no longer stand up for these
princinles, they launched an underground stry, gle. From the day of the
Hunlch agreement, Sentember 29, 1238, a widesnread movement of under-
ground resistance began to develop in Slovakia, +hiich operated in com—
plete accord rith the Czechoslovax liberation rovement abroad, whose
leaders -'ere in London under the leadershin of Pr. Eduard Bened. A
number of trusted Slovaks wers 1n the Cabinst. (Purt IV, Chapter 1,
The Resistance .agalnst “erman Lomination). : .

Aesistance &t home *us goyerned by the following objectived: to
weaken the German var effort; Lo nrovoke @irficulties that =ould pre-
vent the consolifetiosn cf-the Slovak.fovernment; to keep.alive ithe
faith in the renewval of Gzechoslovai independence; and finally, to pre-
pare an armed uprliring ageinst the Garmans &nd Slovak Quislings. To
achieve these alms the underground resistance established a unified
command.in Slovaliia in Autunr .17!3. A clandestine Siovak Hational
Council wams formed in Ti=canber 1043 consisting of & renresentatives,

3 from demoeratic and 3 from Socielist- groups, the 'atter comprised of
Socialists and Comrunists. Tre Czechoslovaik Covernzmznt in Lonéon ap-
proved the plans of a unified lead~rship and nromised help. Contact
wag maintained with both the Mestern and Zastern allises.
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Suéfenly, *itheut informing the Slovak Mational Council or 1ts mil- : : \
itary lsaders, Joviet nirtisep. units became &ctlive in Slovakia, blow- - )
ing up rall-oad bridges and tracks. The loc:l population thought that
tl.is -8 the beaiinning of the arpmed uprising and began Jolning the par-
tirans in larfFe nwibsrs. frem then on no measures of the government —
could control the sitnation -~ the revolution kad s—ent over Slovakia.
Tiso ¢i.)lled in the German Army agcinst his orm meornle vho *'Bre en-
joined "to welcoue the German troops ~very-here as our allies,®

At. that time, the leaders of the Reglstance issued orders for an
arred insurrcelion The Slovak Hational Council »nroclaimed itself the
organ of the I.ideration rovement at Home =hick functioned in close co-
operation with the Czzchoslovak Liberation iicvement Avroad. It solemnly
rraffirmed the wisk "<o live with the Czech nati~n in the new Czechoslo-
valt Republic.® ( Fart IV,Chapter 1, Struggle for Liberty).

The 3lovak peonle roase. in arms agalnst the regime,overthrew 1it,
ané reneved Czechoslovsk moversignty on 3lovale territory, establishing
their cvn legislative and executive organs. the Slovak puppevgovernment
lost all control over insurgent Slovek territory &nd depended on the
Germans to put them back . again.

The uprising lasted two months. Despite the peowle’s e¢lation and
willingness to Jight, the odds were against them from the start. The
insurgents were poorly armed and no help as forthcoming from the out-
side vhile the Germans kept sending reinformcements: Hitlerd crack
tank, SS. aid “ehrmacht dJdivisions and air force units. The insurgents
called for help in vain. Deliberately the woviet High Command, failing
to fulfil its promises of supplying arms, inflicted further irreparable
injury by preventing the British and amerioan armlea from coming to the
agalstanie of the insurgents, The Soviet Government found it undesir-
able for. the 8iovaek neovle to free themselves from German domination by
thelr own valiant erforts. The Soviets =ranted to be the ones to liber-

ate Czechoslovaiila and by such liberation to impose & Communict regime
and Coviet demination upon the nenwubiie. o E

The flspsrsed insurgent forces wera forced to retreat to the for-
ests and mcuntaing but a partisan tyheé of Tighting went on for another:
six months, untll the end of anril 19/S5. Aithough the unrising proper

~ended in two months, the Hlovak liberation forces kent tens of thou-
sands of German troops tied do'm in Sloval:ia to the ver)-end of war,

The Germans and the Slovak {‘overnment ovwfered widesnread renrisals
apalnet rarticipants of the unrising and epainst all Jews. Thousands of
nersons were put to death in 3lovakie and in concentration camps in Ger—
many without a hearing and »ithout trial. ' ' o :

Amnng the viciim8 were hoth Military Commanders of the insurgent
forces, Gen=ralsJan CGolian and Rufolf Viest (sent by the London Govern-
meqt)..num%rous political and military leaders, and also 15 members of
the .im¢rican Killt&ry #lesion captured on 3iovek territory.

