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SURJE	 UCi; PERIPREL:. Activities of Coach mid Slovak Refugee Political .t!".,	 /r`...-	 • •	 Groups in Austria..'-..:.	 ''.4.--0	 1.	 •	 ..	 .	 •
The results of a brief survey made last year on the activities e—f-1

Czechoslovak rehigees in Austria differ somewhat from one • carried out
this year. In th'e.more recent -study a notiOdable decline in political

•activities liti::::'; evident. • Nore than.likely,. this is due to emigration
. of some of the more active leader4hd . to the marked deterioration•in

the 'living conditions of the refugee . in. Anstria during the ..past Year '•
which ., 1n .turn, as forced the eicletine'organizations to occupy thein7 . '.
Selves almost entirely with Welfare .problems.

. '
•	 •.	 •	 .• • •	 ••	 .	 *.	 .	 ..•	 ''•	 ,	 •	 ..,'	 '_-	 .	 •	 • 	 -	 ...	

.	 .:	 ..,

• . • At present the only two active groups are the Czechoslovak and 	 •
Slovak Committees- F'...m..ioning as an integral,: tut rather independenV,-;

t .... se' :. section of •the'latter;T:itrythe •Slovek Liberation 'Commit:426e ,(SOV.). ...9iti.:,. •.•
i:%. • l': • tUe two the SOY; seems to be the mctfe active politically.. • -77.--7,..•,. 1 7......• •
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zechoslovelFI .Chwaiittee)phich irirlaines sOide:Slovakez: iasca, •• •`': :i,
• 'clittms.seme sik hil , 	 •aCt .	 - '	 •	 Aue	 ..1. : Seetinge_ .?4,-*/te. • '.':.:	 ■:•11	 •

.. • ' ceritral,•Coinini	 e • are 'he d every ThhiadayStri :Salzburg .. PolitihallY -
-stends..'fot a free4z O	 -mOda	 -
' I e . o •,:t ezt arta& cif. funds no ,pu cations.are-popa 

e,..represehtitiveS With ..whOM. we • spoke_ 'inform-6d *us 't ha.t - the ..aboo.ikieo .: . •
inafu 	 IP • st.4 luinitift.:ftkid', and'elOthilie:to the moat neiii0 theintili,4*..- . ..-

:the :ppesent:time t.11S:osly„,financialtad 	 Amicaa
••■",..eini;t:fOr. Czech ..x,efOke31;...:- nic ..-- '.. which has prondeek4O; rclith!..fzPSY,•.P.!F
•:apiiith ..f,Or the operation of .e'kitOben,:- -The 	 4.COnia.Ote.e . . eipects :• Vo.•,;teed  • ,
*tiout :."Siiciyv-of-the*stUeedi refugess•with thenitidatp-,..-.
'; • '•' -/.... •• . .1 . •••. "; ';'".• . r '.'. t%:•,!..t':°., 	 ":	 ....,.-.;`,".• •	 .	 .'...,•,.. T:*..r....:' ..- . •• ........;.;*>' •:••..*.-•	 .. ,p

.: .i..1.:,..,..,. :Diirr.i:cuipl ea nrit ...entOnntered from time .to't .i'ziedn- briligi 'c0.1.3.2*e . ....•
hIPlileittik. i.hto', A,,nstria: -..04,4`...::isst.ini.,:Ce.i.,..duilt.. otie:tio.4.1-4-lisfp' gO4q,•.-:.

m
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• The	 rather detailed narrative is thought to constitute
• an eloquent. portrayal of the instability with which the group has

.• been ,i glicted during the past year.
,

:	 .	 • The orrAnization has recently been in a state of flux because of
• suspicions which a larg4 . number of the members hold toward certain of

the leaders. A .resume of the quarrels follows.

Administratively the Committee is divided into the following six
districts:

•
Erpl.Viden (District Vienaa) with headquarters: .in Vienna.	 .

