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On January 11, 1968, John Zivkovic, 2240 South

_Alma Street, San Pedro, California, furnished a Special
 Agent- of the FBI with the followinv information

: Zivkovic stated that he 1s President of the.
San Pedro Branch of the United American Croatians, which
branch is called "Dalmatia". The Secretary is Svetko v
Vladic. He stated that tnis ‘branch is merely a paper
orgaﬁization as it does not hold regular meetings and
has no formal offices. He stated there is no ‘Treasurer because
no dues are collected and consequently there is-no

. treasury. He advised that.the individuals that are

members. of "Dalmatia" are also members of the American
Croatian Club of San Pedro.

¥Vhen meetings are to be held they utilize the

- address and office of the AmericanCroatian Club,

. Zivkovic stated that the National Office is
located in New York City and the National President 1s
Miro Gal. .

He advised that the official Dublication of the
United American Croatians is called "Vjesnik", which 1s
published every three montns. Zivkovic attended the
Eighth Croatian Congress, which was held in Cleveland,
Ohio, on September 2 and 3, 1967, as a representative

-of the Committee Tor Croatian Societies, which represents

all of the Croatian groups in California.
Zivkovic stated that the American Croatian Club

engages in anti-communict activities and has often been
unjustly labeled as fascist because of their activities
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“As a result of thilis the American Croatian Club has had
difficulty in attracting other Croatians to Jjoin., He

stated that the United American Croatians do not have

this stigma attached to 1t and 1is regarded as a respectable -

organization.~

, He stated the purpose of the United American
Croatians is to bring to the attention of the.President

and. other prominent government leaders, as well as individuals
of ‘prominence, issues which arise in which Croatians have

a-vital interest. He stated that usually this 1is done by

- writing letters, and since the United  American Croatian

Organization has risen'in'°cope and has a large membership,
they feel that by such action they can secure more positive
a0uion fron those to whom their appeals are directed.

: - : Zivkovic furnished a copy of a typlcal letter
which was written to the Honorable Dean Rusk, Secretary of
State, Washington, D. C., by members of the United American
Croatians. This letter concerns a Dr. Krunoslav Draganovic.

A copy of this letter is attached herewith. -

: | Zivkovic stated that the members of the "Dalmatia"
club of the United American Croatians are as follows:

Ante Huljev . Mario Forciarini
 Eno Vileice Vinco Maric
Svetko Vladic - Evo Labor

Zivkovic stated that his organization would not
do anything that would be opposed to the laws of the United
‘States of "‘America. and that anything that they do would not
be done to embarrassor discredit the United States, He
stated that thelr aim 1is to one day have a free state of
Croatia and he added that the members are.loyal Americans
and are opposed to communisn,

This document contains neither recommendations nor
‘conclusions of the FBI. It i1s the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.




The Honorable Dean Rusk
Secretary of Statc
Washington 25, D.C.

Deaf Mr. Seeretary: . .. . o
ot Semeteny = A |
Prof. Dr. Krunoslav Draganovic, a respected Croatian emigrant
priest and-a great humanitarian, suddenly and mysteriouslky disap-
peared from Triesti. Italv on or about September 10, 1967.

_ After almost two months of useless search by hlS Irlends the
Yugoslav authoritir:i announced on. November 11, 1967 that Professor
KrunOslav Draganovi« was living in.Yugoslavia since September 17,

1967, where he alliwcdly has voluntarily returned. They also pub-
Llshed a letter supPOSCdly written by Draganovic about hlS volun-

tary return to Yuge:ilavia,

Judging from the postwar: Communlstlc regime's methods in _
getting rid of undc:irable opponents to their system, within or
. without Yugoslavia, we have - some very serious reasons to suspec+

“that a brutal forc: and foul play were used in taking him from
Trieste, Italy to Yugoslavia against the rules of international
law. In the hands [ the Yugoslav police, he was subjected to
physical and psychn!o“Loal tortures and pressures until hlS wlll
and his personallt\ were complefely broken down.

Prof Draoano\IC was always in opp051t10 to the Communistic
system in Yugosla»:u and for that reason Belgrade considered him

an enemy and said W publlclv many times.

Despite the Buvlgrade announcement it is inconceivable that
Prof. Draganovic wwild, all of a sudden return of his own free
will to the regime I'¢ so opposed in Yugoslavia. In fact; a letter
written just a few Jdays before his disappearance proves the oppo-
site, because. in il he openly speaks about his plans to return
very soon to his pl.ice of work at Pressbaum, near Vienna, Austria.

Knowing that he was proclaimed an enemy of Communism by the
regime in Belgrade., he often expressed his fear that he might be
kinhapped or murderc:! Uy the secret police agents of Yugoslavia.

He had gouod reason o feel that way because several attempts were

made to kidnap him. Realizing his situation, he wrote a statement
in 1965 which he lci't with an attorney, and also with a nrlest in

Rome, Italy. In this statement, he oald as follows:
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"Being aware tbat I am constantly exposed to an assassina-
tlon or a kidnapping, with this my public statement, while still

" in full possession of my mental powers and in an absolutt freedom,

I am informing the whole Croatian publlc opinion-in the country
and abroad (in the emigration) that, in the case of my disappear-
ance or an assassination the culprlts should be sought at the doors

of the Yugoslav regime, That regime tried already .several times to

kldnap me by force. Now I solemnly state, while still a free man
and in the possession of my physical powers: whatever I might
confess, write or sign in the case that I fall into the hands of
Yugoslav police, all that must be con51dered as done against my
free w1ll and conv1ctlon." :

' On August 8 1967 in-Munchen, Germany, Professor Draganovic
wrote the foreword to the booklet "Pred vratima domovine" (At the
Fatherland's Doors). In that foreword he wrote about the various
attempts of assassination and kidnapping by’ the Yugoslav secret
police in different countries. In it he quoted words of an officer
of the Yugoslav secret police: "We will get Draganovic - dead or
alive." 'Then he continues: "What is my destiny? I don't know.

I know that I am not 'worthy® of any such international scandal,

but if thev (Yugoslav police)  think so, I know that no threats
will turn me back from the road which my priesthood and my Croatian
patriotism command me to follow. I know further that, with the
help of God, my destiny will “ind me ready. If this happens, it
will be evident to all who is ordering such an act, and for what
purpose.”

Would such a man, who on top of all was preparing a book
about the crimes of Yugoslav regime against the Croatian nation
return of his own free will to his persecutors and to a possible
death?

~ Therefore, it must be evident that the statement of Prof.
Draganovic about his "voluntary" return to Yugoslavia does not
correspond to the truth and was in fact given under duress, pres-
sure. or blackmail, and it should be considered, according to his
own prior wish, 1nvalnd and void. ' :
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As an American of Croatian descent I kindly ask you to take all possible
steps to save this outstanding priest and patriot from further physical and moral
suffermg, or even 3 possible death in Yugoslav pnson :

I sincerely thank you for any uffort .on your p’irt which may effect the re-
blease of Prof. Krunoslav Draganovxc. : '

Very truly yours,
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