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Today I v;sited the heating plant new Belgrade. It wi -~ “use gas, it is ¢
put it 1s placed where it does Adings. Tae ci*" Y
in this dikection and sone .4.a1¢atlon will 'c in

develop
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Tougd I told arshitecceie
and town plannep% that tney should st 1 : 5 shead. Today i 13
possible to cxlculate the trend Armine mathemavically what
t will be dTter 10, 20, or 30Fears. Therefore Taxt inte uccount what uriun
design the center of owr secialist cemmunity will
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[Unattributed vepors: . "The Priest Dragonovic!s Statement: The Leltér uhich
Prrof Krunoslav Dragonovic, until recently ovne of the most prominent Leaucrs cf
R

the Political Emigrees, Scnt to the District Public Prosecutor in Saregevo";

[Text] In ‘view of the runors which emigree circles and thei l.a»:gé"“‘ Lt

begun to spread abroad, azcording to which Prof Dr Krunoslav Draranc:*c,"a poliu:
and until recently one of the most prominent leaders of the hostlile emigiees, wacs
compelled to return to Yugoslavia against his will, Draganovic has sent a lettes -
to the district public prusecutor in Sarajevo requesting that the widesct Sl
possible publicity be given the truth as to his return. S d

Draganovic is presently free in Sarajevc, where he lived vefore the war ard

where recently a court investigation was ofened against him because of initica:
activities in which he had been engaged. " Draganovic's request that the amnés:ty
law of 13 March 1952 e applied in his case for a period from the beginning of
the war to 1962 is under consideration. The follewing is the text of this letter:

My Entrance to this Country Was in no way Compulsory:

To the District Pudlic Prosecutor, Sarajevo: Since my case, which you know of
in its entirety, is in your hands for consideration, I bteg yc» kindly, if it is
convenient, to inform the public of the following:

Aftcr an absence of a‘nost a quarter of a century, I am again in my country, with
which I have always remained close in spirit. 1 think it my duty to declaré
vefore all of the pudlic that my return was not bdbrought about rorcibly, nor by
any political or police trickery, nor was I abductec.

Why do I mention unimportant and personal details which will not interest many
people? I have a particular reason for this wnich is based not only on personal
considerations--the rumors in the foreign press, especially the emigree press,
on my so-called disappearance, rumors that are full of unfounded assumptions and
fantasies or, even worse, full.of attempts to use my case for politzcal ‘purposes
which, in the long run, can only be harmful to me.

I believe that what I say about my return to the socialist Federal lepublic of
Yugoslavia will surprise some people. Let me immediately provide another, even
greater surprise: Deliberately and freely, and perhaps even toldly, I decided
to bring my personel case before a regular court, particularly having in mind

the effect on my case of the amnesty law. ‘ :

NAZ! WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT
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I sincerely wish to be able to move freely throughout the world, and particularly
in my fatherland, as a free ;itizen against whom.no grave accusdtions a.. ‘ised,

As is known, in the past few years I increcasingly disassociated_myselr from
political work in emigratien, and was more and more engaged in scientific work,
which is the aim of my life. This does not mean that I did not continue to follow
political cvents in Yugoslavia and in cmigree circles, and I formed my opiﬁior

on the basis of facts, The processes of internal developnent in Yugo;lavig, the
" democratization and humanization of society in all rields, including the law’
institutions, the country's growing weight in the international field, ir the

struggle for peace and so forth; these were my probiems, for which I gouguu solutiony,

Deep Changes Almost Urexpected By HMe:

After my arrival in the country many of these problems were solved. " T was strucv

by great changes which I had hardlv dared expect. I saw cities which nad rapidly
grown, as though from nothing, and others which had cnanged so nuch. in size and

had such iﬁposinb buildings that I hardly recognized them. ‘I obcerved comprehensive
" ecoronie “eveloprment, wp'wl?llJ in 4'dus’4ialita:ion; T was denply impresscé by the
erorhously great sacrifices which had made a formerly bdbackward country -upakle of
holding its own and éompeting in todav's indgust rxalxapd world., I was at least !us
as deeply impressecd by the internsl shanges in the country, by the ahoVﬂ—nenuloﬂea
dcchrat*zation cf the present socielty in the Sonialict Federal Sapublic of Yugoslavi

1 and literal ideaz.in the economic sector, the effisi

by the increasingly rationa
seif-management in facteries, the far-reaching social achievements benafiting the
widest strata of ithe peorle, and I was rarticularly impressed by the differe nces

in the contrasis to ihe eas of the former kingdom of Yugoslavia, in which there

were no egual rignts for [ tionalities; finally, I was impressed by the agreement
cencluded witn the Hely Sce in the form ot ’”“OLOcolq."

th These are iy scatements,
wish further to elaborate in detail.

bt

on which
It was precisely this belief that these cbservations were correct which induced me
to . cecicde that the best and most correct course for me was to submit my case to the

‘“egula~ "ourt and request its impartial and benevolent deeision.

