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" The results of a brief survey made last year on the activities ;;_]
Czechoslovak refugees in Austria differ somewhat from ome-carried out :
this year. _In the .more recent "study a notz:lceqble decline-in political i

-activities iz evident. 'More than likely,. this is due to emigration
. of ‘some of the moré active leaders\and to the: marked deterioration in |
the living conditions of the refugée in. Austria during the past year
which, in. turn has forced the existing organizatlons to occupy them-
.Selves almost enf.irely with welfare problemso )
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At resent the only ‘two active ups. are the Czechoslovak and the’
. Slovak committees. & &3 gegral tut rather independent {

: 4 oning as an in
3 . section of the 'latter; the Slovak Liberation CommitZee (SOV). .
f ’ .
N the two the SOV seems to the mqre &ctive politically. : ’*""’—~
i s - . CZECHOSLOVAK confTiTEE Y. - el
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The (Lzechoslova.}L Counnitt:ee)l;which includes some Slovaks'
s.somé six hundpred scti An:Aus :

i ttes are held every Thursday An. Salzburg. o
) iy stends for' 8 fiee:Czechoglovalda-modelad after q:

Masaryk, <Die to-.the. shortage o.t‘ i‘unda ‘no . publ cationa are possible
The, representatives with whom e spoke_ informed us“that. tb.e Coxmnitt .
wadh . 'purpose. is to furnish. food apd*clothing to thé most neédy. membgrﬁ i
7 "At7the present- time the only.financial did is coming. from the Amdrican
‘Pund’for. Czech refugees, - Irica,: which-has promised to. furnish: #299?@1'
mopth: for the opergtion of & ‘kitehén,” -The: Committee expect:s ‘To. £ :
about s:(xty of t.he mosf. negdy remgees with theqnoney,, i

Difi‘ieultles are. enc ',gmtered froin time to tfme m tmngi g’ wek
ahipments* intoi Austriai “¥er: ir 5 (SURER,
the« dent Of “'h ~Caplral., 90y complain - ghipm
E‘ngiand’ had been refuse& dmi,ttancg to"~ \

was;pald. The Comnittée had refuseéd to’pay and; at: the time ¢
interview, the. bé’xe,s Wer, -.._'at.tll aﬁ the ra3r‘1way stazion accuml.l

)

l storage. charges, S e
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A The Joﬁ,uu . -ther datalled narrative is thought to constitute

i % lan eloguerr. por*m yal of the instability with which the group has

t :» Dbeen dflicued during the past year, .

P The orssnization has recently been in a state of flux because of
. suspicions which a largr number of the members hold toward certain of
e the leaders. A resume of the quarrels follows. :

¥ Administratively the Committee is divided 1nto the following six
.districts" » .
Krad Viden (District Vlenna) with headquarterf‘ in Vienna,

& " Kraj Oberosterreich (Dlstrict Upper Austria) with headquarters

e in Linz.

& .
f Kraj Salzbure' (District balzburg) with headquarters in Salzburg.
i

&, " Kraj Angnc‘ka Zona (District British Zone) with headquart;ers

B, © in Graz.

ko T '

2.7 o Erad Innsbruck (District Innsbmck) w:.th headquarters :Ln

TN . : Innsbruclc. S .

o Kraj Voralberg (iz stmct Voralberg) with headquarter.s in
T : Voralberg. .

Each district mai.ntains an office for the purpose of; register:ing
R CSR refug}ees entering its territory. The district is co£trolled
.+ ‘a committee whose members are elected on the basis of are*iember- .for
.. every, twenty-five' refugees registered in the.district, Each district
** 48 further. authorized to send delegates to the Central Committee on
"_the basi ~of one deles,ate for every ﬁi‘ty CSR remgees registered

Lo ?'f’: An election+ of officers to the Central Committee was ‘held in )

- February ;1951 in Innshruck, at which time ‘the following people were

*chosens. \Nr. ‘Stefan FABRY ‘Cm aclav ‘CYMBAL, ep

antisek VEJROSTA ) secretary; \01dric "PELTAN, treas s and’ Aather
). ._secret. This group ‘was. to remain in -off ﬁce

achedu: ed ‘election on November h, 1951. CF P

n : At the time of this election a large umber of. rei‘ugees wantad to
transfer'the Céntral Committee from Innsbriick to Salzburg, because

ons .sponsored’ by: thefwest, . The,! largest number of CSR refugees in

tria was located ! Salzburg ‘and new. arrivals eventually ended
' 11 been changed- ‘they are’ sent to Wela because‘

n. Salzburg.) e .

ket

the latter city housed the IRO. Headquarters and charitable organiza- .