/
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Gernany’t triumph ves shortiived, hewever and with Hitler s de-
reat the 3lcvak- State was also defeated. “umerous representatives of
Slovak Sepsaratism &nd nolitical officisls o the Slovak State were
ables nevertheleus, to save themselves by fleeing with the Serman armis
to sustria and Germany. With the peesage of time a numvber ol them  —
found asylum in overseas havens ard in snite of %their defeat in the
w1 on the sife of Kiltler, they -wre able to start a viclous politi-
cal carnalm 2zainet the demcecratic artime leaders and against the
reestablishient of a Iree O:zechoslovaliia.

'mfortunately, uncéer an agreerient between the three Allied CGreat
Poera, Czechoslovekia »as libevated not by the “‘ertern forces but by

. .the Red army. Hosco made the mazimum use of the country’s libera-—. ..~

tion. It had already nlsced Comnurists in key economic and administra-
tive nositions in tne Czecnoslovak Government; thus Czechosliovakia
fell unfer the influence of the Communists working as a Fifth Column
for .ioscow. First, the Communists tried to use Jlovaxia as a spring-
board to seize power in all of Czechoslova:la. There ras bitter pol-
itical Tighting from 1945 to 1948 between the denocratic majority and
the Communist minority for control of the state’s Gemocratic institu-
tions. In the 1946 election, the anti- Comnurist partics obtained 70%

"~ of the votes and the Communists 30%. Since the Communists could noi

ackieve their aim in ®Jovakia, they nrepared a political coup in A\
Prague,, vhich they carried out in rebruary 1548. Czechoslovakia rms
taken behind the-Iron Curtain. (Part IV, Chapter 2, The Struggle for
Democracy) . , : o

. Tne Communist dictatorshin has nut into efféct a systematis Scv-
ietlzation of Cz=choslovak public life and in many ways Communist en-
slavement has proved to be even worse than the MNazil occupation, es-
neclally as to nolitical terror, the subjugation of churches, and the-
economic persecution of entire cloeses of soclety. (Part IV, Chapter 3,
"he “.esistance epainct Communist Domination). ’

: A great many wolitical leafers £nd tenes of thou<ands of ordinary
citlzens escapod from Cregposiovaxia to the “est, and in exlle began
organizing immediately & new Liberation :iovensnt Abroad, the purtose
of ¥hich is the Ffefeat of Commaunist ard Joviet rule and the restora-

.tlon of the Treedom ard independence of a cemocratic Czechoslovakia,

The Gouncil of Free Cz¢éhoslovalia, establighed in February 1949 in
“ashington;-B0«q-hos Vecome the focalpoint of all these efforts.
Both Czechks and Sloveks are representedpronortionally in the organi-
zation, promptad by a common geal - & fr%e unitary state. - '

The Cduncﬁl of iree Czechoslova :la and individual derocratic nol-
itical exlles have=received invaluable assistance for their political,
cultural and propaganda activities, in particular from Free Surope Com-
mittee, Inc., &n -wmerican organization created in 1S49. The nurpose of
this organization includee, apart from onerating Radio Free Zurove,
the rendering of moral and material supnort to exlle groups in the
United States, the gatnering, anaTisis, and dieseminution of *nforma-
tion a?out conditione prevailing 1p9009mdnist dominated countries.
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zechs, Slovakas, and Ruthenians regard the eristence of th% Cze-
chcelovak state as & lorty ideal, wortny of any sacrifice. The ilazl
occupation and the Comamunist Gomlnation of Czechojlova.ia were both
1mmosed Ggeinst the will of the large majority of the Czechoslovak
peorle. “hen the moment for actlon arrives, it =111 again be the-pegtﬂ
»le ~hil +ill play the decisive role in rene~ing the infependence of
Czechoslovakia. The more recent trends for Turopean unity do not nege-
tive the justification for CzechLoslovakia, but on the contrary, argue

in her favor. E

In earlisr chanters the author fiscueses triefly the kistory of
the Slovaks - {Part I, Canapter 1, The Pre-l'ungarian Period and Chanter 3
Un® r the Tagvars) oné -hat nreceded “orlé “ar I belore the creatlion
of Czechoslovaklia, the union of t-o brother-nations. Chapter 3, In Cze~
choslovalla, deals with the problems of the ne~ stite and the new part-
nership. Naturally, there were problems of adjustment betveen the
Czechs and Slovaksg ) ich presented themaelves in creating and meintain-
ing the unitary state. The two Gecades between the ™o ~orld vars
could not. re.iove what centurietc had piled up bhetween the Czechs and
Slovaks. iumerous political ni-takes were made by both Czechs &ng Slo-

. vaks vho objected to the censtralization of state povers'in one place.

