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PERIPHERAL: Press Attacké on Radio Free huEOpe;

; The Embassy's despatches Nos. 1508 and 1549 of March 21 and 26, |~
1952, respectively, reported on the beginning of Ferdinaud Durcansky's
efforts to attract to the support of the Slovak Iiberation Committee
(SOV) various elements of the Volksdeutsche and Sudeten Germans in
Austria. Despatch No, 1598 of April 1, 1952, expanded on this subject
and reported the apparent success with which Durcansky's efforts were
meeting. This despatch likewise gave some details of the support which
the Volksdeutsche news organ, Wegwarte, had given SOV in the latter's -
efforts to undermine the popularity of Radio Free Europe. The Embassy's
despatch No. 218 of August L, 1952, gave additional details of* this
program of the SOV and reported on the arrival in Austria of Durcansky,
vho apparently plans to remain.here to:promote the aims of his orsani-
zation. : . ‘

. Recently, attacks on Radio Free Europe have appeared in the local
press which obviously were of SOV inspiration. The Wegwarte of
November 1, 1952, carried a small item which claimed that the RFL sta-
tion in Munich was harmful to the Czech people and the Sudeten Germens,
and that the Federative Committee of Czechoslovaks and Sudsten Germzus
had decided to demand a change in the station's basic policy, "or .else
apply to the West German radio for the allocation of a broadcast houw
in order to establish as soon as possible their own shortwave station”.
The. article claimed that the Soviets were attempting to "tie tlie Csechs
to Moscow forever" by propagating fear of the Germans among phe. Czechs,
and .that RFE was indirectly playing into the hands ‘of the cgmmunists
."by ignoring and even opposing an understanding between exfled Czecho-
slovaks and Sudeten Germans", It was probably. less by agtident than by
design that this article appeared in the issue which contained a lesad -
story that the "Neo-Czechoslovakia wants to slaughter fthe Slovaks",

This story referred to a recent meeting of exiled Czethoslovaks in
Chicago where, allegedly, "members of the Council off Free Czechoslovakia
had propagated a mass murder of Slovaks who reject /& Neo~Czechoslovakia .
and had demanded that adequate measures be taken yo provide for the
possibllity of occupying Slovakia by means of a Q%ech military force",
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The above stories vere nreceded by vi '« . waitia St D, 0
which apbeared in the austrizn provincic. O A S S S 1 TTT
1952, The 3Suedost Tageposy i feopleis i.r.,. . . SMylad, :
claimed thatl RFE had been Lhe "taTreb ol (.eivé CiritIism fof Luw . -

past few months", and that a recent aduinlslidb:ive rutindblaaticn al
RFE had been nothing but & ruse to besuile e vui.s (ufe wzliaviag .
that steps had been taken to eliminate tiae z2ilcgtl sudves sive {orces
in RFE's employ. Tha article went on to ziui. @ gt bLldtd soiaviers
were employed by RFe and that such men of 1l rupule wiil continue

to use RFE for their "anti-German cawpaige o naerad”

. The second of these articles appeared in tae suicburiz, Vuiks-
blatt (Independent) of Ualzburg on Getobexr 2. . Tuly ane was bre~ .
Taced with the remark that although RFE's voice was directau a:aliist
the East, "the voices that speak into its microphones beioug Lo pao-
ple who, not only according to German opinior, arw unoualified to
speak for a 'free Europe'." It ended with the comment that "[t¢ 1is
hard to believe what use can be made of himericem nouey. That is, for
a free Furope, of coursel" Between the opening aud clesing remarks
the article was identical with the one printed in the Suedust Tegepost.