.
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L ‘Distr..t eiestions were also held in Feb ary 1951 in Salzburg. l
hose 23 sad te the Digtrict Committee were‘:‘qather osef PITRUNJ .
z udolf BRIN ;)

{i»airman- Josef MIKSIK fsgcretu?; (x;f tisek ZACHAR; IN
é oL H\éI%l{.-. ( ‘{esettlément «~dvisor ,Izlaroslava POUi; denek KdadCt;@

In June 1951 a group of refugees, following a plan instigated by .
Josef ir!IKSIKF then Salzburg District Committee Secretary, succeeded

in remoVIng rather Josef PITRUN, -The remainiif:co.mittee mewbers there-

upon_i-esigned and wgre reolaced by{Zdenek JiKULICEK i . Jpsef
MIRSIE, secretary; (loref ANTALOVS é an CLCH, aroém;)(gosef
POUL; ifrantisek SEMRADf) and (rantisék~BALAZ - _ h _

. - Although k’éclav CYMbAL) Wﬂm@
and chairman In the absencw of Dr., FABRY, approved the new committee

in Salzbury_  the majority of the CSR refugees in Salzburg refused to
recognize it and demanded that an eledtion be held not later than
September 2, . . ot S e

_ At this'time CY:BAL and 1IKSIK, realizing that uwatters were getting
out of hand, scheduled an election for the period October 5 to 7 and

. submitted their list of. candidates. MIKSIK was again listed as sec:
retary. Uhen the contemnlated election and the list of candidates *

PREFIL) QITTRICH
d to form an oppdsitio
zburg District Committee. .

< K

and (HASON denounced CY#BAL and MIKSIK and *
cormittee and remove i:IKSIK from _t:\he i
: e = k

the leaders of the contemplated opposition committee stating that he -
‘had been.misinformed by MIKSIK and that he (CYMBAL) was willing to '
negotiate an agreement. On October 7, Frantisek PHEMIL and, Frantisek
SIMACEK, delegated to represent the opposition; met with CYMBAL. 4s
a result of this meeting CYMBAL agreed to call off the election sche=-
duled by MIKSIK, immediately release NIKSIK, and to transfer the. Cen-

tral Commiitee to Salzburg. CYMBAL further agréed to.a’general elec- , :

tion, which was to be held on October 13. :

: On this date 2 general meeting took place to select fifteen dele-
gates, who in turn wete to elect the new Salzburg District Committee.
- On_October 15 the delegates convened and elected the following refugees:
VAVROUCH, Chaiyman; §REUI‘JDEHFELD, - : (SUREK,) gecond deputy

chairmans UNTL) trea ; DITTRICH] secretsry: (HAS l:dcia seeretarys ©.- . .
. PrREMIL, ;je ze€ consultive ’bbard; CHER; TR OVA;' ODER) In '
X epre

addition, the ¢ elegates were appeinted- to t Sdlzburg
at the coming election for the Central Committee: VAVRQUCH, DITTRICH,
ANTL, 'SUREK, and Frantisek PREMIL, = . S

On l‘fuoﬁember L a meeting of the délegates ffom the six districtS' .
past’ :

P

B jook place, - The agenda included a report by Vaclav CYMBAL on the

ctivities of the Central Commitfee, a discussion and vote as to

—

CONFIDENTIAL SEOURTTY TNRORMATION

s

ced, \a,froup Oj two hundred CSR refugees headed by WAVROUCH,) -
) .-

~ On’ October 6, 1951, Vaclav CYMBAL arrived in Salsburg and approacheds -

A
X
\
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. [;lhether Lon ﬁeacquarters of the Central Committee should remain in ’
ITrnsbr:.i. or be transferred to Salsburg, and a vote for members of

the Central Cormittee., After CYMBAL finished his report, he requested
a vote of confidence but was turned down ty a large majority, vhere-
upon he quit the meeting and left for Innsbruck. ‘The transfer of

g
/ - Central Committee Headquarters to Salzburg was agreed upon by a majo-
rity vote., Those members elected to office weres VAYROUCH, chairman; ..
' er; DITTRICH, secretary; H

jirman gn

for Czech arrived- . (3
and agreed that the elections had been held in a legal manner. He
promised financial Support for the new Central Committee according to

. deputy
’ . On November 161 ieneral Frantisek DASTICH) Frankfurt representa-
‘———dﬁ"g‘ﬂ'zﬁﬁ

" the provisions set forth by the Council for a Free Czechoslovakia.

