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MEMORANDUM TO HEADQUARTERS CHIEF ( dbt & 16 (_\AM.. ( cfé“i')

Subject: Case of Professor &) Father DRAGANOVIC

The &%;a’above mentioned, almost certainly came.from
,Aﬁstlla (as is know1he is an Austrian 01tlzer) and he arrived
in TRIESTE sometime between September 4 and ﬂ, 1967.

He is supposed to have been received on September 3, 1967
:in.Rome by Dr. CONFORTI, Head of the Alien Office Qf‘fhis
headquarters (1nformatlon from D; LA’PENNA;représentative
.of ; the United: Natlons in’ the CPE) On the contrary Dr. CONFORTI

mamfamed
is supposed to have sladwmed that he did not receive him (infor-

mation from Headquarfers in TRIESTE).

It was not possible to exactly.determine the date of the
afrival ef DRAGANOVIC in TRIESTE; since he~did not register
'.in any hotel in TRIESTE or its environs. It appears however
(to Headquarters) that he may have stayed at the DELFINO di

SISTIANA Hotel.

DRAGANOVIC arrived in TRIESTE together with:
SAHIN, Asim - Turkish citizen
GALIC, Ivan - Yugoslav citizen

both reside in TRIESTE and are well known. both to the Local

r A_"-A:., A""‘"‘"f"

(RN

-Hemdquarters as well as to the CS Center as persons who will

do anythlng to make money, tradlng in all types of goods,

EXEMPTIONS Section 3(b) Declassiiled and Approved for Relgase
(2)(A) Privacy a, bytheCenNaHnMH@enueAgency
o e, - {B)(B) Methods/Sources (] R Date: \'L,L\\

'(2 )(G) Foreign Relations (J
NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT



without any scruples, etc.

During his stay in TRIFSTE, DRAGANOVIC had contacts not based

on any particular reason with:

MESINOVIC, Ahmed - a statelees person of Yugoslav origin

KOLIC, Giovanni - a stateless person of Yugoslav origin

SAHIN, Kazim - A Turkish citizen (brother of SAHIN, Asim), .

all residing in TRIESTE.
In speaking with them, DRAGANOVIC did not indicate in any way
that he intendejto.return to.Yugoelevia. -

The three persons mentioﬁed above are the ones who
reported that DRAGANOVIC nwas in TRIESTE. However, tﬁey could
not give any exbldnatioﬁ aboﬁt his return to Yugoslavia.
Voluntary or oompulsory7' _ | |

The last traces about the presence of Father DRAGANOVIC
in TRIESTE go back to September 9 (Saturday) and 10 (Sunday),
1967. _On those days, the priest celebrated Mass in the Mariano
di Monte GRISA Church (OPICINA-TRIESTE). This is clear from
the church regieter which all foreign priests who celebfate

Mass there must sign and indicate the day and hour of the

Mass. (AiphotOStatic”copy ofethe'register sheet with the above

1nformat10n 1s in posse551on of thlS Headquarters‘—- a COpy
was also sent to the chief of the Counteresplonage Center in

TRIESTE). CARIIAS CROATA-22 HALLBRUNNER Street - SALZSBURG_




ceed a1

.AUSTRIA)fwes alSo:intereSted in the presence of Father
DRAGANOVIC in TRIESTE and his later disappearance. It sent - .
one of its employees to TRIESTE with a letter, a copy of which
.I am attachlng; addressed to Father VITTORIO (in the @orld‘vltuuuo
ANTOLOVICH) chaplaln of the forelgn refugee camp in TRIESTE :
The letter conta1ned a number of requests

Thus 1t was ascertalned that Father DRAGANOVIC had cele—
brated Mass ot the’MARIANO-d§;Q$§6i§ﬁ Church, in Cnnsyna,'T}mfh:"

| wheh the Headquarters in TRIESTE contacted the Italian

Public Securlty Inspectorate at the Holy See in Rome to obtain
1nformat10n about the dlsappearance of DRAGANOVTC it received
the f0110w1ng answer: |

Father DRAGANOVIC returned to Yugoslavia voluntarily.
The Vétican is rnot.interested in the mattef any-further.
(Maximum reserve).