There is little doubt from the content and timing of these three
stories that they-are a part of the SOV's campaign to discredit the

 Czechoslovak department of Radio Free tfurope. To recapitulate, one

article aopeared in the Wegwarte which had gone over to Durcansky's
side some time ago, another echoing the estabiished liue of the SOV,
appeered in an independent newspaper in Salzburg {(Darcunaky‘s head-
quarters), while the third, although it was published in the British
Zone of Austria, was identical. to the second. ‘The wegwarte, however,
seems to have made the most revealing statement when it staied that
the Federative Committee of Czechoslovaks and Suueten lermans would
establish ics own radio stetion if RFE failed to couply with its
demands. It will be recalled thet despatch Wo. 1026 of Janumy 9,
1952, reported that SOV propaganda had inforned the olovuks (in
Slovakia? that the Durcansky station Voice of theg Siovuk senublic -
{believed formerly to have been in sadrid, but proltably not connected’
with the White Legion) would soon be heard again and that the frequen-
cies would be announced at a later date. It is thus possitle that,
in addition to the SOV'a promoting its campainn against itFE'® non-
Slovak employees and RFE's failure to support Slovak sepsratism, the
50V hopes to bulld up a case against Radio Free rurope which will
pave the way for obtaining permission from the Bonn government for
the esteblishment of a Slovak separatist propaganda station on West
German territory. The contention that RFE 18 preventing Cerman-
Czechoslovak harmony, &nd the'concomitant implication that a S0V-
sponsored station can create and maintain & state of happy relation-
ship between Germany and the people of Czechoslovakin, would appear

.

to be useful arguments for obtzining the nacessary authorizavisn.
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Articles which appeared in the Sueon~t'§9ﬁo~nf§ of

October 21, 1952, and the Selsbur;er JuTr i T el
October 22, 195 2. .

The privately financed U.S. network twedic ro+ . orope hss been

the target of - flerce criticism for the pasr few ume. Hn. Jts anti-
- Europe Chauvinism was only recently attacked %: :. 3n:in emigraats
and the Sudeten German~Czech Federatlve dommittes wewsee by ,

Dr. Lodgman and General Prchala.

Slovak Nationalists representing the ..oiarit- of exiled Slo-
vaks who request the restoration of an *ndcycu\ .. :lovas state are
barred from Radio Free Europe, Just as the {rchair .roun, which ad-
vocates the return of the Sudeten Germans to Czew: vwearkia, Tthe
sharp eriticism provoked by the network's stronge propa:.ada caused
the recent dismissals of 25 employees while notoripus chief editor

-Paval Tigrid resigned. 4 [
L

It has now been learned that this purge was riotning but a
dodge. The so-called Council of Free Czechoslovakia, consisting of
Benes followers, informed its friends from Radio Fres Lurope by con~
fidential letter that the dismissals in the Csech Department were
only a tactical maneuver. Only those persons are to be dismissed

" who sre not in favor of the Council or belong to itight-wing Czech

parties., While the vacancies are to be filled with loyal Benss
followers, Tigrid will be displaced by a Mr. Kehat who will serve as
straw boss while Tigrid continues hia work for Rudlo Free Burope.

The fect that seven employees of the Czegn Ue;arcvcnt have
been arrested on chargee of espionzge and seversi others are in Jail
because of hard currency rackets explains what sind of shady person-
alities have been and will use Radin Free Lurope for their anti-
German campaign of hatred., The her of the program *Srestings To -
Ky Home Country™ turned out to be 2 Communist nyral. &tter working
half a year, and escaped with .a file of names of cx..ed CaQChs'
relativea still 1iving in Czechoslovakia.
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AV=372 ' - Czechoslovak November 26, 1952

HAPSBURG INFLUENCES SUSPECTED HEUIND FONN COMFERENCE OF KATIONALLTY
GROUPS FROM CZECHOSLOVARTA '

" The Czechoslovak New Torksky nemuk of Hovember 25th reports a few
a.ddltional details about the conference of emigre nat:.onahty groups
i‘rom Czechoslovakia, held in Bonn on October 10th; and expresses the

view that the gathering and the formation of a "Council of the Peoples

of Czechoslovalda" on 1ts occasion might be connected with the new cam-
paign for a Central European Federatioa under Otto of Hapsburg.

The daily descnbe-s thg new Council as a center for these elements,
vhich in 1939 participated in the disruption of Czechoslovakia. It
defi.n:es‘ their present program as aiming toward "¢ismemberment of Czecho-
-slovakia and obstructing the efforts of the exiles for the recons'l:._}:'uc-
tion of a democratic Czechoslovak Republict. It lists the members“ of
the new Counc'nfl as follows: For the Czechs:, Gen. L. Prchala, Dr. K.

