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POREIGN STUDENT SEMINAR AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY
W‘-

1. The Propaossl

It 18 proposed that CFA provide financial support overtly far a
foreign student swminar censiwting of twenty Asian and twenty European
candidate students under the suspices of the Herved swesmer school for
the pericd spproximetely June 30 to August 24, 1952,

2. Justification

During the summer of 1951, sponsors covertly finsmced a foreign
students project for Western Europeans at Harverd. Those selected
were young men of &bhility, in the 25 - 35 age grouwp who had completed
their forms]l education and had demonstrated their campetence and capssity
for leadership in such fields as law, jowrnalism, palitics and tesshing.
They wers sxpossd as a growp to seminars and lecturss on Americsn in-
stitutions and eulture and participsted freely in discussions of major
probleams confronting both Western Exrope and the U, 3, The group was
wnder the sonstant supervision of a cleared sponm r consultsnt, who was
able through the clowe sssociation with the group to form a considered
Judgment as to the ability md futwre utility to the sponsor of essh
individual,

The response of the parsomel who attended last yesr was enthusiastic
snd a publication to keep them in itouch with one snother is being
which will help to insure the wide dissemination of their favorsble im-
pressions., Plans are also wsll underwsy to capitalisze on their petential
value to the sponsors. This type of program appesrs to be of wen more
irmediste banafit as a means of gaining the sctive support of potential
lesders in Asia and the middle east. The progras provides a method of
reducing the widespresad misoonceptions conoerning imericsn 1ife that
prevail in the thin stretunm of educated young men in Ad s and of permitt-
ing close obaervation of thess selected fer potential use Ly the sponsors
as witting or unwitting agents on thelir retum to their owm countries.
Alse the perscnnel st Harvard who ménitored the projest are more than
willing to have the emphasis of the program shifted to Asia, It appears
advisasble for cover purposes to at least for the 1952 seminar, include
a mmber of Weatern Furopeans.

It is therefore proposed that twenty Asisns, including countries in

both Par kast and Near Bast, and twenty Europsans be included in the
program for the 1952 seminer.
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3. Staff Required to Support This Project

CFA will not be required to provide personnel teo support this
project. (lsared sponsors, consultants, from Harvard will provide
necassary staff, However, CFA will be encoursged to have representatives
attend any or all seminar meetings. CFA should also have a voice in
the seleotion of candidates and in the agenda of the seminar.

h. Budget Estimstes
Budget Fatimates are $50,000. A bresdkdown of the budget is attached.

5. Selection Frocess

The potential utility of the project depends largely on the care
with whioch seleetion of candidates 1s made. The following procedures
are recommandeds

1. CFA, sponsors and Harvard representatives will attept to
secure by Jmusry 10, 1952 a list of prospestive candidates who meet
the following eriteria.

&) They must spesk and understand English.,
b) They should be within the age limits of 25 to LO,

c) They should have compleoted thelr formal education and
have demonstrated their competence and capacity for leadership in the
fields of law, journalism, politics, tesching, labor dad religion.

d4) They must be anti~Communist. However, it is desirsble
where posaibls to encowrage the attendanes of cutstanding young lsaders
who nay be somevhat snti-~U. 5. sz well as anti-Communist in arder that
we nxy influenoce them toward friendship to the United States. In other
words "fringe" personnel should bs ensouraged to attend providing they
meet other criteria sbove.

o) In order to condust a preliminary security cheek, it
will be necessary to secure the complete nsues, addrssoes and brief
biographis descriptions of eash candidate.

2. After a review of all oandidates by CFA sponsors and Harvard,
invitations to nominees o submit their applications by Jamery 30, 1952.
These invitations will state that the name of the nomines hes been re-
cormended by CFA and the Institute for Internstional Fducabtion.
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3. On the basis of spplications received by March 15, final
selection of cmdidates will be made by March 30th and invitations
send cut as of that date.

L. Mechanice for issulng the invitations, publiﬁﬁg and other
details will bs worked out to the satisfaction of all concerned,

6. Cover

It i3 vitally important that the sponsor's nand not be shown in
this sub-prejsot and that CFA'3s cover he preserved in ite relationship
with Harvard so that no officisl Govermment interest in the seminar is
revealed to the participants. In as much as the twe individuals at
Harvard have been cleared for the seminar project, sll covert u-range-
mentw with Harvard should be econducted through sponmrs.

7. Recomendations

It 1s recomuended thats: (2) The Executive Committes approve the
undertalcing of this project and approve the appropriation of the funds
indicated in the attached budget. (b) The approval by the Executive
Comittes of this sub-project on a covert basis will then mske poasible
the entering into of negotiations overtly by CFA and RHarvard.

(e) CFA should compile a list of prospective candidstes who meet the
eriteris set forth sbove and forward same to sponaars in time to meet
the Janusry 10th desdline for preliminary investigation of candidates,
(d} CFA should indicate subjects whioch they would like to have in-
cluded in the agenda of the saminar for further disoussion,