• ; ...,

.	 .
• Eraj OberosterreiCh (District Upper Austria) with headquarters

:... in Linz.	 .	 ...,

	

	 .•
Erai SaltbdrODistrict Salzburg). with headquarters in Salzburg. *

f'	 •	 .
• Kraj Angliaka ZonalDistrict British Zone) with headquarters.

.	 i t ,	 .	 ..	 •	 in graz e .
, • -	 •	 .	 .	 •

.- i..:z.:-...,„.-:	 Irsj . Innsbruck (District Innsbruck) with headquarters in •
1

:Innsbruck..

• Krei 	 •	
. .

•
:.	 z

.	 i

...j Voralberg (if.strict Yoralberg) with headquarter0 in. t • ... .•,: . .., - • . Voralberg; , • •
,	 •	 .i, 	• 	 • .	 , 	 . 	 -

" .	 -0. Each districtmaintains an office for' the purpose. of registering
-7CSR.refutAes entering its territory. The district is cdihtrolled by

,a• committee wbcSt members are elected On the basis'ofodeqiember-lor
1,. ,•etery. twenty-five refugees registered . in the,:district:: Each district

At,further . authorieed to send delegates to the Central Committee on
'.theiceiis--: of one defegate for every fifty CSR refugees. registered..	 :.

An election of officers	 the Oentral Committeewas cheld lia •
• • •ehruary . 953. in Innahruc .„ at Which time the foil wing people were

Osen.l..,Dr.:Staf - FABRY NheltmanqaClsICCDULVLJ 	 t	 .
antijek:VE,TROSTA secirslidWOldric TELTANAtteasurtEl and ether

*0u) ITRIAN 	 .sedret ..‘ This greUp :waS.to remain iii:.ojiee
until, thenext Schedue a act on on .November 4 4, 1951: : •'"': .- . • '

„%f,'.At t'etipte.of this election a large enumber of refugees 'wanted to.
..,:ere4sfee, ,the Central Committee frem,InnsbrUck to Salzburg, because
-: the latter citt housed the TRO.Headquarfere and charitable organiti- .

tious : spOniorect'by : th	 The largest number of CSR refugees in
Austria was located ixll Salzburg, and new arrivals evdntUally.ended
up there. (This had n been Changed; . they are sent	 because'

•,. ,f4 . e,lack of houSing	 . SalzbUrg4)	 .	 .,	 •	 6
.pr S 	.	 .

.1st ••.	 •

• ,:.	 .

•,.

•
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Lhwie el .-cid tc the Di trict Committee were: . ather osef PITRUN \
.:.L e.tions were also held in Feb ary 1951 inSalabur.

OrTi;	 tI °S T f. cf: ( 4=tlement hdviSOA Jaroslavalt u; dliek KRAJCil.
'IX, secretary . r tisek Z

andkDsef JEL 61	
•

In June 1951 a group of refugees, following a plan instigated by

.•••••••••

Josef iTIKSIK then Salzburg District Committee. Secretary, succeeded
in remo v. ether Josef PITRUN. -;:he remaining .:committee members there-
upon resigned and Ire re placed byldrek JAKyCEK/LIAIXMaUlksef
MIKSItsecretorm„ osy ANTODVSKY . an CET liroslter177KOIS; Josef
FOUL; rrantisek ska•LIADt and antis k BALAZ

Although aclay CYMBAL)
and chairman in the absenc,-: of Dr. FABRY, approve the new committee
in Salzburpthe majority of the CSR refugees in Salzburg refused to
recognize it and demanded that an eledtion be held not later than
September 2,	 .',..	 .

•. 	
4	 .

At this time CY13 L and.1.:IKSIK, realizing that matters were getting
out of hand, sche u ed an election for the period October 5,to 7 and
submitted their list of. candidates. MIKSIK- was again listed as seO.,-
retary. When the conterrlated election and the list of candickates- -,
were an o - ced, Nargroup of two hundrd CSR refugees headed byWAVROUCHJ-1
SI CEK, PREMIL)IpITTRICH, and 	denounced CYMBAL and MIKSIK and

, k1'SO	 d to form an opp sitioh-coMmittee and remove LIKSIK from the\
Vzburg District Committee.	 ----o *,

r 7:..	 c	 ':.