Lecher; for the Slovaks: Matus Cernak and Dr, Ctibok Fokerny: for the

Sudeten C-emhans Dr. R. Lodgman von Auen; Reitzner and Svhuetz the

last two fp"'ner members 01' the Prague Par]iament- for “the Germans of

Slova'klm {A. Birlmer, for the Hungarians: Dr. 0. Kazmuer, B. Szilasai
“and Ch, Hoklys for the Ruthenians: I. Nebola. ‘

As analysis of tqe list shows that both Slovak sepa.ratist centers
are rqpresenvufi -n the Council: Dr.l Ctibor Pokoxny is the wice presi-
dent éf ansl_cz's; S'Lovak Liberation Comaittes, while Matus Carnak',

former member Of Tisols govemmant is lcader of the uro—Sidor Slovaks

ii{‘mmch - 'I‘his Gild cou'mn Prcviouu reports that rcpnsmtaf«l"e“ '
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of both rival centurs pa.rticipatod an the Bonn meeting, an occurance

viithout precedant to date, I. Nebola is identified in the cdaily's rc--
port as a member of th° U'cramian Nationalist Guard "Sitch" dunng the

short—lived Carpatho—mcraj.nlan Republic of 1939.

Conccrru.ng the political backg:'ound of the confercnce, New Yorksky

' Dennik obsorvas:

"Tt is probable that t4is group receives its political advice as -
well as financial and other support from the people close to Otto of
Hapsburg, . the champion of a new Contral European Fedsration schemz. It
would seem that during the rocent visit eof Archduke Otto in 3onn the
self-styled organiaers ol the new 'Council of the Peoplas! paid a visit
to him and assurod him of tho loyalty of their ¢ pooples‘ to the dynasty
of the Hapsburgs."

" Archduke Otto's Action Discussed

On November lhtfx, _'V_e_tl Yorxsky _Dg_rgw;k_ published an article by its
political commentator, F. C. Majovsiy; discussing a lec.;bnm delivired
recantly in Bonn by Archduke Otto at the invitation of German fodoral-
ists on tl'a iqsué of the role of Central Europo in foderalist pla.ns.

The vriter po:mt.s to the "literal repet:.tlou of Hitler's uermmology"

in the wording given by the locturer to ‘Ls sub;;ec A'N";-,‘umpean Aspect
of the Danube Living Space (Lebeasraum)." He alao chls attontion to
the presence among the audience of active membors of the %L.ast CGorman:
gorummcnt membars - of the Hohenzollern family and mpmsontafa.ves ?k- L
of Gorman’ o:oles from Czochcslcvalria, Hungary, etc. ‘
Cmcermng the views cxpressed by the lecturer, the vriter quotcs
the coment or Dig Zaeit, which called his plea for tho inclusion in
the E\xropga.n ‘federation plans of the Cen..ral Euz:o;._gan zone up to the
Carpathian mountains a repetition of no‘w .:{‘a:niliar suggcsticns, but

i‘ound interStin{: his idcas as to hon’ argam.ze that zone. For th:.a

pux; pos. )




. ments among the exilas from behind the Iron Curtain but also tho' o . .
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which have bound the peoples of the Hapsburg Honarchy for a poriod of

a thousand years. 'le absoivad the Uest of resbonsibility for the ill-

considered dostruction of the Nonarchy and put the blame upon Edward »
: " Benes and his political friends from Bucharcst and Belgrade. He did

not lﬁentioxi. 'l‘ G. Masaryk in this connecticn, the writer obse.rvus,.‘_

apparently fearing to 'w'eakan his poaitibn by ass::iiing a leader po’?ular

in the democra.tic world. Tho ariter poinf% to sympathetic repolrts on

the lecture in German and ustrian papers and ho predicts that the Haps-

{ bu.rg movenment soon \"111 gain strong official and popular .,upnoru in

Cormamr. )

F. ¢. Y jovsky, in his om remaris ,. dismisses Archduke Qtto's con-
.ce.ption as a worn-out idoa of "ultra-rightist world rcacticn.? Hover—
theluss, he soces a potential darpir in’ the adojtion by the “Archdtko
of the naticnality principle as a basis fer hig fCox‘mtr:.l tyropean plans. ) .