. | ‘ & Losat
The  Turkish citizen SAHIN Asim, who as is knownﬁfrrived

in TRIESTE together with DRAGANOVIC, is now hospitalized in
WiEW ) feadt ottacic o _
SARAJEVO fer an—infarotien £2¥. One of his nephews has left
TRIESTE to go and see him. SAHIN, on learning he had been
" accused by the Croatian Committee of having collaborated in

the kidnapping of DRAGANOVIC, reported that he will come to

TRIESTE, as soon as he can, and will explain his complete




non-involvement in the matter.’ (Iﬁfﬂeadduhrters)l

OBSERVATION | - - . o

'Froh'information picked up, which.probably is more or
less the same as that in posse551on of all the organlzatlons
',1nterested in this matter (Headquarters, Counteresplonage,
Croatian Committee, etc) it has not been p0551b1e to determine':
W1th absolute certalnty whether DRAGANOVIC returned to Yugoslav14
.on his own W111 or because he was forced to.

The preVailing‘oplnlon is that he_returned on'hiS'own
will; The'following facts would eohfirm:this opinion:

Although ‘an Austrlan citizen, Austria.has not moved a
flnger to f1nd out what has happened to him, at least up to
now; | -

%f there had been any reason at all to believe that the
kidnapping took place in TRIESTE, even the Italian authorities
would have had to take a position; |

glthough a prlest the Vatican "is not interested in the

matter”

: . _ ilt/l
. No one in the ecclesiasticalhas moved a finger. Slavs
and refugees are sO numerous in TRIESTE‘that someone should
have been able to supply some 1nformat10n

T \Cam?

the; Chaplaln, of Croatlan orngln, did not receive any
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‘Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius (in which all the

orders to 1nvest1gate the dlsappearance of DRAGANOVIC

ZLe only ones that have agltated and st111 are agltatlng
are. the various Croatian Commlttee;Yretugees abroad) that
naturally want to take advantage of the matter for thelr
political 1nterests, | _

%; Yugoslav1a wanted to kldnap DRAGANOVIC it could have'_
done 1& long before and not 20 years after the end of . the war
(aad-eaans=thsa DRAGANOVIC left YugOQIav1a)

'YugoslaVia would not have done it nowfimmediately after

the signing of'the well-known Concordat with the Vatican.

It finally .appears that DRAGANOVIC,_formerly head of the

Yugoslav p011tlca1 refugees of the Cathollc falth are splrltually mﬁ@ﬁg

unlted) was removed from thls post by the Vatlcan when it~

; began the flrst contacts which 1ater led to 510n1ng ‘the

;”Concordat w1th YugoslaV1a

iy

: ‘, noet : ’ : o
b)) - Monseigaéur KRUMOSLAV DRAGANOVIC

Up to November 14, 1967.

The case of thlS prlebt formerly a close collaborator

" of the leader of the independent Croatlan State, Amte PAVELIC,

‘has already been-W1de1y covered in the press. On the inquiry

tof the source, the federal authorities-af the government




definitely ridicule%news from Yienna about the diSappearance )
oi the Monseﬁgggér. In particular, the Infofmation Seeretary
of the Federal Executlve Counc11 gave his word he didn't know
anything abont it.‘.He was probablyAtelling the truth.

| Mons; DRAGANOVIC was alreedy'in Yngoelavia and the only
ones wilo knew anything about it were a few persons on fhe
Executive Cemmiftee of the Council, in the Vatican and the

»

envoy of the Holy See in Belgrade Mons - CAGNA. ,The priests

'repatrlatlon is still rather mysterlous It is obvioné td'the

'qource that the Offlce of the Papal Nunc o knew about his

return. Mons. QUILLICI, a member of the Vatican Representation,»

on being informed :by the source of the communication from the

Assisfant Attorney~Genera1 that Mons. DRAGANOVIC-was "handed
over" to the Yugoslav authorities, did not hide his surprise
that ""the matter was made}a_subject of public discussion".
He went into tne office of the source, who gave him the
report of the press conference held by the Deputy Attorney
General, together with a phOtOStath copy of the letter
written by Mons. DRAGANOVIC "in his own hand". 'The'source
reproached him jokingly: "Rec1proc1ty in information,
:ménsﬁigﬁﬁa;; otnerwiée, no c91¢aborat;onﬁ; He: blushed all

over, poor fellow! However, he kept the secrét.