DASTICH advanced the secretary five hundred Schillings to cover eXx- -
penses and then departed for Innsbruck, where he was to liquidate the
former Central Committee and instruct”CYMBAL to transfer the records

to Salzburg.

Members of the Salzburg group a short time later accused DASTICH
of having spent two days drinking with CYMBAL in Innsbruck, of having
- stated that CYMBAL had been correct in his actions and that the Cen-
tral Committee in Salzburg had acted in an illegal manner, It was: not
long before.a decrease in the number .of food parcels and funds frem -

- the_ Coincil for a Free Czechoslovakia was noticed. : Consequentﬂetﬁie

members jumped to the conclusion that CYMBAL was confiscating
gifts ha{nd distributing them to his supporters.

' It is now'aﬂeggﬁ by many refuéees tﬁai’; 'tt;e Council for a Free
Czechoslovakia in WAshington was receiving considerable opposition.

"to its policies infAustria, .and in an ‘effort to lessen or eliminate

this opposition, aftempted to place individuals in key positions en
_the Central Committee and the six District Committees in Austria who
vwould support and enforce its policies. General Frantisek DASTICH,

. Vaclav CYMBAL and Josef MIKSIK were supposédly such peoplec

‘ ‘Refugees further uallege ghat'vcnﬁnl.'and his acéomplices’ embeszled -
tenthousand Schillings ‘during a six-month period, The embezslements

".imputed to CYMBAL were made public in a pamphlet published anti-
; seﬁ VEGROSTA,) then 's%’&m%&gg in Iﬂ_gbgbruck. '
CYIMBAL and MIKSIK were.sald to have embezzled eight hundred dollars

in U.8. currency which had been donated by organisitions in Wishington,
D.C. for the construction of barracks for new ret"ugé'es from Cgecho=- ¥
slovakia. In addition to the above, the refugees accuse '
MIKSIK, and other members of their group of having embezzléd.an es«
timated ten thousand Bchillings monthly, ‘A few intimate, but without,
proof, that, General DASTICE was also involved and that the amounts ;
Tmbezzled greatly exceed these estimates., : ’ g

L
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' " On Deuember Y. 1951, another meeting of the Salzburg District
[Committer was h 1d and the follo mewbers Were elected to h

socci

BIML ) Prasident; 5§§0V5KY

vsecratary, am{

-+ On December}) delegates from the six districts conve d .chos
office e Cengral Committee: (SUREK) president; ngEB g?UZA
(%XETD“‘FY and ACI{ARJ General DASTICH, wh was present

eting, eceiv ol reception from *the assembled delegates and
was quesnioned at length concernmg his connections with CITIBAL..

(CYMBAL, PELTAN and (NEUBAUER had in the mean'c:une been arrested
by the Austrian olice an~vere prisoned in Innsbruck as a result
of chapges of ezzlement placed by the follow:lng' (Dr. VAVROUCH

SUREK TICHACE?T and SV

" General DASTICH.is alleged to have visn.ed Innsbruck in order ‘to
attempt to effect CYMBAL'& release.v ' :

We fe€l that a great. deal of this dissensmn stems mamly from"
the extremely poor living conditions facing the refugees, The no-
ticeable 1ower£ng of morale between our two surveys and the present -
political apathy is undoubtedly counect;ed with the food problem.