• Or October 6, 1951, Vaclav CYMBAL arri4ed in Salzburg and approached\ .:.
the leaders of the contemplated opPosition committee stating that he • <-1
had been-misinformed by AIKSIX and that he (CYMBAL) was willing to
'negotiate an agreement. On October 7, Frantisek PREMIL andaFrantisek
SIMACEK, delegated to represent the opposition; met with CYMBAL. As .
a result of this meeting CYMBAL agreed to call off the election sche-
duled by KKSIK,..immediately release E1KSIK, and to transfer the.Cen-
tral Comm:..,Ktee to Salzburg. CYMBAL further agreed to,W)geheral elec- . .,
tion, which" was to be held on October 13.

.	 •	 •
.	 On this date a general meeting took place'to select fifteen dele-
gates., who in turn were,to elect the new Salzburg District, Committee,.
On October 15 the de'egates convened and elected	 folkawing refugeed:
VAVROUCH, Cyan; REUNDEEELTRy	 •	 • SUREKJeacond denuty
ChAi tmeli; NTL trea	 • ITT CH secret	 ; HAS , s cial secretar
tREMII,Are__va consultiveard;tC ; 'TR/ OVA,	 0 ER. In
additioh,. - 11.egie ii. iiftes ere a intedl to epre t g zburg
at the coming election for the Central Committee: VAVROUCH DITTRICH,
ANTL,'SUREK, and Frgntisek PREMIL. 	 P

..

GO .0	 •	 • •

,

ook	
districts'of

place.. The agenda included
the

a report by 
from
Vaclav

the six
CYMBAL on the past - .•

On NoVember 4 a meeting

rt 	 1ctivities of the Central Committee, a discussion and vote as to 	  .

.CONFIDITITIALALORIMINEORMATION
,	 .	 .
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•hWhether	 neanquarters of the Central Committee should remain in

or be transferred to Salsburg, and a vote for members of
the Central ComMittee. After CYMBAL .finished his report, he requested

. a vote of confidence but was turned down by a large majority, Where-

77upon he quit the meeting and left for Innsbruck. The transfer ofCentral Committee Headquarters to Salzburg was agreed upon by a majo-
rity vote. Those members elected to office were; v owe,

ACH . 	

chairma?

Z	

,./
'an	 er; DITTRICH, secretary;	 ;L. deuty	 m

On November 16(eneral Frantisek DASTICH 	 -Frankfurt represents
.ti	 •	 1 for	 Czech arrlved-in Salzburg
And agreed that the e ections ha•een held in a legal manner. He
promised financial support . for the new Central Committee according to
the provisions set forth by the Council for a-Free Czechoslovakia.
DASTICH advanced the secretary five hundred Schillings to cover ex- •
penses and then departed for Innsbruck, where he was to liquidate the
former Central Committee and instruct-CYMBAL to transfer the records
to Salzburg..

.Members of the Salzburg group a short time later accused DASTICH.
of having spent two days drinking with CYMBAL in. Innsbruck, of having
stated! that =SAL had been correct in hit actions and that the Cen-
tral Committee in Salzburg had acted in an illegal manner. It was not
long before.a decrease in the number of food parcels and funds film •

- the Co4nci1 for a Free Czechoslovakia was noticed.. Consequently the
member% jumped to the :conclusion that CYMBALwas confiscating the %. •
gifts_apd distributing them to his supporters.

