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MENOHANDUM FOR: Projesct Review Committes

SUBJECT: Request for Amendment teo Project BEPILLAR
FY=)955 Authorisation

It is roquested that additional funds in the smount of
$193,800 be mthorised for projest DTPILLAR, thevshr insrsasing the
total 7Y41955 suthorisstion for the project froal _ = Jte

C 3. 'The additionsl funds requested are availsble within
the IO Division FY-1955 budget allocatien.

2. QBJERTIVES OF FROJECT
DTPILLAR's major eperational cbjectives are;

(a) To counteract the appeal of commniom to Asians who
desire rapid sosial change by providing non~communist epportuanities
for them %o schieve theilr own aspirations.

(b) To enssurage Asian individuals sad organisations te
inform thedr people of the nenace of communisnm.

(e) To strengthen non~govermment groups and sssist them in
opposing communist penotration and infiltrstion attemphs,

(d) To stimlate practiocal training in elvic prectices and
eitisenship responsibility whieh will contribute te stable Asimn
govermants and sooieties.

3. PEBPOSE OF THIS NWUEST

The funds hersin requested will support DTPILLAR operations in
Indonesia, Cambodia and South Vietnam, ocuntries which have been assigned
high priority for DIPILLAR, (See Attachment A)

A DTPILLAR representative has been in Indenesias for one month,
and 13 now exploring with Government officials there the development
of various DIPILLAR programs. The communists are very active in
organisstionsl work in Indonesia, end additional non-communist alterna-
tives, such as DIPILLAR ¢an facilitate, are needed., Specifically,
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operational possibilities for DTPILLAR exist in the University of
Indonesia, the Hatts Foundation, the Indonesiem Institute of World
Affeirs and the fields of youth amd education, cooperatives, labor,
media, eivio organizations, and axchenge of students.

InGC vhere & DIPILLAR representative is now stetioned,
there is urge for developmant of non-eommunist organisstional
activities. Offiolisls of the Government have axpressed their desire to
have DTPILLAR initiate such activities, which will include: assistance
t0 lay snd egalesiastical Buddhist groups; provision of instructors of
English, to ensble Cambodians to communicate better with the outaide
vorld; assistance in improving media within the couniry; development of
oormnity senters and civic organisatioas. (Sce Attachment B)

In South Vietoss, C . ] and enerad
Lawton Collins have stressed the nesd for, md potentisl effectiveness

of, DTPILLIR sotivities., A private /meriomn organisation is needed
whioch possesses know-how in organisstionsl techniques and whish can
inspire, ss well as finance, non-commnist elements in Viethamese
sooiety. DTPILLAR will concentrate its work on eduseational institutions,
pukMoations, students and intellectuals (ineluding refugees from North
Vietnan), labor and eivic orgenisations, (See Attachment C)

4. EFPECTIVENESS

PYPILLAR's operative concept is that, by supporting private
Asim organisstions to achieve Asian objectives by dwmooretic means, it
oan provide training in demscratic sstion for present and future lesders
of Asia and it cen provide a means of ocountering commnist activity
through privste front-groups.

That this concept is both asoeptable and workable in Asis is
attested by the fact that (a) in every country where DTPILLAR has been
represented for sny period of time, it has been sble to suter inte
sooperative relations with slmost every significant indigenous nen
communi st private erganisstion; (b) it has hed the formal or infermal
ssmotion for its activities of every govermment of Awia, with the
exosptien of India, and has had the sotive coeperstion of moat offieclale
of these countries; and (e) that it has beoome a target of comunist
counter-activity.

The technique of having residemt represemtaetives in each area

has proved useful in permitting DIPILLAR influsnce to he exerted to
a greater extent over each activity supported, in making possible the
development of new organisgations, and in linking lecal orgsnisetions with
Asian=wide activities supported by DIPILLAR and with international
sctivities and organizations supported by other IO prejects which lack
local representation.
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5. ZINTELLIGENCE BY-PRODUCT

It is expected that in each of the three countries the
DTPILLAR representative will esteblish good condacts with government,
business, inkelleotual, civic and other national lesdsrs, and that
as & Pesult he will be able to supply informstion ussful to the
intelligence commnity. In the past three months there have been
19 08 or 00 disseminations from DTPILLAR sourees.