—— ’ THE SLOVAK COMMITTEE

The Slovak Committee, although divided m.thm by a diﬁ‘erence "of
views, has not been faced with the administrative problems which be-
set the Czechoslovak Committee. {Father Karel SU‘iICHRAST) the %gggg_r_
of sald there are about* six hundred members in ‘Austria at
the present time. Of this number, zbout one hundred and.eighty are
in Salgburg. He pointed out that the Committee attempts to keep the
activities of the group apolitical, but the majority of the members
were inclined to side with the views of SIDOR. (Sidor stands for an
indegendent Slovakia controlled by the Catholic Church. DurcaHSkY
is also-for an independent State with close cooperation with the -

opinion is that the latter prefers to operate under-

- Vatican bu:/wi.,h no political powers in the hands of the church. '

SUMICHRAST 's

means of deceit.) The priest was rather reluctant to
discuss the Durcansky outfit at all, apparently because he was w
aware of the latter's alleged fascist tendencies. %

Sumichrast stressed the ever-increasing demoralizing condit:l.ona

under which. the new refugees are forced to live and the ever-dwindling'

resources available to the Committee, Funds are received from the

National Catholic Welfare Committee and the Association of Slovak Ca-
- tholics in America. When a particularly needy case turns up, it is
'referred to one of these groups with an urgent appeal for additional
. There asé ‘monthly deliveries of clothes and food, TB patienta
are given rati vzms at regular intervals, l?lmds so received amount to
usand . schillings per month, . y -
o / / .

about six tho
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Sumlchrast said that the new Slovak refugees express themselves |

strongly lor an independent Slovak state, because, according to him,
the more sincere communists today in the CSR are Czechs. Prior to
1950 he said the refugees had been lndiffermt when asked about an
independent Slovakia. -

The Cormittee's representative in Linz 1s éather I‘ABERA_)

FTHE SLOVAK LIBERATION COMMITTEE (SOV)

Y

_' The .re resentative of the SOV, rormerly
man 0 e e d.ant He ar
ustria 91»5 and since at time has Tived in Aurolsnmenster

-near Ried. According ‘% him, out of the six hundred Slovak refugees

in Austria at the present time four hundred and eighty are members of
the Slovak Liberation Committee (SOV), headed by Dr. Ferdinand DURCAN-,

- LKY with headquarters in Argentina, The organization claims siX

thousand members " the various western cquntries, two thousand of - -
which are in Germany. . The greatest portion of t.hose in ‘Austria are
locat;ed eit;her in Salzburg or Ling; -

uraz H OLV
———

ow:l.ng mamb in charge Qf the rious areas;
Linz- 0 WALKO K aftein QONGUAR Innsbruck- TEI{_)
AK

Maly's interpretation of the political plati‘orm of the SOV is as
follows: "An independent Slovakia within the framework of a European -
federation., The establishment of a good neighbor policy with the CSR,
Hungary, Iugoslavia and othex- European countries. A democratic con-
stitution ranteeing full rights to minority groups. Political and

‘religious freedonm, e re~-establishment of an agrarian economic systeam-

in which only those industries are supported which can compete in the.
international market. e are opposed to, the present -concentraticn on
industrialization to the neglect of agricultural activities.” :

E A copy.of the’ ubliea ( bzor)is attacheﬁb It s

o o et

. mph Tet (i orma1':io s Dienst Des ‘Slowakischen Befrelungskomittes,
Tt is mainl}. circulated among the VOLKSDEUTSCHE‘groups from Slovakid .

mimeographed 'in Innsbruck and includes news ltems obtained from a Sle- .

vak resistance group with which the SOV allegedly maintains liaisod,

Its circulation runs between six hundred and:one thousand coples per

month;, The chief newspaper of tlhe SOV is thel Slovenska Regublikas

pull shed in Buengg # res by a _formel resid t of a cu a nreanie-
on_in Slovakia, : (U o NEZAK,) In Munich. fhe fFroup also issues

and "..mgary, whom the SOV, 1s atbempting to abtract ":].nto its camp.

SOV activities are extremely limited :Ln Austria-; fand according to
MALY are supported.by a monthly fee of fiye schillings which is: charged
very member. For this the member receives Obzor .without charge. .
fhis manner. the group colleets about thirteen E dred sch:.llingo or I

v e
o
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According to MAL . the SQV maintains close liuson with the éBN” v
(Ant:1a803 “hevist Hlack “of Nations) in Munich