• .f
It is, nowa.11eged by many refugees that the Council for a Free

Czechoslovakia in Washington was receiving considerable opposition.
to its policies in Austria, And in an -effort to lessen or eliminate
this opposition, aftempteitO place individuals in key positions on •
the Central Colphittee and the six District Committees in Austria who
would support and enforce its policies: General Frantisek DASTICH,

. Vaclav CYMBAL and Josef MIKSIK were supposedly such people,
P

Refugees further allege that CYMBALL and his accomplices embezzled
. t'enthousand . Schillingsturing a six-month period, The embezzWents
.imputed to MBAL were made public in a pamphlet published by anti-
: sek VEOIROSTA then	 ret t ; ;Jo	 COMMi	 • in 1 sbruck. •
CYMBAL andt. KSIK were,sa to have embez e egt un re . . ow.rs

- in US. currency which had been donated by organizOions in Washington, •

D.C. for the construction of barracks for new refugees from Czecho- v .
slovakia. In addition to the above, the refugees accuse gyMBAL,

,. MIKSIK, and other members of their group of having aMbezzlea,an es•.
_timated ten thousand SChillings Monthly, :A few intimate but without, •
proof, that General DASTICR was also involved and that the amounts
• mbezzled greatly exceed these estimates.,

.	 .-
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9. 1951, another meeting of the Salzburg District
id and the foUowix members were elected to h

TY?RIMLIers.AldrAt;
seer ary, anot HAb

KOVSKY, kyi

General DASTICH . is alleged to have visited Innsbruck in order to
attempt to effect CYMBAI l s release.

We feel that a great. deal of this dissension stems mainly from
the extremely poor living conditions facing the refugees. The no-
ticeable lowering of morale between our two surveys and the present •
political apathy is undoubtedly connected with the food problem.

• On December:D delegates from the six districts donveKd aZhos)
as officer- i:e Ce:yral Committee:CIUREK) president; ODER, OUZA
M INSKY, and ACHAR. General DASTIC , whd warrioRiat t t i
eting, eceiv a c ol reception from the assembled delegates and

was questioned at length concerning his connections with CYMBAL.:

• (CYMBAL, PELTAN, anirBAUEahad in the meantime been arrested
by the Austrian Police an were prisoned in Innsbruck as a result,

4UREK. TICHACE ajrglIfibaJ -.
of chars of r

nd
ezzlement placed by the following: (Dr VAVROUCH)

C

4
THE SLOVAK COTIIITTEE •

The Slovak Committee, although divided within by a difference of
views, has not been faced with the administrative problems which be-

Iset the Czechoslovak Committee. Father Karel SUMICHEASq the leader 
of the nzwa.said there are abou six hundred members in AustrieCat.
the present time: Of this number, about one hundred and eighty are
in Salzburg. He pointed out that the Committee attempts to keep the
activities of the group apolitical, but the majority of the members
were inclined to side with the views of SIDO•. (Sidor stands for an
independent Slovakia controlled by the Catholic Church. Durcansky
is aleo . for en independent State with'close cooperation with the 'r
Vatican, but 'with no political powers in the bands of the church.

I(!DMICHRAST's opinion is at the litter prefers to operate under-
over and b/ means of deceit.) . The priest was rather reluctant to

discuss the Durcansky Outfit at all, apparently because he was well
aware of the latter f s.alleged fascist' tendencies.,

Sumichrast stressed the over-increasing demoralizing conditions
under which .the new refugees are forced to live and the ever-dwindling
resources available to the Committee. Funds are received from the -
National Catholic Welfare CoMmittee and the Association of Slovak Ca-
tholics in America. When a particularly needy case turns up', it
'referred to one of these groups with an urgent appeal for additional
aid. .There itté'monthly deliveries of clOthed and food. TB patients
are given rati*Is at regular intervals. Funds se received amOunt.
about six thoudand.schillings per month. • • '	 -

/

3ECDRITY
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---]r Sumichrftst said that the new Slovak refugees express them3elve6 •

strongly for an independent Slovak state, because, according to him,
the more sincere communists today in the CSR are Czecha. Prior to
1950 he said the refugees had been indifferent When asked about an
independent Slovakia. •

The Committee's representative in Linz is father FABERA).

THE SLOVAK LIBERATION COMMITTEE (Soy) 
•.	 .	 .