6. Fume

No funds wers provided im DIPILLAR's FY-1955 budget for
DIPILLAR representation ssd setivities in Indonesia, Csmbodia and
South Vietasm, An snalysis of DTPILLAR expenditures (see Attachment
D) for the period July 1 through Jamuary 31 reveals that the balance
umrm'smamaot% 7} 1¢ required to meet
anticipated obligations in areas eor than Indonesis, Cambodia and
South Yietum. Therefore, it is requested that the suthorised
DTPILLAR FY-1955 budget be increased and that I0 be suthorized to
provide the additionsl funds out of its present budget allooation.
(See Attachment E)

C Chief J

International Organisations Division

Attachment A - Supplemental Budget FY«1955 for Indonesia, Cambodia, 3, Vietnam
Attachment B » Report on Visit to Cambodia

Attachwent C - Report on Visit to Vietnmm

Attachmant D « DTPILLAR Expenditures July l-Jan 31, 1955

Attachment E - DTPILLAR Budget, FY-1955
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$ 7,000 § 9,000 $ 7,000
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Novermber ¢h=27, 19t
by Hobert 3lun

General Situation

The general situation in Cambodia is entirely different tian the one in Vietn: o,
There is a reasonable degree of ;overmmental stabllity and unity, relatively 1little
trourle with communists or other insurgents and the leadership of tie Xine is
renerally recognized., There is some impstience, however, vith the vay in which
the Kinr has continued his one-man control and the delay in returning to normal
constitutional procedures.

Camboria's principal preocccupation is to develop a separate identity as an
independent country not under the rrench colonial inflwence. This invelives cuttinye
the ties with Laos and Vietnam, narticularly Vietnam, which is tie object of eccn-
siderable suspieion and even animoslty. The Cambodians recosnize that the Vietrarmese
are more numerous and more apggressive than they are and are Tearful lest /Jietna-ese
emansion (whether communist or non-cormunist) takes vlace at their ecxpensc.

The Cambodians recognize that the full development of economic and rcliticel
independence requires many steps that they are stlll far from sceomplishing, am=
bodia is, at the present time, dependent on Vietnam for comnunications as Sairon
is the port throush which all of Camboiia's imports come. Cambodia cn? Victnam
are now nerotiating the question of Cambodia's rights in the port of Saleon and
the related guestion of Cambodia's entitlement to customs duties collected at Soi-
pon. Plans are a2foot for developing a Cambodian port at lieam with American assistance,
but this would naturally take 2 lonz time to aceomplish. In addition, nevotintions
are under way with Thalland for re-cpening the railroad between Bangok and Pnem-Fenh,

Vith a rood deal of independence of spirit, Cambodia is also seeiin~ to develop
its Aiplomatic and political ties with the rest of the world, »artienlsrly in Souta-
eagt Asia. ¥hile remaining very friendly to the United States, Cambo iz -« nerians
with British and French encouragement -- seema to be movins towar? » someiiat
middle position which, in Cambodian &pinion, would enable Camboiia to stz out of
Airect involverent in the "eold war". /At the same Ltime, Nehru, turin- his visit
to Vietnam and Cembodia two months aro, cppears to have made it clear that Indiu
would loo -ith disfavor upon any extension of communist influence to Carmbodia,
Preparations seem to be underway for tne diplomatic recosmition ¢ Cambolia by
India. A month ago the King of Cambodia visited Rangoon an” a visit te Thailond
is planned in the near future.

Thus, Cambedia is developing its relations with the neirshbering ccuntries in
Southeast isia as a way of bullding up protection against communist a-rression,
conpensating for the loss of the orotection offered br France and off-setting wvhat
the Cambodicns may fear to be too much Ameriean influence. In developins thesc
ties, Cambodlia ls aided by the personality of the King vho has shovn un enrerness
to establish friendliy relations with other eountries, and b tie rreat influence
in Cambodia of Therevada Buddhiam that Cambodia has in common with Ceylon, Bur-a,
Thailand and Laoa. A major handicap from which the Cambodians suffer in develerin:
these relations with other countries is the lack of knowledre of Fnrlish. Fronech
is the second lanjuave of all educated Cambodians and therc are not mere than a
small handful who know any Inglish.

Qffiednl Ameriean Activitiies

1
American offieial activities in Cambodla are now quite senmarate frem those
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in Vietnam. There has been a Cambodian Ambassador in Washington for several years,
but At was only two months ago that an Amerlecan Ambassador was sent to Pnom-Penth.
Until that time the diplomatic repreaentation in Pnom-Penh was controlled by the
Embassy in Saigon. In a parallel way, the FOA representation in Pnom-Penh has now
been established on a separate basis, and there is now a small FOA mission there
which began as a brangh of the Saigon mission, Therse is no MAAG in Cambodia and
the question of United States military ald to Cambodia is now under negotiation.
Fxcept for missionaries who have been in Cambodia for many years and are contiming
their normal work, there aré no voluntary American organizations in Cambodia.