" Here 1n Austria the local wuroups meet monthly in the various
cities mentioned above. The district leaders convene eveI'Y three

month.h .
ALY was questicned on t.ne (\l‘ute Leglon) an 8=

t.}m—m QB(‘T(lt“d a_small ra(u.o station which formerly broadcast
clandestinely to Slovakla ilrom ed area of Austria (Amerdcan Zone).
The programs present- 7 .the views of Durcarisky and attempted to arouse

in the listeners the jesire for an independent Slovakia, Some support-

for the station »ro!.tly -ame from certain roverament agencies and
ned b (Josef VIC% ,'

perhaps from the.Vatican, The tion was
ég}'aml: STOVWASSER)) géjtech KARA Szh%rol MURGAS, lan MACKOY. MALY
d he knew wery tle about station, a £a ha. othing to 'dd with
since he thought it was no longer ftmctionnxgp The station ceased
acﬁivities about a year azo as the result of a USFA investigation.
- At about the same time refut’ees brought word that severdl White Le-
‘glon members had been arrcsted in. Slovakia end that the organizationts
actlivities tliere had been effectively stopped., "MALY did admit that .

a small radio station now operates. for Durcansky under the name of
"The Voice of the Slovak Republic", but he ‘declined to reveal anY

additional iInformation without the prior approval of Durcansiy.
added that pertinent informstion on .itu activities 1s known to the
American al.thorr:.ties in Frankf‘urt.

Since it had been reported that- Durcansky had made attempts to

get more suprort from the Vatican, we asked Mal Irlho was in charre ..
of the organifatior LniReme~ He siid that the 350 .g.ﬁ.. :
there is a certam?pn ZELENKA who 15 present;l employed as a libra- .
rian 1n the Veptican library. T . L

h MALY atated that K‘MJCOVIC the leader‘ of the National Committ:ee

Do for. the Liberption of Sluvakia in hash:mgbon, was attempting to brins
. the S0V into his organization, but he could offer no details on the.
-progress of 18 ne"o_piat;iona.

" A rather interescing letter was sent last year by MALY to (NB»JGI' i
General AI.A'«AruA) in Munich in which the former stated that the SOV--. - ¢
‘could supply thé. ABN (Anti-Bolshevist Block of Nations) with two re-
glments of Slovak soldiers, One regiment -could be formed at anY time .
in Europe; the remdinder of the men were to be found in the | SO
States, Canada; and Argentina., MALY further informed the Gen®yr c
.. Lthat their units were ready to fight against the. commmnists for t'.he

. pe-establishment of the Slovak Republic, but only on European soil, i
' wﬂe ,then offered certain suggéstions -for the estab)¥shment of an ABY N
{ army; The letter has been reproduced in its en er"ty as an enclosure ap

to this despat:ch.
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’ In order to give a clearer picture of the SOV's platform we have l
"lenelosen a cory of & .letter which Durcansky sent to Dr. Adenauer lasti
' year.' Although it doas :ot touch directly on. the activities of the
o Austrian branch, we have dcelded to include it for the extra light it
: ' sheds on the organization's activities. - In the letter Durcansky ’
places the guilt for the expulsion of the CGgiman elements from Slovakia
on the Czechs and demands that those responsible for the atrocities T
committed against the Germans and the Slovaks and who after February' |
1948 fled to the West be brought before a court ard punished. He S
then says the SOV feels that &s soon:as the cormunists are defeated, . -
all people who were expelled should have the privilege of retwurning
to Slovakla as citizens with full rights. - ™"~ .

: . In the proclamation Ztt-ched to the letter, Durcansky accuses the

* Czechs of employing im-ioral and undemocratic irethods in maintaining 4
their hold over the Slovaks and of selling themselves out to the T
Russians. He then states that the Slovaks will fight the attempts: !
of certain political zroups-and ‘international institutions who, al-. !
though’ proclaiming democratic principles; are supporting the establishe
ment of another Czechoslovakia after the defeat of the present regime,

- It 19 belicdved that VALY did not give a complete picture of the i
- S0V's activities in Austria during the .interview out of fear that the
American authorities would disapprove of its concentration on its . T %

struggle for independent_ Slovakia, The Embassy, however, will. :
cont;gue, ts e fqrtspt;o‘.follow tv;law SOV's-iocalagxs{ é;'cgver s;&tiv{itiesg Ty

RET IR IO DA

.

g7,

SAmS s Ve
-

RN

. - In conclusion, one can say that the Czech and Slovek refugees -
- 4n Austria are faced with the problem of>devoting most of their time
7 to.welfars a.c-tivities? and that until the living conditions are im- .
2. proved, Jittle attention will be paid to political-operations. "Per—.
haps this situation will b{ﬁcorrected in the near. future in the event

thatMSA ;.fy.-mde are used for-/x'efugeé maintainance,
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