After having toucned cn my personal affairs, I -would like %o dwell on something else
believe, also vepical, I have in mind certain

which iz of great 1ncoua.ce, and, I

political activitiez, particular 1" terrorism connected with inevitabtle shedding of
innocent’ blood, something which, unfortunately, has reccntly bacome noticeable 2mong
some Croatian emigrees. ' ' : '

I Wiish to Dissociate Myself From Terrorist Activities:

As 2 man and as a2 priest I wisii above all to dissociate myself from such bloody
activities., I do so for principled reasons in accordance with my entire past.

Zven in the most difficult times, disregarding the danger to my own life, I p“otested
to Dr Pavelic and to other parties againrst the stlfliwg of human dignity and rights,
especlally against the senseless terrorism and the. qhedding of 1nnocent blood for )

radical, national, or political reasons,

Concurrently I used my modest strength to help and save endangered and suffering people
of all kinds, not confinine mvself only to persons of my own rationality and denomination,

but extending a helping hand to all those vie came to me for help. I mention
all this ovecause certain peopic nave mentioned my name in connection with such
activities, activities which I have always consistently rejected as a matter of
principle. )
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em paradcxical that today, when the times are'peaceful. I telieve it
to ra2ise again the voice of remonstration and protect against terroerisn
rsive :ctiv*tweg as tocls of bolitical struggle, from whatever side, ajrainct

. e attempts to sned innocent blood, ccpecially if this is’'done by c2rt
v . . of my farnatic ccmpavr-ovV in the emigree ranks. 1 must pub‘lcly and {irmly cot
such activities. This is against the highest.command in Christ's law, the commard
te love God and neighbor. It stifles the roble feeling of humanitarianism, tho
sest that man has - Firally~-aoth from the human andé the political v}-wppzntF-lz
1S czenseless a?d f vecaus2 it achieves preci rly the opposftc' what it

intends to achieve,

acks understandin & of all thess whe rigw their lives and )

in prisons for lofty ideals. The question remains, hoﬁeyer.
part in suél nxtramist acticns dc co cut of pure mctives alone.

zincere but m;g,rdersyood pabrlot‘cn. I must emphasize Lnat

evhd sible
gn intere ts did. JHCﬂever‘they had a2 chance. Regarcless of
&' must em p“aclze the s“eat respensibility of these who push
path of terrorism, while tbgy,themselve,, in a safe shelter,

the 1a~"els from other pncp;n's‘sacrifices

njey r c
orld--wner such dﬂads :ude]y viclate the nospituality magnanimous
er oy

g ly ¢ U
capees in guestion? This only produces bilter anger ainst the terroriste--
and ungrateful foreigners--anger against the emigrees and the goals
stand for . ocroven ever L factsiwhich need not Wk
rere. . '
S \
«
Z : necessary to emprasize anothier importunt circum:caice wrich eri::eef
frequently forget. Today we liva in ti.e era of coexistence. whon opposed ideoiogies,

z0d cpposed camps in the ‘werld begin te extend their hands toward each other in
crder 0 save the endangered-wcvld from a genéral cataclysm. Mankind today seeks
‘peace acg the only saivation from the brink of the abyss nver which mawilnd is hanging.

Teday mere than . in the ¢iasht we understand the proat"oqs cf Christ's words "Blesscd
. are sthe meex, for they will be caiied the enildren of God. Markind ucday sharply
: v leeTn war.and everything which ieads Lo w,vi Instea? it seeks the evelution of”
mirds and cwaid iove of veac., in mutual w“dc"sta"dwxc a: d support. In
suoh an any terrorism has .¢st its cation Even the
Catholic : accepted coexista. . 5 an sable means of preserving
marxind Trom arcther, most terrihie, a ! Derhaps finai world wur which will De
fplilowed hy Cicaster. ) ' ot :
« )
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The Church has Prohibited Political Work by Pries

Far this purposé the Holy Sce to trying to achicve .o rapprechement and agreement with -~
a1l the states of the worid, 2lco.including the states of progressive democracy in the
Zast and dces 5o pn the basis of nutual respect and without denying the existing -

{deslogical difrerc“onccs. A pertinent agrecment, called a "protocol,” ve:tween <he

#oly Sce and the Sceialist Federal Republic of Yugosizvia conlirms this ract. Thio
acreement, although limited to certain fields, could also in my cpinion, lurnish an
ag .

example for other p-uplea who prebadly  Chinit that cuch agreements are imposcible or
hi

east unnecessary.