Pogsible Areas of Asia Foundation Activity

A1l of the parasons with whom I spoke, both Cambodian and American, warmly
urged that The Asia Foundation initiate a program in Cambodia. They thought that
such a program could help Cambodia develop internally and, at the same time, assist
Cambodia in its relations with the other countries of Asia. It was also felt by
American offiecials that it would in many cases ba more appropriate for The Asia
Foundation than for the American Embassy or USIS ‘bo undertake programs in the cul-
tural field,

== The 1mportme of this was emphasiged
% the kﬁ%asaﬂor ﬁccm%.ock and many other persons. As
pointed out above, the inadequate knawledge of English is a very
severe handicap to Cambodia as it tmn to develop its international
relations. This applies not only to offioial contacts, but to unofficial
and cultural ones. Requests for assistance in learning Fngligh have
been submitted to the Embassy at least informslly by & variety of
groups, including Buddhist priests, lay Buddhists associations, . . _ . .
, Government offisials and others. The King told me that he thought
it was more important to teach Inglish to Qoverrment officials than
to the Buddhist priests whe, he assid, wanted to learn English only
for théir own purposes (particularly partieipation in international
conferences) and not in order to promot# general education. The
"Asgoclation des Amis de 1'Ecole da Palf" has asked the Americen
Tmbagssy to provide them with an Fnglish teacher, but no action has
been token on this request so far and Ambassador MeClintock urged
very strongly that The Asia Foundation undertake to do this rather than
the Embassy. I described to him our progedure for recruiting young
English language teachers and he was gnits snthusiastio, saying that
' he hdped we would, without delay, reowmit two such persons for Cam-
bodia, even though final arrangements had not yet been worked out.

2. Buddhiat Rﬂléi‘m’ Gro -« I had 1little opportunity to lock into
the possibilities of wo%ging with Buddhist religious groups, perhaps in
a way similar to what we are doing in Barma., I did call on the head
of the principal (Mohanikay) Buddhist order in Cambodia and he indi-
cated that he was prepared to considey sooperation with us provided
any assistance we zave was coneistm‘b with their precepts.

3. Buddhist Lay Oroups -~ The "Agsoclation des Amis de 1'Ecole de Pali”
has submitted to FOA a request for asslastance in an edusational
program that the Assoeiation wishes to undertake in the country.
Tozether with the FOA and USIS chiefs, I wet with Mr. Ray Buc, Presi-
dent of the Assoeiation. Their requast is for a thousand radios
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which would be put in the Pali schools throughout the eountry, in
the branches of the Association and in aome of the pagodas. These
radios would then provide the means for carrying on a none<politiecal
educational program over the National Xhmer radioc in fields of
publie health, national economy, eduecation, ete. According to Ray
Bue, his Association has 7,000 members of whom 3,000 are in Pnom-Penh
and there are 15 branches. His request is for 1,000 radlo sets, 2
automobiles and financial assistance to cover operations, As a result
of our conversation, Mr. Ray Bue is to revise his plan and resubmit
it to FOA. The FOA people will keep. in touch with me in order to see

whether there is some part of this program that it would be more
appropriate and feasible for The Asia Foundation to undertake.

i. Ties with the Other Countries of Somt Asia =~ The Cambodians
are very anxious to develop these nips by travel, fellow-

ships, attendance at conferences, ott; - Thay feel that it is important
to develop these relations in all ﬁ.djla Inoluding that of relatione
ships between the various Buddhist m

£. Edusational Instituti ~= There iqm \miversity in Cambodia, but
there are two principal "superior" sshidls s, the Pali School and the
National Institute of Law and Economipa 1& for administrators).
The latter 1s very badly in need of [fiivowehent and strengthening

and FOA may possibly do something’ i3 ANin .i’iold, glthough The Asia

Foundation should not overlock it. - Aha King suggestad to me that

we might help in creating a small flqﬂ.ty on Cambodian history and

culture and I wag told that he has hssn. talking about creating a

Maniversity™. 3 would not seem fike mctdcal right away and

it might be mr Teasible and exped Jtus Yo set up a special post-high

school program in English and the sqitiit sclences. I cammot say whe-

ther this should de attached to the Mgfdtnal Institute of Law and

Economics, to the Lycee or done .

