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STt o The Palitical Counselor (Franz SCHMID) of the Austrian Embassy recently
'Ry 3 discussed the ”I“g&anlb case, He said that the Austrian Governmment
: - S acknowledges that it will not be able to render consular assistance (0
”S[ an Athrlan citizen who is alsc a Yugoslav netional, in 2 case such ag
Dragancvic's. Austrian efforts in the case have therefore been directed
Loward Fpttlﬁg the Yugoslav authorities to acknowledgz thai the Austrian
Gove mment nevertheless has 2 "vital interezt™ in such maticors. chimid
sheorized that the case may have developed along the following iines.
1. 'Dragzanovi: appga: ‘en tly learned in Rame thait the Church no
= longer approves what he had been doing anong the emi
hl
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face returning to Austria o 2 =
Therefore, he soughi to mare o deal with the Yugoslav authorities thati
would permit his return here.
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ivn among’ tham while refusing to iead then.
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he deal are that, tor his part, Dragenovic

2. The szcentials of 1
would destiov all the materials he has in connection with the boock he
423 wribing and would, upon his return to Yugoslavia, maxe statement(s)
zeceptable Lo the Yupgosiav au'tho ities, For ite part, the Yugoslav Govern-
went would find sowe solutinon o the legal-criminal aspectis of the matier
that would Lzave Druganovie free oir at most lightly punished. Sclunid does
not oven vule out the pessibiliny that Draganovie wwr be alliowed da v i
tc; Austria in the not-distant f”uuu:e.' Ancthe - r*‘em~n of the deal may
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h
nave been that Drzganovice woulé revsal ths pames and ad dusaen of
£

the emigres. In any case, the two-month period between
isappearance and his s\.ril.c:ul5 in Yugoslavia, according to
sente the time it tooh Yugoslav agenis 1o assure themselves
=g of the noies and o: the manuscriptis had been located and/cor
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destroyed. Schmid speculated that the deal was made in Trieste, where
Draganovic got into an autcmobile with Yugoslav agents. Schmid also thought
it unlikely that Draganovic was free to change his mind once he got into the
automobile. For when he was asked directly about whether he had voluntarily
entered Yugoslavia, Draganovic cryptically sald only that he entered the
country on an Austrian passport.

Comment. Two difficulties suggest themselves in comnection with Schmid's
speculation which presumably also is the Austrian Foreign Orffice's theory
£ the case. Draganovic is presented as priest enough to follow the
Vatican's wishes on his activities but at the same time is regarded es
unpriestly enough to be willing to betray his colleagues. Schmid himself
was not troubled by-this: he said the interview had shown Draganovic to
be "an Lnte’lpctuai"(untrusbwoxtny types! ) rather than a priest. The other
inconsistency concerns the speculation that Draganovic may soon be f{ree
pven to travel back to Austria. This implies that he wants to do & I
Draganovic returned to Yugoslavia to avoid havirng to face his former emigr
compatriots, and if the notes cf the book were destroy=d, the question arises
why Draganovic would be contvemplating returning to Austria.

o

Schmid concades vhat much of his speculation is based upcn littie evidence
2nd that developed by ami communicated ,hAougn the Austrian Embassy's pre
officer's impressions irom & monitored interview. Much, Schmid admizted,
must be surmised from Draganovic's often-cryptic answer to questions. Mcore-
over, much must be made of the fact that in many cases Draganovic'e answers
were nct really responsive, but were apparently designed to suggest hidden
meanings.
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