The re resentative of the SOT . ; . 	 : - • • I	 formerly
Mang o n- e e40.---..„.leagilylnipliaMIT$PL. He ar iveirta-
Kastria	 pr	 945 and since at time has lived in Aurolsmuenster
near-Ried. Accordineto him, out of the six hundred Slovak refugees
in Austria at the present time'four hundred and eighty are members of
the Slovak Liberation Committee (SOY), headed by Dr. Ferdinand DURCAN-:
&CT with headquarters in Argentina. The organization claim six
thousand members fafthe various western cquntries, two thousand or •

which are in Germany. .The greatest portion of those in Austria are
located . either in Salzburg or Linz.

folJowing memb s are in charge ef the various areas.
S zbur : WALE); K sftein:(ONGUAROInnsbruck:

AKO S ; uraz. OLV

Maly's interpretation of the political platform of the SOD is as
follows: "An independent Slovakia within the framework of a EUropean	 •
federation. The establishment of a good neighbor policy with the CSR,
Hungary, Yugoslavia, and other European countries. A democratic con-
stitution guaranteeing fall rights to minority groups. Political and
religious ireedom. The re-establishment of an agrarian economic aystent
in which only those industries are supported which can compete in the
international market. We are opposed to the present concentration on
industrialization to the neglect of agricultural activities."

....--77---- A,cOpy,ef the anus, mmnth	 ubl.lgatiAn(Gbzor)is attachecb '..Itiis
mimeographed in Innsbruck and inc udes news ma obtained from a

• vak resistance group with which the $0V allegedly maintains liaiscuL . •
.' Its circulation runs between six hundred and'.ne thousand copies per

month: qhe c ief new , .er of t'
-hod in	

- ..d Slovenska Republik-a)
due	

.
res • a ..•.-	 .resid- t of a an	 • • : / i .

•
in avakia

4. Pa:nth 	 11 ornoatib s Dienst Des Slowalcisehen pefre ungalskoson;h14184rmea

:	 •	 e Mr AK 	 .# yawrzaS7. - _rou 	 .

It is mainl .,circulated among thl7V5LKSDEUTSCHE°gropps fromSlov	 . •
and Eungary, whom the SOV. is attemPting to attract•Arkto its CaMli..	 ,	 •	 „

SOV activities are extremely limited, in Austria .i eand according to
MALT are:supported.by a monthly fee 'of fiye schillings: Which is Charged
very member., For this the member received Obzoryithout charge4 .. Jar

1
;

his manner	 th:the group collects about irteerEadred Schillings-per

' 	 •
CONFID6TTAL SECURITY INFahMATION
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Here in Austria the local groups meet monthly in the various.
Cities mentioned above. The district leaders convene every three
months.	 .	 .	 ,

)'	 •
:	 kALY was qw,zti qnfli on thethite Legion/ an unagrS2X.er..:=4artza-.	 .
tion-wIldich_vrated a small radio stntim..which formerly broadcast
clandestineT.Y.to Slevaki -g Trom the Hied area of Austria , (American Zone).
The progrmns present the views of Durcansky and attempted to arouse
in the listeners the iesire for an independent Slovakia. Some Support:

nfor the statio nLrottly mme from certain-f ,overament agencies and	 . •

STOWASSERJ ojtech RARAS (Karol' 	 and
erhaps from the,Vcitcan. Therol'on was m

MURCAS
ayed b . Josef VIC Nj

Johann lanMACKO.-,.MALT

	

.	