6. %%g e «-Tharehasrecenﬂwbemsetupinthehivy L
or Tit pn "Office fd¥ the Protection of the Pecple”

which has an 11l.defined sssignment fgiagsist in the resettlement

of populations and civic developinentiy | Hésantly, ‘the USIS discussed

with Khim Tit the possibility oi‘ ah MBELArne 2 Civic and Cultural

‘ : % 4f discussion groups which
poamtryside, but £or some unex- -
T lost- intarest ‘ih this proposal. :

There iz some f ling that parhaps th.gi{in&and the Jovermment are
fearful lest tod jmuch civie consol _g be m:.raged in the population.

The above are very rragmentary suggesq?' ‘ A
of programs that ssem posaible and for which from the Cambodians is
probable, They are all snggestions that wane Hrcught directly to my attention
during my brief stay and would natura.lly have " %0 be the objeet of considerable
study as a result of which they would have to ‘pq uqdif:led, discarded or added to.

are indicative of the kinds




o é

PERSONS INTERVITWED IN CAMBODIA

Cambodian CGovernment

King Norodom Sihanouk

Tep Phan, Foreign Minister
Pho Proeung, Minister of National Education

Khim Tit, Privy Councillor

Other Cambodians

Ray Bue, Preaident of the "Association des Amis de 1'Egole de Pali"
Chief of the Buddhist Order Mohanikay (Onnalom Pagoda)

American Officials

Rcbert MeClintoek, Ambassador
Herbert I. Goodman, Polities] Cffiger

Gerald Strauss, Acting Director, FOA Mission
Martin Ackermen, Public Affairs Officer (USIS)




O VISIT TO VIFTNAM .
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Novertbe

The persens vhom I saw during my visit to Vietnam are liste’ in the atiachrent.
They ‘neluderd 21) orincipal Vietnamese and /merican officials there. The senicr
French officizle were absent Aurine my visit,

—ts

The ~pllowlrs iz not intended to be a fald) recort and analvsis on nolitical
aré eecnomic aoncitiona in the eccountry, mt rather an attempt to examine Lae situa-
tion with A view %o fudrine what, if aprthine, The Asia Founisticn mi~ht usefull-

Ar An Yietnar,

Jeneral Sitaatien

The rencral ecituation in Vietna~ is very pocr. On the ore hond, the Tietrinn
has been 5toadily twilding up its strencth, noth pelitical and militaryv, since the
conclusion of the Jeneva apreerments tait vave the Vietminu corntrel of all of Viet-
nam north of the 1/th parzllel. Fven in those areas in Scuthern “ietnzn from wiiich
the 7ietrminh has bheen vith"rsyvine, thev kove left behingd a politienl cnnarstus znd
influence Yhat it vill be verv 1iffienlt to weaken. lore cenerally, the victory
of the Tictrmin: rwver the Trench after eirnt years of battle has ~iven tiaem tremen-
doug prestire with the entire nopulatlon of Vietnan botn Nerth and South of the
17th narallel. rerardless of tne corrmnist centrel over the Viciming, swirituallyr
mueh of tne norulaticn looks upon tne Jietmiah accomnlisimerts with pride.  Fvervone
nemowleldaes tint elections neld in the nmear future would result in a Vietwinh
victory and thoarit is beinp ~iven to wovs in wnien the electlons mint be most-
noned or aveided,

On the non-cormunigt side are a rovernment and administration 'rnese morale
and effectiveness, which were never ~reat, were severly shal'en and ~-eavened by the
Geneva arreements. Since thnen, numerous othner very scrious complications nave
veen i lled Lo the burdens of the Government.. There has been the responsiuility
of carine for L5),790 refugecs from the Hortn who do not assimilate well with the
necople in the South; tle conflict between the Government and tne ‘imy, wnich now
seems tc be closer to resolution; the weauness of the Army itself; the leocic of
complete loyalty te the Government on the psrt of tue seversl relirions seccis, even
thourh thev ars anti-cormunist and have ootained places for themsclves in the
Government; the lack of cormmlete agreement tetween France and the United States
in their nolicies teward the Govermment; the fact that the dovermment dorz not nave
effective contrel eover the Southern nart of Yielmam for wilca it 15 noninally
resnonaible,

The “rime iTinicter, Neo Dinii Diem, nas veen working quietly and carcfully to
develop his leadersnin and estaclish some kind oi unity. These are the nrerequisites
to any kind of effective naticnzl program that could be offered in opposition to
the comunists. Diem is a2 ouiet, cautious, contemplative ran viw is strern~ly anti-
comnunist and has the best interests of tre country at heart. ‘e 1s a very Jdedicated
person who comes in fer some criticism frem other Vietnamese becrzuse ne is nct
viperous enouch, bvt tvhose personal nualities are generally iespected, 1 had the
impression from my convercation with him that he i3 very conscious of the slow pacc
at which he is moving, but also ver: certain that any hasty moves mirht upset the
entire situation. The creation of unified support for the Govermmenit <eems to be
his first preccecuvation, tiie first step being that of zolvinz the conflict with
the Army. He looked unon this zs beins a yood deal easier to do than settling the




Mifficiities viu. the reli-iovws seets und odt-ininr thelr uncouestiored lev:lty.
I “elieve his feelins Is tast until these steps towar? unity have been accorglished,
no tind of effeetive econonic, sccizl) or »ilitary nrogram can be realized.