‘In_his-cpinion, this factor ma) attract not only formor fascist cle-

"so—called domocrata.c poJ.ltJ.cal Yoadars \7ho had nothing to do with
Naz..sm dunnr thc var and were oven sone,tm.,s persccutod by the Nazis,

“but, nonotheless, bacame infuctod durmg tho ditler era by the idea of

the so-c'tllad -mt:z.onality' inde,mndence » besed upon Geroan Nazi phllos-

e
ophy Oy ‘mscnbing thr-se leaders, not Otto of Ha.psburg, as the real

thmat against dcznocracy in ¢ ral,Europa s he con timuos: . C ) .

D R N LN

B "Thare are many of them, hiding todey in varicus exiled rupresen— ot
: tations and urofficial political ‘crranizations zcting for thd countries

behind the Iron Curtain. They bogin as groat democrats and act as

chanpions of the rights of their nationalitiss to independencc. It

“werld be a thing of great interest and of immense importence for future

democratic dovelopment if proper Awmerican governmant circles -vould *

oxaming from this viewpoint the ideas, conceptions and programs of all

olgan'l "atj.ons aud groups commg from bahind the Iron Curt.az.n " )
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German Attacks Ajginst RFE Draw Coumsnt ST

The Chi\.ago daily Svornost of Novewber llfh repri nts from the Cleve— .
land I\ a Svet a review of attacks in 7est. German papers, Rheinischer

Merkur and Christ und Welt, agajnst the Czechoslovak division of RFE for

beaming alleged.‘l,y‘ pro-Communist and anti-ferman propagenda to Czechos—
lovakia and for'employiné persons with Communist connections in the past,
An article by Richard Sperber, upon which the review was based, appeared
*in the Cleveland Plain Dealer.
In its owvn comment, Novy Svet takes a stand in defense of Paul .
Tigrid of the RFE Czechoslovak division, the main target of the German '
press attacks, declaring that it knows him as a "good Catholic™ and
an author of numersus st:;or:gly anti-Commnist articles in exiled pub-
lications. It obsnrves. C ' _ P
uIf it is true that certain employees of the radio station con-~ ' :
ducted their anti-Communist propaganda in countries behind the Iron : i
Curtain in a mauner which actually aided“the Communists, it would be - S
proper to state pracisely who is meant in such charges and what he did. . :
It would also be proper to reveal by whom these boys were recommendsd ‘ *I
to RFE and by vwhom they were placed there, and to drar the necessary - ;
consequences of it.w * _ f
Referring to these remarks in the Cl;icago separatist Slovak v : G
Amerike, Michal Zibrin points tf:: thg Free Czachoslovakia Council as
) the.culprit to be blame_d for introducing "Communist ‘collaborators"
into the Czechosloval: d.iviéion of RFE. !-ia voicés 'z .cnishment over

the fact that an article with such a questlon has been renrinted in

oSl St

the same Svornost whosa formey editorial co-worker, Dr, Michal Mudry- . "

Seb:_k used to be one of the leading RFE o.f‘ficers, respcns:_ble for the .4 '

t

Czechoslovak division, o s ) ' . L o
Zibrin moalls his previous warnings against pro—CO'nmunist influ~ :
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g

i




~5-
AvV-372 : Novamber 26, 1952
pro-Commnists in it: Prof. Macek, whom he dascribes as- the author of
the economic sectinn of the 1948 Cons.titution of of Czechoslovakia, . =,
and General Dastich who, "together with another‘general, ms rocomcuded
by the Council as an adviser for tha. Amsrican occupation administration
in Germany, " l:lé asserts that one hundred Czechoslovak university stud-
ents protaested égainst the admission to a pp campbin Tudwigsburg of
Prof, Macek who in 1948 eJchllﬁd then from their schoois, and staged

demonstrations égainst hin,
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