..

said he knew very	 tle about	 station, a d ha °thing to ..do with
it since he thought it was no longer functioni . The station ceased
activities about a, year ago as the result of a USF.A investigation.
At about the same time refugees brought word that several White Le-

. gion members had been arrested in. Slovakia and'that the organization's
activities there had been effectively stopped. 'BAIT did admit that
a small radio station now operates. for Durcansky under the name of
"The Voice of the Slovak Republic", but he''declined to reveal any
additional information without the prior approval of Durcansky. He
added that peranent information on its activities is known to the

1.	 •
• Since it 'had been reported that.- Durcanski had made attempts to

get more supp6rt from the Vatican, we asked Mal who was in char e
of the organiOatio4 	 iee 8.3id that the 0V'a reuresntat
there is a certainer, ZELEHRA Who is presentl employed as a libra
rian in the Vatican library. 	 --

".:	 •	 .,	 '•	 .	 •
MALT stated that RAAJCOVIC, the leader ofthe National Committee •

for.the'Liber, 	 tion of Slewakia in WashingtOn, was attempting to bring
the SOV into Jiis organization, but he Wild offer no detail-8 on the. • •
'progress of e netopiations.

•
•	 •	 .=.	 •	 .•	 •	 .	 •	 -.	 ..	 .

. . A rather interesting letter was sent last- year by MALY.,to(Major
.	 .	 .	 •	 .

General ALABAN4in Munich in which the former stated that the SOT .. • .
could supply the. ABN (Anti-Bolshevist Block of Nations) with two re-
gimente of Slovak soldiers. One regiment eouldbelormed at akiy time
In Europe; the remainder of the men were to be found . in the glijted .
Statee, Canada, and Argentina, , MALT further informed the Genftlil- •
:that their)unittrwpre ready to fight against thecommunisti for the

...re-establishment of the Sloesk Republic, but only on. Europeenssoile
:4HePthen offered certain suggeations-for the estah"qhment of imA0M1•E 
! army: The letter has been reProduced in ite entiiy as an enclosure
. to this despatch.

••t
4 •

.014FILI-4-I-Fratar---INFIRMATION

t•gl.

American auth*ities in Frankfurt.

•
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.PI?) order to give a clearer picture of the SOIPs platform we have 	 •

•

enclosen a copy of ;.4 letter which Durcansky sent to Dr. Adenauer last
year; Although it doe's not touch directly on. the activities of the
Austrian branch, we have decided to include it for the extra light it
sheds on the organizations activities. In the letter Durcansky
places the guilt for the expulsion Of the Gi-Iman elements from Slovakia
on the Czechs and demands that those responsible for the atrocities
committed against the Germans and the Slovaks and Who after February'
l94 fled to the West be brought before a court and punished. He
then says the SOV feels that as soon;as the communists are defeated; .
all people who were expelled should have the privilege of returning
to Slovakia as citizens idth full rights.	 •

4	 -• In the proclamation at .: ched to the letter, eurcansky accuses the
Czechs of employing im:loral and undemocratic methods in maintaining. 	 -
their hold over the Slovaks and of selling themselves out to the
Russians. He then states that the Slovaks will fight the attempts
of certain political fr,roups-and international institutions Who, al-
though proclaiming democratic principles, are supporting the establish-
ment . of another Czechoslovakia after the defeat of the present regime.

;
• It is believed that RALY did not give a complete picture. of the 	 . 64

.SOVIs'activities in Austria during the interview out of fear that the 	 .
American authorities would disapprove of its concentration.on.its.
vpruggle tor au independent Slovakia, The Embassy, however; will-
.continue Its efforts to.follow the sOV/s . local undercover setivities.

• •

• In conclusion, one can say that the Czech and Slovak refugees 	 •
In:Austria are faced with the probleth ofi rdevoting most of -their time
to.welfare . artivities, and that until the ,living conditiOns arsitr.
proved, 4ttle attention will be paid to political•operations; .Per...

• aps this situation will beBporrected in the near. future in the event
that -PISA funds are used foe/refugee maintaivance. 	.	 .

Action Requested: Department please pass Copies to peripheral posts.

. .	 Acting High. COttipsio er*	 ' 1'.., -
Encltsures: 11. Letter from Maly tl Allabands	 -	 .	 %	 -.:'

.	 2. Letter from Durean ilato AdenaUer
3. Copy of. Obzor (Withnriginal . coiy' only) . 4. .	 .
• :.	 •	 .

Copy to Atembassy, Prague „	 .
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