[l

in ~orzins on these —atters, Liem i3 not in a pesition to exercise vigorous
lec”ership., Aslde from 2 small devoted nersonédl folloving, he dces rnot have sube-
itontirl stres-th on vhien to relry and every step he tizes needs to be discussed
wn? nerotlted wlth a vrect variety of sroups and indivi‘tuals. The Unlted States
revermornt 13 cdvine 1Us wnole-hearted sunport to Tier, and while recosnizing
macecnncies of his leadersils, secrs5 to feel that the only chance of developine
©onifies snti-corrunist re-ine is tc sunport him in all posasible ways.

<1itnhen~h the r'rench nrofess to sunport Niem, there is muenh evidence that this
suntort 15 Far from ecomnlete. They lod: upon Diem as beins too anti-French, they
1usaret hin as beinr too mueh under fmeriean Inflvence, and they uesiion vhether
a0 has the necessary oualities of leadersnhin, Several Vietnamese tol me that the
Freneh vers 3unnorting the relisious sects that are rpivines so mveir trouble to the
Tovermment.  The French are =till heavily involved in Vietnam throu~h their »rivate
reconomde interests which are intoct in the South, the continued nressure of the
French meditionary Torece which is formally responsitle for seecurity, and the con-
tinie? overnmentzl econonic involverent {{orelen exca.nre, Institute ol Issue, etc.)
rich lv.s not yet een Aisentanpgled. lHoreover, the Freneh are still tryin- to sal-
vace wrat they can of their interests in liorth Vietnam, and appear anxious not to
alirnate tioe Vietrdnh. They seem to feel, moreover, that with the Viet=inh as the
strenter force in Vietnam at the present time, it would be well to culiivaite them
«n” Lo anticipate the possitility that the Vietminh may wish to have close relations
wita tne Jest as o vay of off-setting tie influence of China, Hore generally, tihe
Jreneh o feel that the tine has eome to pursue 2 friendlier polier toward the
Corrninists vhere they have in toth China and Indo-China de lactc control. The
Viet-inn rezime in the North has lent some substance to this French theory by entering
into 'n z-rcement with the French revarding French economie interests in the Ilorth
an? o7 relerrine varuely to thelr decsire to maintain ties with France.

In tais situation the role of 3ao Nai is somewhzt obseure. In reneral, orninion
in Vietnam is unfavorable to Bao Jai, an? he seems to have lost zll sunport among
the neonle. There are some, hovever, vwio feel that Bao Mai i3 still performing a
usefvl purnose and that he can serveg his country more effectively from a distance
thon ne eould 1T he were in Sziron where he would become enbroiled in loezl nclitices.
In o7 ease, 3aco Dal is still tie repository of constitutionsl authority in Vietnan
uned Tiesq oves his position and cllesiance to him.  Judring from tiae fismisszl by
Seo Dol oof the Chiefl of Staflf, General Hina, Bao Dai appears to be giving his full
seovert Lo Miem. In ospite of this fact, there is & strong feelins thnt the country
el be Lrotter of ff and the situstion cliorified if Bac Dai could somehow be removed
catirelr fron the scene. Kis motives ure felt to be too unclear and his personal
~uition too unecertain for him to be o stabilizing or constructive foree.

There continmies to be “iscussion in Vietnam on tiie desirability of setting
vl o mrosisiontl consultative asrembly which would presumably have to be appointed
ot the start. Sveh an assembly would serve as a nmeans for the development of public
cpirion vhicn nov has virtually no channel of expression and mitht provide a certain
bisis “rom which tne Govermment could derive its political authority. On tiic other
vty Lne nroblems of constithine uch an asgembly are very rent in view of th
cmiretie strde of »olitieal 1ifc dn Vietnan, and a result of such a ercation micht
Leoweot S mesition of toe present Government would be eonsideratly wearened with-
eut nrnr o aatisfactory suatitute emoreing.
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American Activity in Vietnam

General Collins had arrived in Vietnam about one week earlier than I did and
had come out with very stronr declarations in support of the l'iem covermment. In
peneral, Vietnarese opinion seemed to welcome this strong stan?, althouch several
people cuestioned whether it was desirable for the United States to come out so
directly in support of Diem personzlly. I was not quite sure whether these nersons
thourht this was American interference in the internal affairs of Vietnam or whether
they had other candidates to nropose for the Prime Ministership. If there were

any other such candidates, I could not learn who they were.