“probable that the Holy‘See'had some part in the decisiohs S |

It is certain that the Vatican Representation was
immediately informed of the case. of Mons.. DRAGANOVIC as

provided for by the agreements of June 1966. And it is

taken by the old opponent of the Yugoslav Communlst regime,

1f he really was repatrlated éﬁ hlS own free w111 The above~- . *’

_mehtloned agreement, which regulates relations between the

'Holy See and the Yugoslav Government, provides, among other

things, for the recognition by the Yugoslav Government of the

Spiritual jurisdiction of the Holy See over the Catholic

Church in Yugoslavia; In 1ts turn, the Holy See has promised

to comply with some Yugoslav requests Amonv the most 1mportant°

~approval of the statement of principles that the activity of

Cathollc churchmen, in the exercise of their priestly functlons,
must take place 1n a rellvlous and ecclesiastical atmosnhere,

so that the p0551b1e abuse of these functions 'for purposes
which really are of a political hature” is illegal. In

addition the Holy See has promised to examine cases which the
Yugoslav Government believes it should hoint out to it con;
cerning; precisely "pqlitical activities" by priests; again,

in answer to an explicit reduest of the Yugoslav Government

"in conforuity with the principles ef Catholic mofality, it

disapproves and condemns any act of terrorism and similar



criminal forms of political violence, by whoever it is done".

SKimming over
I:Gver%eokgag his contrlbution during the war, Mons. DRAGANOVIC

1eonfinned'being an outstanding politieal personality even
.aftefwards, guiding the opposition abroad, made up fdr the
most part of Croats,_"Ustaénis" or ndt, and’causing no little
- embarrassment toiﬁhe‘YugOSIav Cemmnnist>fcgime. As is.known,

'he.WésAsenf in 1943 to Rome as an envoy of the Crcatian.

Government - the head of a delegation to the Vatican (diplomatic

irelatiene'did not exist between_the Holy See and the indep{hant
- Croatian Sfate) at the‘end of hostilities, he remained in Rome,
installed in the College of S. GEROLAMO. He made his moves
frombphere. _Hé aided the expatriétion‘of many Yugoslav anti-
'Communlsts, whom he equ1pped with documents and visas s¢ that
they might find refuge in the most\nverse countrlee. He was the
one who organlzed the trip to Latln America of Ante PAVELIC

and his right arm ARTUR?&IC both 1ncluded on the list of

"war crlmlnals" (ARTUKQVIC Minister of the Interibr witn
PAVELIC is now in the United States). He moved - perhaps
becau¢e his -further presence in Rome was an embarrassment to
.the Holy See - to Austria from ‘where he directed an intense
propaganda campaign agalnst the TITO Government and perhaps

not only prOpaganda

The Vienna Government granfed him Austrian citizesship,



.

¥

which however the Yugoslavs do not recognlze (in thls

connectlon, the Austrlan Ambassador in Belgrade has 1n1t1ated

-

negotlatlons with the Yugoslav Government in connect1on with

N,

the Mons. DRAGANOVIC ”case”) : It is obv1ous that the oosltlon

| and
of Monséggﬁeur DRAGANOVIC qm that of- numerous other Yugoslav

clergymen who are(lnvolved in the activities of organ1zat1ons

: : . wlt'clﬂ
of'anti-Communist refugeesJ @Eesn act1v1t1es are oxten oi

an exc1u51ve1y polltlcal nature and even go so far as &

dng ' :

' sabotage in Yugoslav1g£terrorlsm inside and outside their -
' (vitces : -

homsland- These o&epgymer now find themselves in confllct

erd

with the pledges of the Vatican, w1th certain new Dollcles of

’the Cathollc Church toward the &oc1allst countries.  Mons.

N

DRAGALOVIC 1s again in Yugoslmv1a and he probably will not beﬂ
sentenced (the amnesty‘of 1962 applies 'in his’respect for the
”crlme” fof.Whichvhe Was responsible during the war) norIfOr'
the "propaganda" activity he conducted_abroad and which he
has been accused of - many tlmes The fact that he is gt_"
11berty 1s:eloquent. And the other Yugoslav priests who-ﬁi:e
inVolved in politics abroad will be put in a condition of

"not being able to hurt".
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