Even before thiis, Yugosinvza, cwing to its indeperdent rocad both in foreign and domestic
policy, was an 2 xample and signpost for various peoples. The preservation of reiigion,
peace on the tas!s of frecdom of conscience and freedom of the Chureh's mission, while
specting the cano rights for other rcligi:us communities, is an integral part of peace
in the wsrld. o magnificent Second Vatican Council and the steady concern of Pupe
o espite the barriers of the past, visited @ Ul session and the ecumenical
Patriareh Athonagoras, and who recelves and honors the heads of other religious communi ti
ep

pc touwcrd the same. geal.

In our smail and humble uays sic priests are alsc obliged to follow the road oP sur
¢ o e are primarily obliged to exeraice and

'S

sugreme spiritual shepherd on this ex
prcaéh tclerance, respect, and love ameng all the pe:ples cof b)n erLd and in all
religious communities, ospecidlly those living tzgether ain the. same count“led, or

iving
connected by origin'and“blood. Wa must do cverjthing tc prevent the renewal.of nationa
' “ < < ccption should live in ;*eedon enjering
squal rights an rre

a roones inposing their will cn the
wealker <nes, znd thoy should thus create & happl '

r future for themselves.

The Church ic supranmat 1tution. It is not against sz
szund nmaticonsl feeling. out il rejects any unitiealthy chauvinism which creates hatred
bvetweern peoples. The Church works for peace in the wrrld and thus does the dvty imposed
on it by Gad, of preserving humaniiy on ihiis endangered planet. '

does nut decire 2ny pelitical 2ctivily by priests and forbids it. A very
ive and profound caying has been credted: neon civilisande evangelisare, scd
isando vililisare! . The Gospel should not be spread by civilizing (the world),
he worid should be civilized by preaching the Gospell n cther wordsQ it is net
sk of the Church to influence conditions in the world, espccially'the socdal and
pclitical cres, and thus create betlter conditions for preaching the Gospel; on the cc
it must--regardless of conditions or, more precicely, under the given conditions, as
they are--preach  <the }ospel.td the pe:ple and this wdll have an effect on nonspirttual
conditicns, meaning Jusiice and love, meaning the humanization of huran society. This
15 undoubedly a painful and difficult road, but a truly evangelical one. Thus both
the Church and its clcrgy arg liiberated from the heavy ballast of politices which has

the ¢

breought so auch misfortune in the past,
It {5 High Time to put 2an EZnd to the Tragic and laive Distortions of the Emigrees:

. I uma man who consistently, with ul perscnal
ple of the {reedem and independence of the

h mysell for in this reppect.

"5 £
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(eI




22 November 1967 nn 8 . - YUGOSLAVIA

I am sowry only if perhaps I have thus harmed the love and the rights of other nation-
alities, or if I did not strictly follow the postulates of the Church in the present
world, despite my devotion and obedience to the Church in this respect,

Considering all that I said before about progress and development in the country, =
must regret that only a small number of our emigrees, who have come to this country
either with regular or with emigree passports, have had the cpportunity to see things
in this country and evaluate. them realistically. If an even greater number of old

and new emigrees would do this--to whom, by the way, the state guarantees full personal -

s;curltj within the limits of law--certain a priori. theses would collapse which are
spread aaong ocur emigrees. What I have particularly in mind are the assertions of
certain leafiets written by "revolutionaries” abroad that everything is in a state

of ferment in the country and that one spark from abroad would ;uf?ice to unieash a
revolution in Yﬁgoslaviav Having fallen prey to such fantasies, groups ¢ pecple
have come from abroad to this country and even:uélly fallen into the hands of the
stave organs without having had the opportunity to see anything of this ferment and
even less of the ‘expected "revolution.” It is high time to.rut an end to this naive
and tragic distorticn which misleads people and for which they pay dearly.

1 am not among those who believed such fables. I can state with a clear consclence
that I never invented facts. Whatever bad or exaggerated things I wrote or spoke
about conditions in Yugoslavia were a consequence of my anticomnunist attitude, owing
to which I saw conditlions in communist countries in & light wors. than that in which
I saw conditions in noncomnunist, western countries. i s

Tnerefore, as I already sald, my case 1s now under consideration by the state power
organs. T am deeply ccnvinced of what I said before about the lawfulness of the pro-
cedure and the i1ncreasingly profound humanization of the state administration, and
therefore I believe tha: my personal case, tco, will not be exempt from the benefits
of the amnesty regulation within the limits of the law. :

Finaily it is 2 pleasant duty for me to emphasize that all organs of the state power
have ‘behaved correctly, even humaneiy and considerately, toward me as toward a human

P

being and a priest, for which I pubiicly express my sincere thanks.
I hope that my pe:rsonal case will thus be utterly clear and {nstructive.

SaraJeVo, 4 November 1967 (signed] Prof Krunoslav Draganovice, -

v e