General Collins is to rem~in in Vietnem only two or three nonths, after which
a nermanent Ambassador 1s to be named., The purpose of lYiis mission is to coordincte
and invirorate the American program, arocuse the Vietnamese Government and to judre
what are the prospects of success. To support his efforts, there are in addition
to the Embassy staff, the Fereipn Operations Mission and the Military issistanee
Advisory Group which is planning to take overisome of the responsibilities for
training the Vietnamese Armmy.

General Collins's arrival had resulted in the American staffs being much less
pessimistic than before. They felt that his appointment represented a new policy
of vizor and independence on the part of the United States and that this could lead
to direct, strong support of the Vietnamese Covernment. I thought that this improve-
ment in morale resulted in too much preoccupation with what the United States wanted
to do and not enough concern with what the Vietnamese vere prepared and willing
to do. I see a serious danger of there being so much American activity in Vietnam
that the Vietnamese will become confused, perhaps resentful, and will not themselves
be in.a positicen to put into effect the various programs that the Americans devise
for their benefit. There is a danger too that the Vietnamese will spend sc much
time on planning for and receiving American aid that they will be diverted from
seeinz their problems in Vietnamese terms.

FOA i3 engared in a very diversified progrem in Vietnan. The total annual
budget 1s now about $55,000,702 for economic aid alone, half of which is for refugee
relief. The FOA program in Vietnam includes a mumber of activities in the social
and educational fields that are of direct interest to The Asia Foundation. Because
of the diversified nature of the FOA program, it woul’ be necessary for The /sia
Foundation, if it works in Vietnam, to stay in c¢lose touch with FOL. There is,
however, some feeling in FOA that they should get away from many of their oresent
activities in order tc concentrate on those programs that directly contribute to
security and to the ameliocration of the land and agricultural situatioen,

There are already several American voluntary organizations in Vietnam. Theze
have heen provided offices by FOA in gspace that was formerly oceupied by FOA. These
agencies meet weekly together with FOA.

CARE -- Mr. Kleln is distributing chiefly refugee packa‘-es.

lational Catholic Welfare Council -- liondignor Harmett is working with the
Tefurees, 9bx OF whom are Getnolics,

The Memmonites -- Mr. "iens is working on refugee relief.

Led Cross =~ Mrs. tlake is workinc on relief to refugees.

International Reseue Comrittee -- Mr, Buttinger is dcveloping o prooram of
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nscistance to relfupgee students and intellectuals. Nr. Buttincer, who is
returning to the United States in o fewr wees 1s to be replaced by ancther
verson who 1111 presvmebly earry forvard the program ne will have planned,

Possilble Asle Founrdation Actlvitr

The Vietnamese with whon I -»oke, including Prime Minister Diem and the Foreign
Minicter Trzn Van Do, jeve me a warm welecome and assured me thnt they would be vervy
Lapoy tc have The Asia Foundation worl: in Vietnam. Prime Minister Diem teld me he
thou it cur work could be very important an? asked his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu (who
15 orobably his principal personal adviser) to remain in touch with me, and I had
numerous conversations with hi:. The American Imbassy, including General Collins,
alzso urced us to try to do something and they gave numerous supgestions. The P04
reonle, many of vhom I “mew frcn riy previous work with FOA, described their own
work te me ouite fully and nointed cut wars in which Asiz Foundation activities
could comnlement their work or de things vhich they were not able to do.

1. Stidents -- There are two or tiree mndred students from North Vietnam
in 3aifon who are strongly anti-communist and who are tryin~ as best
they can te secure an education in Saizon even though the educatioral
facilities are limite? and the Southerners are not alwawvs hospitable.
Iizo Dinh ihm is very anxiocus that we assist these students and I agsume
that his views reflect those of his hrother, the Prime Minister. TI0L
is nreoviding barracis as living cuarters for these students but is
unzable to provide thern with any social or intellectual faecilities. The .
FO.. peonle said they woul”? be delirhted if we could wort in Theiland, (e .
Yo Dinh Nhu arranged for re to meet a deleration of these students,
but unfertunstely there was a misunderstanding regarding the time and
tae meeting did not take place.