Despite these and many other obstacies, the state prospered remarkailly;
in the two years the Slovaks achieved unigue cultural, national, »nclit-
ical, econoaiesl, and soclal progress. : :

In view of the rresent tlreless efforts of the eneaies of & uniﬁag,
ree Czechoslovakia, the &uthor finds it necessary to describe in some

- detall the differsnces between the Sloveks and t':z Czechs, and betwmzen

the. Slovaks themseslves, in particular hetween the 3lovak Autonomisve
and the Slovak Separatists who became the ideological adherents and
actual agents of “itler’s National Socialism. (Part II, Chapter 1,
Autononism and Chapter 2, Separatism, Products of Slovak Radicalismd)’

Tae vast majority of the Slovak peovle d4i¢ not &pprove of the pol- -
iticel extremism or the Sloval Zeparctists. They could carry out their
treasonable plane only by first establishing a poiitical dictatorsh’p,
which would enable them to rule Zithous the approval, nay, against the

vill of the 3lovak nation. Yet, in exile, they cleim to be speaking in
. the name of the 3lovak nation. They stress thelr anti-Soviet &nd anti-

Communist policies, and conveniently forget their totalitarian past.
This they have succeeded in gaining the supnort of some dAmericans of
Slovak origin, vho uncritically accept the Separatist views. Thus we
find the names of Nurdansk§, Paudo, Kirschbaum, Sidor (to the day of
his death) and other Slovak radicels in.the foreign language nress of
America. Woree still, e read their names in the Congressicndl Record .
signed to declarations. Some even testify in Congressional investiga-
ting coamittees. Actually they renewed ilrelr activities abropd already
before the end of 'orld “ar II on Eitlerite Uerman soil. Anti-Czech
and anti-dewocratic elenents are on-the march again, just as they vere
in the years 1938-19739, After .iunich these forces grabbed all the pow-

er in Slovakie and helped tc destroy the Czechoslovek lenublic. It 48 .
no mere.cqinciﬂence that onceé again the center of anti-Czechosloval..and Py
. H . ] . ) DR ) ‘
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Senaratist tendencies 1s in Germany. The leaders are CGerman expelleee
from Czechoslovakla. and slovak emigrees. Even the n'ues are the same.

: The Separatists and other enemies of Czechoslovakia can offer -
nothing thet could satisfactorily replace Czechoslovakia. CzechosloVa-
kla 1s & neceasity, not only to the Czechs, Slovaks, and Ruthenlans,
but also to Turope. Though a Turopean federation is attractive as a
seeming solution,it is, in fact, but political wishful thinking. The
icea of a Central Zuropean’ rnderation i1s sti1l in the stage of theore-
tioel planning and to renounce Crechoslovakia today as if a Federation
already erxisted 1s tantamount to political suicide. iioreover, the Sep-
aratigts are moving counter to European development hen they demand
the €estruction of the Czechoslovak entity. Turopean development’ is .
moving from the existing small, medium, and large stetes tovards the .
formation of regional entities and poseibly tovards a Zuropean Union.

As to the mutual relations between the Czechs, Slovaks, and Ruthe-
nians, these are and must remain comestic problems of the Czechoslovak
Denualic A1l erperiences to date indicate clsarly that neither a cen-
tralired state nor national separatism are the proper paths toard a
permanent solutlon. It is political.folly to agitate against the ex~
istence of the Crzechoslovak Renublic only because it has not solved
this internai nroblem.

The american leaders of both *rorld ~ars knew very well vhat they .
vere ¢oing +hen they put the entire eight of thelr mighty nation bwe-
hind the efforts of the Czechs, Slovaks, and Subcarpathian Rutheniaus.
to estaplish at the close of ''orld “far I and to renev in Vorld Yar II
the indevpendence of the czecnoslovak Renuolic

The future of the Slovaks is at the slde of the Czechs in Czecho—
slovakia. ‘‘hat is: the meaning and the message of Slovakia‘s past.
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