2. Intellectuals from the lorth -- There are a number of artists, writers
znd Jjournzlists fron Rorth vietnam who are at loose ends in the South.
They seem to have formed some lzind of an association, but it was not
quite clear to me just what they had been able to do. I believe that
the Interrational Tescue Committee is in tocuch with some of these neople,
but am not sure whether they have been eble to accomplish anything. This
zrovp would certainly be worth workine with, partievlarly if we %eep in
mind that those vwho hzve come from the lMorth are generally more vigorously
anti-communist and more enerretie persons than the Southerners, In fact,
Nzc Dinh Nhu told me that he thourht that the student and intellectual
refucees from the lorth would provide the best nueleus fer developing
construetive programs in the South,

3. Trn~lick Lenmuare Teaching -- I am not sure what should be cdone in this
Iield, »ut am certain that there are opportunities that need to be
developed, The 7ietnarmese Ladly need to learn Fnglish in order to
coromiricate with the rest of the world, including thelr neighbors in
Southeast Asia, FOL has $1897,70 this year for Fngzlish language teaching,
but it i= oreboble tiaat this money will be used chiefly for the Vietnamese
ennloyces of FOL, Government officials and the Vietnamese army.

L. University Education -- The prineipal seat of the university was always
Hanoi. ‘“hat exists in Szaigen is not adequate and is still under joint
Freneh-Vietnamese jurisdietion. Plans for developing tne facilities and
onpertunities at the unlversity seem to be held up until the question of
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jurisdiction has been settled between the French and toe Vietnarese. rol
has nut aside forty-five million piastres (31,330,270 at t e official rate)
and 7,390,000 for =z separate Vietnamese university, but the rclease of these
funds depends on the outcone of the necotiaticns ‘ust relerret -to. is
matters now stand, these funds cannot e use?d for thc present universityv.
The funds include nrovision for two Ameriecan university contrrets te nasist
develop the zeneral organization of the university «nd the teochin~ cf
In-~lish.

€, Adult Pducation -- A groun of Vietnamese who have stoiied in the United
States and Furope have set up an unoffieial Cowrs Felwtec.nirues Jopulaires
vhere they teach voluntarily at night, Therc ar: abeut 7,307 students

an? I was told that the arrangement is aquite sueeczsfnl, Tre effcrt is

in -harge of = Mr. Thai, a Cornell il.a., vho is 2 Vietnuriese oflieial
handling American econonic aid natters. FOi is pivin- o 1little heln to
this effort, but cannot give very ruch as it is 2 private aetivity.

4. Other %ducational Activity =-- Tie American Fmbascy's ecullur: 1 csttache,
Tchert V. Rennedy, urged that somethin~ be done in the {ield of sceinl
sciences. He had no speeific proncsal in mind, tut s-I17 that ot the
present time the soecial sciences are eompletely ne-lected. He thousht
tiat work in this field could be combined with *n-lish lonua~e teccainy,

7. Youith Activities == I 44 not hav- time to lsarn very muca - .out present
youth activities in Vietnan. I suspect that ther «rc net very well-
dAeveloped and are often exploited for partisun purncses. Une iHindstry
of Labor and Youth has an "Icole des Cadres" —hich vprovides o i7e months!
treining propram for younz pcople who ther o into corpmuniiy wert., I
have no idea whether this is effective, General Ccllins in artle:lar
urred that we do vhatever we could in the youth field.

o]

Writing and Publications -« I was told that there was little writing er
publication going on in Vietnam now. There is a shortage of ~ooc riaterials
of 2ll kinds and writers have not been encourared or ascisted., There is
said tc be a private association ol writers but I did nct have time to

¢ 7ot in touch with this croup and doubt whether it armounts tc mich. FOA

is providing some assistance for publicatiens, but this is largely conlined
tc the publication of formal textbooiks by the !linistry ol Tduentior.

p
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0, Labor =- Kzo Dinh Nhu urged very strongly that we hcln in tbhe lober ficld.
Puring the past few years there has been a strong devclooment of tle
Confederstion Vietnamienne de Travailleurs Caretiens (CVIC) which was
originally an off=-shoot of the I'rench Christian Trade Union Confrderationm,
but seems to have developed a 1ife and vigor of its om. ILr~c Tina lhu
said that in his opinlon this organization provided one of the Lest hones
for developing constructive soelsl progrars in Vietua-, ..ceccriing to
him the CVIC has 207,00 members grouped in 7072 in ivi ™2l wnionms, Ihw
arranred for me to meet the Precident of the CVIC, Trun .uce Zm, wio, I
rather, is normally inaccessible. They listed the neels of tae CVIC as
follows!

A. A new headauarters which would provile mrre efficient worliin:
conditions than the nresent verv small office roo:.

B, A training center and & SraininT prosram se that the CVIC
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covld have permanent full-ti-e crpanizers tcgether with a
larger muwer ¢ nart-tire verkers vho could continue their
normal trades. They need a training center, trainins scho-
larships, fun's for full-time organizers and funds for fereisn
travel, Mhu said thzat he did not think it would be advisable
to brin- Areriecan labor edvisors tc Vietnam. He recommended
instez? t.oat Vietnamese laber men travel and study in Japan,
the Philiprines, or the United States.

C. & welfzre nro-ram to include a dispensary, health :nd educa-
tional services.

D. & prosram te develep apric:lturzl and censumer cooperatives,

hu saicd that thc twe priority items were 8 or ¥ dbove, and he estimated
that the cost for these two would e about cne million piastres (about
30,770 at the offieial rate). In a different context, however, Nhu said
that the trade unions woul’ nec? zbout three hundred tiiousand or four lun-
dred thousand niastres monthly {about $19,0700 monthly).

Phu said shat tile ICFTU had not been favorably cdisposed to the CTIC
and had been tryin- to abecorb it until the time of the Geneva agreerents,
but since that time relations 2re better and the ICFTU secems to be well
Ainsposed toward the CYTC. de said that he recognized that tie French still
heve a stron? influence in the CVIC and would un-douttedly object to Ameriecan
ald, but ne pointed out that the top couneil of the CVIC consists onlr of
Vietnamese. Nhu said that it was nronosed to request FCA to assist this
program, Lut he thourht it would be far preferable if The Asia Foundation
could nrovide the assistance instead of FOA, as this wouls reduce the
nclitical complications. There would be less French eriticism; ne thought
wae coul” be more fle:dble than FOA and in zeneral he thou-ht it better to
deal witva private croup rather than the United States govermment.

10. Civie C{rranizations -- Vietnsm nov has a Jaycee Chapter and a Retary Chap-
ter, bcota of vhich seem to be very actiwve, particularly the Jayeees who
are p#ticipating in Operation Srotherhiood. 1 doubt whether any special
assistance for them by The Asia Foundation is needed,

11. Tre Chincse -- Although several persons told me that the Chinese were very
sujet and effered noc arobleny, I was told by others that in spite of surface
appearances there was probably ruch that the Foundation conld do with the
Cainese population. I made no a2ttompt to explore the possibilities.

e avove eleven items represent only those that were specificzlly brought tce
- attention, This is by no neans a complete list, and a representative of The
isia Founotion in Vietnam woul”? obviously have to wmodify and expand it in 1lirht
ol his own cuservations wlhiich coulsd be mueh more complete than those I was able
to make during a very brief stay.

A
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List of Persons Intervicwed

Vietnamese Offiecials

Ngo Dinh Diem, Prime liinister

Tran Van Do, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Bao, Politicel Corrmissicner for Scuth Vietnanm

Hgo Dinh Nhu, Adviscr and brother of Prine liinister Diem
Nha, Inspeetcr General, Aneriecan Deonomie Add

U. 5, Officdials

1. FEmbassv

Ambassador Lawton Cecllins, snecial representative
Randolph Kidder, Charpe d'.iffaires

Pavl 3turm, Pclitiecal Adviser to Ambassador Collins
Edward Stansbury, Public Affairs Cfficer

Fobert D, Yennedy, Cultural Cfficer

2. FOA Missjon

Leland Barrows, Uirector

Paul Everett, Assistant Director

Carter Tle Paul, Tconomic Officer

D. C. Lavergne, Deputy Director for li=fuzee Affalrs

Sarmuel Adams, Education Officer

Henri Paseal, Program Support (Information) CIfficer
3. MAAG

Lt. Gen. John '/. O'Naniel, Chief

French Officials

Cazimajou, Agsistant Director of Information
British Officials

Ambassador Stephenson

Hher Vietnamese

Nguyen Phuoe Dang, lzjor in the Vietnamese -rmy

Frmamel Phuce, President of the Jaycees

Mao, Former Deputy Governor of Horth Vietnenm

Tran Cuoc Buu, President, Con;ederation vVietnamiennc de Travailleurs
Chreticns

Other Americzns

Buttinzer, Pepresentztive of International Lescuc Cormittee
¥ser. Harmett, Representative of Nationsl Catholic ‘elfare Council
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